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ABSTRACT
The purpoM  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  m a  to  t r a c e  th o  e v o lu t io n  o f  tho  
p re s e n t  c u rr ic u lu m  f b r  s ta te -a p p ro v e d  p u b lic  h ig h  sc h o o ls  f o r  w h ite  
y o u th s o f  L ou io iaao  from  th o  p ro o e rlb o d  c u rr ic u lu m  in  1906,  when 
th o  f i r s t  h ig h  ochoo ls were approved by th o  S to to  Doportmont o f  
E d u ca tio n , by  p ro o o n tin g  c u r r i c u la r  changoo made, f a c to r s  in f lu e n c in g  
th o se  ch an g es, and numbers o f  h ig h  sch o o ls  o f f e r in g  v a r io u s  su b je c ts*  
Each c u rric u lu m  was c o n tr a s te d  w ith  th e  p re c e d in g  one to  e s t a b l i s h  
w hat th e  changes woro and uhon th e y  o ccu rred *  C o n tr ib u to ry  f a c to r s  
wore a s c e r ta in e d  from a  s tu d y  o f  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  p ro ceed in g s! 
S ta te  D epartm ent o f  E d u ca tio n  r e p o r t s ,  b u l l e t i n s ,  and c i r c u l a r  l e t t e r s !  
e d u c a tio n a l  books sad  J o u rn a ls !  and in fo rm a tio n  o b ta in e d  th ro u g h  in *  
te rv lew s*  numbers o f  sc h o o ls  o f f e r in g  in d iv id u a l  s u b je c ts  a t  i n t e r v a l s  
between  1906 and 1956 w ere o b ta in e d  from S ta te  D epartm ent o f  E ducation  
reco rd s*
The s ta te -a p p ro v e d  p u b lic  h igh  schoo l i n  L o u is ia n a  has grown 
from  a  sim ple e d u c a tio n a l  I n s t i t u t i o n  whose p rim ary  fu n c tio n  was to  
p re p a re  s tu d e n ts  f o r  c o lle g e  in to  a  complex I n s t i t u t i o n  hav ing  v a r io u s  
fu n c t io n s  and o f f e r in g  an  e n ric h e d  program  designed  to  m eet In d iv id u a l  
n e e d s , i n t e r e s t s ,  and a b i l i t i e s  o f  s tu d e n ts*  from  a  s in g le  e o l le g e -  
p re p a ra to ry  c u rr ic u lu m  w ith  tw en ty -sev en  co u rses  i n  1906,  th e  h ig h  
sc h o o l h as  g ra d u a l ly  expanded i t s  o f f e r in g s  u n t i l  i n  1956 i t s  program  
com prised  s ix  v a r ie d  c u r r ic u la  w ith  more th a n  one hundred c o u rs e s .
As c o u rse  o f f e r in g s  in c re a s e d  i n  number, g ra d u a tio n  req u ire m e n ts  i n  
academ ic s u b je c ts  d ecrea sed  from ap p ro x im ate ly  fo u r te e n  u n i t s  i n  1906
x i i
to  a m n  and o n o -h a lf  i n  1956# th e re b y  g iv in g  a tn d o n ta  more freedom  
In  a lo e  t in g  s u b je c ts  f o r  study*
In  s o t t i n g  g ra d u a tio n  re q u ire m e n ts  and  i n  choosing  academ ic 
s u b je c ts  f o r  th a  h ig h  sc h o o ls  b e fo re  1933# th a  s t a t s  h ig h -sc h o o l in ­
s p e c to rs  v s  r e  in f lu e n c e d  by  recoam endations o f  th a  Committee o f  Tan 
on Secondary School S tu d ie s  (18910# th e  Committee on  C o llag e  E n trance  
R equirem ents (1899)# and th a  Commission on th e  R e o rg a n isa tio n  o f  
Secondary E d uca tion  (1916-1922)* S ince  1933 th e  maober o f  academ ic 
c o u rse s  i n  th e  cu rric u lu m  was in c re a s e d  and g ra d u a tio n  req u ire m e n ts  
were l ib e r a l i s e d *  S tudents#  a s s i s t e d  by  p a re n ts  and  p r in c ip a ls #  
were a l le v e d  to  e l e c t  s u b je c ts  which would p rep a re  them f o r  e i t h e r  
work o r  co lleg e *
V o c a tio n a l s u b je c ts  were added b e fo re  1913 to  m eet demands 
o f  p a tro n s  f o r  ooursea  im m ed ia te ly  and p r a c t i c a l l y  s e rv ic e a b le  in v o lv ­
in g  manual a c t i v i t i e s  and to  b e n e f i t  s tu d e n ts  u n in te r e s te d  i n  l i t e r a r y  
su b je c ts*  B u sin ess  c o u rse s  were d e s ig n ed  to  p re p a re  s tu d e n ts  f o r  jo b s  
A g r ic u l tu r a l  and dom estic  co u rses  were e x p ec te d  to  c o n tr ib u te  to  im­
p ro v in g  farm  and horns c o n d itio n s#  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  r u r a l  a re a s*  The 
Committee on  I n d u s t r i a l  E duca tion  i n  Schools f o r  R ural Communities 
( 1905)# th ro u g h  i t s  reccm aenda tions f o r  v o c a t io n a l  ooursos# and th e  
v o c a t io n a l  e d u c a tio n  movement i n  o th e r  s t a t e s  in f lu e n c e d  th e  s t a t e  
h ig h -sc h o o l in s p e c to r  i n  h i s  c h o ic e  o f  v o c a t io n a l  s u b je c ts *  F ed e ra l 
app ro pr i a t i o n s  s t im u la te d  ex p an sio n  o f  v o c a t io n a l  e d u c a tio n  s in c e  1918 
Eew s o c ia l  and economic c o n d it io n s  r e s u l t i n g  from  in v e n tio n s  i n  commu­
n ic a tio n s #  tr a n s p o r ta t io n #  and p ro d u c tio n  prom pted in t r o d u c t io n  o f  
numerous v o c a t io n a l  s u b je c ts  i n  1933 and th e r e a f t e r *  Numbers and p e r ­
x i i i
c e n ta g e s  o f  sc h o o ls  o f f e r i n g  v o c a t io n a l  c o u rse s  g e n e ra l ly  in c r e a s e d .
R equests  o f  p a tr o n s ,  rooo—  sn rts tio n a  o f  tho  O o m isa io n  on  t b s  
R oorgm nlsatlon  o f  Secondary E d u ca tio n  (1 9 1 8 ), and th e  phU oeophy o f  
p ro v id in g  o lee tlT O  o o u rses  to  c a re  f o r  in d iv id u a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  wore 
f o o te r s  in f lu e n c in g  c u r r i c u l a r  developm ents i n  m usic and a r t*  Rxpan- 
s io n  o f  program s v a s  due l a r g e ly  to  e n th u s ia s t i c  p ro n o tio n  by  s t a t e  
su p e rv iso rs*
P h y s ic a l t r a in in g  v a s  r e q u ire d  i n  1912 because  h ig h -se h o o l 
p r in c ip a l s  c o n s id e re d  i t  h e lp fu l  i n  red u c in g  th e  m a b e r  o f  d ro p -o u ts .  
F o lio v in g  a n a t io n a l  t r e n d ,  c r e d i t  v a s  a llow ed  b eg in n in g  in  1919*
The h e a l tii and p h y s ic a l  e d u c a tio n  pro  great v a s  developed  vhenever 
d i r e c te d  b y  a  s t a t e  su p e rv iso r*  S a fe ty  e d u c a tio n  v a s  in tro d u c e d  i n  
1936 to  h e lp  red u ce  a c c id e n ta l  i n j u r i e s  and d e a th s ,  and because  o f  
a  n a t io n a l  mov ement tow ard d r iv e r  e d u c a tio n  i n  h ig h  schools*  Numbers 
and  p e rc e n ta g e s  o f  sc h o o ls  o f f e r in g  s a f e ty  e d u c a tio n  c o u rse s  in c re a s e d  
c o n s i s t e n t ly  when th e  program  vas su p e rv ise d  b y  a  s t a t e  d i r e c to r*
3dv
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imtooucnov
I n  a n  a d d re ss  b e fo re  th a  f i r s t  co n fe ren c e  o f  L o u is ia n a  h ig h -sc h o o l 
p r in c ip a l s  i a  Baton Kongo on  D a e n ta r  1 6 , 1906, D octor A* B. C o ffey , hoad 
o f  th o  depa r tmen t  o f  pedagogy o f  L o u is ia n a  S ta to  Ih d fa ra ltg r ,  s t a t e d  th e  
p u rp o ses  o f  th s  h ig h  seh o o l a s  fo llow s*
.  .  • i t  shou ld  bo a  d is c o v e re r  o f  th s  I n s t i n c t s ,  im p u lse s , 
c a p a c i t i e s ,  and c h a ra c te r s  o f  boys and g i r l s ,  and  tb s  o rg a n is e r  
o f  t h e  known f a c t a  o f  th e  n a tu r a l  w orld  and th s  known f a c t s  o f  
th s  s o c i a l  w orld  i n  such w anner a s  to  u l t im a te ly  e n ab le  each  
in d iv id u a l  to  ao i n t e r p r e t  h i s  own problem s a s  to  p e r s i s t e n t l y  
b e t t e r  M a s s i f  and th o se  w ith  Whan he h a s  to  do) and you would 
i n s i s t  t h a t  t h i s  view  o f  th e  h ig h  sehoo l rem ains t r u e ,  w hether i t  
i a  to  be  ocm pianantary  to  th e  e lem en ta ry  s c h o o l, p r e p a ra to ry  to  .  
th e  u n iv e r s i t y ,  o r  a  f i n a l l y  coaq tle te  i n s t i t u t i o n  w ith in  i t s e l f  a1
The s ta te -a p p ro v e d  p u b lic  h ig b  sc h o o l f o r  w h ite  y o u th s  fo llo w in g  a  
uniform  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  p re s c r ib e d  b y  th e  S ta te  Board o f  B daea tion  v as 
i n  i t s  in fa n c y  when th s  above s ta te m e n t v a s  wade* I n  t h i s  s tu d y  an  a t ­
tem pt w i l l  be  made to  show how th e  b road  and e n ric h e d  c u rric u lu m  o f  1956 
ev o lv ed  from th e  narrow  and r e s t r i c t e d  c u rr ic u lu m  o f  1906* Zn o rd e r  t h a t  
th e  s t a tu s  o f  th e  cu rricu lu m  p re s c r ib e d  i n  1906 f o r  th e  s ta te -a p p ro v e d  
p u b l ic  h ig h  sc h o o ls  be u n d e rs to o d  and a p p re c ia te d ,  i t  i s  a p p ro p r ia te  th a t  
a  su rv e y  be made o f  th e  c u r r i c u l a r  o f f e r in g s  f o r  h ig h  sch o o ls  i n  L o u is ia n a  
p r i o r  to  1906*
Bar th e  p u rp o ses o f  t h i s  t h e s i s  th e  cu rricu lu m  f o r  h ig h  o r  secondary  
sch o o ls  r e f e r s  to  th o se  c o u rse s  o f f e r e d  f o r  y o u th s  o f  a b o u t fo u r te e n  to
^ Ihwc ssd l n s s  o f  th e  C onference o f  High School f t r ln c ip s la  o f  P ub lic  
B duoatloh , b e c sm b e rT o -lp ,  19m  l B aton Rouget ik e  i w  A dvocate, T W 0 7  
p .  i b .
1
2e ig h te e n  j f M n  b y  i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  fo rm al t d w a t l o a  below  th o  c o l le g e  la iw l  
and above th a  e le m e n ta ry  le v e l*  th o  oeoondary e w d e v l o i
i n  L o u is ia n a  developed  i n  ch u rch  r e l a t e d  s c h o o ls , p r iv a t e  l a y  sc h o o ls , 
se m i-p u b lic  o r  s ta te - e u b e id ie e d  s c h o o ls , and i a  p u b l ic  schoo ls*  A t f i r s t ,  
o n ly  church  r o l a t a d  aohoola  e x is te d )  l a t e r ,  too  o r  n o ro  o f  th aa a  a g e n d a s  
o p o ro ta d  a t  th a  b o m  U na*
I .  THE CURBXCULDM FOR SEODHTART SCHXJLS PRIOR TO 1012
C o lo n ia l p e r io d * Tho e a r ly  a o t t l o r s  o f  L o u ia ia a a  woro p ra d o a in a a t ly  
Fronch p eo p le  who b e lie v e d  t h a t  e d u c a tio n  was a  p ro p e r  fu n c t io n  o f  th e  
eh ero h  o r  hone* Hence, th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  y o u th  ume e a re d  f o r  by e b a re h  
r e l a t e d  aohoola* I n  a d d it io n ,  w e a lth y  p e re n ta  a e n t t h e i r  aona to  F rance 
f o r  t h e i r  fo iw a l e d u c a tio n  o r  h i r e d  p r iv a te  t u to r  a .
Aa e a r l y  aa  1727, a  aehoo l f o r  g i r l a  uaa e e ta b l ie h e d  i n  Raw Q rleana  
b y  th e  Or o n lin e  anna* The c u r r lo u lu n  a t  f t r a t  o o n a ia te d  o f  th e  c a te c h ism , 
re a d in g , w r i t in g  and needlew ork) b u t  uaa l a t e r  expanded to  in c lu d e  F rench , 
E n g lish , geogr aphy , a r i th m e t ic ,  h i a to r y ,  m a l e ,  sow ing, and  housework*?
The fL ra t  oouroea l i e  te d  w ere o b v io a d y  o f f e r e d  a a  e le m e n ta ry  s u b je c ts )  
th o ae  added l a t e r  were a p p a re n tly  o f  an  upper e le m e n ta ry  o r  secondary  n a tu re *
I n  a d d i t io n  to  re lig L o u a  ao h o o la , th e r e  were a n u r o u s  p r iv a te  l a y  
aohoo la  and i a a t r u c t o r s  p ro v id in g  in s t r u c t i o n  i n  seco n d a ry  c o u rse s  i n  1000* 
Many new spaper a d v e r tis e m e n ts  i n  Hew O rlean s  i n  th e  f i r s t  decade o f  th e  n in e ­
te e n th  c e n tu ry  in d ic a te d  t h a t  th e  fo llo w in g  oouroea were b e in g  ta u g h t i  
r e a d in g ,  w r i t in g ,  m athem atics i n  a l l  b ra n c h e s , L a t in ,  Oreek, E n g lis h , book-
?Lena Lopes R aanue l, "E ducation  i n  C o lo n ia l lo u ia ia a a *  (u n p u b lish ed  
M a s te r 's  t h e s i s ,  T ulane Uni v a r s i t y ,  Hew O rle a n s , 1931), p* 3U*
3k M jd n t i  geography* h ie to x y , g ra w t r ,  I U I U b ,  n m o h i  mythology* chronol*  
o g y* Spanish* em bro idery , p o in t  end  o rep e  work* French d a rn in g  and m r y  
k in d  o f  fa n c y  work* p l a in  sew ing and  Basking* n s i e ,  dancing* drawing* 
and a s t r o  n o ay .^  Many o f  th e s e  aaM  oouraaa  a r a  ta u g h t  i n  h ig h  aohoola 
today*
T a r r i t o r i a l  p e r io d * P u b lic  a d n e a tio n  waa p r a e t i e a l l y  n o n -e n is te n t  
i n  L o u is ia n a  a t  th a  b e g in n in g  o f  th a  n in a ta a n th  cen t ury*  F ra a id a n t 
J e f f e r s o n  in d ic a te d  t h l e  f a c t  i n  a  a te a a g a  to  C ongress i n  1803* An ex­
c e r p t  f ro n  tta ia  aaaaag a  a p p e a rs  balow t
T here a r a  no o e lle g e s*  and b u t  one p u b lic  sehool* w hich l a  a t
Be* O rleans*  Tha a a a ta r a  o f  t h i s  a r a  p a id  by  th a  k ing* They te a c h
th a  S pan ish  language  o n ly  • •
I n  100$ th a  L e g is la t iv e  C ouncil o f  th a  T e r r i to r y  o f  O rlean s p assed  
a  law  e n t i t l e d  "An A ct to  I n s t i t u t e  an  U n iv e rs i ty  i n  th a  T e r r i to r y  o f  
O rlean s* "^  The c o n te n t  o f  th a  law  was b aaed  upon knowledge o f  th e  s y s te a  
o f  p u b l ic  a d n e a tio n  developed b y  th e  s t a t e  o f  New York* The fo re g o in g  law 
p ro v id e d  f o r  a  c o l le g e  w ith in  th e  C ity  o f  New O rlean s and  f o r  aeoondazy 
sc h o o ls  i n  th e  i b r a  o f  ao ad ea iea*  The b o a rd  o f  re g e n ts*  who w ere to  a d m in is ­
t e r  th e  law* were a u th o r is e d  to  e s t a b l i s h  w ith in  each  eo u n ty  o f  th e  
t e r r i t o r y  one o r  a c re  a o ad ea iea  f o r  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f  you th  i n  th e  F rench 
and K n g lid i languages*  read in g *  w ritin g *  g reensr*  a r i th m e tic *  and geography! 
and su ch  a  madber o f  ao ad ea ies  i n  th e  t e r r i t o r y  a s  th e y  n ig h t  judge f i t
^M artin  L u th e r R iley*  "The Development o f  B ducation  i n  L ow iaiaaa F r i e r  
to  S tatehood** The L o u is ia n a  H is to r i c a l  Q u a r te r ly ,  m  (Ju ly *  1936)* 6 2 2 -h .
^Am erican S ta te  W ipersi Documents,  L e g is la t iv e  and B se c u tiv e * o f  th e  
C ongress o r  W TBaHEed States, H iso eH an eo u s (uhafaingfoni (Adas aatT Ssalon* 
ipjlRj* voTT T T P« i»M, c i i e q  py  m ie y ,  o p , e i t* *  p .  U6 *
^A cts le a s e d  a t  th e  F i r s t  S e ss io n  o f  th e  L e g is la t iv e  C ouncil o f  th e  
T e r r i to r y  o f  M e a n s  xm m S S m S  A ct Approved A p m  i9 7  I5C$
(lew  o r u s a s *  l b f t j *  p p . A a - 6 *
uf o r  th e  in e  t r a c t i o n  o f  th o  700t h  o f  th o  fom ale aem i n  th o  lo g l l e h  and 
VTonch l a a i a i i M t  and i n  aweh h ranehoa  o f  p o l l  t o  l i t e r a t u r e *  and  asoh 
l i b o r a l  a r i a  and a c o o a p lla h n a n te  aa  n ig h t  bo e u i ta b le  to  th o  aca  o f  th o  
p u p ila * ^
I I .  THE CUHHICULUM FOR SKJOWAItT SCHOOLS OF L0UI8IA1A IKK  1012 TO I860
E n a  1812 to  I860  oonrooa o f  a  eooon dagy  n a tu re  vo ro  o f fo ro d  to  th o  
7011th  o f  L o u ia ian a  i n  th o  p u b lic  h ig h  aohoola  o f  Haw O rloana* i n  th o  
academ iee* and  i n  th o  p u b lic  h ig h  aohoola  o f  L ou ia iana*
Tho c n r r i c u ln a  i n  th o  p u b lic  h ig h  aohoola o f  Wan O rlo an a* Socondary 
a d n e a tio n  i n  Nan O rloana  naa  organ!m od and a d n ln ia ta ro d  i n  aocordanoo w ith  
laara d i f f e r e n t  fT on thoao  whioh a p p lie d  to  o th e r  p u b lic  h ig h  aohoo la  i n  th o  
e t a  to *  i n  ooneequenee th o  p u b l ic  h ig h  aohoola o f  Haw O rloana developed  
o o p a ra to lj*  I n  1626 funde wore a p p ro p r ia te d  f o r  th a  o a ta b lia h n o n t  o f  
th ro e  aohoola i n  th o  c ity *  a  c e n t r a l  o r  h ig h  aohool and two p rim a ry  eeboola*? 
Thoao aohoo la  a c q u ire d  a  r e p u ta t io n  f o r  t h e i r  o f f i le le a e y  and e f f e c t iv e  i n -  
a tm e t io n *  They woro n o t f r e e  to  a l l*  however* aa th o  A ct o f  1826 p rov ided  
t h a t  each  o f  th o  th ro e  aohoola  waa to  ad m it f i f t y  poor c h i ld re n  w ith o u t 
charge*  I t  waa p ro v id ed  i n  t h i e  a c t  t h a t  French* K n g llah , I a t ln *  natham at- 
i e a  and l i t e r a t u r e  ahould  bo in o lu d o d  i n  th e  h lg h -a e h o o l c u rr ic u lu m . The 
h ig h  aohool waa aam l-p u b lle  u n t i l  18b l when t u i t i o n  waa diaponaod w ith  a l*  
to g e th e r*  and i t  bocone th e  f l r a t  genuine p u b lio  h ig h  aohool i n  L ou ia iana*  
m  161*3 a  aeoond h ig h  aohool waa o a ta b lia h o d  in  law  O rloana* and a  t h i r d  
opened i n  181*5* Tho l a t t e r  aohoo l o f fo ro d  Orook i n  a d d i t io n  to  th o  oouroea
6Ib ld .
7A cta foaaod  a t  th o  aeoond Seaaion  o f  th o  Seventh  L e g is la tu r e  o f  tho  
S ta te  o1rT b u ia ia n a 7 noEc5oborod A ct ipprove<fT C rch 31 .  162*0 [\kw  b r ie a n e i  
Jhnea  ffT B ra d fo rd , S ta te  p r in te r*  1826)* p .  li*6 .
5■ en tio n ed  above***
In  1857 O rlean s P a r ia h  had a  boye* h ig h  se h o o l and a  f i r l a *  h ig h  
sch o o l i n  e ae h  o f  th e  fo u r  d i s t r i c t s  o f  th e  p a r is h *  B ranches ta u g h t  i n  
th e  f c a a le  h ig h  sch o o l v e r s  h i s to r y ,  r h e t o r i c ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p h ilo so p h y , 
n a tu r a l  p h ilo so p h y , c h a r t s  t r y ,  p h y s io lo g y , b o ta n y , p h y s ie a l  geogr a phy, 
a lg e b r a ,  f ta g l ls h , l i t e r a t u r e ,  f re n c h , and a r i t h n e t i e *  The n a le  h i t f i  
sch o o l o f f e r e d  L a t in ,  C reek , g a o n s try , t r ig o n o n s t r y ,  su rv e y in g , phys­
i c a l  s c ie n c e s ,  r h e t o r i c ,  i n t e l l e c t u a l  p h ilo so p h y . C o n s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  
U n ited  S t a t e s ,  f re n c h , B ng lieh  and f re n c h  h i s t o r y ,  n a tu r a l  p h ilo so p h y , 
o h a r t s t r y ,  p h y s io lo g y , geography, b o ta n y , n a tu r a l  h i s t o r y ,  geo logy , booh* 
k e ep in g , C o n s t i tu t io n  o f  th e  S ta te  o f  L o u is ia n a , and  ae tronony*?  A d d itio n a l  
c o u rs e s  o f f e r e d  i n  th e  p u b lic  h ig h  sc h o o ls  i n  O rlean s  P a r ish  i n  1859 v a ra  
n e n s u ra t io n , n a v ig a tio n , h i s t o r y  o f  O reees, h i s t o r y  o f  Rone, and  a n c ie n t  
and  nodern  h i s t o r y *10 E f f i c i e n t  and  w e ll-e d u c a te d  I n s t r u c t o r s  ta u g h t i n  
th e s e  sch o o ls}  and th e  c u r r le n lu a  v a s  o o e p a ra b le , i n  so f a r  a s  th e  acad en ic  
o o u rsea  v e r s  concerned* to  th e  c u r r i c u la  o f  p u b lic  h ig h  sc h o o ls  and a o e d -  
e n i s s  i n  th e  n o r th e rn  and e a s t e r n  e e c tlo n e  o f  th e  o o u u try *11 I n  1857 
S u p e rin te n d e n t Sanuel Bard p ra is e d  th e  e x c e l le n t  sc h o o ls  o f  Raw O rlean s 
a s  b e in g  a  b r ig h t  s p o t i n  L o u is ian a  ed u o a tio a*
* H g iitf io ld  b « Ihiy, The H is to ry  o f  B duoation  i n  L o u is ia n a  (W ashingtons 
Q ovenseent P r in t in g  O f f ic e ,  1 W J »  p* 7 l*
* Annual R ep o rt o f  th e  S u p erin tenden t  o f  W h ile  B duoation to  th e  
L e c is lS lv re  o f  uhe 4Cate o f  L o u ia ian a  (B a to n  Anuses J* k .  T a y lo r . 1858 ).
p sI :  j g w ; ---------------------------------------------------
10R e p o rt o f  th a  S u p a rin te n d a n t o f  W b lic  B duoation to  th e  lo g le l a tu r o  
o f  th e  B u W  oT lo u ia ia n a  (b a to n  dom es M» fray lo r. l ta o d j, p* s l i .
^ A n n u a l R ep o rt o f  th e  S u p e rin te n d e n t o f  h b l i c  B duoation  to  th a
(■awTrieanat John ClaiEorne,
6T in c u rr ic u lu m  I n  th e  academ ies*  The academ ies warn p r iv a te  sc h o o ls  
su p p o rte d  b y  tndow w R tai t u i t i o n ,  and  I n  a iq y  on—  b y  fu n d s  t p p n p r i t t w l  
by th e  S ta te  .L e g is la tu re *  Between 1811 and 161*2 th e  L e g is la tu r e  o f  Lou­
i s i a n a  encouraged academ ies by p ro v id in g  fu n d i  f o r  t h e i r  suppo rt*  The 
app r o p r ia t io n s  v a r ie d  from t in e  to  t in e *  I n  1033* f o r  exam ple, ao ad en iee  
were p a id  $2*62$ p e r  p u p il  each  month by  th e  S ta te *  The maxima*, how ever, 
t h a t  a l l  aoarlead.ee i n  a  p a r is h  o o u ld  re o e iv e  v a s  $1 ,3 5 0  an nually*  I n  
r e tu r n  f o r  th e s e  payment s ,  th e  eohoo le  were ex p ec ted  to  e d u ca te  a  c e r t a i n  
number o f  poor c h i ld r e n . 12 T h is  s tim u lu s  to  e d u ca tio n  i n  th e  form o f  
m onetary  a s s i s ta n c e  encouraged th e  e a ta b lld la e e a t  o f  numerous academ ies* 
T his ty p e  o f  seh o o l was th e  p r in c ip a l  so u rce  o f  secondary  e d u c a tio n  i n  
L o u is ia n a  u n t i l  th e  l a s t  decade o f  th e  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry , when th e  s t a t e -  
approved h ig h  seh o o l re p la c e d  i t *  M ost o f  th e s e  a o ad e n ie s  p rov ided  
secondary  e d u c a tio n , a s  w e ll a s  e d u c a tio n  o f  an  e le m e n ta ry  n a tu r e | and 
some o f  th e  b e t t e r  ones o f f e r e d  work a t  th e  c o lle g e  le v e l*  The N atch i­
to c h e s  Academy, in c o rp o ra te d  i n  1019, was one o f  th e  f i r s t  such academ ies 
i n  th e  s t a te *  A few o th e r s  were e s ta b l is h e d  b e fo re  1633* M obley, i n  h i s  
s tu d y  o f  th e  academy movement i n  L o u is ia n a , in d ic a te d  t h a t  tw enty-one 
ao ad en iee  were e s ta b l is h e d  betw een 1033 and 18U2, a t  w hich l a t t e r  tim e 
s t a t e  a i d  was w ithdraw n*1^
A dvertisem en ts a p p e a rin g  i n  new spapers and p e r io d ic a l s  d u r in g  th e  
p e r io d  o f  th e  academy movement  showed t h a t  th e  a o ad e n ie s  o f f e r e d  a  few o r  
many o f  th e  fo llo w in g  su b je c ts*  F ren ch , L a t in ,  G reek, S pan ish , E n g lish , 
I t a l i a n ,  P o rtu g u e se , a lg e b r a ,  tr ig o n o m e try , geom etry , n a tu r a l  s c ie n c e .
12jam es W. M obley, "The Academy Movement i n  L o u is ia n a ,” R e p rin te d  
f r o u  I<owiaiaa* H i s to r i c a l  Q u a r te r ly ,  ZXZ ( J u ly , 191*7), 10*
13 lb± d* , p .  11*•
7chem istry, geography, astronomy, h is to r y , grammar, ph ilosop h y , e lo c u t io n ,  
l o g ic ,  n atu ra l philosophy* moral p h ilo sop h y , com position , r h e to r ic , m usic, 
and a r t T h e  academy in  Baton Rouge In 1831, fo r  exam ple, o ffered  courses  
in  L a tin , Greek, French, Spanish, I t a l ia n ,  a lg eb ra , geometry, bookkeeping, 
higher m athem atics, astronomy, natural ph ilosop h y , moral ph ilosop h y , lo g ic ,  
e lo c u t io n , h is to r y , E n g lish , s p e l l in g ,  geography, and a r ith m e t ic .^  The 
curriculum  was g e n e ra lly  determined lo c a l ly  by th e  tr u s te e s  o f  an academy 
and, o f  cou rse , by th e  demands o f th e  p u b lic . Mobley poin ted  out th at  
in  sosm ca ses  the course o f  study was sp e c if ie d  by th e  S ta te  but u su a lly  
t h i s  was l e f t  to  the d isc r e t io n  o f  the board o f t r u s t e e s .^
The curriculum  in  the p u b lic  high sch o o ls  o f  L ou isian a . The f i r s t  
law to  e s ta b lis h  fr e e  p u b lic  sch oo ls fo r  the s ta te  o f Louisiana was nassed  
in  1847. I t  s t ip u la te d  th a t means should be crovided fo r  th e  education o f  
w hite youths o f the s ta t e  between the ages o f  s ix  and s ix te e n  in  such 
su b jec ts  a s should be p rescr ib ed . Regarding th e  su b jects  th a t should be 
p rescr ib ed , the law provided th a t  the s t a t e  superintendent o f p u b lic  edu­
c a tio n  from tim e to  time should g ive  such d ir e c t io n s  as t o  the course o f  
study and books t o  be used as he m ig it judge a d v isa b le . I t  a lso  gave th e  
d ir e c to r s  o f  sch oo l d i s t r i c t s  th e  power to  e s ta b l is h  such ru les  and regu­
la t io n s  as they deesied proper for th e  government of the s c h o o l s .^  From 
th ese  le g a l  s t ip u la t io n s  i t  would appear th a t th e  course o f  study might be
^ I b i d . .  p . 20 .
15I b id , .  p . 32 .
l6 I b id . .  p . 13 .
^?Acts Passed by the Second S ession  o f  th e  F ir s t  L eg is la tu re  o f  the  
S ta te  o f L ou isian a . Act Number 225 (New Orleans: W. Van Benthiqrsen, 1847),
pp . 1 7 & 4 .
ft
p re s c r ib e d  by t h s  s t a t e  su p e r in te n d e n t a n d /o r  by th e  l o c a l  b o a rd  o f  d i r e c ­
to r s *  An a c t  o f 1853 r e o rg a n is in g  f r e e  p u b lic  sch o o ls  o f  L o u is ia n a  l e f t  
t h i s  n a t t e r  e n t i r e l y  in  l o e a l  hands.
R epo rts  su b s d tte d  by d i r e c to r s  o f  se h o o l d i s t r i c t s  o f  s e v e ra l  p a r ­
is h e s  i n  1852 re v e a le d  t h a t  th e  fo llo w in g  c o u rse s  were t a u £ i t  t o  y o u th s  
betw een s ix  and s ix te e n :  F rench and S n g lish  lan g u ag es , F rench  and E n g lish
g n w i r ,  a r i th m e t ic ,  r e a d in g  and w r i t in g  in  b o th  French and S n g lish  (w ith  
d i c t a t i o n  and p a r s in g ) ,  s p e l l i n g ,  geograohy, h i s to r y ,  a lg e b ra , geosw t r y ,  
n a tu r a l  p h ilo so p h y , e lem en ts o f  c h e s d s try , and botany* A ll  o f  th e  sch o o ls  
ta u g h t  th e  3- R 's j  n o e t o f th e n  ta u g h t  s p e l l in g  and g ra s n a r ; a  few o f fe re d  
one o r  more o f th e  o th e r  o o u r see  m en tioned . The r e p o r t s  made no d i s t i n c ­
t i o n  betw een p u p i ls  o r s u b je c ts  a s  t o  e lem en ta ry  and h ig h e r  g ra d e . ^
S inoe th e  sch o o ls  were p red o sd n a n tly  o n e -te a c h e r  sch o o ls  and vngraded , 
i t  can  re a so n a b ly  be assumed t h a t  th e  c u rr ic u lu m  was t o  a  la rg o  e x te n t 
de te rm ined  by what a  te a c h e r  i n  a  g iven  sch o o l was q u a l i f i e d  t o  te a c h  and 
what a  P19I I  was c ap a b le  o f  le a r n in g .
By 185ft a  few p a r is h e s  were r e p o r t in g  h ig h -sc h o o l s u b je c t s ,  y e t  th e  
v a s t  m a jo r i ty  s t i l l  d id  n o t d i s t in g u is h  between s u b je c ts  a s  t o  w hether 
th e y  were o f  an e lem en tary  o r  secondary  n a tu r e .  Courses o f fe re d  in  1856 
which were n o t o f fe re d  in  1852 were G reek, L a t in ,  and e lo c u t io n .  In  
a d d it io n  one sch o o l in  C a r ro l l  P a r i s h  o f fe re d  bookkeeping; and some 
sc h o o ls  o f  Union P a r is h  o f fe re d  p a in t in g ,  n eed le -w o rk , and m usic.
The fo llo w in g  r e p o r t  in  1856, s ig n ed  by A. S a l l i e r ,  T re a su re r  o f
**Acts P assed  th e  F i r s t  L e g is la tu re  St * t s  o£ L o u is ia n a .
Act Number 256 (New O rlean s : Etadle La S e re , S ta te  P r i n t e r s ,  1853)* P* 219 .
l ?B oport o f th e  S u p e rin te n d en t o f  P u b lic  E duca tion  w ith  th e  Aocom-  
nanw ine Documents (New O rle a n s : f i d l e  La S e re , S ta te  P r i n t e r s ,  1853),
P p V 9 - l9 .
9C a lc a s ie u  P a r ia h ,  i a  an in d ic a t io n  t h a t  ta a e h a ra  d e te rm in e d , in  no sm all 
m easure , what waa ta u g h t i n  th a  aohoo la  a t  t h a t  t i n a i
Tha P o l ic a  Ju ry  o f t h i a  p a r ia h  have a p p o in ted  a  c o e a d tte e  to  
examine ta a e h a ra  o f  th a  P u b lic  S c h o o ls , w hich, t o  some e x te n t ,  h as  
Improved th e  c o n d it io n  o f  th e  eehoo la  in  over p a r ia h .  I  c a n n o t sa y , 
how ever, t h a t  th a  g e n e ra l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  ta a e h a ra  a ra  a e ry  
good; i n  n o a t d i s t r i c t  a ,  th e  D ire c to r s  a ra  a e r y  r e n i s s  and M an ifest 
a e ry  l i t t l e  i n t e r e s t  i n  th a  s c h o o ls ;  th e y  sand an  a p p lic a n t  t o  th a  
e o am ittee  f o r  ex am in a tio n  on one o r  two o f  th a  low er b ra n c h e s , a  
c e r t i f i c a t e  o f  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  on th e s e  b ranches i a  g ia e n , and i t  „
o p e ra te s  aa  a  p a s s p o r t  t o  te a c h  e v e ry th in g , f r o n  "Alpha" t o  "Onega."
The b eg in n in g  o f  th e  C iv i l  War i n  1661 v i r t u a l l y  stopped  c u r r i c u la r
developm ent in  th e  p u b lic  h igh  s c h o o ls .  The fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n t o f  T . H.
K a rr is  i s  i n d ic a t iv e  o f  c o n d it io n s  i n  p u b lic  e d u c a tio n  d u rin g  th e  p e r io d
o f  th e  C iv i l  War:
The sc h o o l s t a t i s t i c s  o f  th e  p e r io d  a r e  n o t a v a i la b le ,  b u t  i t  
i s  p ro b ab ly  s a fe  t o  say  t h a t  th e  a tte n d a n c e  was c o n fin ed  l a r g e ly  t o  
neg ro  c h i ld re n  and th e  few w h ite  Union sy m p a th ise rs*21
I I I .  THE CURRICULUM FOR SECONDARY SCHOOLS OF LOUISIANA FROM 1660 TO 1906
The c u rric u lu m  i n  th e  p u b lic  h ix h  sch o o ls  o f  Mew O rle a n s* In  1664
22New O rleana  had e ig h t  p u b l ic  h igh  aohoola w ith  an e n ro llm e n t of 377 p u o l l s .  
The s t a t e  su p e r in te n d e n t * s  annual r e p o r t  o f  1664 p re s e n te d  th e  co u rse  o f 
s tu d y  f a r  th e  male and fem ale h igh  sc h o o ls  o f  Mew O rle a n s . S ince  t h i s  i s  
th e  e a r l i e s t  h ig h -sc h o o l co u rse  o f  s tu d y  t h a t  cou ld  be lo c a te d  in  which
2CW g £ fc  
S t  & £  S ta te  o f
__________ a t  P u b lic  B duoation t o  th e  L e g is la tu re
oU ^., p .  52.
21Thomae H. H a r r is ,  TJj j  She to ry  o f  P u b lic  fij 
mant o f  Delgado Tradei
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th e r e  appeared  th e  d e s ig n a t io n  o f  y e a r  in  h ig h  schoo l when th s  v a rio u s  
c o u rse s  ware ta u g h t ,  i t  i s  g iven  i n  f u l l  below f o r  th s  s a l e  d ep artm en t.
ik l& P g e tr tT O *
F i r s t  T ear -  T h ird  C lass
Reading S a s re is e s  A lgebra
EbgLish Grammar French
U n iv e rsa l H is to ry  L a tin
N a tu ra l P h ilo so p h y  Com position sad
A rith m etic  D eelanation
Second T ear -  Second C lass
R h e to ric  Geometry and Trigonom etry
A ncient Geography, H is to ry  French
and Chronology L a tin
C h e n is try  Greek
A lgebra C onposltion  and
D eelanation
T h ird  T ear -  F i r s t  C lass
M ental and M oral P h ilo sophy  French
C h e n is try  L a tin  -  V i r g i l  and C icero
A strcnony Greek
Surveying and N av igation  G eneral Review o f S tu d ies
E lemen t s  o f Bookkeeping
By 1867 th e  number o f  p u b lic  h igh  schoo ls  in  Now O rleans had been r e ­
duced t o  th r o e .  S ig ie ria ten d en t Thomas W. Conway (1868-1872) ex p la in ed  th a t  
th e  sm a ll sch o o ls  had been merged in to  la rg e  ones where th s  "per c a p i ta "  
c o s t  o f in s t r u c t io n  was le e s  Many s h i t e  you ths o f the  c i t y  a tte n d e d  
p r iv a te  sch o o ls  d u rin g  th e  R e co n s tru c tio n  e r a .  In  1882 th e r e  were two 
p u b lic  h ig h  schoo ls  in  New O rlean s , a  b o y s ' h igh  schoo l and a g i r l s '  h igh  
s c h o o l . ^  Courses i n  Greek and in  e o sp o s it io n  and dec lam ation  were
^ R e p o r t  sL  th e  S ta te  S u p erin ten d en t o£ P u b lic  E ducation  fo r  1867 
and 1868—S ess io n  o f 1869 (New Or Inane t A. L. L ee, S ta te  P r i n t e r ,  1869), 
P T 2T . --------------------------------------
^ R eport g f  ££e C hief Supe r in te n d e n t o£ fclw P u b lic  Schools s i  
O rleans t o  th e  a ta te  Board o f  E d u o a t i o n (New O rlean s: L . Graham and
Sons, P r i n t e r s ,  1882), p p . 16-17 .
uo m itte d  from th o  c u r r i c u l m  in  1982. C ourses added t o  th o  c u rr ic u lu m  In  
1882 woro penm anship, s ten o g rap h y , E n g lish , l l t e r a t v r e ,  l i n e a r  d raw ing , 
etym ology, p h y s io lo g y , and b o ta n y . Thore waa a a o p a ra to  oourso  o f  a tu d y  
f o r  oaeh o f  th o  two h ig h  a o h o o la . C o w ses  o f f s r a d  f o r  th o  g i r l s *  h ig h  
aohoo l and n o t  f o r  th o  boys* h igh  aohool woro etym ology, p h y s ic a l  geography, 
a r i th m e t ic ,  b o tan y , a lg e b r a ,  and  p h y s io lo g y . C ourses o f fe re d  f o r  th o  b o y s ' 
h ig h  aohoo l and n o t f o r  th o  g i r l s *  h ig h  aohoo l wore L a t in ,  bookkeeping , 
l i n e a r  d raw in g , p la n e  tr ig o n o m e try , and s u rv e y in g .2^
In  1893 a  com m ittee o f  th e  O rleans P a r i s h  Sehool Board re p o r te d  th r e e  
p u b lic  h ig h  sc h o o ls  e n ro l l in g  224 boys and 456 g i r l s .  These aohoola were 
th e  p r in o ip a l  p re p a ra to ry  sc h o o ls  f o r  s tu d e n ts  who would a t te n d  T ulane U ni- 
▼ ersity  and Sophie Newcomb C o lle g e . In  1908 New O rleans had th re e  p u b lic  
h ig h  s c h o o ls . These were MeDonogh High Sehool Number One, McDonogh High 
S ehoo l Nunbsr Two, and McDonogh High School Nuaber T h ree . The th r e e  sc h o o ls  
had a  t o t a l  e n ro llm e n t o f 1 ,6 1 B .2*^
The o iarrlcu lum  in  th e  academ ies. W ith few e x c e p tio n s , th o se  academ ies 
which had co n tin u ed  a f t e r  s t a t e  a s s i s ta n c e  was stopped  i n  1842 went out o f  
e x is te n c e  a t  th s  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  C iv i l  War o r  soon t h e r e a f t e r .  Four o f  
th e  academ ies which managed t o  su rv iv e  th e  C iv i l  War and th e  R e c o n s tru c tio n  
p e r io d  have become h igh  so h o o ls  o f  to d a y . These a re  C lin to n  Female Academy, 
which became C lin to n  High School} O uach ita  Female Sem inary, which became
25I b i d .
2^"M inutes o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  o f  Hay 24 , 1893" (Unpub­
l i s h e d ,  S ta te  D epartm ent o f  B duoation o f L o u is ia n a , Baton Rouge.)
2^Amnual R eport o f  th e  Su p e rin te n d e n t o f th e  P u b lic  Schools o f th e  
P a r i s h  o f  Or l e a ns 1909-1910 (New O rlean s : S teeg  P r in t in g  and P u b lis h in g
Cosgiany, 1910), p p . 3 3 -7 .
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Monroe C ity  High School ( l a t e r  N e v ille  High S c h o o l) ; F ra n k lln to n  Academy, 
whioh becuMs F ra n k lln to n  High S choo l; and P o y d ras Academy, which became 
P oyd ras High S c h o o l.2®
The a ta tu e  o f  p r iv a te  and s e a l - p r iv a t e  secondary  sc h o o ls  which were 
e e ta b l is h e d  d u r in g  and a f t e r  th e  R e c o n s tru c tio n  p e r io d  and which c o n s t i ­
tu ted  a  so u rce  o f  f o r a a l  e d u c a tio n  f o r  y o u th s o f L o u is ian a  betw een I860  and 
1892 was g iven  by Mobley a s  fo llo w s  *
A ra y  o f l i g h t  se rv ed  t o  s tre n g th e n  th e  s p i r i t  t h a t  k ep t a l iv e  
e d u c a tio n a l  a c t i v i t y  d u r in g  th e s e  d a rk  d a y s . I t  cane f ro *  th e  Pea* 
body Fund. A benevolence which had been s e t  a s id e  t o  a id  p u b lic  
e d u c a tio n  In  th e  S o u th . F ro*  1868 t o  1873, wany sch o o ls  re c e iv e d  
a id  f r o *  t h i s  Fund.
W hile th e  Peabody Fund was used in  t h i s  S ta te  i n  th e  su p p o rt o f  
p r iv a te  s c h o o ls ,  o r sc h o o ls  o f  a  s e a l - p r iv a t e  n a tu r e ,  n e v e r th e le s s ,  
i t  was an in p e tu s  t o  th e  p u b lic  sc h o o l s p i r i t .  When o rd e r  re p la c e d  
th e  o h a o tlc  o o n d itio n  o f  R e c o n s tru c tio n  days th e  S ta te  l e n t  i t s  
ev e ry  e f f o r t  i n  t h e  d e v e lo p sn n t o f  e d u c a tio n . Funds f o r  t h i s  were 
n s a g re ,  b u t an  arrangem ent was weds whereby p r iv a te  i n s t i t u t i o n s  
were p e r n i t t e d  t o  have a p p ro p r ia te d  t o  t h e i r  u se , by th e  p a r i s h e s ,  
such funds a s  were a v a i la b le .  T h is  scheao n o t on ly  a id e d  th e  p r i ­
v a te  e eh o o ls  b u t  a l s o  aade sch o o l a tte n d a n c e  p o e s ib le  f o r  aany  
c h i ld r e n  whose p a re n ts  were n o t a b le  t o  b e a r  th e  heavy burden o f  
t u i t i o n  t h a t  would o th e rw ise  have been c h a rg ed . A t e r n  o f  f r o a  two 
t o  f iv e  a o n th s  o u t o f  p u b lic  funds was o f  l i t t l e  u se , b u t when ap­
p r o p r ia te d  t o  th e  use o f  th e  p r iv a te  se h o o l and in c re a s e d  by a 
re a so n a b le  t u i t i o n  c h a rg e , a  f u l l  t e n s  was u s u a l ly  th e  r e s u l t .  In  
so s»  p a r is h e s  t h i s  p la n  o p e ra te d  u n t i l  th e  adven t o f  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l 
p e r io d .
The naae  o f  academy ceased  t o  be used a f t e r  R e c o n s tru c tio n  d a y s , 
b u t  th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  naae o o n tin u e d . P r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  sch o o ls  were 
now o rg a n is e d .a e d e r  soae  h ig h -so u n d in g  n a ae , and a o s t  o f  th e n  were 
in c o rp o ra te d ,
These sc h o o ls  were e s ta b l is h e d  by o o lle g e  g ra d u a te s , a l n i s t e r e ,  and 
o th e r s  in t e r e s t e d  i n  e d u c a tio n . They were u s u a l ly  o rg an ised  under th e  naae 
o f  c o l le g e s ,  s e s d n a r ie s ,  o r  i n s t i t u t e s .  Each had a  s e p a ra te  co u rse  o f  s tu d y  
whioh was de te rm ined  l o c a l l y .  In  1879, f o r  e x a ^ l e ,  th e  Minden Female Col*
2®Mobley, £> . c l t . .  p .  14
2^ I b id . . p p . 19 -20 .
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le g e  o f fe re d  E n g lish , L a t in ,  F ren ch , l i t e r a t u r e ,  s c ie n c e ,  geom etry , 
a lg e b ra ,  a r i t h m e t ic ,  n a tu r a l  p h ilo so p h y , astronom y, c h e m is try , composi­
t i o n ,  h i s t o r y ,  m usic, a r t ,  m jrthology, r h e t o r i c ,  geography , and p h y s io lo g y . 
In  1869 th e  o o v m  o f  s tu d y  o f  th e  A cadia C o llege  c o n s is te d  o f E n g lish , 
m athem atics , modern la n g u a g e s , l i t e r a t u r e ,  s c ie n c e ,  e lo c u t io n ,  a r t ,  m usic , 
CB— ro o , te le g ra p h y , and s te n o g rap h y . P ro v is io n s  mere made fo r  in tro d u c ­
t i o n  o f o th e r  c o u rse s  a s  th e  need f o r  them a ro s e . A lthough th e  sch o o l 
mas r e f e r r e d  to  a s  a  c o l le g e ,  i t s  c o u rse s  d id  n o t ex tend  beyond t h a t  o f  
h igh  sc h o o l o r  seco n d ary  sch o o l r a n k .30
The c u rr ic u lu m  in  th e  p u b lic  h ia h  sch o o ls  o f L o u is ia n a . Between 
1860 and 1892 l i t t l e  developm ent to o k  p la c e  in  th e  c u rr ic u lu m  in  th e  
p u b lic  h ig h  sch o o ls  o f  L o u is ia n a  o u ts id e  o f  New O rlea n s . A r e p o r t  o f th e  
s t a t e  su p e r in te n d e n t o f  ed u ca tio n  in  1871 re v e a le d  th a t  th e r e  mas one 
p u b lic  h ig h  sc h o o l i n  th e  s t a t e  o u ts id e  o f  O rleans P a r l s h —t h a t  b e in g  in  
S t .  M artin  P a r ia h .3 1 C e r ta in  l e g i s l a t i o n  and p o l ic i e s  p e r ta in in g  to  th e  
h ig h -e e h o o l cu rricu lim i mere adop ted  d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d  even though  th e  
c u rr ic u lu m  i n  th e  sc h o o ls  developed  v e ry  l i t t l e .
The G enera l School Lam o f  1869, mhieh implem ented th e  "R eco n stru c tio n "  
C o n s t i tu t io n  o f 1868, empowered th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  to  make a l l  
n e e d fu l r u l e s  and r e g u la t io n s  f o r  th e  government o f  th e  sc h o o ls  and fo r  th e  
exam ination  and su p e rv is io n  o f  t e a c h e r s .  I t  a ls o  p e rm itte d  th e  d i s t r i c t  
board  o f  sc h o o l d i r e c to r s  t o  d e te rm in e  what s u b je c ts  shou ld  be ta u g h t  in  th e  
sc h o o ls  o f  t h e i r  d i s t r i c t s . 3^ The lam a p p a re n tly  in te n d e d  t h a t  th e  c u r r i -
31>Awiual R eport o f th e  S ta te  S\g>erintundent o f  P u b lic  E ducation  f o r  
1870 t o  th e  G eneral"A ssem bly o f  L o u is ian a  iwcw O rlean s t A. L . Lee7 S ta te  
P r i n t e r ,  U 7 1 )»  PP. 173-175.
33Acta P assed  bx tbg, G enera l Assembly £ f th e  S ta te  o f  L o u is ia n a  a t  th e  
Second S e ss io n  o f th e  m i s t  Leg i s l a t u r e . Act Nuaber 121 (Hem O rlean s : A. L
L ee,  S ta te  P r i o t e r , 1869, p .  181,
u
culum  cou ld  be d e te rm in ed  a t  th e  l o c a l  l e v e l  p ro v id ed  th e r e  was no v io ­
l a t i o n  o f  th a  r u l a a  and r a g u la t lo n a  a a t  by th a  S ta te  Board o f  E d u ca tio n .
The S ta ta  Board o f  B duoation  p ra a c r ib a d  s p e c i f  i e  c o u rse s  t o  ba ta u g h t  in  
th a  p rim ary  and  g r a a a r  g ra d e s , and r a q u ir a d  t h a t  th a  h ig h  ach o o la  ahould  
ba fo r  th a  e d u c a tio n  o f  a l l  c h i ld r e n  who ware com petent t o  pu raue  th a  
s u b je c ts  ta u g h t  t h e r e i n .33 T hia  r u l i n g  l e f t  nueh leew ay t o  l o c a l  a u th o r -  
l t l e a .  However, th a  S ta ta  S u p e rin te n d en t o f  P u b lic  B duoation th o u g h t 
t h a t  th a  c o u re as  o f fe re d  i n  h ig h  sch o o l shou ld  ba devo ted  t o  s tu d ie s  n o t 
ta u g h t  i n  th a  e lem en ta ry  sc h o o ls  and which p rep a red  one f o r  c o lla g e  o r 
s p e c ia l  s c h o o ls .3^
A nother im p o rtan t f e a tu r e  p e r ta in in g  to  th e  c u rr ic u lu m  which was 
in s e r te d  i n to  th e  p u b lic  sc h o o l law  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t i n e  in  1869 and which 
has co n tin u ed  In to  th e  p re s e n t  was t h a t  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  
shou ld  recommend a  u n if o r a  s e r i e s  o f  te x tb o o k s  f o r  use  i n  a l l  th e  eoraon 
sch o o ls  o f  th e  s t a t a .  A s e r i e s  o f  t e x t s ,  M ostly  f o r  e lem en ta ry  sc h o o ls , 
was adopted by th e  S ta ta  Board o f  E ducation  a t  i t s  m ee ting  o f  A p r il  9 , 1670.35 
An expanded l i s t  o f  h ig h -so h o o l t e x t s  was adopted  a t  th a  m eeting  o f  Jan u ary  
20 , 1 8 7 1 .^  Tha l i s t  in d ic a te d  t h a t  th a  c o u rse s  ta u g h t  o r  w hich odght be 
o f fe re d  in  th e  p u b lic  h ig h  sc h o o ls  were p h y s ic s ,  aetronoagr, c h e m is try , 
geo lo g y , tr ig o n o m e try , su rv e y in g , n a v ig a tio n , E n g lish  l i t e r a t u r e ,  composi­
t i o n ,  r h e t o r i c ,  s c ie n c e , p h y s io lo g y , b o ta n y , bookkeeping , etym ology, p h y s ic a l
33 c< m p iU tio n  o£ Lags sL  *22. U k I&ES* iS L  £!& 0 rg jP iH * 4 oP
and Sixm ort of  P u b l ic  B duoation . and R ules and R e g u la tio n s  tar th e  St a t e  
Board o f  B duoation (Hew O rlea n s i D a ily  R ep u b lican , 1869 ), P . 79 .
3*» Ib id . .  p .  69 .
35Annual R eport o f  th a  S ta te  S u p e rin te n d e n t o f P u b lic  E duca tion  f o r  
1870 t o  t h s j e n e r a l  Assembly ?£ 4 o u i « l e n a (Mew O rlea n s : A. L . L ee7 S ta te
P r i n t  e r , 1 8 7 l ) »  P . 179.
3^"M inutes o f  th e  S ta ta  Board o f  E ducation  from  A p r i l  2 6 , 1869 th ro u g h  
Septem ber 13 , 1890" (U npublished , S ta te  D epartm ent o f  B duoation  o f  L o u is ia n a , 
B aton Rouge), p p . 2 7 4 -5 .
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geography and m oral s c ie n c e .  A lthough th a  law  p ra a e r lb a d  t h a t  th a  t e x t ­
books ware t o  ba adop ted  f o r  p u b lie  h ig h  s c h o o ls , th a  S ta ta  Board o f 
B duoation  in d ic a te d  t h a t  th e y  sh o u ld  ba f o r  b o th  h ig h  as b o o ls  and aoademl e a .3^ 
Tha G enera l Sohool Law o f  1877 was a c re  a p a o if io  a s  t o  Who shou ld  
p r e s c r ib e  t h a  o u rr ic u lm a . I t  s t a t e d  t h a t  tb s  s u b je c ts  t o  ba ta q g h t  i n  t b s  
p u b l ie  sc h o o ls  o f th a  s t a t a  shou ld  ba f ix e d  fay tb s  S ta ta  Board o f  E d u ca tio n .
I t  g a r s  th e  p a r ia h  boards th a  power t o  make auoh r u le s  f o r  th a  governm ent 
o f  th a  f r e e  p u b l ie  sc h o o ls  w ith in  t h e i r  J u r i s d i c t i o n ,  n o t  in c o n s is te n t  w ith
th a  g e n e ra l  se h o o l law  and th a  r u l a s  p re s c r ib e d  by th a  S ta ta  Board o f  Edu-
*
c a t i o n .3® Tha l e g a l  s t i p u l a t i o n  t h a t  t h a  S ta te  Board of E ducation  shou ld  
p r e s c r ib e  th a  e u r r io u lm  f o r  th a  p u b l ie  sc h o o ls  o f th e  s t a t a  has bean  in  
a f f a e t  e ln e e  1877*
Tha S ta ta  Board o f  E ducation  in  1877 d e s ig n a te d  th a  p u b lic  sch o o ls  
i n  L o u is ia n a  a s  slsm en ta r y ,  academ ic , and  Normal s c h o o ls . I t  d e c la re d  
t h a t  th a  academ ic sc h o o ls  should  ba fo r  th a  co n tin u ed  in s t r u c t io n  o f auoh 
y o u th s  over fo u r te e n  y e a rs  o f  age who ware com petent t o  p u rsue  th o se  sub­
j e c t s  w hich in  o p t io n a l  c o u rse s  s u i te d  t h e i r  known a p t i tu d e s  and which 
would f i t  them  f o r  b u s in e ss  p u r s u i t s ,  o r  fo r  adm ission  t o  t h a  Normal a c h o o ls , 
t o  th a  S ta ta  U n iv e rs i ty  o f  L o u is ia n a , o r  to  th a  A g r ic u l tu r a l  and M echanical 
C o l l a t e .39
An a d o p tio n  o f  a  new l i s t  o f  tex tb o o k s  f o r  use in  a l l  t h a  p u b l ic  a c a -
39A anusl R eport o f  th e  S ta te  S u p e rin te n d en t o f  P u b lic  E ducation  f o r  
1870 t o  t h e~ flen sra l Assembly o f  L o u is ia n a  (law  O rleans: A. L . L ea , S ta te
P r i n t e r ,  1871' , p . 179.
3*Acta P a sse d  tar th a  Q enera l Assembly £ f  th e  S ta te  oft L o u is ia n a 
th a  E x tra  a e a a io n  o f  th a  F i f t h  L e g is la tu r e .  Act Number 23 (New O rlea n s :
S ^ g H T  K p S T S a d  C o ^ « h y 7 l8 7 7 T , p .  3 0 .
39"M inutes o f  th a  S ta ta  Board o f  E ducation  from  A n r il  26, 1869 t o  
Septem ber 13 , 1890" (U npublished , S ta ta  Departm ent o f  E ducation  o f 
L o u is ia n a , Baton R ouge), p .  270.
ud e a ic  and Normal seh o o ls  o f  th e  s t a t e  was recommended by S ig> eriu tendent 
R obert N. L usher (1876-1880) and approved by th a  S ta ta  Board of E ducation  
i n  1 8 7 7 .^ °  A o o a p ariso n  o f  t h i a  l i s t  w ith  t h a t  o f  1871 in d ic a te d  t h a t  
t e s t a  f o r  th e  fo llo w in g  o f f e r in g s  had been added s in c e  1871 * g e n e ra l 
h i s to r y ,  a n a to a y , so o lo g y , d raw in g , and n u s ic .  C o w ses f o r  whioh no t e x t s  
wore adop ted  i n  1877 and which n ig h t  h a re  been dropped f r o n  th e  s u b je c ts  
b e in g  ta u g h t betw een 1871 and 1877 were o h y s ic a , tr ig o n o m e try , s u r r e y in g ,  
n a v ig a t io n ,  b o ta n y , and n o r a l  s c ie n c e .
The o f f i o i a l  t i t l e  o f  p u b lie  secondary  sc h o o ls  was changed from  
a e a d a a ie  sc h o o ls  t o  h ig h  sch o o ls  in  1884, and has no t been a l t e r e d  s in c e  
th e n .  The S ta te  Board o f  E duca tion  gave th e  p u b lic  sc h o o ls  o f  L o u is ian a  
th e  t i t l e s  o f  e le a e n ta r y ,  h ig h , and Normal sch o o ls  on O ctober 6 , 1 3 8 4 .^  
The h ig h  sc h o o l was t o  p re p a re  s tu d e n ts  f o r  b u s in e ss  p u r s u i t s  a s  w e l l  a s  
f o r  e o l l e g s .
The i n s t i t u t i o n s  o f  h ig h e r  le a r n in g  d e f i n i t e l y  had a s ig n i f i c a n t  
r o l e  i n  sh a p in g  th e  p u b lic  h ig h -sc h o o l c u r r ic u lu n .  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  Uni­
v e r s i t y ,  T ulane U n iv e rs i ty ,  and th e  S ta te  Normal School each  had to  
n a in ta in  a  p re p a ra to ry  d e p a r ta e n t  which o f f e r e d ,  i n  e f f e c t ,  h ig h -sc h o o l 
work to  p re p s re  s tu d e n ts  f c r  th e  h ig h e r  s tu d ie s  s in c e  th e r e  was a  sh o rta g e  
o f  good secondary  sc h o o ls  t o  perfo rm  t h i s  fu n c t io n .  Between 1886 and 1895 
p ro fe a s o rs  o f  Tulane U n iv e rs ity  a d v ised  academ ies and h ig h  s c h o o ls  a s  t o
4° Ib id  p p . 3 1 4 -5 .
^ " M in u te s  o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  o f  O ctober 6, 1884" 
(U npub lished , S ta te  D ep artaen t o f E ducation  o f  L o u is ia n a , Baton R ouge.)
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what c o u rse s  th e y  should  te a c h  in  o rd e r  t o  p re p a re  s tu d e n ts  f o r  th e  
u n iv e r s i t y .  A co u rse  o f s tu d y  reeoaseadod  t o  h ig h  se h o o ls  and acadesdes 
a s  s u i t a b l e  p re p a ra t io n  f o r  th e  f re s h a a n  c la s s  was urom ulgated  by o f f i ­
c i a l s  o f  T ulane t t t i w s i t y .  These r e n a rk s  appeared  w ith  th e  co u rse  o f 
s tu d y :
The fo llo w in g  c o u rse s  o f s tu d y  a r e  reccM sended t o  h ig h  se h o o ls  
and aeedead.es a s  s u i t a b le  p re p a ra t io n  f o r  th e  f re s h a a n  c l a s s .  B u t, 
w h ile  t b s  o rd e r  o f  s tu d ie s  and books in d lo a te d  a re  su ggested  a s  
d e s i r a b le ,  th e y  a r e  n o t t r e a t e d  a s  o b l ig a to ry  upon th e  se h o o ls  and 
t h e i r  c a n d id a te s .  Thoroughness o f  p r e p a ra t io n  and f u l ln e s s  o f  i n -  
f o r a a t io n  in  th e  s u b je c ts  s e t  down in  th e  " c o n d itio n s  o f a d a is s io n "  
a re  th e  t e s t s  o f  s c h o la r s h ip  f o r  e n tr a n c s .
S ince  th e  req u ire m e n ts  f a r  a d a is s io n  t o  th e  f re s h a a n  c la s s  a re  
a s  l i g h t  a s  any c o l le g a  o f  good s ta n d in g  can p s r a i t ,  i t  becoass a  
n a t t e r  o f  th e  f i r s t  im portance  t h a t  t h e  p re p a ra t io n  sh o u ld  be t h o r ­
ough and s a t i s f a c to r y .* 1
The oo u rees and su g g ested  tex tb o o k s  were l i s t e d  by y e a r  f o r  a  th re e -y e a r
p e r io d .  The c o u rse s  in c lu d ed  rev iew  o f  a r i t h a e t i c ,  b e g in n in g  a lg e b ra ,
h i s to r y  o f  th e  Utalted S t a t e s ,  E n g lish  g ram sar, L a t in ,  a lg e b ra  c o n tin u e d ,
g s o a s t r y ,  E n g lish  co m p o sitio n , h i s to r y  o f  L o u is ia n a  ( f o r  L o u is ian a  p u o i l s ) ,
g e n e ra l  h i s t o r y ,  (break in c lu d in g  A n ab as is , c h e m is try , L a t in  co n tin u ed
in c lu d in g  C aesar and V i r g i l ,  E n g lish  l i t e r a t u r e ,  American l i t e r a t u r e ,  and
p h y sio s
Two developm ents in  th e  p u b lic  h ig h -sc h o o l cu rric u lu m  r e s u l te d  from 
th e  G enera l School Law o f  1S8S and i t s  ia p le m e n ta tio n . The law  s o e e i f i -  
e a l l y  l i s t e d  c e r t a i n  s u b je c ts  t h a t  w ere t o  be t a u g h t .  T h e re to fo re  th e  
m a tte r  had been l e f t  t o  th e  s t a t e  s u p e r in te n d e n t ,  l o c a l  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  o r  
th e  S ta te  Board o f  E d u ca tio n . A r t ic le  F o u rteen  <f th e  G enera l School Law
**Fay, SSL* c i t . ,  pp. 213-A.
id
of 1388 i s  presen ted  below:
That th s  branches of orthography, read in g , w r it in g , a r ith m etic , 
geography, g ra m a r , United S ta te s  h is to r y , and laws o f  h e a lth , s h a l l  
be tau gh t in  every  d i s t r i c t .  In ad d ition  to  th o se , such other  
branches as the S ta te  Board o f  Education and th e  p arish  sch oo l board 
may req u ire; provided th a t  th ese  elem entary branches may be a ls o  
taught in  th e  French language in  th ose  oa r ish es in  the S ta te  or 
l o c a l i t i e s  in  sa id  p a r ish es where the French language predom inates, 
i f  no a d d it io n a l expense i s  in cu rred .43
The f e e l in g  o f the S ta te  Board o f Education a t  t h i s  tim e was that  
th e  fu n c tio n  o f the p u b lic  high sch o o l was a c o lle g e  preparatory one.
This view  was expressed in  a ru le  fo r  th s  government o f th s  n u b ile  sch oo ls  
which i s  given below:
The High School or C entral School s h a l l  continue the in s tr u c tio n  
o f  such youths as can pursue such s tu d ie s  as w i l l  b est prepare them 
fo r  adm ission to  the Normal S ch o o ls , or to  the freshman c la s s  o f  
Tulane U h iv ersity  and th e  freshman c la s s  o f  th e  Louisiana S ta te  Uni­
v e r s i t y  and A gricu ltu ra l and Mechanical C o l l e g e  . 4 4
General in te r e s t  in  the p u b lic  high sch oo ls engendered in  the decade 
from 1880 to  1890 continued u n t i l  the state-approved  p u b lic  high school 
for w hite youths became the dominant in s t i tu t io n  o f secondary education in  
L ouisiana. In te r e s t  as t o  what the high sch oo ls should teach  was not la ck ­
in g . Prominent educators and in te r e s te d  laymen expressed th e ir  v iew s. A 
few o f th e ir  su ggestion s fo llo w :
Statement o f  S ta te  Superintendent o f Education W. H. Jacks (1389-  
1892) regarding c iv ic s :
The sc ien ce  o f  c i v i l  government (embraced under t h i s  t i t l e )  i s  
a study so  in tim a te ly  concerning the happiness and w elfard o f in d iv ­
id u a ls  and o f  S ta te s ,  th a t no system  o f education can be considered  
as com plete th a t f a i l s  to  in clu d e i t  in  i t s  course o f  in s tr u c t io n .45
43c o n p lla t io n  o f Laws o f L ou isiana  d e la t in g  t o  Free Pu b lic  S ch o o ls .
Act Number 81 o f  1888 (New""5rleans: E. Marchand, S ta te  P r i n t e r s ,  1888 ;, p . 13.
44i b i d . .  p .  75.
4?B ie n n la l R eport o f th e  S ta te  S u p e rin te n d en t o f P u b lic  E ducation  to  th e  
G enera l Assembly. 1890-1891 (New O rlea n s : E.P . Brandao, 1892), p . 23 .
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S ta te a e n t  o f  P ro f e s s o r  John M. O rduty o f  T ulane U n iv e rs i ty  re g a rd in g  
th o  c u r r ic u lu m
A ll  nood arithnetic , gecuetry, drawing, natural history, and 
io m  physios and eheads try , as woll as Manual training. Wo nood 
skilled  artisans as woll a t professional non . .
S ta to n o n t o f  M rs. Loon J a o t r onok i  b o fo ro  th o  L o u is ia n a  B duoation
A sso c ia tio n  in  J u ly ,  1093 c o n ce rn in g  i n d u s t r i a l  a r ts *
. . . a t  a  a o d o ra to  o o s t ,  p ro fe s s o r s  te a c h in g  th o  v a r io u s  
i n d u s t r i a l  b ran ch es co u ld  bo added , and th o  g i r l s  a t  L o u is ia n a  
S ta te  M orsel g iv en  th o  o p p o r tu n ity  t o  ed u ca te  th e n s e lv e s  i n  th o  
i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s .  S tu d e n ts  in  th o  M orsel D ep artso n t oou ld  a ls o  
s tu d y  th o se  i n d u s t r i a l  b ran ch es n e c e ssa ry  to  f i t  th e n  fo r  te a c h ­
e r s  i n  our p u b lie  s c h o o ls , when Manual t r a in in g  s h a l l  be added 
to  th e  p r e s e n t  co u rse  o f  study.** '
S ta te n a n t  o f  A lex Hogg, P r in o ip a l  o f  th e  Peabody S in n e r M orsel, in  
a  r e p o r t  by i n s t i t u t e  co n d u c to rs  a t  Chautauqua Grounds n e a r  R uston , Lou­
is ia n a ,  J u ly  2 3 , 1892 re g a rd in g  Music and p h y s ic a l  c u l t  i r e :
Vocal Music, physical culture, gynnastios, the necessity of 
these being in  a l l  sohools was insisted upon, were taught and the 
Means through which they can successfully be introduced in the 
p u b lic  and private sehools were also se t f o r t h . * * ®
S t a t ono n t o f  S u p e rin te n d en t Calhoun on a g r i c u l tu r e  i n  seh o o ls  t
H o r t i e u l t i r e  and a g r ic u l tu r e  s tu d y  and p r a c t ic e  a r e  now e o n - 
nand ing  th e  a t t e n t io n  o f  e d u c a to rs  a l l  o v e r th e  c o in  t r y .  The 
P a r is h  School Board of Caddo P a r i  oh has l a t e l y  ta k e n  m  th e  sub­
j e c t ,  and d i r e c te d  t h a t  ev e ry  sc h o o l s h a l l  have a  garden  t o  i t  
and o h ild re n  be ta u g h t sons th in g  a b o u t n a tu re  o f s o i l s  and th e  
grow th o f  p la n t s  • M ature s tu d y , s a n u a l t r a i n in g  and d o n e e tie  
econoagr go nowadays hand -in -hand  in  oounon sch o o l w ork . . .
R e so lu tio n  s u b a l t te d  by  C o lonsl D. F . Boyd t o  th e  s i x t h  an n u a l c o n -
**I h i d . .  p .  7 1 .
V fa io p n ie l  R eport 9jT S g w r in te n d e n t  o f  P j& llS . f f ig f lU g n
th e  G enera l A see  s h iv .  1092-1093 (Baton Rouge * The A dvocate, 1094), P . oO.
* * I b id . .  p .  3 4 .
4* t ta p a l& l S f p g l  4 ,  itoL gfcB te p b£>Ue  IttBMftiff* t o
t h e  G en era l AaasM blr. 1908-1903 (B aton Rouse 1 The A dvocate, 19C4), p .  19 .
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v en tia n  o f  tho L ouisiana Education A ssoc ia tion  on p h ysio logy  and hygiene:
Whereas,  th s  h e a lth  o f  our o i t i s e n s  i s  o f prime importance to  the  
w elfare  and p ro sp er ity  o f  L ouisiana; th e r e fo r e , be i t  R esolved , That 
th e  study o f hygiene and P h ysio logy  should be encouraged and enforced  
a s  much as p o s s ib le  in  the sch o o ls  and c o lle g e s  o f  L ou isian a .50
These qu otation s are a sampling o f  the many su g g estio n s put fo r th  be­
tween 1330 and 1906 regarding the courses which should be taught in  the  
pu blic  high schools*  The Louisiana Journal o f Education and th e  Louisiana  
School Review c ite d  mmerous demands by educators for a r t ,  b io lo g y , m usic, 
l i t e r a t u r e ,  chem istry, a g r ic u ltu r e , and in d u s tr ia l  tr a in in g .
The General School Law o f 1338 auth orised  p arish  sch oo l boards to  
e s ta b lis h  high sch o o ls  but required th at no high sch oo l should be opened 
without the sa n ctio n  of the S ta te  Board o f  E d u c a tio n .^  The f i r s t  high  
sch oo l to  be san ctioned  by the S ta te  Board o f Education under t h is  law  
as appearing in  th e  o f f i c i a l  proceedings o f the Board was the Shreveport 
High School on August 19, 1 8 9 2 .^  In 1893 req u ests for  a high school a t  
Franklin in  S t .  Mary P arish  and one a t Opelousas were approved.53 By 
1896 se v e r a l a p p lic a tio n s  had been made t o  th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education 
fo r  a u th o r isa tio n  to  e s ta b l is h  high sch oo ls under the p ro v isio n s o f  the  
General School Law o f  1388. The Board appointed a s p e c ia l  committee to  
in q u ire  in to  th e  q u a lif ic a t io n s  and resou rces o f  the p e t it io n in g  sc h o o ls .
The conm ittee was conposed o f Alcee F o r t ie r , Franklin G arrett, both mem-
50B^.annial Report o f th e  S ta te  Superintendent o f  P u b lic  Education to  
the G eneralA asem blv. 1888-1889 (New Orleans: Ernest Marohand. 1890 ). p .  62 .
5^Acts and R eso lu tion s Passed by th e  General Assembly o f the S ta te  o f  
L ouisiana at the Regular S essio n  o f  1888. Act Number 81 (Leon Jastrem ski, 
S ta te  P r in te r ,  1888), p . 94 .
'^ M in u tes o f th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education o f  August 19 , 1892,"  
(Unpublished, S ta te  Department o f Education o f L ou isiana, Baton Rouge.)
53'•Minutes o f  the S ta te  Board o f Education of September 21 , 1393" 
(Unpublished, S ta te  Department o f Education o f L ou isian a, Baton Rouge.)
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bers o f th e  S tate  Board o f  Education, and Sup«*intendent A, D. Lafargue 
(1892-1896). The conm ittee found th a t  th ere  was some variance o f  opin ion  
as to  what branches o f  stu d y  should c o n s t itu te  a h ig h -sch o o l course and th e  
period s o f tim e a l lo t t e d  to  each . They drew up a recam ended course o f  
study and presented  i t  t o  the S ta te  Board o f  Education which approved i t .  
The S ta te  Board ordered th a t the p e t it io n in g  sch o o ls  be auth orised  as 
high sc h o o ls  provided they  adapted th e  proposed course o f  stu dy* ^  This 
was a s ig n if ic a n t  development in  the curriculum  fo r  the p u b lic  high sch oo ls  
o f  L ou isian a , a s i t  was the f i r s t  time th a t a course o f study was required . 
In i t s  r e o o r t, the com nittes sta ted :
. . .  In th e  meantime the proposed course i s  herew ith  published  
and put fo r th  t e n ta t iv e ly  w ith  a view  o f e l i c i t i n g  opin ions from 
educators a t la r g e . Whether or not the course w i l l  u lt im a te ly  be 
accepted in  f u l l ,  we may s a fe ly  assune th a t the sch oo ls ab le  to  
undertake i t  w i l l  r ec e iv e  a l l  r e q u is ite  au th oriza tion  as high sc h o o ls ;  
se e in g  th a t no change i s  l ik e ly  to  be made in  the e s s e n t ia l  s tu d ie s  
•  •  •
Since t h i s  was the f i r s t  prescribed  course of study fo r  the p u b lic  
high sch o o ls  o f  L ou isiana, i t  i s  presented  in  f u l l  in  Appendix A, This 
course of study was the f i r s t  course o f study far  h i# i  sch oo ls o f L ou isi­
ana t o  in d ic a te  th e  length  o f r e c ita t io n s  and th e  number o f r e c ita t io n  
p eriod s per week. I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  to  determine d e f in i t e ly  the fa c to r s  
which in flu en ced  F o rtier  and the other conm ittee members in  th e ir  s e le c ­
t io n  o f  recommended c o u r ses . I t  seems reasonable to  asstime th a t c o lle g e  
entrance requirem ents and the report o f th e  Conmittee of Ten o f th e  N ation­
a l  Education A ssoc ia tion  were in flu en c in g  fa c to r s .  Notes three and s ix  
accompanying the covrse  o f study in d ica ted  th a t  courses were o ffered  to
^"M inutes o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f Education o f January 23 , 1896" 
(Unpublished, S ta te  Department o f  Education o f  L ou isiana, Baton Rouge.)
55wM inutes o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f Education o f  January 23 , 1896” 
(Unpublished, S ta te  Department o f Education o f L ou isiana, Baton Rouge.)
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en ab le  s tu d e n ts  t o  meet c o lle g e  e n tra n c e  re q u ire m e n ts . A com parison o f 
t h i s  proposed e o u rss  o f  s tu d y  w ith  t h a t  raoonaandsd  by Tulana U n iv e rs ity , 
w ith  whioh F o r t i e r  had fo rm erly  been a s s o c ia te d ,  r e v e a ls  t h a t  w ith  a  few 
e x ce o tio n s  t b s  oourses o f fe re d  were th e  s e a s .  Qreek was dropped and c i v i l  
government was added . There were a  few s h i f t s  in  grade placem ent o f sub­
j e c t s .  A lso , bookkeeping, comm ercial a r i th m e t ic ,  d raw in g , and s in g in g  
were in  th e  cou rse  o f s tu d y  o f 1896 b u t n o t in  th e  cou rse  o f s tu d y  fo r  
h igh  se h o o ls  reoo—ended by Tulane U n iv e rs i ty . Deaands fo r  th e s e  fo u r 
c o u rse s  by numerous e d u ca to rs  nay have In flu en c ed  F o r t i e r  in  p la c in g  them 
in  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l cu rricu lu m .
Every s u b je c t  l i s t e d  in  th e  cou rse  o f  s tu d y  o f  1896 aopeared in  th e  
cou rse  o f  s tu d y  f o r  h ig h  se h o o ls  as reeomnended by th e  Cm m dttee o f  Ten.
In  most c a se s  th e  placem ent o f s u b je c ts  by y e a rs  was th e  same in  th e  course  
o f  s tu d y  o f 1896 and i n  th e  recommended co u rse  o f  s tu d y  o f  th s  Committee 
o f T en .56
The s t a t e  s i?e rin ten d en fc1 s r e p o r t s  o f  1896 th rough  1900 c o n ta in  
l i t t l e  ev idence t h a t  th e  p re s c r ib e d  s t a t e  co u rse  o f  s tu d y  was b e in g  f o l ­
lowed in  f u l l .  D r. B. L. S tephens, who becams p re s id e n t  o f  Southw estern 
L ou is iana  I n d u s t r i a l  I n s t i t u t e  (now Southw estern  L ou isiana  I n s t i t u t e )  in  
1900, in d ic a te d  t h a t  a  rev iew  o f  cou rses o f s tu d y  o f s ix  re p re s e n ta t iv e  
h ig h  se h o o ls  in  L o u is ian a  fo r  th e  s e s s io n  1898-1899 re v e a le d  a g re a t  d i -  
v v s i t y  o f  s ta n d a rd s  bo th  a s  t o  th s  le n g th  o f th e  sch o o l p e rio d  and a s  
t o  c u rr ic u lu m . The le n g th  of th e  sch o o l y e a r  v a r ie d  from e ig h t  to  te n  
months* Some sch o o ls  were th re e -y e a r  and o th e rs  fo u r-y e a r  sc h o o ls . Some 
began a t  th s  se v en th  grade and some a t  t h e  e ig h th  g rad e . The o rd e r  o f
56N a tio n a l B duoation A s so c ia tio n , Report o f th e  Committee o f  Ten oft 
Secondary Sch o o l S tu d ie s  w ith  th e  R eports 2 I  $&e Conferences  Arranged bx  
C o M ltte e s  (sew York: Amor lo an  Book Company, 1894), PP. 37-69*
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s tu d y  o f  th o  c o u rs e s  i n  e ac h  o u r r ie u lu n  wot d i f f o r o n t  from  oooh o f  th o  o th e r s .  
For o x n ^ p lo , ono oouroo gave bo tany  i n  th o  ■ ev en th  y e a r ,  th ro o  i n  tho  n in th ,  
ono in  th o  e le v e n th , and ono eouroo o a l t t e d  i t .  S in g in g  ono ro p a r to d  in  
o n ly  th ro o  o f  th o  eourooo end draw ing in  th r o o .  Tho onao i r r e g u l a r i t y  
e x is te d  f o r  th o  o th e r  eo u rooo .*?  A o i n i l o r  o i tu a t io n  io  re v e a le d  by a 
cooparieon  o f  a  eouroo o f  o tu d y  o f  a  propoood h ig h  oohool a t  N apoloonviU o 
w ith  th o  eouroo o f o tudy o f  1896.**  To ronody t h i e  o i t u a t io n ,  th o  S ta te  
Board o f  B duoation  i n  A ugust, 1899, r e q u ire d  t h a t  no h ig h  echool ohould bo 
opened u n t i l  i t o  propoood eouroo o f  o tudy  had boon oubodttod  to  and ac ­
cep ted  by th o  S ta te  Board o f E d u ca tio n .* ?
Tho doaand f o r  a  now cou rse  o f  s tu d y  f o r  th e  p u b lic  h ig h  sc h o o ls  
eeao  f r o a  th o  to a e h e ro . On Monday n o rn ln g , December 2ft, 1895, th e r e  a s -  
ooablod i n  th o  a u d i to r iu o  o f  th o  la k e  C h arle s  High School a  r e p r e s e n ta t iv e  
body o f  to a e h e ro .  A l l  gradeo f r o a  k in d e rg a r te n  to  u n iv e r s i ty  f r e a  f o r ty  
p a r is h e s  were r e p re s e n te d .  For th ro e  days th o  s u b je o t  o f  w hat, when, and 
how t o  te a e h  was c o n s id e re d . A r e s u l t  o f  th o se  d is c u s s io n s  was a a c t io n  
to  a p p o in t  a  c o a a d tte e  o f  n in e  t o  p re p a re  a  co u rse  o f  s tu d y  f o r  th e  pub­
l i c  sc h o o ls  o f L o u is ia n a . The c o o a i t te o  ap p o in ted  wore Thoaas D. Boyd, 
c h a tm a n , Baton Rouge; D r. J .  H. D i l la r d ,  Mew O rleans} C olonel A. T . P r e s ­
c o t t ,  R uston ; Georgs V & llianson, Grand Cane; M iss Handy, Monroe; B essie  
I rw in , L ecoop te ; Marion Brown, Mew O rlean s ; J .  S . Keeny, Lake C h a rle s ; 
and R. L . H ines, N a tc h i to c h e s .^
*?Edwin L . S tep h en s , "E ducation  in  L o u is ian a  in  tb s  C lo sin g  Decades 
o f  t h e  N in e teen th  C en tu ry ,"  The L o u is ian a  H i s to r i c a l  Q u a r te r ly . XVI (Ja n u a ry , 
1 9 3 3 ), 50-54 .
R eport o f  th e  S ta te  3ix>nr in te n d  ant  o f  P u b lic  E ducation  t o  
th e  G enera l A asesb ly . 1 9 0 C V 1 9 0 I(B aton Rouge t The A dvocate, 1902), p p . 229-30
*?"M inutes o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  B duoation o f August 21 , 1899" 
(U npublished , S ta te  D ep artaen t o f  E ducation  o f  L o u is ia n a , Baton Rouge. )
^ " T h e  Laks C h a rle s  C onven tion ,"  The School Review. I I  (Ja n u a ry , 1 8 9 6 ) ,7 .
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T his o o ia s lt te e  was i n s t r u c te d  t o  g a th e r  a l l  f a c t s  b rough t o u t by 
p a p e rs  and d is e u s s io n s  o f  th e  Lake C h a rle s  c o n v en tio n , in c lu d in g  th e  r e ­
p o r t s  o f  h ig h -sc h o o l p r in c ip a l s  and such  o th e r  f a c t s  a s  th e y  e ig h t  have 
a c c e ss  t o ;  and to  p re p a re  a  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  f o r  th e  p u b lic  sc h o o ls  o f th e  
s t a t e s  and t o  have i t  p r in te d  and re a d y  f o r  d i s t r i b u t i o n  by J u ly  1 , 1896. 
I t  was in te n d e d  t h a t  t h i s  co u rse  o f  s tu d y  be su b m itte d  to  th e  s t a t e  su p e r­
in te n d e n t o f  p u b lie  e d u c a tio n  f o r  h is  a p p ro v a l , and  a f te rw a rd s  bo th e  
S ta te  Board o f B duoation  f o r  a d o p t i o n .^
When fo u r  y e a rs  had p a sse d  and th e  c o a a d tte e  s t i l l  had n o t produced 
a p ro g ra a  o f  s tu d i e s ,  J .  E . Keeny c a l le d  upon th e  c o a n i t te e  a en b e rs  t o  
subm it a  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  a t  t h e  n e x t n e s t in g  o f  th e  L o u is ian a  S ta te  P u b lic  
School Teachers* A sso c ia tio n  o r t o  r e s i s t , 0* In  re sp o n se  t o  Keeny*a sug­
g e s t io n  th e  c o a n i t te e  r e p o r te d  t h a t  work was p ro g re s s in g , and a tta c h e d  
to  t h e i r  w r i t t e n  r e p ly  a vague an d  in d e f in i t e  c u r r ic u lu a  r e c e n t l y  is su e d  
by th e  s t a t e  s u p e r in te n d e n t o f p u b lic  sch o o ls  o f  M i s s o u r i . ^  Two im p li­
c a t io n s  which n ig h t  be drawn from  t h i s  in c id e n t ,  o th e r  th a n  t h a t  th e  
c o a a d tte e  was la x  in  p e rfo rm ing  i t s  d u ty , a re  t h a t  th e  e o sa d tte e  was t a k ­
in g  i t s  t i n e  i n  o rd e r  to  i s s u e  a  sound c o u rse  o f s tu d y ; and t h a t  i t  was, 
p e rh a p s , c o n s u lt in g  c o u rs e s  o f s tu d y  o f  o th e r  s t a t e s .  D issem in a tio n  o f 
e d u c a tio n a l  in f o r a a t io n  was c a r r i e d  on between L o u is ian a  and o th e r  s t a t e s  
t o  a  c o n s id e ra b le  degree  a t  t h i s  t i n s .  J .  B. As w e l l ,  a s s o c ia te  e d i t o r  o f  
th e  School Review, which was e d ite d  by Keeny, had J u s t  re tu rn e d
6l I b l d .
^ J .  E . Keeny, "Course o f  S tu d y ,"  L o u is ia n a  School Review. V II 
N ovesbsr,  1699)» 21 .
63E d i t o r i a l ,  L o u is ian a  School Review. V II (December, 1699), 26 .
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from  * v i s i t  t o  s c h o o ls  i n  th o  N orth and E a s t .  Numerous n o t ic e s  in  
p e r io d ic a l s  a t  t h i s  t i n s  in d ic a te d  t h a t  p r o f e s s o r s  and  o th e r  e d u c a to rs  
had v i s i t e d  v a r io u s  p la c e s  in  th e  n o r th e rn  and e a s te r n  s t a t e s  t o  s tu d y  
sch o o l system s and p r a c t i c e s .
F in a l ly ,  th e  lo n g  aw aited  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  was p re s e n te d  t o  and a c ­
c e p te d  by th e  co n v en tio n  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  P u b lic  School T e a c h e rs ' 
A sso c ia tio n  on D eceaber 28 , 1 8 9 9 * ^  Keeny conmenbed on th e  ad o p ted  co u rse  
o f s tu d y  a s  f o l lo w s :
At l a s t  th e  s t a t e  t e a c h e r s ' a s s o c ia t io n  h as aooroved a co u rse  
o f  s tu d y  f o r  sc h o o ls  o f our s t a t e .  T hat a l l  w i l l  n o t be s u i te d  
was a p p a ren t even in  t h e  n e s t in g  o f  th e  c o n m itte e , when i t  was 
found t h a t  i t  was n e c e ssa ry  t o  y i e ld  some " f a v o r i t e  n o t io n s ."
The c o u rse  i s  v e ry  g e n e ra l ,  b u t w i l l  se rv e  as a  s ta n d a rd  in  
th e  g ra d in g  o f  th e  sc h o o ls . I t  nay  be changed in  y e a rs  t o  come, 
and t h e  d e t a i l s  o f th e  work more d e f i n i t e l y  s t a t e d .  . . . U nsat­
i s f a c t o r y  a s  th e  adop ted  co u rse  may be t o  so n s , i t  i s  a  s te p  in  
th e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n .  . .
In  1902 th e  L o u is ian a  S ta te  P u b lic  School Teachers* A sso c ia tio n  
adopted  a  r e s o lu t io n  r e q u e s t in g  th e  s t a t e  su p e r in te n d e n t to  p r i n t  f o r  
d i s t r i b u t i o n  c o p ie s  o f th e  c o u rse  o f s tu d y  adop ted  in  1899* to  c a l l  th e  
a t t e n t i o n  o f  h ig h -sc h o o l te a c h e rs  t o  t h i s  c o u rs e ,  and t o  urge te a c h e r s  
t o  develop  t h e i r  work a lo n g  th e  l i n e s  p re s c r ib e d  by th e  co u rse  o f  s tu d y .
A ccm sd ttee  composed o f  D. 6 .  S how alter o f  Monroe, A. M. Hendon o f  Alex­
a n d r ia ,  J .  H. Rapp o f  New O rlea n s , R. L . Himes o f  Baton Rouge, and C. A.
Iv e s  o f  F ra n k lin  was ap p o in ted  to  see t h a t  th e  r e s o lu t io n  was c a r r ie d  o u t . ^  
The e o sm itte e  accom plished  i t s  m is s io n , f o r  S ta te  S u p e rin te n d e n t 
J .  V. Calhoun (1896-1904) had p r in te d  and d i s t r ib u t e d  th e  proposed c o u rse
^ " C o u rs e  o f  S tudy f o r  L o u is ian a  S c h o o ls ,"  L o u is ian a  School Review. V II , 
( J a m a ry ,  1 9 00 ), 2 5 -8 .
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^ " L o u is ia n a  S ta te  P u b lic  School T eachers A s s o c ia t io n ,"  L o u is ia n a  School 
Review. IX (F e b ru a iy , 19 0 2 ), 3 1 .
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o f  s tu d y , a lth o u g h  w ith  some M o d if ic a tio n s . The fo llo w in g  changes t o  
th e  p roposed  c u r r ic u lu a  were made by H r. Calhouns th e  com m ercial b ran ch es 
were d ropped ; n u s lc ,  draw ing  and p h y s ic a l  e x e r c i s e s  were added ; a 
co u rse  I n  G reek and Roman h i s to r y  was dropped I n  th e  e ig h th  grade and 
g e n e ra l  h i s to r y  was added In  th e  t e n t h  g rad e ; E n g lish  h i s to r y  was dropped 
In  th e  n in th  and added in  th e  te n th  g rad e ; c i v i l  governm ent was added i n  
th e  s e n io r  y e a r ;  and rev iew s o f  p h y s ic s ,  bo tany  and p h y s ic a l  geography 
were dropped .
In  su b m ittin g  th e  c o u rse  o f s tu d y  t o  th e  p u b lic  sc h o o l p e rs o n n e l, 
S u p e rin te n d en t Calhoun had t h i s  t o  sa y :
The fo llo w in g  sch ed u le  coog>rlses a  c o u rse  of s tu d y  f o r  t h e  pub­
l i c  p rim a ry , grammar, and h ig h  sc h o o ls  o f  th e  S t a t e .  I t  I s  based 
upon su g g e s tio n s  t o  t h i s  e f f e c t  c o n ta in e d  i n  a  r e o o r t  o f a  c o w i t t e e  
o f  th e  S ta te  T e a c h e rs ' A sso c ia tio n  composed o f P ro f e s s o r  R. L . Himes, 
o f th s  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty ;  M iss M arion Brown, th e n  P r in c ip a l  o f  th e  
New O rleans Normal S choo l; P r o f e s s o r  J .  £ .  Keeny, o f th e  S ta te  Nor­
mal S choo l; P ro fe s s o r  George D. P ic k le s ,  o f  the  S ta te  Normal Schoo l; 
P ro fe s s o r  C. £ .  Byrd, P r in c ip a l  o f  th e  S h rev ep o rt High S choo l; and 
S ta te  S \* > « in ten d en t J .  V. C alhoun. The r e p o r t  s t a te d  what s tu d ie s  
shou ld  be oursued  in  th e  d i f f e r e n t  g ra d e s , and gave su g g e s tio n s  a s  
to  th e  number o f  le s s o n s  and th e  method of i n s t r u c t io n  in  c e r t a in  
b ra n c h e s . I  have w ith  th e  a s s i s ta n c e  o f  P ro fe s s o r  W, W. Bynun, P r in ­
c ip a l  o f  th e  Baton Rouge Graded and High S choo l, ad ao ted  th e  co u rse  
t o  th e  te x t-b o o k s  adop ted  by th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  and in  use 
f o r  th e  o a s t  s e s s io n  in  th e  p u b lic  se h o o ls  o f  th e  S ta te .  The co u rse  
o f  s tu d y  a s  th u s  p rep a red  h as had th e  s a n c tio n  o f  C o lonel T . D. Boyd, 
P r e s id e n t  o f  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty .  I t  has a l s o  th e  m e r it  o f  
hav ing  been s u c c e s s fu l ly  fo llow ed  in  th e  Baton Rouge Qraded and High 
School f o r  th e  p a s t  s e s s io n ,  a t  l e a s t  in  m ost o f  i t s  p a r t s .  I  subm it 
i t ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o  th e  p a r is h  su p e r in te n d e n ts  and our p u b lic  sch o o l 
te a o h e rs  w ith  th e  co n fid en ce  t h a t  i f  i t  be n o t f r e e  from  a l l  d e f e c t s ,  
i t  c a r r i e s  w ith  i t  th e  a ssu ra n ce  o f  s e c u r i t y  a g a in s t  f a i l u r e .  I t  
may n o t  be a p p lic a b le  in  a l l  our s e h o o ls ,  b u t i t  w i l l  se rv e  a s  a  
p la n  tow ards which th e y  can work, and a model which th e y  nay  be a b le  
i n  th e  c o u rse  o f tim e  and la b o r  t o  a t t a i n . 6”
W ith a  few e x c e p tio n s  th e  c o u rse  o f s tu d y  o f  1902 was b a s ic a l ly  th e
7 .  C alhoun, S ta te  o f L o u is ia n a , Course o f  S tudy  f o r  P u b l ic  S chools 
(B aton Rouge: The A dvocate ,“ l 9 t e ) ,  PP . 3 -7 .
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i &m  a s  th a  co u rse  o f s tu d y  o f 1896. Tha y e a rs  i n  th a  h ig h -sc h o o l p ro -  
g ra n  i n  w hioh s a v a r a l  c o u rse s  ware t o  ba pu rsued  ware changed; f o r  exam ple, 
p h y s ic a l  geography was o f f s r a d  i n  th a  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  h ig h  sch o o l i n  th a  
co u rse  o f  s tu d y  o f  1896 w h ile  i n  th a  cou rse  o f s tu d y  o f  1902 i t  was o f f e r ­
ed  i n  th a  fo u r th  y e a r  o f h ig h  s c h o o l. P h y s ic s  was added i n  th a  te n th  g rade ; 
p h y s ic a l  e x o rc is e s  were r e q u ire d  in  a l l  g rad es; E n g lish  h i s to r y  was added 
in  t h s  t e n th  g rade ; and g e n e ra l  h i s to r y  ( re v ie w ) , com m ercial a r i th m e t ic ,  
and bookkeeping were dropped from th e  s e n io r  y e a r .
The co u rse  o f s tu d y  o f  1902 was n o t o re s c r ib e d  by th e  S ta te  Board
of E ducation  bu t m erely  recommended by S u p e rin ten d en t Calhoun. Sons h igh
sc h o o ls  o f fe re d  c o u rse s  in  excess o f th o se  reco sn en d ed . J .  L. G uilbeau ,
su p e r in te n d e n t o f o u b lic  e d u ca tio n  o f S t .  Landry P a r i s h ,  re o o r te d  t h a t  th e
h igh  sch o o l a t  O pelousas o f fe re d  ohonograohy, te le g ra p h y , and ty o e w rit in g ;
and C. C. Byrd, p r in c ip a l  o f th e  S h revepo rt High S chool, r e p c r te d  th a t  an
6fti n d u s t r i a l  departm en t had been s t a r te d  in  h i s  sc h o o l.
A new demand f a r  a  co u rse  o f  stu d y  came from  th e  p a r is h  su p e r in te n ­
d e n ts  and p a r i s h  sc h o o l board  members. The f i r s t  annual m eeting  o f p a r is h  
su p e r in te n d e n ts  and p re s id e n ts  o f p a r is h  schoo l boards o f p u b lic  e d u ca tio n  
was h e ld  a t  S ta te  Normal School in  N a tch ito ch es  on December 13 -15 , 1904. 
Among th e  su g g e s tio n s  o f  S u p e rin te n d en ts  Newman, McNeeee, Hyams, S h c w a lts r , 
Roy, Jo h n s to n , D a s p it ,  A llem an, P e r r i n ,  and Gordon was th e  demand f o r  a  
new s t a t e  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y . On th e  l a s t  day of th e  m eeting  a  r e s o lu t io n  
was adop ted  c a l l i n g  on th e  S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  t o  p re p a re  a f u l l  
and c cop l e t  e c o u rse  o f s tu d y  f o r  a l l  p u b lic  sch o o ls  th ro u g h o u t th e  s t a t e . ^
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^ B ie n n i a l  R eport o f th e  S ta te  S u p e rin te n d en t o f P u b lic  E ducation  to  
I Assembly. 1898-1899 (Saton  Rouge: The A dvocate, 1900), p .  95
S ta te  S u p e rin te n d en t o f  P u b lic  E ducation  t o  
I aeemblvl 19uA-1905 (b a to n  Rouge: The flaw s 
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On May 20 , 1905* S u p e rin te n d e n t J .  B. A sw ell (1904-1900) p rom ulgated  
th a  new c o u rse  o f s tu d y ) and on November 20 , 1905» th e  S ta te  Board o f  Edu­
c a t io n  approved i t  and reeoraaended i t  f o r  «ae in  th e  o u b lic  sc h o o ls  o f  th e
70s t a t e .  At th e  s a a e  a e e t in g  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E duca tion  o rd ered  th a t  no 
h ig h  sch o o l diplom a be is s u e d  to  a  g rad u a te  o f  a  h igh  sch o o l u n le s s  th e  
c u rr ic u lu m  o f  t h a t  sc h o o l conform ed to  th e  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  o f  1905. In  
e f f e c t ,  t h i s  re q u ire d  t h a t  th e  un iform  co u rse  o f  s tu d y  be fo llo w ed . In  
d is se m in a tin g  th e  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  to  sc h o o l p e rs o n n e l, S u p e rin te n d en t 
A sw ell s ta te d *
T h is c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  alms t o  make i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  th e  D i s t r i c t  
School t o  q u a l i f y  i t s  p u p i ls  f o r  adm ission  t o  th s  High School De­
p a rtm en t and f o r  th e  l a t t e r  to  q u a l i f y  i t s  p i p i l s  f o r  th e  work o f 
l i f e ,  o r  f a r  adm ission  t o  th e  C o llege  o r th e  U n iv e rs ity  a t  th e  com­
p le t i o n  o f  th e  course  o f s tu d y .
I  w ish to  make g r a t e f u l  acknowledgem ents t o  S ta te  I n s t i t u t e  
C onductor J .  E . Keeny f o r  v a lu a b le  a s s i s ta n c e  ren d e red  in  th e  p re ­
p a ra t io n  o f  th s  cou rse  o f s t u d y . ^
O f f i c i a l  r e p o r t s  showed t h a t  t h e  co u rse  o f  s tu d y  o f  1905 gave sym aetry  
and c o n t in u i ty  t o  th e  work o f  th e  h igh  s c h o o ls . S ince th e  p re s c r ib e d  co u rse  
o f s tu d y  o f  1896 was no t w id e ly  adhered  t o  and th e  cou rse  o f  s tu d y  o f 1902 
was m ere ly  a reeonnended o n e , th e  co u rse  o f study  o f  1905 w as, in  r e a l i t y ,  
th e  f i r s t  co u rse  o f  s tu d y  fo llow ed  by th e  s ta te -a p p ro v e d  p u b lic  h igh  
se h o o ls  o f L o u is ia n a . For t h i s  re a so n , i t  i s  p re s e n te d  below:
^ " M in u te s  o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f E ducation  o f  November 2 0 , 1905" 
(U npub lished , S ta te  D epartm ent o f  E ducation  o f  L o u is ia n a , Baton R ouge.)
Tes t a t e  Cou rs e  o f  S tudy  f o r  th e  C o n o n  Schools o f  L o u is ia n a . 1905 
(B aton Aouge: The Tim es, 19 0 5 ), p .  65 .
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C ourse o f  S tudy  f o r  t h s  H igh-Sohool Departm ent
F i r s t  T ear -  F i r s t  Term 
A lgebra 5
F i r s t  T ear -  Second Term 
A lgebra 5
P h y s ic a l  Geography 5 Botany 5
L i te r a tu r e 3 L i te r a tu r e 3
Etaglish 2 E n g lish 2
L a tin 5 L a tin 5
French  ( e l e c t i v e ) 3 Frenoh ( e l e c t iv e ) 3
The A rts 2 The A rts 2
Second T ear -  F i r s t  Term 
Zoology 5
Second T ear -  Second Term 
P h y sio lo g y 3
A lgebra 3 Bookkeeping ( e le c t iv e ) 2
Geometry 2 Oacawtry 5
H is to ry  (Greek and Roman) 3 H is to ry  (M edieval t o  1500)5
L i te r a tu r e 2 L i te r a tu r e 3
E h g lish 3 E h g lish 2
L a tin 2 L a tin 3
Frenoh ( e le c t iv e ) 3 French ( e l e c t iv e ) 2
The A rts 2 The A rts 3
T h ird  T ear -  F i r s t  Term 
P h y s ic s 5
T h ird  T ear -  Second Term 
C h esd stry 5
Bookkeeping ( e l e c t iv e ) 3 Reviews 5
Stenography  and Type­
w r i t in g  ( e l e c t iv e ) 2
Stenography and Type­
w r i t in g  ( e l e c t iv e )  
H is to ry  (Europe s in c e  
1500)
3
Geometry 3
E n g lish  H is to ry  ( e l e c t i v e )$ 3
L a t in 2 L a tin 2
The A rts 2 The A rts 2
L i te r a tu r e 2 L i te r a tu r e 3
E n g lish 3 E n g lish 2
Not* 1 . M usic, Penm anship, O rthography , Drawing, and P h y s ic a l  C u ltu re
th ro u g h o u t t h s  c o u rs e . _2
Note 2 .  F ig u re s  in d ic a te  number o f  r e c i t a t i o n s  (abou t 40 m in u tes) p e r  w e e k .'
The a u th o r i s a t io n  o f h ig h  sch o o ls  in c re a s e d . The b ie n n ia l  r e p o r t  fo r
1904-190$ l i s t e d  f o r ty - th r e e  sch o o ls  a s  " a u th o r is e d  h igh  s c h o o l s . " ^  In  th e
73B te n n ta l  R eport s £  £hs state Supe r in te n d e n t  o f P u b lic  Bduoatio n  £o 
th s  Q oearnor and th s  G e n i a l  Assembly. 1904-19057^  o q . c i t . .  p .  130.
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r e p o r t  o f 1906-1907 th e  nuaber had in c re a s e d  t o  f i f t y - f i v e ,  and th a y  war# 
r a f a r r a d  t o  a a  "approved h ig h  s c h o o ls ." * ^
A su rv ey  o f  developm ents i n  th a  aaoondary aohoo l c w r i c u l m  in  Loui­
s ia n a  p r i o r  t o  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f  th a  f i r a t  a ta ta - a p p ro ra d  p u b lie  h ig h  
achoo la  fo llo w in g  a  u n i fo r a  eo u rae  o f  s tu d y  haa bean p re s e n te d .  F roa  a  
a in g la  c o l la g e -p re p a ra to ry  o u r r io u lu a  w ith  tw en ty -sev en  co u rsaa  i n  1906, 
th a  h ig h  aohool haa g ra d u a lly  expanded i t s  o f f a r in g a  u n t i l  in  1956 i t a  
program  e o a p r is e d  a ix  v a r ie d  e u r r io u la  w ith  over one hundred c o u rs a a . Aa 
th a  eo u rse  o f f e r in g s  in c re a s e d  in  mmfoer, th e  g ra d u a tio n  req u ire m e n ts  i n  
s p a e i f ia d  academ ic s u b je c ts  dacraaaad  in  number from ap p ro x im ate ly  fo u r te e n  
c r e d i t s  i n  1906 t o  seven  and o n e -h a lf  u n i t s  in  1956, th e re b y  g iv in g  pig>ils 
more freedom  i n  th a  ch o io e  o f  s u b je c ts  t o  be s tu d ie d .  The s ta te -a p p ro v e d  
p u b lic  h ig h  aohool in  L o u is ia n a  h as grown from  a  s im p le  e d u c a tio n a l  i n s t i ­
t u t i o n  whose p rim ary  fu n c t io n  was to  p re p a re  i t s  ptg>ils f o r  c o lle g e  i n to  
a  o o ^ l e x  i n s t i t u t i o n  hav in g  v a r io u s  fu n c tio n s  and o f f e r in g  an  e n ric h e d  
program  d esig n ed  t o  m eet th o  in d iv id u a l  n e e d s , i n t e r e s t s ,  and a b i l i t i e s  
o f  a l l  i t s  p u p i l s .
Ths rem a in in g  c h a p te rs  o f  t h i s  s tu d y  w i l l  be devo ted  t o  an  account 
o f th e  developm ent of th e  c u rrio u lu m  from th e  p re s c r ib e d  e o v s e  o f  1906 
in to  th s  v a r ie d  c u r r ic u la  o f  1956. T h is w i l l  be done by d e te rm in in g  th e  
c u r r i c u la r  changes which have ta k e n  p la c e ,  th s  e x te n t  o f  th e  changes by 
h ig h  sc h o o ls  th ro u g h o u t th e  s t a t e ,  and th o se  f a c to r s  which appear t o  have 
#U jr«d  a  r o l e  in  th s  making o f th e s e  changes.
^ B ie n n i a l  R eport o f t£ e  S ta te  S u p e rin te n d en t 2I  PwbU-C E ducation  
t o  th e  governor and th e  G enera l Assembly. 1966-1907 (K to iT  Rouge1 The 
D a ily  S ta te  P u b lis h in g  Company, 1906 ), p p . 4 -5 .
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The c u rr ic u lu m  fo llo w ed  by s ta te -a p p ro v e d  h ig h  echoo ls in  L o u is ia n a  
a t  th o  p ro so n t tim e  io  p ro s c r ib e d  by th o  S to to  Board o f  E d u ca tio n  i*>on th o  
re c o n u sn d a tio n s  o f  th o  s t a t e  su p e r in te n d e n t o f  e d u c a tio n . Tho c u rric u lu m , 
o r  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y , io  p rom ulgated  f r c u  t i a o  t o  t i n e  by  th o  S ta te  Board o f  
E d u ca tio n . Between 1905 and 1956 fo u r te e n  d i f f e r e n t  g e n e ra l  c o u rse s  o f  
s tu d y  have been i s s u e d .  I n  a d d i t io n  to  th e s e ,  n ia e ro u s  s p e c i a l  c o u rse s  o f  
s tu d y  p e r ta in in g  t o  v a r io u s  s u b je c t  g ro in s  have been d ls s e n in a te d .  By con­
t r a s t i n g  each co u rse  o f s tu d y  w ith  th e  one which iu m s d ia te ly  p receded  i t ,  
th e  c u r r i c u l a r  changes w i l l  be d e te r  w ined . The e x te n t  o f  tb s  changes by 
h igh  sch o o ls  i n  th e  s t a t e  w i l l  be re v e a le d  th ro u g h  s t a t i s t i c s  in d ic a t in g  
th e  numbers o f  h ig h  sc h o o ls  which o f fe re d  th e  v a r io u s  s u b je c ts  a t  i n t e r v a l s  
betw een 1906 and 1956. The in f lu e n c e s  on th s  c u r r i c u la r  changes w i l l  be 
shown by an  h i s t o r i c a l  accoun t o f  tb s  c o n tr ib u t io n s  wade by sc h o o l t e a c h e r s ,  
a d m in is t r a to r s ,  u n iv e r s i ty  p r o f e s s o r s ,  p r o f e s s io n a l  e d u c a tio n a l  o rg a n is a ­
t i o n s ,  p e rs o n n e l o f  th e  S ta te  D epartm ent o f  E duca tion  and by o th e r  f a c to r s  
n o te d .
In  C hap te r Two a  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  th e  developm ent o f  th e  ooureee  o f  
s tu d y  w i l l  be made. C hap ter T hree  w i l l  be concerned  w ith  th e  developm ent 
o f  th o  academ ic s u b je c ts ;  C hap ter F ou r, w ith  tb s  v o c a t io n a l  s u b je c ts ;
C hap ter F iv e , w ith  th e  f in e  a r t s ;  and C hapter S ix , w ith  h e a l th ,  p h y s ic a l  
and s a f e ty  e d u c a tio n .
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CHAPTER I I
DEVELOPMENT OF THE COURSE OF STUDY FOR THE STATE-APP ROVED 
WHITE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF LOUISIANA 1906-1955
The t e r n s  "co u rse  o f  s tu d y ," "program  o f  s t u d i e s , " and "cu rricu lum " 
a re  used in te rc h a n g e a b ly  i n  t h i s  d is c u s s io n  t o  in d ic a te  th e  l i s t  o f  a l l  
c o u rse s  o r  s u b je c t s ,  p re s c r ib e d  o r  e l e c t i v e ,  w hich have been o f fe re d  in  
s ta te -a p p ro v e d  p u b lic  h ig h  sc h o o ls  f o r  t h s  w h ite  yout,h o f  L o u is ia n a .
In  o rd e r  t o  avo id  r e p e t i t i o n  i n  subsequen t c h a p te rs  which w i l l  be 
concerned  w ith  th e  developm ent of th e  in d iv id u a l  s u b je c ts ,  t h i s  c h a p te r  
w i l l  be l im i te d  t o  a  c o n s id e ra tio n  o f  c o n d it io n s  and e v e n ts  which have a f ­
fe c te d  th e  developm ent o f  nor* th a n  one s u b je c t  in  th e  c u rr ic u lu m .
F o u rte en  d i f f e r e n t  p re s c r ib e d  c o u rse s  o f s tu d y  have been  p rom u lga ted , 
t e n  p r i o r  t o  1930 and fo u r  t h e r e a f t e r ,  f o r  th e  gu idance  o f p a r i s h  su p e rin ­
te n d e n ts ,  h ig h  sc h o o l p r in c ip a l s ,  and h igh  sch o o l te a c h e rs  in  L o u is ia n a , 
S ince  th e  s t a t e  s u p e rv is o r  o f  h ig h  s e h o o ls , fo rm erly  c a l le d  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l 
in s p e c to r ,  had th e  most s i g n i f i c a n t  r o le  i n  th s  c o n s tru c t io n  o f  th e s e  co u r­
s e s  o f  s tu d y , th e  developm ent o f  th e  e u r r ic u lu a  d u rin g  th e  te rm  o f  o f f ic e  
o f e ac h  s t a t e  h ig h -sc h o o l s u p e rv is o r  making a  s i g n i f i c a n t  c o n tr ib u t io n  to  
th e  developm ent o f  th e  cou rse  o f  s tu d y  w i l l  be p re s e n te d .
I .  DEVELOPMENT OF THE COURSE OF STUDY DURING THE TERM OP OFFICE 
OF HIGH-SCHOOL IH3> ECTOR S . £ . WEBER, 1907-1910
The Course o f S tudy o f 1905
The L o u is ian a  s t a t e  co u rse  o f  study  is s u e d  in  1905 was th e  p re s c r ib e d  
c u rric u lu m  fo r  s ta te -a p p ro v e d  h igh  sch o o ls  fo r  th r e e  y e a r s .  Events le a d ­
in g  t o  th e  a d o p tio n  o f t h i s  co u rse  o f s tu d y  were m entioned in  th e  p rec ed in g
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c h a p te r . The c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  was d isse m in a ted  in  a  sm a ll pam phlet en­
t i t l e d  S ta te  Course o f S tudy f o r  th e  SflBHL Schools o f  L o u is ia n a . 1905.
As f a r  a s  th e  h ig h  sohool was co ncerned , i t  c o n ta in e d  l i t t l e  More th a n  an 
o u t l in e  o f  oo u rses by te rm s f o r  a  th r e e -y e a r  p e r io d  and th e  m n b e r  o f  hours 
p e r  week each was t o  bs pu rsued  by s tu d e n ts .  S u p e rin te n d en t A sw ell s t a te d  
t h a t  th e  c o i r s e  o f  s tu d y  was aimed a t  a sk in g  i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  th e  h ig h  
sc h o o l t o  q u a l i f y  i t s  p u p i ls  f o r  th e  work o f l i f e ,  o r  f o r  adm ission  t o  th e  
c o lle g e  o r th e  u n iv e r s i t y .1 However, in  a r e p o r t  t o  th e  S ta te  Board o f  
E ducation  on A p r i l  6 , 1906, S u p e rin te n d en t A sw ell s ta te d :
The work i s  d e s ig n ed  to  be a  p r a c t i c a l  schoolroom  guide f o r  
te a c h e r s  and sc h o o l a u t h o r i t i e s .  I t  aim s t o  p ro v id e  a  uniform  
system  o f  p a d ln g  f o r  a l l  th e  so h o o ls , so  t h a t  th e y  may accom­
p l i s h  th e  g r e a te s t  good f o r  th e  c h ild re n )  and t o  make i t  p o s s ib le  
f o r  th e  D i s t r i c t  School t o  q u a l i f y  i t s  p u p i ls  f o r  adm ission  to  
th e  C o llege  o r  U n iv e rs i ty  a t  th e  com pletion  o f  th e  Course o f  S tu ­
dy o u t l in e d .2
In  t h e  l a t t e r  s ta te m e n t, S u p e rin te n d en t A sw ell gave th e  c o lle g e -p re p a ra to ry  
fu n c t io n  a s  th e  s o le  purpose  o f  th e  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y .
S l « H » r l t l e a  o f  th e  POUTS# Of ^  r* T T T T Illn  11M f f  t tl f
C cm sittee  o f  Ten. The a r t i c u l a t i o n  o f  h ig h  sc h o o l and u n iv e r s i ty  w ork, 
e s p e c ia l ly  w ith  re fe re n c e  to  u n iv e r s i ty  adm ission  p o l i c i e s ,  was a  problem  
o f  w idespread  i n t e r e s t  and concern  betw een 1890 and 1910, when th e  modern 
h ig h  sch o o l was b e in g  developed in  v a r io u s  p a r t s  o f  t h i s  c o u n try . The 
r e s u l t s  o f  a  s ig n i f i c a n t  s tu d y  o f  n a t io n a l  scope concerned  w ith  th e  problem  
was p u b lish e d  d u rin g  t h i s  p e r io d .  T h is  was th e  R eport o f  th e  Cjgal&lSS. c f  
Ten on Secondary School S u b je c ts  which was p u b lish e d  in  1 8 % . W hether o r
^ S ta te  Course o£ S tudy f o r  th e  Cowmen Schools sL  L o u is ia n a . 1905 
(B aton  Rouge: The T in e s , 1 9 0 5 ;, p .  1 .
^"M inutes o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E d u ca tio n , A p r i l  6 , 1906" (Unpub­
l i s h e d ,  S ta te  D ep artaen t o f  E ducation  o f L o u is ia n a , Baton Rouge), p .  86.
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n o t  S u p e rin te n d e n t A sw ell o r  J .  E . Keeny, who ren d e red  a s s i s ta n c e  in  th e  
p r e p a ra t io n  o f  th e  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  o f 1905, c o n su lte d  and fo llow ed  th e  r e c ­
om m endations g iv en  in  t h i s  r e p o r t  cou ld  n o t  be d e f i n i t e l y  a s c e r ta in e d .  A 
com parison , however, o f  th e s e  reeoaeM ndations w ith  th e  co u rse  o f  s tu d y  o f  
1905 r e v e a ls  nunarous s i m i l a r i t i e s .
Scam su g g e s tio n s  made i n  th e  r e p o r t  o f  th e  C o m it te e  o f  Ten, f o l l owed 
by s t a t e d  s i m i l a r i t i e s  t o  them i n  th e  co u rse  o f  stu d y  o f  1905 a r e  g iven  be­
low: (1 )  In  th a  c o n s t ru c t io n  o f a  program  of s tu d i e s ,  tw en ty  shou ld  be
adop ted  a s  th e  maximum number o f w eekly p e r io d s ,  b u t  w ith  two q u a l i f i c a t i o n s , 
nam ely, t h a t  a t  l e a s t  f iv e  of th e  tw e n ty  p e r io d s  should  be g iven  to  un­
p rep a red  work, and t h a t  la b o r a to ry  work shou ld  have double p e r io d s  whenever 
p o s s ib le .^  Not co u n tin g  th e  p e r io d s  in  "Ths A rts"  and in  e le c t iv e  c o u rs e s , 
th e  number o f  p e r io d s  p e r  week in  no in s ta n c e  exceeded tw en ty  in  th e  cou rse  
o f  s tu d y  o f  1905. (2 )  The am ission  o f  m usic, d raw ing , and e lo c u tio n  from
th e  program s was n o t  in te n d e d  t o  im ply t h a t  th e s e  s u b je c ts  ought n o t to  
r e c e iv e  sy s te m a tic  a t t e n t i o n .  I t  was th o u g h t b e s t  t o  le a v e  i t  t o  lo c a l  
sc h o o l a u th o r i t i e s  t o  de te rm ine  how th e s e  s u b je c ts  should  be in tro d u c ed  
in to  th e  programs.** The c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  o f  1905 p re s c r ib e d  t h a t  m usic 
and draw ing be ta u g h t  th ro u g h o u t th a  c o u rs e ,  (3 ) The s e le c t io n  and o rd e r  
o f  sc ie n c e  s u b je c ts  m ight be v a r ie d  c o n s id e ra b ly  t o  s u i t  th e  needs o r  c i r ­
cum stances o f  d i f f e r e n t  s c h o o ls . The sc ie n c e  s u b je c ts  r e 00amended by th e
C o aad ttee  o f  Ten r e p o r t  were p h y s ic a l  geography, bo tany  o r  s 00lo g y , che­
m is try ,  p h y s io s , anatomy* p h y sio lo g y  and h y g ien e , geo logy , and m eteo ro logy ,
^ N a tio n a l E ducation  A s so c ia t io n , R eport o f th e  o f  Ten on
Secondary School S tu d ie s  W ith 2? th e  C l a r e n c e s  AgaRged bg
C o M itte e s  (Mew York: American Book Coma any, 1894), OP. 4 8 -9 .
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The L o u is ia n a  C ourse o f  s tu d y  o f  1905 p ra a c r ib a d  p h y s ic a l  geography, bob- 
a n y  * a oo lo g y , p h y s io lo g y , p h y s io s , and  o h a a d a try . In  most in a ta n c a a  th a a a  
s u b je c ts  were p la e a d  in  gradaa  co rraap o n d in g  t o  th a  C o aad ttaa  o f  Tan r a p o r t .  
(4 ) The fo llo w in g  p ro g ra n  was recoasnended by th a  C oaad ttaa  o f  Tan f o r  
sch o o ls  W iieh wars n o t a b la  t o  ad o p t th a  Ion  g a r p rograau  American h i s to r y  
and c i v i l  g s w n a s n t ,  Q raak and Rowan h i s t o t y ,  a n d  E n g lish  h i s to r y .^  Thaaa 
i d e n t i c a l  a u b ja c ta  c o n s t i tu te d  th a  h i s to r y  o f f e r in g s  in  th a  L o u is ian a  
co u rse  o f s tu d y  o f  1905 e x ce p t t h a t  E n g lish  h i s to r y  was o p t io n a l  and a 
re q u ire d  c o u rse  in  M edieval and nodarn  h is to ry  was added . (5 ) C e rta in  
s u b je c ts  f a n i l i a r  i n  secondary  sch o o l c o u rse s  o f s tu d y  should  n o t ba o f ­
fe re d  a s  s e p a ra ta  s u b je c ts  bub should  ba ta u g h t and used in  co n ju n c tio n  
w ith  o th e r  s u b je c t s .  T hus, d raw ing  d id  n o t a p p e a r  in  th a  Committee o f  Tan 
r a p o r t  as a  s e p a ra ta  s u b je c t  b u t i t s  use  was ran r— ended i n  th a  s tu d y  o f  
h i s t o r y ,  b o tan y , and so o lo g y .^  In  th a  L o u is ian a  cou rse  o f  s tu d y  o f  1905, 
d raw ing , and p h y s ic a l  c u l tu r e  ware ta u g h t th ro u g h o u t th s  co u rse  and ware 
c o r r e la te d  w ith  th a  o th e r  s u b je c t s .  (6 ) E th ic s ,  eeonosdes, e a ta p h y s ic s ,  
and a e s th e t i c s  sh o u ld  ba g iven  in c id e n ta l  tre a tm e n t in  E n g lish  and h i s to r y  
and shou ld  n o t ba ta u g h t  a s  s e p a ra te  s u b j e c t s . ^ These s u b je c ts  which had 
appeared  i n  th a  c u rr ic u lu m  in  L o u is ia n a  academ ies and h ig h  sch o o ls  d u rin g  
th a  n in e te e n th  c e n tu ry  d id  no t aopear i n  th a  cou rse  o f study  o f 1905. (7 )
Tha i n d u s t r i a l  and com m ercial s u b je c ts  should  ba o p t io n a l .  I f  a  sch o o l 
d e s ir e d  t o  p ro v id e  more a ^ l y  f o r  s u b je c ts  th o u g h t t o  have o r a c t l c a l  im­
p o rta n c e  in  t r a d e  or t h e  u s e fu l  a r t s ,  i t  m ight make th e s e  s u b je c ts  o p t io n a l
PP• 163-4* 
^ I ta ld . .  p .  4 9 .
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g
i n  p la c e  o f  s c ie n c e .  Bookkeeping, s to n o g rap h y , and ty p e w rit in g  wara op­
t i o n a l  a u b ja c ta  i n  th a  cou raa  o f s tu d y  o f  1905* (6 )  L i ta r a tu r a  shou ld  ba
ta u g h t th r e a  t i a a s  par weekj and E n g lis h  w hich o o n a ia ta d  o f  g ra— a r  and 
e o ^ > o s i t io a ,  sh o u ld  ba ta u g h t  two tim es  p a r  waak th ro u g h o u t th a  h i g h -  
sc h o o l c u r r ic u lu m .9 Tha co u raa  o f  a tudy  o f  190$ re q u ire d  t h a t  l i t a r a t u r a  
ba ta u g h t  th r a a  t i a a a  aach waak and E n g lish  ba ta u g h t  tw ica  aaeh  waak 
d u rin g  th a  h ig h  sc h o o l c o u ra a . Tha c o n ta n t o f  th a  E n g lish  c o u rsa s  con­
s i s t e d  o f  grammar and cosg> osition . (9 ) L a t in  shou ld  ba ra q u lra d  in  aach  
y e a r  o f  th a  h ig h  sch o o l c u rr ic u lu m  e x ce p t t h a t  in  th a  E n g lish  c u rr ic u lu m , 
whioh was one o f fo u r  su g g estad  c u r r i c u la ,  Pranch o r  German m ight ba 
e le c te d  in  p la c e  o f  L a t in  a t  th a  o p tio n  o f  th a  s tu d e n t.* '0  Tha co u rse  
o f  s tu d y  o f  190$ re q u ire d  L a tin  i n  aach y ear o f  th a  h ig h -sc h o o l c u r r ic u ­
lum and recommended F rench aa  an e l e c t i v e  s u b je c t .  (10) A lgebra I ,  
p la n a  geom etry , seo o n d -y ea r a lg e b ra ,  tr ig o n o m e try , and h ig h e r  a lg e b ra  
shou ld  c o n s t i t u t e  th a  re q u ire d  m athem atics su b jec ts .* '* ' These wara th a  
m athem atics c o u rse s  re q u ire d  fay th a  co u raa  o f  s tu d y  o f  1905 ex ceo t t h a t  
rev iew s in  th a  s e n io r  y e a r  re p la c e d  tr ig o n o m e try  and h ig h e r  a lg e b ra .
D r. S . E. Weber Becomes F i r s t  High School I n s p e c to r
Tha r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f  th a  s t a t a  su p e r in te n d e n t  o f  e d u c a tio n  t o  su ­
p e rv is e  h ig h  sch o o l a c t i v i t i e s  and to  in s u re  t h a t  th a  p re s c r ib e d  cou rse  
o f  s tu d y  was b e in g  adhered  t o  in  th o  r a p id ly  in c re a s in g  number o f  h igh
** Ib id .
9I b i d . .  p .  3 7 .
10Ib iA .,  p p . 4 6 -7 .
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s c h o o ls  made i t  m andatory t h a t  an  a s s i s t a n t  be a s s i s t e d  to  h an d le  th e  
h ig h -sc h o o l p ro b lsm a . At i t s  u s e t in g  on O ctober 2 2 , 1907, th e  S ta te  
Board o f E ducation  approved th e  employment o f a  h ig h -sc h o o l in s p e c to r  and 
ag reed  t h a t  h i s  d o s d c i ls  shou ld  be l e f t  t o  th e  d i s c r e t io n  o f  th e  s t a t e  
su p e r in te n d e n t o f p u b l ic  e d u c a t io n * ^  In  Jan u ary , 1900, D r. S. E . Weber, 
an ex p erien ced  and s u c c e s s fu l  e d u c a to r  from  P e n n sy lv a n ia , assumed the 
d u t ie s  o f s t a t e  h ig h -sc h o o l in sp e c to r*
Thomas H. H a r r is ,  who succeeded J .  B. Aswell in  1900 a s  S ta te  Super­
in te n d e n t o f  P u b lic  E ducation  and who was a s s o c ia te d  c lo s e ly  w ith  D r. W ebsr, 
d e sc r ib e d  th e  l e t t e r ' s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  as fo llo w s :
D r. S . E. Weber o f  P en n sy lv an ia  was s e le c te d  a s  h igh  sc h o o l 
s u p e rv is o r ,  and th e  c h o ic e  was a  f o r tu n a te  one . He was sp le n d id ­
ly  e d u c a te d , h o ld in g  a  P h . D. Degree from  th e  U n iv e rs ity  o f  Penn­
sy lv a n ia  and he had se rv ed  h is  a p p re n tic e s h ip  as h ig h  sc h o o l te a c h e r  
in  sons o f  th e  b e s t  P e n n sy lv a n ia  h igh  s c h o o ls .  He knew th e  r e ­
qu irem en ts  o f a  good h ig h  sc h o o l, and he p o sse sse d  th e  sound p r a c t i c a l  
sen se  n e c e ssa ry  t o  se c u re  th e  h e a r ty  c o -o p e ra tio n  o f  th e  p a r i s h  sch o o l 
o f f i c i a l s  and h ig h  sc h o o l p r in c ip a l s  and te a c h e r  s .
R equirem ents f o r  a  s ta te -a p p ro v e d  h igh  s c h o o l. D r. Weber in sp e c te d  
h ig h  sc h o o ls  th ro u g h o u t th e  s t a t e ,  g iv in g  a d v ic e  and a s s i s ta n c e  t o  p a r is h  
s u p e r in te n d e n ts ,  h ig h -sc h o o l p r in c ip a l s ,  and h ig h -sc h o o l te a c h e r s  re g a rd in g  
r a i s in g  s ta n d a rd s  and m eeting  req u ire m e n ts  o f  th e  S ta te  D epartm ent o f  Edu­
c a t io n .  B asing  h i s  r e p o r t  upon o b se rv a tio n s  o f a l l  th e  approved h igh  
sc h o o ls  o f  th e  s t a b s ,  D r. Weber recommended t o  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  
a t  i t s  m eeting  on Septem ber 11, 1900, t h a t  s ta te -a p p ro v e d  h igh  sch o o ls  com-
^ " M in u te s  o f th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  o f  O ctober 22 , 1907" 
(U npub lished , S ta te  Departm ent o f  E ducation  o f  L o u is ia n a , Baton Rouge.)
^Thom as H. H a r r is ,  "The S to ry  o f P u b lic  E ducation  in  L o u is ian a"  
(U npublished M a s te r 's  t h e s i s ,  L o u is ian a  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty , Baton Rouge,
1 9 2 4 ), P . 90 .
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p ly  w ith  c e r ta in  requirem ents. L isted  below are th ose  requirem ents which 
p erta in ed  to  th e  h ig h -sch o o l curriculum :
1 , R esolved , That an "Approved High School" s h a l l  fo llo w  the s t a t e  
course o f  s tu d y .
2 ,  R esolved , That th e  minimum len gth  o f  se s s io n  o f  such sch o o l sh a ll  
be nine months.
3 , R esolved , That th e  minimum len gth  o f r e c ita t io n  p eriod s fo r  high  
sch oo ls s h a l l  be fo r ty  m inutes.
A. R esolved , That th e  in d u ctive  s c ie n c e s , p h y s ic s , chem istry, and . ,  
b io logy  s h a l l  be taught by th e  in d iv id u a l laboratory method . . . ^
Course o f Study o f  1909
The next prescribed  course o f  study was Dromulgated in  1909. Or.
Weber kept h im se lf informed o f such fa c to r s  p e r tin en t to  h igh -sch oo l cur­
r ic u la r  developments as c o lle g e  entrance requirem ents, economic tren d s, 
recamnendations o f n a tio n a l com n ittees, and op in ions o f educators through­
out th e  s t a t e .  When th e  parish  superintendents and th e  h igh -sch oo l 
p r in c ip a ls  held th e ir  annual conference in  December, 1908, Dr. Weber 
had a new course o f  study ready to  presen t fo r  th e ir  c o n sid era tio n .
Conference o f p arish  su p erin ten d en ts. 1906. Two o f  th e  most s i g n i f i ­
cant m eetings in  th e  h is to r y  o f  the development o f  the h ig h -sch o o l course  
o f  study in  Louisiana took p lace  in  December, 1908. On the n igh t o f De­
cember 10, 1906, in  the banquet h a l l  o f th e  Istrouma H otel in  Baton Rouge, 
the p arish  superin tendents began a th ree-d ay  conferen ce. Superintendent 
H arris mads a b r ie f  address before th e  group undertook th e  b u sin ess a t  
hand. He in sp ired  th ose  p resen t w ith th e  fo llow in g  words:
"Minutes o f  the S ta te  Board o f Education o f  September 11, 1908" 
(Unpublished, S ta te  Department o f  Education o f  L ou isian a, Baton Rouge,
1 9 08 ), p .  138.
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I  re c o g n ise  th e  f a c t  t h a t  we have assem bled h a ra  to n ig h t  a s  a 
g r e a t  and o rg a n is in g  fo rc e  in  th e  p u b lic  sch o o l system  o f  th e  s t a t e .  
A g re a t  f o r c e ,  in d e e d , i t  i s .  L o u is ia n a  has accom plished sp le n d id  
th in g s  in  h e r p u b lic  sch o o l system  w ith in  th e  l a s t  t e n  o r  f i f t e e n  
y e a r s .  G reat s t r i d e s  have been made in  many d ir e c t io n s }  and you, 
gen tlem en , assem bled  h e re  t o n ig h t ,  a re  l a r g e ly  re s p o n s ib le  f o r  th e  
sp le n d id  th in g s  t h a t  have been  done f o r  th e  e d u c a tio n  o f  th e  c h i l ­
d ren  o f  t h i s  s t a t e .  The p ro g re s s  th e  p u b lic  sch o o ls  a re  going  to  
make in  th e  f u tu re  i s  l a r g e ly  in  your h a n d s .1*
The f i r s t  ite m  o f  b u s in e ss  was th e  s t a t e  c o u rse  o f s tu d y . In  o rd e r  
t h a t  a b e t t e r  and more I n t e l l i g e n t  d is c u s s io n  m ight fo llo w , th e  to p ic  was 
d iv id e d  in to  two p a r t s ,  th e  o ld  co u rse  th e n  in  use in  th e  p u b lic  sch o o ls  
and th e  p roposed  new c o u rs e .
Nuaeroua c r i t i c i s m s  were o ffe re d  w ith  re fe re n c e  t o  th e  o ld  co u rse  o f  
s tu d y . Some th o u g h t th e  amovnt o f tim e  g iv en  to  E n g lish  was in s u f f ic ie n t}  
o th e r s  th o u g h t t h a t  more tim e  shou ld  be devo ted  t o  a lg e b ra  and a r i th m e t ic .  
There was c o n s id e ra b le  d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  over t h e  a l t e r n a t io n  between p lan e  
geom etry and a lg e b ra .  As a  b e t t e r  a rrangem en t, s e v e ra l  su ggested  t h a t  th e  
p u p i l  shou ld  com plete one o f  th e s e  s u b je c t s ,  and th e n  devo te  a l l  h is  r e ­
m aining tim e  t o  th e  o th e r .  In  t h i s  way th e  c h i l d 's  mind could be keo t 
b e t t e r  c o n c e n tra te d  upon th e  work b e fo re  him , and co n seq u en tly  more bene­
f i t  would a cc ru e  t o  him .
I t  was th e  consensus t h a t  th e re  were enough d e fe c ts  in  th e  co u rse  o f 
s tu d y  t o  w a rran t a  r e v i s io n .  The c h ie f  c r i t i c i s m  was t h a t  th e re  was to o  
much work re q u ire d  o f  th e  c h i ld  a s  a r e s u l t  o f  an o v e r-e s tim a tio n  o f th e  
c h i l d 's  a b i l i t y  and th e  absence  o f  f l e x i b i l i t y .  I t  i s  no ted  t h a t  t h i s  
n a rk s  th e  b e g in n in g  o f a  t r e n d  by ed u ca to rs  o f th e  s t a t e  t o  r e q u ir e  l e s s  
o f  th e  c h i ld  w ith  re g a rd  t o  s p e c if ie d  s u b je c ts  by p ro v id in g  e le c t iv e s  to
^ro ceed ln sS. 2 l  C onference o£ P a r is h  S y a r in te n d s n t s  o f  P u b lic  
E d u c a tio n . December 10 -12 . 1906 Coat on Rouge: The Mew A dvocate, 1909)7
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take ca re  o f  in d iv id u a l d if fe r e n c e s .
The q u estion  m u  ra ised  as to  whether graduates o f th e  high sch o o ls  
under th e  e x is t in g  course o f  stu d y  could en ter  the u n iv e r s it ie s  w ith  com­
p eten ce in  m athem atics. C olonel J .  W. N icholson s ta te d  th a t graduates 
were a b le , by com pleting th e  cou rse , t o  en ter  L ouisiana S ta te  U n iversity  
and t o  keep pace w ith th e ir  c la s s .
T. L. Roy o f A voyelles P arish  d esired  to  know whether the tru e  pur­
pose o f  the high sch oo l course was t o  prepare th e  c h ild  to  en ter  the  
u n iv e r s ity  or n o t . He thought th a t there should be more e l a s t i c i t y  in  
th e  course o f study so th a t a ch ild  could have more choice  as to  what 
s tu d ie s  he should pursue. Thus, the c h ild  could b e t te r  q u a lify  h im self  
fo r  the work he might fo llo w  a fte r  f in ish in g  th e  p u b lic  sch oo l course  
of stu d y . Mr. Roy did not b e lie v e  th a t  th e  purpose o f  th e  course o f  study  
should be t o  prepare a c h ild  t o  en ter  a u n iv e r s ity . The broadening of  
th e  curriculum , which was to  occur during th e  next f i f t y  y ea rs , seems to  
have had i t s  in c ip ien ce  a t  t h is  m eeting.
Dr. Weber exp la in ed  th a t  th e  new course o f  study provided for a 
l i t e r a r y ,  a b u s in e ss , and an a g r icu ltu re  cou rse , each o f  which was to  
begin  w ith the e ig h th  year and to  extend fa r  four years through the e le v ­
en th  grade as fo llo w s:
Proposed Courses o f  Study fo r  High Schools 
F ir s t  Year -  F ir s t  Term
L itera rv Commercial A gricu ltu ra l
E n glish 5 E nglish 5 English 5
U. S . H istory 3 U. 3 . H istory 3 U. S . H istory 3
A rithm etic 5 A rithm etic 5 A rithm etic 5
Geography 3 Geography 3 Geography 3
Botany k B o t .,  or Agr. B at. k Agr. Botany 
Drawing (2)
k
Drawing (2 ) 1 Drawing (2 ) 1 1
Music
22
Music JL
22
Music 1
22
aF ira t Year -  Second Tent
E nglish 5 E nglish  5 English
Algebra 5 Algebra 5 Algebra
Zoology 5 Z ool. or Ag. Zool 5 Agr. Zoology
A rithm etic 5 Com. Arithm etic 5 Com. Arithm etic
Drawing (2 ) 1 Drawing (2 ) 1 Drawing (2)
Music 1
22
Music 1
22
Music
Second Year -  F ira t Term
English 5 English 5 English
Algebra 5 Algebra 5 Algebra
Zoology 5 Z ool. or Ag. Zool. 5 Agr. Zoology
L a t .,  F r . ,  or Bookkeeping 5 Bookkeeping
Ger. 5 Drawing (2) 1 Drawing (2)
Drawing (2) 1 Music 1 Music
Muaic A
22 22 22
Second Year -  Second Tem
English 5 E nglish 5 English 5
Algebra 5 Algebra 5 Algebra 5
Ancient H istory 5 Ancient H istory 5 Ancient H istory 5
L a t ., F r . ,  or Bookkeeping 5 Bookkeeping 5
Ger. 5 Drawing (2) 1 Drawing (2) 1
Drawing (2 ) 1 Music 1 Music 1
Music 1
22 22 32
Third Year -  F ira t Term
English 3
P lane Geometry U
Med* & Mod. H iat.3  
L a t . ,F r . ,  or Ger.
(Or. & Spanish 
o p tio n a l) 5
P hysics 5
Drawing (2 ) 1
Music
22
E nglish 3
Bookkeeping 5
Med. & Mod. H is t . 3
F r .f G er., or Span. 5
P h ysics or Agr.
P h ysics 5
Drawing (2) 1
Music 1
23
E nglish 3
P lane Geometry 4 
Med. 4 M od.Hist. 3 
F r .,G e r ., or Span.5 
Agr* Phyaica 5 
Drawing (2 ) 1
Music 1
22
Third Year -  Second Term
Saaw aa f i r s t  term , except bookkeeping in  the c o m e r c ia l  course p lace  
stenography and typew ritin g  f iv e  periods weekly.
42
F o u rth  Year -  F i r s t  T ens
L i te r a n r C om eereisl A g r ic u l tu r a l
E n g lish  3 E n g lish 3 E n g lish  3
Am. H is t .  4  C iv . 5 Am. H is t ,  & C iv . 5 Am. H is t .  St C iv . 5
S o lid  Geom. o r F r . ,  S p a n ., o r  G er. 5 F r . ,  S p a n .,o r  G er.5
T r ig .  2 S te n o . & T y p ,, 5 A g ri. C hem istry  5
C hem istry  5 Economies o r  Com. Economies o r  Com.
L a t . , F r . , o r  G er. H is to ry 5 H is to iy  5
(O r. 4  Spanish Drawing (2 ) 1 Drawing (2 ) 1
o p t io n a l )  5 
Drawing (2 )  1
Music 1 Music 1
Music 1
25 2522
Fourth Tsar -  Second Term
Sane as f i r s t  t e n s ,  except fo r  economics or c o m e r c ia l  h is to r y  in  coawer- 
c l a l  and a g r ic u ltu r a l cou rses p la ce  conntercial geography or coamwrcial law , 
E n glish  and American l i t e r a tu r e  second h a lf  o f  th e  year .
Note: No l e s s  than one hour and tw enty m inutes should be g iven  to  in te r ­
m ission s and other recrea tio n  p eriod s throughout the e n tir e  high  
sch o o l cou rse . 6
Conference o f  h ia h -sch o o l p r in c ip a ls . 1906. Dr. Weber presided  a t  
the h igh -sch oo l p r in c ip a l 's  conference held  in  Baton Rouge from December, 
16-18 and exp la in ed  th e  new course o f stu d y . Thinking a t  f i r s t  th a t they  
would be req u ired  to  o ffe r  a l l  th ree  c u r r ic u la , many p r in c ip a ls  were 
s t a r t le d ,  and opposed th e  course o f  stu d y . A fter the p resid in g  o f f ic e r  
made i t  c le a r  th a t a high sch o o l could e le c t  one or more o f th e  c u r r ic u la , 
th e  p r in c ip a ls  expressed  t h e ir  aoproval o f  the proposed course o f stu d y .
I t  was a t t h i s  m eeting th a t Dr. A. B. Coffey so e loq u en tly  s ta te d  the  
purposes o f  th e  high sch o o ls  which aooear a t th e  beginn ing of t h i s  study.
I t  was th e  gen era l sentim ent o f  th e  conference th a t there were se v e r a l  
d e fe c ts  in  th e  e x is t in g  course o f  study and th at th ese  d e fe c ts  should be 
e ra d ic a ted . Many rem edies were su ggested . The d isc u ss io n  was a long the  
earns l in e s  a s  th a t  which had ju s t  taken p lace  in  the su perin tend en ts'
l 6I b id . .  p . 30 .
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A O om sittee composed o f  C. A* Iv e s , A* V. B l t t le ,  I .  B. D onnell,
Dr* J* V* Owinn, and Dr* 9 . I .  HCber M d« a c r i t i c a l  •tody’ o f  ilia  p ro - 
poaod high school oourees and roportod  th a lr  s a tis fa c tio n  w ith  tlM *
Tht oonfbremoe recommended tha adoption  by th a  S ta ta  Board o f  Id aea tio n  
o f th a  pro poaod course o f  s tu d y . In  1909 i t  bocm * tha req u ired  
course o f  a tody  fo r  th a  high aehoola o f  L ou isiana.
9ome fh c to ra  in flu en c in g  oouraa o f  a ta d r  o f  1909* Tho f i r a t  h ig h - 
aotoool in ap ae to r f a i t  th a t th a  high aehoola kbould p repare stu d an ta  fo r 
l i f e  aa v a i l  aa fo r  o o lle g e . Ho po in ted  o a t th a t tho  inereaae in  buai- 
naaa and oommaree which th a  propoeed opening o f th a  Banana Canal would 
b rin g  the lo v e r M iaalaaippi R iver v a lle y  w arranted tra in in g  in  ooavp* 
e i a l  su b je c ts . However, ha a ta ta d  th a t th a  buainaas couraaa ought no t 
to  be node th a  gateway by which tha in d o le n t and th e  aluggioh n ig h t 
oeek to  gain  th a  stomp o f g raduation  fro n  a  rep u tab le  h igh schoo l. To 
p reven t a  wrong in p reaeio n  in  th a  n inda o f  c e rta in  p u p ila  alwaya looks* 
la g  fo r  th a  path  o f  le a a t re s is ta n c e , D r. Haber reoounended th a t  nothing 
a b o rt o f  a  fo u r-y ea r oourae o ffe rin g  a broad tra in in g  In  B ngliahf nath a- 
m a tic s , and h ia to ry  w ith a a p o d a l knowledge o f bnaiaaaa su b je c ts  ib r  
th a  im a sd ia ts ly  su ccessfu l f i l l i n g  o f  a  buelnaeo p o s itio n  daaervod re* 
o o g n itio n  aa a commercial oourae in  a h igh  ochool. Ha believed  th a t 
oonaero ial eourae ought to  be in atn a —n ta l in  keeping in  our h igh  aehoola 
boys and g i r l s  who could see no a p o d a l advantage in  ean p le tin g  th e  
l i t e r a r y  oourae.
Qy th a  in s t i tu t io n  o f an a g r ic u ltu ra l oouraa in  connection w ith  
o th e r ooureas in  th e  high school and by making p ra c tic a l a p p lic a tio n s  
in  a l l  h igh  school su b je c ts , stu d en ts  in  coun try  high schools oould be 
educated to  l iv e  a t  home, to  ap p rec ia te  coun try  l i f e ,  and to  ra is e  th a
Ilk
d ig n ity  o f  fam ing*
D r. Weber declared  th a t  tha U te ra ry , o o ra s ro la l, and a g r ie n ltn ra l 
courses were planned to  n e a t a  fo u rfo ld  deaand: (1 )  b a t ta r  equipoent
in  th a  U n a o f  a  genera l adoeation  fo r  th a  b u sin ess o f U fa )  (2 )  b a t ta r  
p rep a ra tio n  fo r  fu r t her aeadaaic tra in in g  in  o o llag a  and fo r  owtranoa 
to  p ro fe ssio n a l oonraaa in  th a  Som al aehool) (3 ) tra in in g  fo r  a  good 
p o s itio n  in  business) and (k ) a  co n tro l adneation  w ith  a p a e ifle  a p p li-  
o a tio n  to  th a  a g r ie n ltn ra l s c i e n c e s * 1^  In  eonnaetion w ith  th a  aeoond 
danand above, Dr* WCber po in ted  o u t th a t  in  o rd er th a t th e  l i te r a tu r e  
oonraaa n ig h t prepare etuden te fo r  c o lle g e , req u ired  readings fo r  co l­
leg e  en trenee oxant n a tio n s were oonsldered In  th e  oonstroo tlon  o f  tha 
oourae o f  study*
Dr* Weber rs iig M d  aa high school in sp e c to r and re tu rn ed  to  h is  
n a tiv e  s ta te  in  1910* Superintendent H arris  described  th e  accompli sh- 
a a n ts  o f  Dr* Weber a s  follow ss
Dr* W eber's co n s tru c tiv e  work enabled tho h igh  schools to  o r ­
ganise on a  sound b a d s*  The high schools o f  th a  s ta te  a re  deeply 
in  h is  debt* Be Inproved th e  oouraa o f  study by p resc rib in g  re ­
quired  su b je c ts  and e le c tiv e s  in  U se  w ith  th a  b a s t standards 
ob ta in ing  throughout th e  nations ha fix ed  th a  u in ln en  standards 
to  gossan h igh  school graduation) ha aircaged  fo r  w inlnua la b ­
o ra to ry  and U b ra ry  re q u ira a e a te , and ha gave valuab le  advice 
p e rta in in g  to  th e  needs th a t a  h igh  school p la n t should a s s t*
H is c o s t valuab le  c o n trib u tio n , however, was in  v is i t in g  th a  
high schools and a id in g  th e  p rin c ip a ls  and teach e rs to  o rg an ise  
th e ir  work p ro p erly  and to  secure tb s  b a s t p o ssib le  r e s u lts  f re e  
in s tru c tio n *  .  .
178. K. Wsber, "Froblens of Approved High Schools," Journal of the 
FTceendings and Addremes of the Sixteenth Annual Meeting of tfce'TouTsiana 
State NEUc dehooi Teachers' Issoclailon Held at Alexandria, Zprii 1-3*
2 g T  TWEon KougeT g o  H n a s f T j ^ , l l ^ I 7 : ----------------------------------  *
^Harris, loc* cit*
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n. ntvnoiMEiiT or the course op studt dphiho the term op optics 
op hkh-sckml inspector uo pavrot* 1 9 1 0-mt
Nr* Lm  P in o t  wae appoin ted  by th a  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation aa abate 
ldgh-aehool in ap ac to r to  o o ie n c e  h ia  d n tia a  on Auguet 6 , 1910*1*
I ra n ta  Leading to  tha Oouraa o f  Study o f  191*
Aa a r a a u lt  o f  th a  euggeetlone o f  nany h jj h aohoaX te aahara in  tha  
abate fo r  naadod a lte ra tio n a  to  th a  h igh-eehool oouraa o f  atudy* Nr* 
p a rro t c a lle d  an in te rn a l oonfaranoa o f h igh-aehool p rln o ip a la  in  a tten d *  
anee a t  th a  Louiaiana S te te  U niT ereity  Sum er School o f  1911 to  d iaeuaa 
auoh nodi f le a  tio n a  o f  tha ax le  tin g  oouraa o f  atudy aa uould n a a t th a  
main o b jee tio n a  urged a ^ in a t  i t*  The ra a u lta  o f  th ia  oonfaranoa vara 
prom ulgated to  th a  p rin c ip a l a o f  h igh  aehoola by Mr* P a rro t i n  th a  fo r*  
o f  raooaaondad ohangee to  th a  abate oouraa o f  atudy fb r h igh  aehoola*
Ba po in ted  o u t th a t any o r  a l l  o f  th a  reoeaawnded ohangee were no t eon- 
pu laory  b u t n ig h t ba eu b e titu te d  fo r  tha p ro ria lo n e  o f th a  eouraa which 
they ware daaignad to replace**0 Tha H a t o f  tha  ohangee doea n o t ap» 
p ear in  th a  o f f ic ia l  f i l e  o f  e ire u la re  o f  th a  S ta te  D opartnent o f  Bduoatloa} 
houerar* th a  prooaadingo o f th a  animal h±gh~aehool painclpala*  oonfaranoa 
hold in  Deeaabor* 1911* gere a  good in d io a tio n  aa to  u h a t tha raoonaanda 
tio n a  oontainad* Mr* P a rro t n o tif ie d  tha p rln o ip a la  o f  high aehoola in  
BOraaher* 1911* th a t th a  general su b jec t fb r  diaeuaalon a t  th a  forthooning  
oonfaranoa uould ba th a  high •school cu rricu la**^
Tha high-school p rin c ip a ls*  oonfaranoa* 1911* The Pourth Imrnal
^ ■ M in u te s  o f  th e  S te te  Board o f  E duca tion  o f  Auguet 1* 1910* 
(U npub lished , S ta te  D ap artn an t o f  B dueation  o f  lo u ia ia n a *  Baton Bouga*)
* °C ireu lar l a t t e r  dated  Soptanhar 5* 1911 o f  th a  S ta te  D apartnant o f  
Education o f  Louiaiana*
^ C i r c u l a r  l a t t e r  d a te d  Mareubar 2* 1911 o f  tha S ta te  D a p a rtn an t o f 
L ouiaiana*
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O onltronee  o f  R l |h -8 e b o o l p r in c ip a l  a  o f  L o u ie ia n a , h o ld  a t  th o  L o u ia ian a  
S ta te  U n iv e re l ty  o n  December # • ? ,  1911, « u  o f  nnoh o lg n if lo o iio o  i n  th o  
develop— n t  o f  tho  h lg h -a e h o o l eou roo  o f  study*  H lgh-Sehool in o p o e to r  
lo o  I t m t  o tn to d  t h a t  th o ro  nao  a  d i a t i n e t  d— and on  tho  p a r t  o f  — agr 
aehoo la  f b r  g r e a te r  b ro a d th  and f l e x i b i l i t y  th a n  ana  a f fo rd e d  by th o  ex­
i s t i n g  oonrao  o f  s tu d y , and t h a t  t h io  da— nd would u n d o u b ted ly  in c re a s e *  
Many aeh o o la  d o a ira d  to  in tro d u o o  w aw al t r a i n in g  and d o a o e tle  aeionoo 
b u t ,  i n  th o  abaanoo o f  o rg a a ia o d  oouraoa i n  tboao  s u b je c t s ,  wore a t  a  
lo o a  to  knov j u s t  how to  bandlo  than*  They d o a ira d , to o ,  t h a t  t h e i r  
a tu d o n ta  ahou ld  o b ta in  aooo h ig h -a e h o o l o r o d l ta  i n  tboao  now oouraoa*
Mr* P a rro t oaid th a t  ho hoped tho conferonee would ooI to tho  parohlon o f  
tho  adjust— nt o f  tho  now su b je c ts  to  tho e x ie tin g  ra th e r  r ig id  and 
United high-eehool req u ir e—nt a ,  and th a t  i t  would u ltln a to ly  ro a u lt 
in  th e  p lanning  o f a oourae o f  atudy organiaad  on a  now b aa ia  and a f -  
fo rd in g  in  i t a  very n a tu re  a f a r  g re a te r  degree o f  b read th  and f l e x ib i l i ty  
in  h igh-eeho o l cu rricu la *
S u p e rin te n d e n t Je n k in s  o f  Lake C harlea  apoke on "U hat S u b je c ts  
Should Be P ro sc r ib e d  f b r  A ll  C ourses?* Be advocated  keep ing  th e  e x ie t in g  
ro q u i r — a n te  i n  —  th e — t l e a ,  h i a to r y ,  s c ie n c e ,  and a  lb  r e ig n  language*
He fa v o re d  a  d n n g i  i n  th e  r e q u ir e — n t  I n  S n g lie h , p a r t i c u l a r l y  w ith  r e -  
a p e c t  to  a p e l l in g  and  l i t e r a t u r e *  V* ? .  A rn o tte  o f  Meleh b e lie v e d  t h a t  
ao—  f o r a  o f  — n a il  t r a i n in g  f o r  a l l  oouraoa ahou ld  be p re a c rib e d *  Be 
s t r o n g ly  advoca ted  th e  e x ie t in g  r e q u ir e —u to  i n  v eoa l n u e ie  and draw ing* 
C onaiderub le  d ia e u a a io n  fo llow ed* The co n fe ren ce  un au ln o u a ly  fa v o r­
ed  r e t a in in g  aa  a  n in ln u n  f o r  — the— t i e a  th e  e x ie t in g  re q u ire — n te  o f  
a r i t h —t i e ,  a lg e b ra  and p la n e  geo— t r y  i n  a l l  oouraoa* Many p r ln o ip a la  
th o u g h t t h a t  — r e  t l —  aho u ld  be p re e e r ib e d  f o r  th o  I n ^ l ia h  work* A
i»7
M je r l ty ,  h o M n r , f n o r td  ( h i  t x i i t i a g  n ln luw i tin e  ro q u lra n in t in  K n r 
l i a h .
Superin tendent J .  K. I l l i e  o f  Je ffereo n  P v ia h  ta lk e d  on "Mhat Pour- 
Tm t  Co v n i  Should Bo O rganised fo r  Our High Sebeolaf* Bo advocated tho 
a d d itio n  o f  a eouroo In  manual tra in in g  and ono la  hoao nanageasnt* Pol* 
low ing d isc u ssio n , *  n o tio n  wee nado to  in trodneo  two o p tio n a l eourees* 
T his n o tio n  was tab led*
ftrln e ip a la  Paulk and McCullough dlaeuoood "U iat O ption Should Bo 
QLvon Local A u th o ritie s  in  tho  S o loetion  and Arrangonont o f  Couraes?"
I t  uns ouggoatod th a t  tho a ta to  ahould p roacribo  a n in ln tn i nunbor o f  
u n its , b u t th a t tho  p ariah  boarda and lo c a l achool a u th o rltio a  ahould 
bo allow ed acne choice In  tho  e e le c tio n  o f  sub jects*  A p lan  a ln i la r  to  
th a t brought out in  a re p o rt adopted by tho Secondary Department o f  the 
M otional Education A aao d atio n  on th e  a r tic u la tio n  o f  high aehoola and 
coH egaa waa urged by the high—achool in a p ec to r aa th e  proper baala  fb r 
th e  organ!m otion o f now hlgh-aehool cu rricu la *  I t  waa found d if f ic u l t  
In  the ab o rt t in e  o f  one aeaaion to  p reoen t th ia  p lan  ao aa to  nake 
d e a r  to  th e  p rln o ip a la  l t a  f u l l  in p o rt and to  enable then  to vo te on 
i t*  On th e n o tio n  o f  Mr* Proa o f  Kinden, a  o o n alttee  waa appointed to  
confer w ith  In ap ec to r P a rro t re la tiv e  to  th ia  p lan  and to  aufanlt a re ­
p o r t Chewing l t e  fea tu ree  a t  th e  f in a l  aeaaion o f  th a  oonferenee*i
Meaara* C* A* I r e s ,  E. S* J n d d n ii and S« M. Cook were aa signed to  the 
oonnittee***
The Conference adopted th e  follow ing reao lu tio n o t
1* That th e  lo o a l achool a u th o rltle e  be allow ed aa nuch l a t ­
itu d e  aa nay  be p ra c tic a l in  th e  e e le c tio n  and a r r e n g ie n t o f
22"The High School P rlno ipala*  C onference, Session o f  1911-12," 
L ouiaiana S ta te  P n lre ra lty  Q u arte rly , V II, (January , 1912), 71-2*
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oourses* MM to  bo approved by th e  S ta te  Department o f  M ucation*
2 . That in  a d d itio n  to  th a  la titu d e  allow ed lo c a l a u th o r itie s  
in  th e  e e le c tio n  o f  ooureee pursued in  h igh  school* th ey  a lso  be 
allow ed as nuch la titu d e  as nay seen  p ra c tic a b le  in  th e  se le c tio n  
o f e le c tiv e  sub jects*  provided th a t  in  each in stan ce  th e  se le c tio n  
be subm itted to  and approved by th e  S ta te  Department o f  E d u ca tio n .'^
D iscussions o f  and reoonaended changes in  th e  course o f  study  regard* 
ing  in d iv id u a l su b je c ts  fo llow ed . Tbeee w ill  be brought ou t in  th e  
d iscu ssio n  o f  th e  development o f  th e  in d iv id u a l su b je c ts  in  subsequent 
ch ap ters o f  th is  s tu d y .
The question  o f  th e  re so lu tio n s  subm itted by the f iv e  c o e n itte e s  
appointed a t  one tim e o r another came up fo r  d iscu ssio n . I t  was th e  oon- 
eensus th a t the n a tte r s  d iscussed  a t  th is  conference and which fbrned the 
oontent o f  th e  re so lu tio n s  were a l l  o f  too ia p o rta n t a n a tu re  to  be ac ted  
on w ithout g re a te r t in e  and study being given to  the whole su b je c t. I t  
was* therefo re*  d e tem in ed  to  take no a c tio n  on any o f  the  reeo lu tio n s 
subm itted , i t  was decided* however* th a t th e  h igh-school in sp e c to r should 
name a  m nber o f  v ario u s committees to  study the  question  o f  th e  reorgan­
is a tio n  o f  th e  h i a c h o o l  work* and th a t every  re so lu tio n  passed by the 
conference and as nuch o f  th e  d iscu ssio n  as could be assembled should be 
p laced  in  th e  hands o f th ese  c o n a ltte e s  th a t they  n ig h t a c t in  conform ity 
w ith  th e  d e s ire  o f  the body o f  p r in c ip a ls  rep resen ted  a t  the conference*
I t  was fu rth e r  decided th a t th ese  com sittees should re p o rt a t  the h igh - 
school conference to  be held  in  connection w ith  th e  m eeting o f  the L o u isi­
ana Teachers* A ssociation  a t  A lexandria in  A p ril o f 1912
g^ Ib id »* p . 72.
2^ Ib id .* pp. 75-6 .
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The follow ing re p o rt m r  subm itted by tho  oom aittee on tho  course 
o f study*
We your eow aitteo  to  re p o rt on a general schema to  provide fo r  
more f le x ib i l i ty  in  our h igh sohool oourses* beg leave to  re p o rt th e  
fo lio slag *
1* 411 h igh  school stu d en ts o f  w hatever course n e t  aake 9*5 
c re d its  o r u n its  in  th e  follow ing su b je c ts i E n g lish , 3f mathema­
tic s*  2*5j h isto ry *  2 j and sc ien ce , 2 -  which equals 9*5*
2* There must be d e f in ite  work to  th e  value o f  th ree  c re d its  
fo r  each o f  th e  fo llow ing ooursest L ite ra ry  (fo re ig n  languages), 
C o n e rc la l (bookkeeping* typew riting* stenography* etc*)*  A gricul­
tu re , Hons Econonlcs* Manual Training* o r  In d u s tr ia l and S ocial 
Science*
3* The a d d itio n a l u n its  (2*5) to  be req u ired  fo r  graduation  
m e t be se lec te d  from o rgan ised  oourses in  various su b jec ts  ap­
proved by the S ta te  Department o f E ducation. 5
HLfh-School In sp ec to r Lao Pavrot f e l t  th a t  th e  conference would go 
f a r  towards so lv ing  th e  perp lex ing  problems o f a s a tis fa c to ry  course o f 
study  fo r th e  high schools o f  L o u isian a* ^
Mr* Pavrot and th e  course o f  study o f  1912* In  January o f 1912*
Mr* Pavrot worked o u t a b a s is  fo r  co n stru c tio n  o f a fo u r-y ea r h igh-school 
course* He follow ed c lo se ly  the reoow eandstions made a t  th e  conference 
o f  h igh-school p rin c ip a ls  during  th e  preceding month* Since th is  pre­
lim in ary  work provides an in s ig h t in to  th e  procedure in  co n stru c tin g  a 
oourae o f  study* i t  i s  p resen ted  below«
BASIS FOR OOHSTRUCTIOH OF A PI UR-IRAK HI OH SCHOOL CURRICULW
Music* Drawing and R iy siea l T rain ing  a re  req u ired  in  a l l  high schools* 
These sub jects*  being re c re a tio n a l in  th e ir  nature* a re  n o t given a u n it  
valuation*  w ritin g  i s  rooom onded whenever needed*
2gI t t d *, p . 76*
26Ib id .* p* 51.
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I*  8 ib J> e ti f t f i c r lb td  fo r  A ll Courses
Sdbjoct I —r  U nit Value
E nglish  F l r i t  1*0
Ssooad 1(0
T hird  1*0
M athem atics
i l |* t e «  F ir s t  *5
A lgebra Ssooad 1*0
Plans Qt o—tr y  Third 1 .0
S cience
n a tu ra l F ir s t  o r  Ssooad o r  tso
h a lf-y e a r e le c tiv e s  1*0
R iy siea l Third o r  Fourth ( s lo e tiro )  1*0
H is to ry
Foreign F i r s t ,  Ssooad o r  Third ( s is e t! to) 1*0
American Fourth 1 .0
T o ta l U nits d e s c r ib e d  fo r  A ll 9*5
I I *  S ub jects P rescribed  f b r  S pecial courses 
ftrib jsst T sars Unit Value
L ite ra ry
L atin  3 3 .0
Modern Languages 3 3(0
C o aaerd a l 3 3*0
A g ric u ltu ra l 3 3 ,0
Hons looaon ics 3 3«0
Manual T ra in ing  3 3(0
C iv il Service 3 3(0
T o tal U nits P rescribed  fo r  S pecial 
Courses 3*0
H I .  O ptional o r  H o c tlr s  S ub jects 
ftib jo c t O ait Talus
H atbeaa tles
A rith m etic , One Tear ( F ir s t  T ear) .0
Advanced A rith a e tie , O ne-half Tear (Fourth  T ear) .5
51
subject gbit f a —
Advanced A lgebra, O ne-half Tm t  (Fourth  T ear) *5
S o lid  Oeoua t r y  (Fburth  T ear) •$
Trigonom etry (Fourth  Toar) *5
E nglish
Fourth Taar C ourts 1*0
Elem entary O ranaar, O ne-half Taar ( F ir s t  Taar) *0
F oraiga H isto ry
( F i r s t ,  Sacond o r  Third Taar)
A ncient H istory  1*0
M edieval and Modarn H isto ry  1*0
E nglish  1*0
n a tu ra l Solanos 
$ l r s t  o r  Sacond T aar)
T hysical Oaography *5
Botany *5
Zoology *5
Physiology *5
R qraieal Soianoa 
(T h ird  o r  Fourth T aar)
Fhyslcs 1*0
C hssdetry 1*0
S u b jec ts o rg aalssd  fo r  any sp a e ia l eoursa nay ba o ffa ra d  as 
s ls c t lT t  in  any o th a r sp a e ia l oouraa*
O ptional u n its  In q u ired  to  O onplata High School Coursa 2 * 5 „
U nlta in  High School Course 15*0*'
Tha above b a s is  fo r  th a  sons tra c tio n  o f a  fo u r-y ear h igh-school cu r- 
r ic u lu n  d iffa ra d  frosi th a  racosnsndations o f  th a  high school p rin c ip a ls*  
confsronea o f  1911 in  two rs s p s c ts t (1 ) I t  provided fo r  tuo l i t e r a r y  
c u rr ic u la , a  L atin  cu rrio u lu n  and a  no darn languages curriculum } whereas 
tho h igh-school p r in c ip a ls  rsooaM adad one l i t e r a r y  c u rr lc u lm i and (2 )
I t  provided fb r  a  c iv i l  se rv ice  curriculum ; whereas tha  h l£ i-seh o o l p r in ­
c ip a ls  suggested a so c ia l science curricu lun*
27 & ro u lar L a tte r o f  S ta te  D apartnant o f Education o f  L ouiaiana, 
Undated* (Issu ed  between January 25, 1912 and February 1 , 1912*)
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8 U U  T M ehgi*  Iw o e U ilo a  m eeting •ad  th e  c o w  o f  ita A r o f  1912* 
A p lan  fo r  th a  m r p u iM tio B  o f  t in  h igh-school o m t h  o f  study  « «  d is ­
cussed t t  tho  Mooting o f  t in  S ta te  T eachers' A ssociation  in  A lexandria in  
A p ril o f  1912* Mr* F a w o t's  proposed p lan  and ro p o rto  from eonnittooo  o f 
hlgh-sohool p r in c ip a ls  hearing  on th ia  ro o rg a id aa tio n  worn received*
Tho so ropo rto  and rooolutionfl adoptod were tu rn ed  over to  th e  o ta to  in*  
spoeto r o f  high aehoola H th  a  roqnaat th a t  ho nako ooo o f  th a t in  ro a r-  
ranging tho  h igh-school c u rr ic u la  and in  working on t d o ta ila  fo r tho 
various courses*
Tho Course o f  Study o f  1912
Mr* fh v ro t workod hard to  go t a  now oourae o f  stu d y  ready fo r  tho 
1912*1913 school year* On August 31* 1912, tho now eouroo o f otudy waa 
promulgated* Tho s ta te  h igh-school in sp e c to r pointed o u t th a t i t  had no t 
boon poosiblo  in  tho b r ie f  tin e  a t  h is  d isp o sa l to  accom plish a l l  th a t  
was la id  down fo r  him* Ho explained  th a t tho course o f  study rep resen ted  
aa e f f o r t  to  f a c i l i t a t e  school work and to  s a t is f y  the most u rgen t needs 
o f  th e  h igh  schools o f  the s ta te *  Aeknowledgeasnt was made o f  th e  work 
o f th e  h igh-school p rln o ip a la  o f  Louiaiana who co n trib u ted  much tim e and 
energy i n  the  co n stru c tin g  o f  a  new course o f  study*
InnoT ations made by th e  course o f  study o f  1912* The course o f study  
o f  1912 in troduced  se v e ra l changes fo r  th e  f i r s t  tin e  in  th e  development 
o f  th e  h igh-schoo l oourae o f  study* The ourrlcultm i prev ious to  th is  one 
m erely l i s t e d  su b je c ts  and made no m ention o f  th e  u n its  required*  The 
course o f  stu d y  o f 1912 sp e c ifie d  th e  u n it value o f  each ooursej i t  made 
p ro v is io n , a ls o , fo r  a sc e rta in in g  u n it  c re d it fo r  su b jec ts pursued under 
th e  oourae o f  study  o f 1909* Mr* Favrot explained  the u n it  system as 
fo llow s!
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The ground covered in ,  and tbs t in *  spent on, each high sc h o o l  
su b je c t i s  expressed  in  te r n s  o f  u n i t s .  A u n it o f  work in  any sub­
j e c t  i s  a p rescr ib ed  am owt o f  work t o  be accoflg>lished in  d a i ly  
r e c it a t io n s  and hone study f iv e  t in e s  a week, pursued fo r  t h i r t y -  
s i x  weeks, th e  r e c i t a t io n  period  t o  cover a t  l e a s t  fo r ty  n in u te s . 
Two fo r ty  minute p er iod s fo r  lab oratory  or shop work, or for  f i e ld  
p r a c t ic e , are  eq u iva len t t o  one c la s s  r e c ita t io n  p er iod  in  u n it  
v a lu a tio n . Reduced t o  a u n it system , th e  high sc h o o l work in  our 
l i t e r a r y  course amounts to  1 4 .6  w i t s  e x c lu s iv e  o f  music and draw­
in g . The value of th e  fou r-year high sch o o l course shou ld  be s ix ­
teen  u n it s .  I t  i s  lower in  L ouisiana because th ere  are included  
in  th e  course th s  f i r s t  year se v e r a l g r a u a r  sch o o l su b je c ts .
The aforem entioned p ro v is io n s fo r  w i t  c r e d it  were e v id e n t ly  an a -  
doption o f the recommendations made by the Carnegie Foundation fo r  th e  
Advancement o f  Teaching in  1909. These recommendations approved as a 
u n it a yea r ' s study in  any major su b ject in  a secondary sch oo l c o n s t i­
tu t in g  approxim ately a quarter o f  a f u l l  y e a r 's  work. The purpose o f  
th e  w i t  was to  a ffo rd  a standard o f  measurement fo r  the work done in  
secondary sc h o o ls  and thereby to  f a c i l i t a t e  the tr a n sfe r  o f  c r e d its  be­
tween high sch o o ls  and c o l le g e s .  I t  was based on a sch oo l year o f from 
t h i r t y - s i x  to  fo r ty  weeks, on a period  o f  from fo r ty  t o  s ix t y  m inutes, 
and on a su b ject being stu d ied  fo r  four or f iv e  period s per week. I t  
proposed th a t a four-year high sch oo l provide a minimvn o f fourteen  w i t s  
in  c o lle g e  entrance su b jects* 2?
These r eg u la tio n s  were approved by the C o llege  Entrance Examination 
Board and by th e  A sso c ia tio n  o f  C o lleges and Preparatory Schools o f  th e  
Southern S ta te s  in  1 9 0 9 . Col leges  and u n iv e r s i t ie s  in  order t o  r e c e iv e  
fw d s  from th e  Carnegie Foundation had t o  require fa r  adm ission o f  h ig h -  
sch o o l graduates not le e s  -than fourteen  w i t s .  C onsequently, many c o l -
2®Circular L etter  o f th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education o f  L ouisiana, 
undated (1 9 1 2 ).
^ E llsw o r th  Too?kins and Walter H. Gaumnits, The Carnegie U n it: I t s
S ta tu s and Trends. O ffice  o f Education, United StatesD ep artm en t o f  
H ealth , Education, and w e lfa r e , B u lle t in  1954, Nwber 7 (Washington: Govern
ment P r in tin g  O ff ic e , 19 5 4 ), PP. 4 -7 .
3° Ib id  . ,  p p . 5 -1 0 .
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l i g t i  and u n iv e r s i t ie s  required th a t  can d id ates fo r  adm ission have earn­
ed fou rteen  c r e d i t s .  By 1912 both Tulane U n iv ersity  and L ouisiana S ta te  
U n iv ersity  had t h i s  requirem ent which made th e  adoption o f  th e  u n it  s y s ­
tem by high sc h o o ls  o f  Louisiana mandatory i f  th ey  were to  prepare 
stu d en ts fo r  adm ission to  th ese  c o l le g e s .
The course o f  stu dy o f  1912 was th e  f i r s t  t o  make mention o f  majors 
and m inors. By a major su b je c t i s  meant a s e q u e n tia l s u b je c t , or one 
forming a p art o f  a s e r ie s ,  pursued through th ree  s e s s io n s , f iv e  periods  
a week or th e  e q u iv a len t, and counting fo r  th ree  u n it s .  By a minor i s  
meant a se q u en tia l su b je c t , or  one forming a part o f  a s e r ie s ,  pursued 
through two s e s s io n s  f iv e  period s a week or th e  e q u iv a len t, and counting  
for  two u n it s .  These or© vision s for majors and minors have remained a 
part o f the h ig h -sch o o l course o f  stu dy . A candidate fo r  graduation from  
any one o f  th e  cou rses was to  o f f s r  a t l e a s t  three m ajors, two m inors, and 
one e le c t iv e  u n it .
The course o f  stu dy  o f  1912 included s ix  c u r r ic u la . In a d d it io n  to  
th e  th ree  cu rr icu la  o ffered  in  the course o f  stu d y  o f  1909, th ere  were a 
gen era l curriculum , a ru ra l teach er tr a in in g  curriculum , and a horns econo­
m ies curriculum .
Factors in flu e n c in g  th e  course o f  study o f  1912. N w srous fa c to r s  
l ik e l y  had an in flu e n c e  on th e  s t a t e  h igh -sch oo l in sp ecto r  in  th e  construc­
t io n  o f  the course of stu dy o f  1912. The demand by sch o o l p r in c ip a ls  for  
a curriculum  w ith  g rea ter  breadth and f l e x i b i l i t y  and th e  a ss is ta n c e  ren­
dered fay h ig h -sch o o l p r in c ip a ls  in  th e  con stru ctio n  o f th e  course o f  study  
have a lready been m entioned. Other fa c to r s  were th e  demands of th e  p a ren ts , 
th e  s o c ia l ,  economic, and c iv ic  needs o f  p u o i ls ,  the d e s ir e  to  o f fe r  a v a r i­
e t y  of courses t o  meet th e  demands o f  variou s typ es of o u p ils  and thus
5*
reduce the number o f  drap-oube, tho nood fo r  teach ers In r u r a l aeh oola , 
c o lla g e  entrance requirem ents, and th e  progreaa made in  other a ta te e  in  
c u r r io u ltn  co n a tru ctio n .
Hr* Favrot not on ly  aaked for  opiniona from h ig h -sch o o l teaohera  
and p r in c ip a ls  and other educators w ith in  tha s t a t e ,  but sought to  know 
what other s t a t e s  were doing in  th e  way o f  curriculum  ask in g  a t  th e  s e c ­
on d ary  l e v e l .  The b r ie f  l e t t e r  quoted below as aent t o  h igb -ech oo l 
p r in c ip a ls  o f  o ther s ta t e s  i s  evidence o f  th e  s ta t e  h igh -sch oo l in s o e c -  
t o r ' s  e f f o r t s  t o  fin d  out what high sc h o o ls  in  other s t a t e s  were doing  
r e ^ r d in g  a course o f  studyt 
Osar S ir t
I f  con ven ien t, I  should g r e a t ly  ap p reciate  your f i l l i n g  out 
and sending a s  th e  en closed  blank fo r a , prepared for  the high  
sch o o l p r in c ip a ls  o f  L ou isian a .
Tour sch o o l has been r e fer r ed  t o  as one o f  th e  b e st  high  
sch o o ls  in  your s t a t e ,  and I  should l ik e  t o  be se n t  your l a t ­
e s t  course o f  stu dy .
Very t r u ly  yours,
Leo M. F avrot, „
S ta te  High School Inspector-*
That th e  deaands o f  p arents and th e  s o c ia l ,  econom ic, and c iv ic  needs 
o f  p v p ils  had an e f f e c t  upon the s ta te  h ig h -sch o o l In sp ector  in  ask in g  th e  
course o f  study o f  1912 i s  in d ica ted  by Hr. F avrot' a own statem en ts!
There i s  a d i s t in c t  deaand fo r  a broader and aore f l e x ib le  
course o f study in  our high s c h o o ls .  T his deaand comes a s  in ly  
fr o a  two so u rc es . In th e  f i r s t  p la c e , our patrons are deaand- 
in g  v o c a tio n a l oourses in  our high sc h o o ls . They are ask ing  
fo r  cou rses in v o lv in g  annual a c t i v i t i e s  and fo r  a content o f  
inform ation im m ediately and p r a c t ic a l ly  s e r v ic e a b le . In the  
second p la c e , our presen t-day  c iv i l i s a t io n  aakes an urgent de­
aand upon us to  hold our boys and g ir l s  in  sch o o l t o  the end
^^Circular L e tter  dated October 6 , 1911 o f  the S ta te  Department o f  
Education o f  L ou isian a .
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th a t  th ay  aay bacon* b a tta r  and nora e f f i c i e n t  c i t 1tana.
Tha problan o f  s e a t in g  th ese  denands i s  not ea sy  o f  
s o lu t io n . I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  determ ine what nay ba o -  
n it ta d  in  th a  p resen t course o f  s tu d y . I t  i s  e q u a lly  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  d ec id e  what should ba su b stitu ted  fa r  th a t  
which i s  o n it ta d . Tha s o c ia l  and econoodc needs o f  the  
in d iv id u a l t o  ba taught v u st ba con sid ered . Tha co n ten t, 
o r g a n isa tio n , and tea ch a b len ess  o f  the su b jec t o f in s tr u c ­
t io n  nu st l ik e w is e  r ec e iv e  co n sid er a tio n . . .
Tha d asir*  t o  con stru ct tha cu rr icu lu n  to  s a t i s f y  th e  denands o f
p u p ils  was expressed  by Mr. Favrot:
. . . However, i f  i t  i s  found tru e th a t a s e t  course con-  
p r is in g  c e r ta in  s p e c if ie d  branches i s  d r iv in g  p u p ils  away fro *  
the high s c h o o ls , or f e l l in g  sh ort o f  i t s  purposes in  any other  
way, then i t  i s  t in e  t o  in troduce such s u b s t itu te  s tu d ie s  in  
th e  oourae as w i l l  tend t o  s a t i s f y  th e  reasonable denands o f  
var iou s types o f  p u p i l s .33
Mr. Favrot had urged a t  the h igh -eeh oo l p rin c ip a l**  conference th a t  
a plan s im ila r  to  th a t adopted by the Secondary Department o f  th e  N ational 
Education A ssoc ia tion  on th e  a r t ic u la t io n  o f th e  high sch o o l and c o lle g e  
be used as a b a s is  fo r  th e  organ isa tion  of the new h ig h -sch o o l c u r r ic u la . 
Further evidence o f th e  e f f e c t  o f c o lle g e  entrance requirem ents on the  
high sc h o o l course o f  stu dy  i s  noted in  an a r t ic le  w r itte n  in  Janimry, 
1912, by Walter L. Flem ing. Mr. Fleming p o in ted  out th a t the h ig h -sch o o l 
and c o lle g e  a u th o r it ie s  had reached a gen era l agreement th a t the fo u r-  
year h ig h -sch o o l course was necessary  as a foundation for  c o lle g e  work.
He s ta te d  th a t Louisiana S ta te  U n iversity  required fourteen  w i t s  for  
en tran ce , the same number required by the course o f  study o f  1912. He 
l i s t e d  th e  w i t s  required in  s p e c i f ic  su b jec ts  for  adm ission . These sub­
je c t s  were a l l  required by the course of stu dy o f  1 9 1 2 .^
^ Leo M. F avrot, Supplement £o and R evision  o f  th e  S ta te  Course o f  
Study fo r  Hiah sch o o ls  o f  LouisTana (Baton Rouge: Ratnires-Jones P r in tin g
Company, 1912), P . 15 .
33Ib id . .  p . 6 .
^ W a lter  L . Flem ing, "C ollege Entrance Requirements," Louisiana  
S ta te  Un iv e r s ity  (Jugjrter^r, VII (January, 1912), pp. 2 5 -o .
57
Mr. Favrot Resigns
Mr. Favrot resign ed  aa a ta ta  h igh -sch oo l inapector and was succeed­
ed by Robert Martin on August 19, 1912. The la t t e r  remained in  th ia  
p o s it io n  for  one month. a . c* Bernard became s ta te  h igh -eehool in sp ec­
to r  in  September o f 1912 and served in  t h i s  ca p a c ity  u n t i l  th e  suaraer 
o f  1913* There was no h igh -sch ool inapector u n t i l  approximately one 
year th e r e a fte r , when C. A. Ivea assumed the p o s it io n .
I I I .  THE DEVELOP MEM T OF THE COURSE OF STUDY DURING THE TERM OF OFFICE OF 
HIGH-SCHOOL INSPECTOR C. A. IVES, 1914-1923
An a c t o f  the 1914 se ss io n  of the L eg isla tu re  provided for  the em­
ployment o f a s ta te  h igh -sch ool in sp ecto r . When the S ta te  Board o f  
Education met in  August, 1914, S ta te  Superintendent Harris recommended 
C. A. Ives,and the S ta te  Board approved.
During th e  n ine years which Mr. Ives served as h igh -sch ool in sp ecto r , 
f iv e  courses o f  study were issu ed . The changes introduced In each new 
course o f study were minor.
Course o f Study o f  1916
With the exception  o f the ru ra l teacher curriculum,which was o a it te d ,  
tha course o f  stu d y  o f 1916 included the same cu rr icu la  as did th e  course o f  
study o f  1912. The saae n ine and on e-h a lf u n its  were required o f a l l  for  
graduation; however, th e  t o t a l  u n its  required for  graduation were increased  
from fourteen u n its  to  s ix te e n  u n its .
The ru ra l teacher curriculum was abandoned a t  the request o f Superin­
tendent H arris. Superintendent Harris expressed h is  reasons for om itting  
the ru ra l teacher curriculum  as fo llow s:
"Minutes o f the S ta te  Board of Education fo r  August 12, 1914" 
(Unpublished, S ta te  Department o f  Education o f L ouisiana, Baton Rouge), p . 276.
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I aa oppoaad t o  tho plan o f  haring toaehors for  tho country 
oohoolo tralnod  in  h igh  sch oo ls fo r  th e  reasons: (1 )  High school
stu d en ts are too  young and too  p oorly  educated to  pursue p r o f it ­
ab ly  courses in  tea ch in g . (2 ) There i s  no need to  go to  the high  
sch oo l for  country teach ers} they  can be secured from th e  c o lle g e s  
and Nonssl s c h o o ls .*6
Mr. Harris mas a ls o  instrum ental in  in creasin g  the t o t a l  u n its  pre­
scrib ed  from fourteen  to  s ix te e n . On nimwroua occasions Mr. Harris can­
vassed th e  h igh -sch oo l p r in c ip a ls  fo r  th e ir  opinions on c er ta in  Issu es  
to  a s s i s t  him in  making p o l ic ie s  and r e g u la tio n s . In November, 1913# the  
fo llow in g  c ir c u la r  l e t t e r  was se n t by Superintendent Harris to  h igh -sch ool 
p r in c ip a ls  o f  Louisiana:
Kindly g ive  me the b e n e fit  o f your opinion on the questions l i s t ­
ed below return ing th is  sheet to  me with your n o ta tion s: ( l )  The
high school course o f study p rescr ib es review s for  the eigh th  grade 
( f i r s t  high sch oo l year) in  se v er a l grasnar grade su b jec ts . What 
do you th in k  o f abandoning a l l  elem entary su b je c ts  a t the end o f  
the seventh grade and con fin in g  th e  eigh th  grade work to  high school 
su bjects?  I f  t h is  should bs done, such su b jects  a s high sch oo l 
ar ith m etic , a lgeb ra , L a tin , and modern languages would be begun th e  
f i r s t  ter n  o f  the e ig h th  grade, or the f i r s t  high sch ool year .
(2 ) The adoption o f th e  above p lan  would n e c e s s ita te  the r a is in g  
of th e  requirem ents fo r  graduation, and a minimus o f s ix te en  u n its  
would seem to  be about the proper standard. What i s  your opinion?
An in d ica tio n  as t o  th e  opinions o f th e  h igh -sch ool p r in c ip a ls  in  re ­
gard to  the q u estion s asked by Superintendent Harris in  the above l e t t e r  
was revealed  in  a c ir c u la r  l e t t e r  issu ed  by S ta te  High-School Inspector  
Iv e s . He n o t if ie d  pariah superintendents th a t commencing with th e  gradu­
a tin g  c la s s  o f 1918-1919, p u p ils  would be required t o  present s ix te en  
coapleted  u n its  fo r  graduation, th a t as far  as p o ss ib le  there should be
^Thomas H. H arris, "Teacher-training Departments in  High S c h o o ls ," 
Louisiana School Work. I l l  (November, 1914), p p . 2 -4 .
^ C ir c u la r  L etter  Number 36 dated November 21, 1913 o f the S ta te  De­
partment o f Education o f L ouisiana.
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no review s o f  elem entary su b je c ts  in  th e  e ig h th  grade, and th a t the  
e ig h th  grade should  be devoted  to  h ig h -sch o o l su b ject^  p erm ittin g  a s tu ­
dent t o  earn fou r  u n its  o f  c r e d i t . ^  These r eg u la tio n s  were made a part 
o f  th e  cou rse  o f  stu d y  o f 1916.
The course o f  study o f  1916 was described  by th e  s ta te  h igh -sch oo l 
in sp ec to r  as fo llo w s:
T his p lan  p la c es  e ^ h a s i s  upon standards and a llow s for  a large  
degree o f f l e x i b i l i t y . The covrse i s  e la s t i c  enough t o  s u i t  th e  
needs o f  d if fe r e n t  co o n u n itie s  and t o  a la rg e  ex ten t th e  varying  
needs and a b i l i t i e s  o f  various stu d e n ts . Of the 9 .5  u n its  in  
E n g lish , h is to r y , m athem atics, and sc ie n c e  prescribed  for  a l l  s tu ­
dents th ere  i s  opportunity f o r  choice a t almost every s te p . For 
in s ta n c e , two u n its  are required in  sc ie n c e —one a p h y sica l and 
th e  other a b io lo g ic a l  sc ien ce}  but t h i s  a llow s a ch o ice  o f four  
su b je c ts  fo r  one u n it and o f  two fo r  the o th e r .
T his f l e x i b i l i t y  renders p o ss ib le  n a tu ra l and d e s ira b le  ad­
justm ents o f  th e  sch oo l program and o rgan isa tion  as a ffe c te d  by 
th e  s i s e  o f  the fa c u lty ,  the sch oo l equipment, and the needs o f
th e  stu d e n t.39
Except for  minor changes in  two or three courses the course o f  study  
o f  1917 was in  a l l  r e sp ec ts  the sans as th a t o f  1916.
The Course o f Study o f  1919
The course o f study o f 1919 provided th a t stu d en ts were not to  be 
graduated tg>on the b a s is  o f  a l i t e r a r y  co u rse , home economics cou rse, or 
ar r^ other cou rse , but upon th e  b a s is  o f  h igh -sch oo l u n its  coap leted .
P r io r  to  t h i s  curriculum , th e  prescribed  course o f study fo r  high sch o o ls  
included  one or mere c u r r ic u la . A high sch oo l could o ffer  one or a l l  o f  
th e  cu rr icu la  and a stu d en t was to  pursue the courses in  one p a r tic u la r
^ C ir c u la r  L etter  Number 119 dated September 12, 1914 o f  th e  S tate  
Department o f  Education o f  L ouisiana.
^ B ie n n ia l  R«port o f  th e  S ta te  Superintendent o f  P u b lic  Education fo r  
1914-15 . r a r t  I I I  (Baton Rouge: S aa ires-Jon es P r in tin g  Company, 1915), p . 7 .
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curriculum . Under the couree o f  study o f  1919* etudente were e t i l l  re­
quired to  complete s ix te e n  u n ite  for  graduation. Nine o f  th ese  were in  
the seme su b jects  as required by th e  couree o f  study o f  1916. The re ­
quirement in  algebra was reduced from one and onedialf u n it  t o  one w i t .
An order o f  su b jects  was se le c te d  for each grade.
While th e  course o f study o f  1919 abandoned the s ix  separate c u r r i­
c u la , i t  perm itted stu d en ts who so d esired  to  take th e  v o ca tio n a l su b jects  
which had been required p rev io u sly  in  the various c u r r icu la . A lso , i t  
allow ed students more freedom in  choosing voca tion a l su b je c ts . The couree 
o f study o f 1919 i s  presented below:
Suggested Program o f  Studies
The order o f su b jects  suggested below, and the combinations given for  
th e  d if fe r e n t  y ea rs , o f fe r  balanced work:
Eighth Grade Ninth Grade Tenth Qrade Eleventh Grade
E nglish  E nglish English E nglish
Algebra H istory H istory H istory
Science Science Qeometry Science
Foreign Language Foreign Language Foreign Language Algebra or
or Voc. Subject or Voc. Subject or Voc. Subject Voc. Subject
Note 1: Students intending to  go to  c o lle g e  should take algebra in  the
fourth  y ear .
Note 2: Students tak in g  typew ritin g  and stenography and preparing for
s e c r e ta r ia l  work would o rd in a r ily  not need bookkeeping.
Note 3: I f  i t  i s  d esired  to  o ffe r  sc ien ce  in  th e  ten th  grade, t h i s  sub­
j e c t  (ph ysics or chem istry) would be offered  in  p lace  o f  foreign  
language or v o ca tio n a l su b ject in  th a t year .
Note 4: Science in  the eighth  or n in th  grade would be se le c te d  from the
fo llow in g: Botany (h a lf  year or one y ear); Zoology (h a lf  year
or one y ea r ); P hysio logy (h a lf  y ea r); P h y sic a l Geography (h a lf  
year; and Commercial Geography (h a lf  y e a r ).
Note 5: The one u n it required in  b io lo g ic a l  sc ien ce  must be earned from
th e f i r s t  three su b jects mentioned in  the l i s t  above.
Note 6: Subjects prescribed  for a l l  candidates for graduation are: Eng­
l i s h  I ,  IX, I I I  (3 u n its ) ;  Algebra (1 u n it);  P lane Geometry
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(1  u n it )}  B io lo g ic *1 S eien oe—Botany, Z oology, P hyaiology
(1  u n it ) ;  P h y s ic a l S cien ce—P h y s ic s , Chemistry (1  u n it ) ;
H istory—Foreign (1  u n it ) ;  Anar loan  H istory t and C iv ic s  (1
u n i t ) .  T ota l u n it  a praacribad: (9 u n ite )
Mr. Ivoa exp la in ed  tho requirement th a t stu d en ts s e l e c t  e ith e r  a 
fo r e ig n  language or a v o c a tio n a l su b ject in  the c ir c u la r  l e t t e r  quoted 
below:
In view  o f  th e  fa c t  th a t p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  c o l le g e s  and u n iv e r s i­
t i e s  req u ire  at l e a s t  two years o f  a fo re ig n  language, i t  i s  inp ortan t 
fo r  our high sch oo ls t o  nalce i t  p o s s ib le  fo r  p rosp ective  c o lle g e  s tu ­
dents t o  secure t h i s  minimum in  a fo re ig n  language.
This requirenent i s  in  e f f e c t  fo r  a l l  cou rses a t Tulane and New­
comb ( in  sons courses more than two years o f  a fo re ig n  language being  
req u ired ); i t  i s  in  e f f e c t  in  the L ouisiana S ta te  U n iv ersity  fo r  a l l  
courses except a g r ic u ltu r e . I t  i s  p o s s ib le ,  however, fo r  a student 
t o  make up a fo re ig n  language required a t Louisiana S ta te  U n iv ersity  
a f te r  e n te r in g , though t h i s  should be avoided .
Students ta k in g  Connerce o r d in a r ily  do not expect to  go to  c o l le g e .  
Students in  other v o c a tio n a l courses might be allow ed the p r iv ile g e  o f  
e le c t in g  two years o f  a fo re ig n  language in  p la ce  o f two years of th e  
v o c a tio n a l su b je c t .* 1
Courses o f Study o f 1920 and 1922
New c o tr se s  o f  study were promulgated in  1920 and 1922. They w ere,
w ith  the excep tion  o f  minor changes which w i l l  be considered in  subsequent
ch a p ters , th e  same as the course o f  study o f  1919*
School dav organised on b a s is  o f  s ix tr -a d n u te  p e r io d s . A curriculum
change in  regard to  the tim e devoted to  su b je c ts  was introduced by Mr. Ives
in  1922. I t  had been th e  p r a c tic e  t o  have per week th ree  forty-m inute o e r i-
ods and two eighty-m inute period s in  a l l  s c ie n c e s ,  e ig h ty -a in u te  p eriod s
in  home econom ics, and ninety-m inute p eriod s fo r  a g r ic u ltu r e . Mr* Ives
suggested  th a t h ig h -sch o o l p r in c ip a ls  organise th e  sch o o l day on the b a s is
o f  s ix ty n r in u te  p e r io d s . He pointed  out th a t such a plan would s im p lify
^O state Course o f  Study fo r  High Schools o f  L ou isian a. 1919 (Baton 
Rouge: R am ires-Jonesr r io t in g  C o lo n y , 1919)* pp. 5 -12 .
^ C ir c u la r  L etter  Number 1061 dated August 6 , 1920 o f  th e  S ta te  De 
partment o f  Education o f L ou isian a .
p ro it — M ik in g , would remove many o o n f lie ts  fo r  students* and would p a t 
every  h igh-schoo l la b jo e t on e x a c tly  tho  m m  b a s is  u  to  tim e . d m  
th e  v o ca tio n a l su b je c ts  worn In troduced in to  L o u isian a 's  schoo l*  tk tjr  were 
com paratively  a w ) they  hod to  bo workod o u t on t  woro o r  lo o s experim ental 
bools* S ines o t f i r s t  tho  v o ca tio n a l su b jec ts  loekod tho long ev o lu tio n  
behind tho o th e r sub jects*  I t  ooMiod boot to  allow  wore than  tho  o rd in ary  
t in s  ib r  handling  than* A fte r d e f in ite  oonelusione a s  to  co n ten t and 
procedure had been evolved in  th e  v o ca tio n a l sub jects*  th e re  was n o t th e  
ssao stro n g  reasons fo r  assig n in g  so much school t in s  to  thaw* Ry a l ­
low ing th ese  su b je c ts  to  taka th e ir  p laces by th e  side o f  tho o th e r sub­
je c ts  w ith  re sp e c t to  tho  t in s  elsw ent* Iv es In tended  to  b rin g  about 
a  un ifo rm ity  and s im p lic ity  in  o rg an isin g  tho school program .^* This 
o rg a n isa tio n  o f  th e  school pro gran by hour p erio d s w ith  equal t in s  to  
su b je c ts  has p e rs is te d  in to  tho present*
i t .  t o  ESVKDoiranrr of t o  oousse of study durihg t o  tom  of office  of 
HXGB-SCHDOI. SUPERVISOR CHARLES F . TRUDEAU* 1923-1935
C harles F . Trudeau succeeded Iv es  a s  In sp ec to r o f  h igh  schools l a  tho 
sunaer o f  1923* H is t i t l e  was changed to  hlgh-eehoel superv isor*
A now course o f  study fo r  high schools was Issu ed  in  tho f a l l  o f  
1923 by Trudeau* This new ewrrlcwlwn d id  n o t d if f e r  m a te ria lly  from 
tho  course o f  study  o f  1922* b u t th e  year 1925 saw a s ig n if ic a n t change 
in  p o lic y  w ith  regard  to  h igh-schoo l o ffe rin g s*
Tho Course o f  Study o f  192S
S uperintendent H arris subm itted to  a  coom ittee o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  
Education a t  a m eeting o f  March 12* 1925* a new proposed course o f  study
^ C irc u la r  L e tte r  M b e r  lb l5  o f  th e  S ta te  Do portae a t  o f  Eduoation 
o f  Louisiana* undated (1922)*
63
fair h igh s c h o o ls .  This course o f  study re sto r ed  th e  s e v e r a l cu rr icu la  
which had been abandoned in  1919 except th a t the l i t e r a r y  curriculum  was 
dropped and a manual tr a in in g  curriculum  added. The cou rses included  
a general curriculum , boom economics curriculum , manual tr a in in g  c u rr i­
culum, a g r ic u ltu r a l curriculum , and a commercial curriculum .
The S ta te  Superintendent o f  P u b lic  Education p o in ted  out th a t th e  
program o f s tu d ie s  subm itted was form ulated fo r  the fo llo w in g  reason s:
(1 ) t o  presen t h ig h -sch o o l courses organised upon sound ed u cation a l b a ses;
(2 )  t o  o f fe r  courses th a t would prepare stu d en ts not on ly  for  c o lle g e  but 
a ls o  fo r  th e  d u t ie s  o f l i f e ;  (3)  to  make i t  p o s s ib le  for  a l l  graduates o f  
state-app roved  high sc h o o ls  t o  en ter  state-app roved  c o lle g e s  w ithout con­
d it io n s ;  (4 )  to  perm it stu dents to  e le c t  a course o f  study ra th er  than  
su b jec ts  o f  study a s  had been the case s in ce  1919; (5 ) to  minimise the  
c o s t  o f  th e  tex t-b ook  b i l l  o f  stu d en ts; (6 )  to  minimize c o s t s  so th a t  
p a r ish es  o f lim ite d  means could support sta te-eop roved  high sch oo ls  
w ithout th e  expense o f employing numerous s p e c ia l  tea ch ers; and (7 )
to  o f fe r  cou rses which c a lle d  for  greater in t e l le c t u a l  e f f o r t  and which 
should th ere fo re  r e s u lt  in  a sounder e d u c a t io n .^
Sin ce the course o f stu d y  o f 1925 d if fe r e d  so much from the courses 
o f  study o f  1919, 1920, 1922, and 1923, i t  i s  presented  below:
^"Minutes o f th e  S ta te  Board o f Education o f  L ou isiana, March 25, 
1925," (Unpublished, S ta te  Department o f Education o f L ou isian a , Baton 
R ouge), p . 19.
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POURS!
O snaral
A g ricu ltu re
Hoa» Eeonowiea 
Manual T rain ing
Co— r e ia l
HIGH-SCHOOl COURSES OF STUDY, 192$ 
EIGHTH (BADE
SUBJECT
lia h  
O m n i  S cisncs 
Business A r l t ta s t ie  
Com a rci a l  Oaogr a phy
E nglish
B usiness A rithm etic 
General Science 
A gricu ltu re
(a) P rin c ip le s  o f  P lan t 
C ultura
(b ) S o ils  and F a r ti l is a r a
English
Baainaas A rlth n e tle  
O snaral Science 
Sawing
Engliah
Baainaas A rithm etic 
O snaral Seianoa 
Woodwork and H aehanloal 
Drawing (a lte rn a te ly )
Engliah
B usiness A rithm etic 
Bookkeeping 
Ceaware i a l  Geography
UgtT
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HIGH-SOBOL COURSES OF STUDY, 1925 
Id  NTH GRADS
COURSE SUBJECT UNIT
General E nglish  1
A lgebra 1
H o le  g7 1
C ivics 1
A g ricu ltu re  E nglish  1
A lgebra 1
Biology 1
A g ricu ltu re
(a )  lirln a l Husbandry
(b ) M ilk Froduetion
(e ) P o u ltry  Keeping 1
Hone Economics E nglish 1
A lgebra 1
Biology 1
Cooking 1
Manual T rain ing  E nglish 1
Algebra 1
Biology 1
bboduork and M echanical
D reeing (a lte rn a te ly )  1
C w e rc ia l E a g llA  1
Algebra 1
Biology 1
Bookkeeping 1
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HIGH-SCHOOL COURSES OP STUDY, 1925 
TRUTH GRADE
COURSE SUBJ1CT UMTT
General k g l l r i )  1
Oeone tr y  1
Q n a r tl  H isto ry  1
fo re ig n  Language 1
A g ricu ltu re  B nglieb 1
O i f l M t n r  1
O snsrel H isto ry  1
A g ricu ltu re
(a) H e rtic u ltu re
(b )  F ie ld  Crepe 1
Howe Beenonice E nglish  1
Ooono try  1
General H ieto ry  1
Hone Boononiee
(a) Personal Hygiene
(b ) Household H tw ig sn n t 1
Manual T rain ing  E nglish 1
Oso n stry  1
O eneral H isto ry  1
fo re ig n  Language o r  
Bookkeeping o r  A g ric u ltu ra l 
S ubject 1
C ossM reial E n g lish
Q sonetry 
Oeneral H isto ry  
Typew riting 
Stenography HS
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HICH-SCHOOL COURSES OF STUDY, 1925 
ELEVENTH GRADE
OOUESE
O snaral
A g ricu ltu re
Rosa Eooaoales
Manual T rain ing
Co— r c l a l
SUBJECT
lB |l l a h
R q n le i o r  C hari.otry 
F brsign  Language 
A asrlean  H isto ry  
Advtaead A lgebra
E nglish
Physios o r  C h salstry  
A g ricu ltu re
(a ) Far* Haaagoasnt
(b ) R ural E o o a ^ r 
(o ) F ara to g la ss rin g
A neriean H isto ry  
Adraaood A lgebra
E nglisn
Physios o r  Chasriatry 
Hoao Boouualo a
(a )  T oxtU os and CXothlac
(b ) Fbod sad  N u tritio n  
A asrlean H isto ry  
Advanced A lgebra
B u llish
Physics o r  C h sa lstry  
Foreign Language o r
Bookkeeping o r  A g ricu ltu ra l 
Subject 
Ja o ris a a  H isto ry  
Ad raaood A lfobra
E nglish
Physics o r  C hsalstry  
Typew riting 
Stenography 
A asrlean H isto ry  
Adraaood A lgebra
HIGH-SCHOOL COURSES OF STUDT, 1925 
TOTAL UHXTS
OOPBSE
Oeneral
A g ricu ltu re
Hone Eoononies
Manual tra in in g
SUBJECT
to g lia h  
Ita tb M tU ca  
Selence 
S o ela l Selanca 
Foreign Language
T otal
to g l ia h
M athanatlea
Seianoa
A g ricu ltu re
o r
A g ricu ltu re  and 
Foreign Language 
o r
A g ricu ltu re  and 
Bookkeeping 
S o ela l Science
T otal
la g U e h
M ath an a tlea
Seianoa
S ocial Soienee 
Bane Eoonoad.cs 
o r
Hone Economics and 
Bookkeeping 
o r
Hone loononlea and 
Foreign Language 
o r
Hone looneniee and 
Stenography and Typing
English
H a th e n a tie e
Science
S o ela l Seianoa 
Manual T rain ing  and 
Foreign language 
o r
Bookkeeping
o r
A g ricu ltu re
o r
Stenography and typ ing
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HIGH SCHOOL OOURSM OF STUDY, 1925 
TOTAL UNITS
COURSE SUBJECT UNITS
C o M e rc ia l ■ ngllsh
M athanatlea
Selene*
S o e la l  Selene* 
Bookkeeping and 
S tenography and Typing
2
3
2
2
o r
Stenography and Typing and 
fo re ig n  Language
2
2
o r
Bookkeeping and 
F o re ig n  Langauge
2
2
Metees i f  th re e  year* o f  fo re ig n  language dea lr* d , pupil*  in  general
oourae nay  drop b io logy  in  n in th  grade} I f  fo u r year* o f  fo re ig n  
language d esire d , they  nay drop eo—e r d a l  geography in  e ig h th  
grade*
Large schools nay o f fe r  so lid  geoaetry  (one h a lf  year) and nor* 
than  two y sare  o f stenography and typew riting* The consent o f  
th e  S ta te  D epartnent o f  Education n u st be ob tained  f i r s t*
I f  stu d en ts  take over 16} u n its , i t  i s  urged th a t c iv ic s  be 
taken f i r s t*
C hsalstry  l a  te n th  grad*) physios in  e lev en th , i f  both given*
Cwaaerciial geography  belongs to  so e la l science group*
O oaaerclal law , i f  o ffe re d , n u st be fo r  a f u l l  pear*
High-school u n its  fo r  in s t r a a n ta l  a u s le  ar*  n o t allowed*
fh y s le a l tra in in g  should be enoouregod in  a l l  sch o o ls, b u t U gh- 
school u n its  f e r  physical tra in in g  a re  n o t allowed*
Any d ev ia tio n  n u et be reeonaended fay S ta te  H igh-school Supervisor 
and approved by s ta te  Board * f Education*^*
s i  ana S ta te  Coarse o f  Study and Manual o f  A dm inistration  fo r  
m  acnoo ls, 1jhfc (Eaton fcouget R anlree-Jones R e n tin g  Con- 
,  pp . B-9.
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Mr* B u r ls  e x p la in s ! th a t th a  proposed pw gm  o f  s tu d ie s  was prepared  
w ith  tho  vlaw o f m eeting tho  nooda o f  pop llo  l a  n in e ty -fiv e  po rcoat to  
ninety*seven p o reoat o f  tho  oehoolo o f tho o ta to *  To a o o t opoelal condi- 
tlono  l a  a  few o f  tho  la rg e r  cen ters*  oehoolo n ig h t aako a  few ohaages*
For ta a p U f  o o lld  geometry aad more th a a  two ja a ro  o f  stenography and 
ty p ew ritin g  a ig h t be o ffered*  9neh ehaagea would haws to  bo approved 
f l r e t  by th e  S ta te  Department o f  Bdueatioa* Bo urged p ap llo  to  s ta y  l a  
tho sane eouroe la  tho  eigh th  and n in th  grades) however* in  the te n th  
aad eleven th  grades they  were req u ired  to  s ta y  l a  th e  sane oourse*
Tho o o n a ltto e  d iscussed  thoroughly th e  proposed rev ised  oourse o f 
study* approved i t*  sad  rooo—ended i t  ib r  adoption  by th e  S ta te  Board 
o f  Bdueation* The l a t t e r  approved the o o w altteo 's  reeom eendatione*
la  prow ulgating th e  oourse o f  study o f  1925* Mr* Trudeau explained  
th a t i t  streng thened  each o f  th e  f iv e  standard  oourses o ffe re d  by re ­
q u irin g  no re  work in  nathenatios*  Bnglish* and oeieaoe* by req u irin g  a  
f u l l - y e a r 's  work l a  American h is to ry  in s te a d  o f  a h a lf-y e a r aad by wak­
in g  p o ssib le  th e  o ffe rin g  o f  a  w ore oeup lete  course l a  oonnarce and l a  
c iv ic s*  The oourse o f study attem pted to  discourage a l l  "n ibbling* 
oversea* Mr* Trudeau f e l t  th a t wore could be gained ed u ca tio n a lly  fTou 
a no re  profound study  o f  a  few w ell-ehoosea standard  su b je c ts  th aa  f to a  
f l i t t i n g  about l a  h a s te  over an in d e f in ite  range o f  s u b je c ts * ^
Jbha 1* Lombard* V. 1 . Slsenore* aad Jbha 1* O o a a lff  o f  th e  S ta te  
Deportment o f B daeatloa rendered a s s is ta n c e  In  th e  p rep a ra tio n  o f  th e  
oourse o f study  o f  1925* Many valuab le  suggestions were o ffe re d  by
t^^ XULd** p* 5*
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p a r ish  su p er in ten d en ts, p r in c ip a ls ,  and t e a c h e r s .^
Changes made by th e  course o f stu d y  o f  192*5. The important changes 
made by the course o f  study o f  1925 were: ( l )  Graduation r eq u iresen ts
in  E nglish  were r a is e d  from th ree  u n its  t o  fo u r . The course o f study o f  
1923, however, had been m odified in  regard t o  graduation requirem ents in  
E nglish  in  1924* Upon th e  recommendation o f Superintendent H arris th a t  
th e  requirem ents in  E n glish  be in creased  to  fo u r  u n it s ,  the S ta te  Board 
o f  Education a t i t s  m eeting o f  May 13 , 1924» required four u n its  o f  
E nglish  fo r  graduation . (2 ) Graduation requirem ents in  mathematics 
were in creased  from two u n its  t o  th ree  and o n e -h a lf u n its ;  (3 ) Instead  
o f  being allow ed to  earn fou r  u n its  maximum in  manual tr a in in g  su b je c ts , 
a stu dent in  the manual tr a in in g  curriculum  had to  meet a requirement 
o f  two u n i t s .
With regard to  a llow in g  p t p i l s  to  e le c t  su b je c ts , th e  course o f  
study o f  1925 was th e  most r ig id  and in f le x ib le  h igh -ech oo l course o f  
study ever prescribed  fo r  th e  high sch o o ls  o f  L ou isiana. P u p ils  in  a l l  
cou rses could s e le c t  e ith e r  p h ysics or chem istry in  the e le v en th , p u p ils  
in  th e  manual tr a in in g  course could e le c t  a fo re ig n  language, bookkeeping, 
o r  an a g r ic u ltu r a l su b ject fo r  one u n it in  th e  ten th  grade and fo r  one 
u n it in  the e leven th  grade, and p u p ils  in  th e  g en era l course could drop 
e ith e r  commercial geography in  th e  e igh th  grade and/or b io logy  in  th e  
n in th  grade r e p la c in g  them w ith  one or two years o f  a fo r e ig n  language. 
Other than th e s e  c h o ic e s , no e le c t iv e s  were a llow ed .
Reasons fa r  th e  course o f  study o f 1925. S evera l reasons fo r  the  
course o f  study o f  1925 as s ta te d  by Superintendent H arris and High-
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School Supervisor Trudeau have been m entioned. Probably the main reason  
fo r  th e  change was in d ica ted  by Trudeau in  a c ir c u la r  l e t t e r  to  h ig h -  
sch oo l p r in c ip a ls  in  which he sta te d :
I t  i s  now c le a r  t o  everyone engaged in  h igh -ech oo l work in  
L ouisiana th a t one o f th e  outstan d in g  aims o f  the s t a t e  d eo a rt-  
ven t o f  education  i s  to  bring about as soon as p o s s ib le  d ec id ed ly  
b e tte r  h igh -ech oo l r e s u l t s .  Such r e s u l t s ,  as we a u st a l l  agree , 
are badly needed. . .
For se v e r a l years p r io r  t o  the in trod u ction  o f  the course o f  study  
o f  1925§ Trudeau and h is  pred ecessor  C, A. Ives had 00043la in ed  about th e  
poor achievement o f  h ig h -sch o o l graduates in  E n glish  and n a th en a tic s .
The 1925 curriculum  was the most r ig id ,  and required more academ ically  
o f a l l  stu d en ts  than had any curriculum  s in ce  1906 and than has any 
curriculum  subsequent to  1925*
The Course o f  Study o f  1929
During the summer o f 1929, th e  h ig h -sch o o l course o f study was re­
v is e d . The n e c e s s i ty  fo r  r e v is in g  th e  course o f  study grew out o f  th e  
fo llo w in g  co n sid era tio n s: ( l )  As some a d d it io n a l h ig h -sch o o l su b je c ts
had been a u th o r ised , i t  became necessary to  in d ic a te  the time and p lace  
t o  be assign ed  th e s e  su b je c ts  in  the se v e r a l c u r r icu la ; (2 ) Experience 
gained in  endeavoring to  adhere s t r i c t l y  t o  the rather r ig id  cu rr icu la  
contained in  the course o f  study o f  1925 in d ica ted  the d e s ir a b i l i t y  o f  
making more f l e x ib l e  the requirem ents o f  the variou s cu rr icu la  by en­
la r g in g  th e  f i e l d  o f  su b jec ts  in  each curriculum  and by p rov id in g  th e  
e le c t iv e  fea tu re ; and (3 ) In a number o f  th e  h ig h -sch o o l courses i t  was 
deemed a d v isa b le  to  fu rn ish  a more d e f in i t e  statem ent o f th e  su b jec t
^ C ir c u la r  L e tte r  Number 2112 dated October 6 , 1925 o f  the S ta te  
Department o f  Education o f L ou isiana.
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m atter to  be covered.^®
In is s u in g  th e  course o f study o f  1929 t o  the high s c h o o ls , Trudeau 
c a lle d  a t te n t io n  to  the f a c t  th a t th e  new course o f  study in  no m ateria l 
way changed any o f  th e  e s s e n t ia l  p ro v is io n s  o f th e  co x rse  o f  study o f  
1925 and th a t  a l l  th a t was a llow ed  by the 1925 course was allow ed by th e  
course of stu d y  o f  1929. The main d iffe r e n c e  between th e  two courses  
o f study was th a t  th e  1929 course o ffered  a grea ter  la t itu d e  in  the or­
g a n isa tio n  o f c u r r ic u la , and provided a wider ch o ice  o f  su b jects  to  be 
pursued*. In a l l  standard c u r r ic u la , a t  l e a s t  th ree  su b jec ts  were o r e .  
scribed and p ro v is io n  made fa r  th e  e le c t io n  o f  a u n it  in  c e r ta in  grades.
The purpose o f t h i s  was to  provide some f l e x i b i l i t y  and t o  g iv e  sch o o ls  
a wide range o f choice in  th e  su b je c ts  th a t might be o ffer ed  in  any 
curriculum . The e le c t iv e  fea tu re  made i t  unnecessary fo r  a student to  
change from one curriculum  t o  another in  order to  schedule c e r ta in  d e­
s ir e d  su b je c ts ,th u s  making i t  p o s s ib le  fa r  a stu dent to  remain in  the  
same curriculum  for  four y ea rs . A lso , th e  h igh -sch oo l su pervisor ac­
knowledged the va lu ab le  a s s is ta n c e  rendered by John E. Coxe in  th e
A Opreparation  o f th e  course o f  stu d y . 7
Changes made by the course o f  stu d y  o f  1929. The same f iv e  c u r r i­
cu la  in  the course o f stu dy  o f 1925 c o ^ r is e d  the course o f  stu d y  o f 1929. 
Whereas th e  requirem ents for  graduation under the course o f study o f 1929 
were l ib e r a l is e d  in  a sm all measure and p u p ils  had a few more ch o ices  as 
to  su b jec ts  pursued, i t  was s t i l l  a rather in f le x ib le  course o f stu d y .
^A nnual Report o f  th e  Louisiana S ta te  Department o f  Education fo r  
th e  S ess io n  1927-28. B u lle t in  N\xab<r 148 (Baton Rouge: Ramlres-Jones
P r in t in g  Company, 1929 ), PP. 19-20 .
^ L o u is ia n a  H iah-School Standards and Manual o f O rganisation and 
A dm ln letration , B u lle t in  Number 161 o f  the S ta te  Department o f  Education 
o f  L ouisiana (Baton Rouge: Ramlres-Jones P r in t in g  Company, 1929), pp. 5 -6 ,
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Whereas th ree  and o n e -h a lf  u n ite  o f  mathematics had been required o f  a l l ,  
th e  course o f  study o f  1929 required  two and o n e -h a lf  u n it s .  A rithm etic  
was required a h a lf  year rath er than a whole year and second-year algebra  
was no longer req u ired . B io logy , which had form erly been required  o f a l l ,  
was required on ly  in  th e  a g r ic u ltv r e  course and in  th e  home economics 
departments r e c e iv in g  a id  from the Federal Board fo r  V ocational Education. 
In l i e u  o f  th ese  su b je c ts  not req u ired , p u p ils  were perm itted  to  choose  
su b je c ts .
Trudeau c o n s id v e d  the course o f  study o f  1929 to  be " s u f f ic ie n t ly  
l ib e r a l  and f le x ib le  to  meet th e  needs or requirem ents o f  any h ig h -  
sch oo l s tu d e n t.
Purposes o f the f iv e  cu rr icu la  in  the course o f study o f  1929. 
Trudeau in d ica ted  th a t the primary purpose o f th e  gen era l curriculum  was 
t o  prepare s tu d en ts  for  en ter in g  the sch o o ls  o f a r ts  and sc ie n c e s  o f  
standard c o lle g e s  and th a t  the Durpase o f  th e  fou r  v o c a tio n a l c u r r icu la  
was n o t on ly  to  prepare stu d en ts fo r  en ter in g  the v o c a tio n a l cou rses in  
c o l le g e ,  but t o  g ive  them such s o e c ia l  tr a in in g  a s would enable them t o  
begin a t once, and t o  do more e f f e c t iv e ly ,  th e  work o f th e ir  chosen vo­
c a t io n s . A comparison o f th e  c o lle g e  en tran ce requirem ents in  E n glish , 
mathematics and fo re ig n  languages o f  each of th e  u n iv e r s i t ie s  and c o lle g e s  
in  Louisiana w ith th e  c r e d it s  required  fo r  graduation by th e  course of 
study o f 1929 r ev e a ls  th a t the covrse provided graduates w ith the needed 
requirem ents for  e n te r in g  a c o lle g e  or u n iv e r s ity  in  the s t a t e .
Course o f Study o f  1933.
The next course o f  stu d y , which appeared in  1933> brought a l ib e r -
5°Ibid. .  p. 24.
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a U sed  and a g r ea tly  expanded curriculum . Trudeau in  a l e t t e r  to  
Superintendent Harris dated August 12, 1932, s e t  forth  h is  reasons for  
d esir in g  a new course o f study a s fo llo w s:
With the view o f keeping in  l in e  with the trend o f  cu rr icu la  
adjustments in  other p rogressive  s ta te s  o f the Union, and o f pro­
v id in g  a more e la s t ic  and p r a c tic a l program o f  s tu d ie s  fo r  those  
p u p ils  not going to  c o lle g e , and, a t  the same tim e, m aintaining  
the more tr a d it io n a l  and formal fea tu re s  o f  the present orogram 
for  th e  b e n e f it  o f those who are going to  c o l le g e , the High School 
D iv ision  o f  the S ta te  Department o f  Education r e sp e c t fu lly  pro­
poses and recommends cer ta in  changes in  the p resen tly  authorised  
h igh -sch oo l curriculum and orogram o f s t i d l e s ,  some o f  sa id  changes 
being a d d itio n s , others e lisd n a b io n s, and S t i l l  others a change o f  
placement of a few su b jects in  the course.
The reason s fo r  changes desired  with r esp ec t to  in d iv id u a l su b jects  
w i l l  be brought out in  la te r  chapters s in ce  the reasons d if fe r  fo r  each 
su b jec t. The s t a t e  h igh -sch ool supervisor w ished, in  a d d ition , by a 
new course o f study to  give parish sch o o l boards and p u p ils mere leeway 
in  th e  o ffe r in g  and s e le c t io n  of su b je c ts . In t h is  regard Trudeau sta ted :
P arish  boards p referrin g  to  continue to  use more of th e  tr a d i­
t io n a l  courses or, on the other hand, preferring to  use some or a l l  
o f  the rev ised  courses proposed are a t p er fec t l ib e r ty  to  do so .
The formal or tr a d it io n a l courses w i l l  continue to  be o ffered . . . .
to  now, th e  r e sp o n s ib ility  for  preparing h igh -sch oo l p u p ils  
for c o lle g e  entrance has u n fa ilin g ly  rested  upon th e  shoulders o f  
the s t a t e  a u th o r it ie s ,  and, in  order to  a llo w  none to  escap e, the  
s ta te  has compelled a l l  p u p ils , through i t s  course of stu d y , to  
pursue co llege-p rep aratory  cou rses . This worked exceed in g ly  w ell 
for  th e  f i f t y  percent o f h igh -sch ool graduates who went to  co lleg e  
but not so w e l l  for  th e  other f i f t y  percent whose sc h o la s t ic  tr a in ­
in g  ended upon rece iv in g  th e ir  h igh -sch oo l diploom s. The present 
p lan , th ere fo re , contem plates th a t p u p ils  and p aren ts, and lo c a l  
school a u th o r it ie s  s h a ll  J o in tly  assume the r e s p o n s ib il i ty  o f d e ter ­
mining whether or not p ig )lls  are going t o  c o lle g e . . . . and to  
p rescr ib e  or su ggest courses each p u p il s h a ll  pursue. . . . Hence 
the f l e x i b i l i t y ,  or e la s t i c i t y ,  or l ib e r a l is a t io n  of th e  proposed 
c u r r ic u la .”
^^ ) f f i c i a l  Proceedings o f  the 5 ta te  Board o f  Education of L ouisiana. 
August 24 . 1932. B u lle tin  Number 235 o f the S ta te  Department o f  Education 
o fL o u is ia n a  (Baton Rouge: Ramires-Jones P rin tin g  Conpany, 1932), no. 6 -7 .
^ Ib id . . pp. 7-B.
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Superintendent H arris was aop eren tly  convinced by Trudeau's rea­
son ing th a t changes were in  order. Appearing b efore  the S ta te  Board o f  
Education on August 2 4 , 1932, Superintendent Harris s ta te d  th a t in  h is  
opin ion  and th at o f  th e  h igh -sch oo l d iv is io n  o f  th e  S ta ts  Department o f  
Education, th e  h igh -sch oo l course should bo l ib e r a l is e d ,  and th a t the 
course o f  study o f  1929 contained to o  many required su b je c ts . He s ta te d  
th a t i t  would be the part o f  wisdom to  reduce th e  number o f  required  
su b jec ts  and t o  in crease  th e  number o f e le c t iv e s ,  with the sch oo ls mak­
in g  the s e le c t io n s  rather than lea v in g  them to  the c h ild re n . He explained  
th a t on ly  about th ir ty  or fo r ty  percent o f th e  h ig h -sch o o l graduates 
attended c o lle g e  and th a t those who knew they would not a tten d  c o lle g e  
should be given the opportunity to  take courses th at would prove most 
b e n e f i c i a l .^
Changes made by the course o f  study o f  1913. Trudeau expla ined  th at  
the q u estio n  o f curriculum  r e v is io n  was not a lo c a l  one, but one th a t  
a ffe c te d  a l l  o f  th e  s ta te s  o f the Union, th at the a u th o r it ie s  in  a l l  
s t a t e s  r e a l is e d  th at changes in  s o c ia l  and economic con d ition s warranted 
th e  making o f  c e r ta in  changes in  th e  sch o o ls  to  meet th e se  c o n d itio n s .
The s ta te  h ig h -sch o o l supervisor l i s t e d  the changes to  be made by the  
proposed course o f  study as fo llo w s: (1 ) Three u n its  in  E nglish  in stead
of four were required o f a l l ;  (2 ) In mathematics, th e  prescribed  sub­
j e c t s  o f  ar ith m etic  and plane geometry were no longer mandatory, thus 
lea v in g  the com pletion o f  one year o f algebra as th e  requirement o f a l l  
for  graduation; (3 ) In sc ie n c e , n e ith er  chem istry nor p h ysics  was req u ir ­
ed as had been the c a se . One u n it o f  general sc ien ce  or one u n it o f
^ I b id . .  p . 6 .
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b io lo g y  m s  the new minimum requirem ent In sc ie n c e }  (4 ) Two u n its  in  
the s o c ia l  s tu d ie s  remained th e  requirem ent; however, in  p la ce  o f  gen­
e r a l  h is to r y , a stu d en t could s e le c t  any u n it in  th e  s o c ia l  s tu d ies  from 
th e  program o f s tu d ie s ;  (5 ) In th e  course o f study o f 1929 two u n its  in  
a fo re ig n  language or in  a v o c a tio n a l su b ject were required  fo r  gradu­
a tio n  . These su b je c ts  were made e le c t iv e  under the course o f  study o f  
1933} (6 )  Form erly, every stu dent was r e s tr ic te d  t o  fou r  u n its  in  a 
g iven  f i e l d .  More than four u n its  could be earned towards graduation  
In some su b jec t f i e l d s  under th e  proposed course o f study; and (7 ) Ad­
d ition a l cou rses in  ex p ress io n , dram atics and public  sneaking, m usic, 
in d u s tr ia l  a r t s ,  and eomeerce were o ffered  for  th e  f i r s t  t im e ,^
The course o f  study o f  1933 adopted and prom ulgated. Dr. Glenn J . 
Smith o f th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education s ta te d  th a t he could not agree w ith  
the Dropoeal to  a llow  h igh -ech oo l p u p ils  t o  be graduated w ith l e s s  than
four years o f  EhgLish and th a t he was s tr o n g ly  o f  the opin ion  th a t a
p u p il should not be allow ed to  graduate w ith  few er required  hours in  
mathematics than two and o n e -h a lf . A fter d is c u ss io n , the Board voted  
t o  accep t th e  proposed course o f  study w ith the p rov ision  th a t four years  
o f  E nglish  should be req u ired .
Trudeau dissem inated th e  new course o f  study in  mimeographed form
to  th e  h ig h -sch o o l ad ad n istra tors and teach srs to  guide th e ir  work dur­
in g  the 1932-1933 se s s io n . He in d ica ted  th a t  the new course of study was 
a oom posite rep resen ta tion  of the c la s s i f i e d  and coordinated view s and o -  
p in io n s o f  L ouisiana p arish  su p erin ten d en ts, h ig h -sch o o l p r in c ip a ls ,  h lgh -
^ I b i d . .  op . 8 -1 0 . 
55I b id . .  p . 21 .
77
sch o o l te a c h e r s , members o f  the h ig h -sch o o l d iv is io n  o f  the S ta te  De­
partment o f Education, and a w e ll- s e le c te d  group o f  n a t io n a lly  known 
stu d en ts o f  secondary ed u cation .**
In prom ulgating th e  course o f  study o f  1933* Trudeau acknowledged 
th e  help  rendered by sig>erintendents, p r in c ip a ls , and te a c h e r s , and by 
John S . Coxa fo r  h is  e f fo r t s  in  o rg a n isin g , o u t l in in g , and w r itin g  the  
e n t ir e  course o f mtudy.*7
V. DEVELOPMENT OF THE COURSE OF STUDY DURING THE TERM OF OFFICE OF 
HIGH-SCHOOL StF ERVI3QR JOHN E. COXE, 1935-1939
John E. Coxe rep laced  Charles F . Trudeau as the head o f  th e  h igh -  
sch oo l d iv is io n  in  September, 1935* In making the announcement th at  
Trudeau had severed h is  connection  w ith  th e  S ta te  Department of Education, 
Superintendent H arris s ta te d  th a t nothing had happened to  him profea -  
aksnally during th e  previou s twenty years which caused him more concern  
and r e g r e t ,* *
As a s s is ta n t  h igh -ech oo l su p e r v iso r , Coxe had acquired con sid erab le  
experien ce in  curriculian making. At the tim e Corns assumed h is  d u tie s  as 
s t a t e  h ig h -sch o o l su p erv iso r , curriculum  study was in  vogue in  various  
p a rts  o f  the n a tio n . In a c ir c u la r  l e t t e r  to  h ig h -sch o o l p r in c ip a ls  and 
tea ch ers  in  September, 1936, Coxe poin ted  out th a t for  se v er a l years th e  
S ta te  Department o f  Education had r e a l is e d  th e  need fo r  a thoroughgoing, 
s ta te -w id e  study o f  the curriculum  and th a t the S ta te  Department o f  Edu­
**Clrcular L etter  Nuaber 101 dated August 29 , 1932 o f  the S ta te  De­
partment o f  Education o f L ou isian a .
*^Courses o f  Study fo r  Louisiana High S ch o o ls . B u lle t in  Number 259 
o f  th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education o f  Louisiana (New O rleans: Thomas
J .  Moran's Sons, 1933)* p . 5 .
*®Circular L etter  Number 512 dated September 3 , 1935 o f th e  S ta te  
Department o f Education o f L ou isian a .
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c a tio n  would g ive  sp e c ia l  co n sid era tio n  t o  t h i s  important fu n c tio n . He 
urged a l l  o f  th e  h ig h -sch o o l p r in c ip a ls  and tea ch ers  o f  the s t a t e  to  
jo in  in  a coop erative  stu d y  of cu rr icu la r  problem s. ^
The Louisiana Program fo r  Curriculxaa Development and the Improvement o f
IntVrwfclgp
The need fo r  curriculum  study and r e v is io n  was given by Superinten­
dent H arris as fo llo w s:
The curriculum  should keep pace w ith  th e  s p i r i t  o f  th e  tim es . 
New co n d itio n s and problems make new demands upon the sc h o o ls .
The teach ers and sch o o l o f f i c i a l s  accept th e  ch a llen g es to  edu­
ca tio n  im plied in  th e  new c o n d itio n s . The curriculum  must mates 
p ro v is io n  fo r  c h ild  experien ces th a t w i l l  a s s i s t  the c h ild  to  
make t h e  e s s e n t ia l  adjustm ents.
Through a new understanding o f  th e  fu n ction s o f  the sc h o o l, 
the aim s o f education  should be re in terp reted  in  term s o f  the  
problems o f the t im e s . Education in  a democratic s ta te  must 
always be a coop erative  e n te r p r ise . R igid and in f le x ib le  cour­
s e s  o f stu d y  handed down are not in  keeping w ith  the id e a ls  o f  
ed u cation .
During the sp r in g  o f 1936, a conference composed o f the s t a f f  o f  
th e  Teachers' C ollege o f  Louisiana S ta te  U n iversity  and members o f  the  
S ta te  Department o f Education was held  to  d iscu ss  plans for a state^w ide  
study o f  th e  curriculum . Dean C. A. Ives o f  Teachers' C ollege proposed 
th a t th e  U n iv ersity  o f fe r  a course in  curriculum  study t o  form ulate a 
plan  o f organ isa tion  and to  prepare in s tr u c t io n s  to  guide the stu dy . 
About f i f t y  persons rep resen tin g  the variou s l e v e ls  o f sch oo l organ i-
^^Circular L etter  Number 697 dated September 16, 1936 o f the S ta te  
Department o f  Education o f L ou isiana.
^ L o u is ia n a  Program o f  Currlculmn Development. B u lle t in  Nvmber 324 
o f  th e  S ta te  Department o f Education o f Louisiana (New O rleans: Thomas
J , Moran's Sons, 1936), p . 5.
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sa tio n  en ro lled  in  th e  course o f  Education 270 (Curriculum S tu d ies)  
which was offered  during th e  Louisiana S tate  U n iversity  Sumner School 
o f  1936. Dr. E. B. Robert, p ro fessor  o f education at Louisiana S ta te  
U niversity , and A. M. Hopper, s ta te  supervisor o f elem entary schools con­
ducted the cou rse . The b a s is  fo r  a sta te -w id e  cooperative study of the  
curriculum  was formulated a t t h i s  tim e. Procedures to  be follow ed dur­
in g  the course o f  the study were prepared. The s ta te  was organized in to  
school u n its , parish u n it s ,  d i s t r i c t  u n its , and a s ta te  un it in  order to  
give  as many people as p o ss ib le  a chance to  p a r tic ip a te  in  th e  curriculum
The Louisiana program for the improvement of in s tr u c tio n  continued  
fo r  three y ea rs . F ive c o m lt te e s  were appointed to  produce coir sea o f  
study for the teachers o f Louisiana to  r e f le c t  the su ggestion s and fin d ­
in gs which r e su lte d  from the curriculum  stu d y . The coendttees were de­
signated  for  the f i e ld s  o f s o c ia l  s tu d ie s , language a r t s ,  science-m athem atics, 
c re a tiv e  a r ts  and recrea tio n , and p r a c tic a l a r t s .  A member o f  the S tate  
Department o f  Education was named ae chairman o f each com aittee and from 
tw elve to  f i f t e e n  members composed o f  tea c h e rs , p r in c ip a ls , su p erv isors, 
superin tendents, c o lle g e  tea ch ers , and members of the S ta te  Department 
o f Education were se le c te d  for each com aittee .
A laboratory group o f about f i f t y  members worked during th e  summer 
o f  1939 under the d ir e c t io n  o f Drs* E. B. Robert and Joe Farrar o f L ou isi­
ana S ta te  U n iversity , and Dr. C. L. Barrow and A. M. Hopper o f  the
Numbe. ^ „  —  ------  ------- ,     t (New Orleans;
Thomas J . Moran’s Sons, 1939)» PP* 3 -4 .
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Louisiana S ta ts  Department o f Education to  prepare in s tr u c t io n s  to  
guide the com nittees in  th e  preparation  of courses o f s t u d y . D u r i n g  
the next few y e a r s , courses o f  study in  d if fe r e n t  su b jec ts  were promul­
gated by the S ta te  Department o f  Education to  guide and t o  a s s i s t  
classroom  tea ch ers w ith in s tr u c t io n . While th e  s ta te -w id e  program fo r  
curriculum  development and improvement o f in s tr u c t io n  r e su lte d  in  th e  
preparation  o f courses o f  study in  var iou s su b je c ts  to  a s s i s t  teach ers  
in  in s tr u c t io n , i t  did not cause any changes to  be made in  th e  cu rricu ­
lum with regard to  the a d d itio n  or abandonment o f s u b je c ts , or changes 
in  graduation requirem ents.
Course o f  Study o f 1937
At th e  m eeting o f  the S ta te  Board o f Education on December 19 , 1936, 
Superintendent H arris presented a l e t t e r  from Coxe o f  June 20, 193^ in  
which th e  h ig h -sch o o l su perv isor  poin ted  out the need fo r  changes to  the  
course o f stu d y . He s ta te d  th a t th e  requirem ents governing the gradu­
a tio n  o f students from high sch oo l were considered undesirably r e s t r ic t iv e  
by a nusber of high sch oo ls in  the s ta t e  and th a t th e  members o f  th e  h ig h -  
sch oo l d iv is io n  took the p o s it io n  th a t th e  standards should be so  l ib e r a l  
and f l e x ib le  as to  enable every approved high sch o o l in  th e  s ta te  to  ob­
serve  the requirem ents, and, a t th e  same tim e, to  e x o r c ise  the n ecessary  
freedom in  cu rr icu la r  o f fe r in g s . The fo llo w in g  proposed changes were 
recosnwnded: ( l )  to  reduce the u n its  in  E nglish  required for graduation
from four to  th ree ; (2 ) to  o f fe r  for graduation any two u n its  in  the  
s o c ia l  s tu d ie s  s e le c te d  from the program o f  s t u d ie s ,  thereby e lim in a tin g  
th e  lon g-stan d in g  requirement th at American h is to r y  be stu d ied  by a l l ;
(3) to  req u ire  fo r  graduation one u n it in  mathematics se le c te d  from a r ith -
63Ibld. .  p. A.
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m etic , general mathem atics, or a lgeb ra , thereby abandoning the req u ire ­
ment in  a lgeb ra  which had e x is te d  s in ce  1906; (4 ) to  require one u n it  
of sc ie n c e  s e le c t e d  from the program o f  s tu d ie s .  The course o f  study  
o f 1933 required  e ith e r  gen era l sc ie n c e  or b io lo g y ; (5 ) t o  require a 
u n it in  h ea lth  and p h y sic a l education o f a l l  candidates fo r  graduation .
In a d d itio n . Journalism , Speech I I ,  Speech I I I ,  v o c a tio n s , so c io lo g y ,
German I I I ,  German 17, I ta l ia n  I ,  I ta l ia n  I I ,  I ta l ia n  I I I ,  I ta l ia n  IV, 
general m athematics, machine shop, and sh eet m etal works were to  be added 
t o  the su b je c ts  which might be o ffered  by high sch oo ls in  th e  s t a t e . ^
On motion of E. A. Conway, seconded by A. J . G elp i, the recom­
mendations o f  Coxe and the or op os ed changes in  requirem ents for  gradu­
a tio n  from sta te -aooroved  high sch o o ls  were unanimously ap p roved .^
On Issu in g  the course o f study cf 1937 t o  the h igh  sc h o o ls , Coxe 
acknowledged the h e lp fu l su ggestion s made by sch oo l o f f i c i a l s  and teach ­
e r  s o f the s ta t e  regarding standards governing the state-aoproved  
high sc h o o ls , and the a s s is ta n c e  o f  John B. Robson, Lois F, S h ortess ,
S . T. Burns, and J ess  W. Hair o f  th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education.
The course o f 1937 included th e  same f iv e  cu rr icu la  which had been 
o ffered  in  th e  previous oourse o f  stu d y . Graduation requirem ents were 
lower in  t h i s  course o f  study than in  any preceding or subsequent course 
o f study* Only seven u n its  in  academic su b jects  were required  fo r  gradu­
a t io n .
^*P roceedings o f  the S ta te  Board o f Education o f L ouisiana o f  December 
19. 1936. B u lle t in  Number 338 o f th e  S ta te  Department of Education o f  
L ouisiana (New O rleans: Thomas J . Moran*s Sons, 1937 ), PP. 3 -1 5 .
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C. L. Barrow Heads H igh-School D iv is io n
Dr. C. L. Barrow r e lie v e d  Coxe as h igh -ach oo l su perv isor  during  
July o f  1939* Although no s ig n if ic a n t  changes t o  the curriculum  were 
made during the short p er iod  th a t he served  as h igh -sch oo l su p erv iso r , 
Dr. Barrow encouraged in t e l l i g e n t ,  w ell-p lan n ed , and p u rp osefu l c u r r i­
cu lar  experim entation  In a few  s e le c te d  s c h o o ls . The h igh -sch oo l 
d iv is io n  o ffer ed  t o  grant perm ission  for  some departure from th e  e s ­
ta b lish e d  curriculum  provided d e f in it e  p lans were presented in  advance 
fo r  approval. In each case  i t  was understood th a t the experiment would 
be su pervised  by the p r in c ip a l and p arish  o f f i c i a l s . ^
VI. THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE COURSE OF STUDY DURING THE TERM OF 
OFFICE OF R. R. EWERZ, HEAD OF THE DIVISION OF 
INSTRUCTION AND SUPERVISION, 1940-1948
On May 14, 1940, the date on which John E. Coxe rep laced  Harris as 
S ta te  Superintendent o f Education, th e  h igh -sch oo l d iv is io n  was in co r­
porated in to  a newly formed d iv is io n  o f  in s tr u c t io n  and su p erv ision  
headed by R. R. E w e rs .^  Superintendent Cooce, in  h is  f i r s t  annual r e ­
p o r t , gave an in d ic a t io n  o f probable fu tu re cu rr icu la r  trends by the  
fo llo w in g  remarks:
^ A nnual Rjport JiX ^he S ta te  Superintendent o f P u b lic  Education 
fo r  th e  S ess io n  1938-1939. B u lle t in  Number 432 o f th e  S ta te  Department 
o f  Education o f  L ou isiana. (Baton Rouge: S ta te  Department o f  Education
o f  L ou isian a , 1 9 40 ), p . 14.
^ Annual Report o f the S tate  Super!ntendent o f P u b llc  Education. 
B u lle t in  Number 448 o f the S ta te  Department o f  Education o f  L ou isiana. 
(Baton Rouge: S ta te  Department o f Education o f L ou isiana, 1941), c .  11.
•3
We are nom p lanning a long-range program o f education  haring  
for  i t a  purpose th e  tr a in in g  o f  youth o f the s ta te  fo r  su c c e s s fu l  
and happy liv in g *  The ed u ca tio n a l s t a f f  in  the S ta te  Department 
o f  Education has p la n s a lready nade or now in  p rocess o f  form ula­
t io n  coverin g  courses o f  study, m a ter ia ls  o f  in s tr u c t io n , p h y s ic a l  
p la n ts ,  sch o o l l ib r a r ie s ,  uniform accou n tin g , v o c a tio n a l tr a in in g  
and guidance, programs fo r  h e a lth , p h y s ic a l ed u ca tion , and s a fe ty ,  
improved methods o f  tea ch in g  and study and a p p rec ia tio n  o f  the  
b a sic  elem ents th a t c o n s t itu te  our democracy and th e  American way 
o f l i f e .
These a c t i v i t i e s  are being  planned in  l in e  with our co n v ic tio n  
th a t p u b lic  education  should be extended to  a l l  areas in  L ouisiana; 
th a t ev ery  sch oo l should  be a dem ocratic in s t i t u t io n ,  g iv in g  prac­
t i c a l  tr a in in g  and experien ce in  dem ocratic p ro cesses; th a t we must 
provide in  our sc h o o ls  an opportunity fo r  the in d iv id u a l t o  meet and 
so lv e  th e  kind o f l i f e  problems w ith  which he w i l l  be confronted in  
la t e r  l i f e ;  th a t p u p ils  must not on ly  gain  inform ation and acquire  
d e s ir a b le  h a b its , a b i l i t i e s ,  and s k i l l s ,  but th a t th ey  develop a t ­
t i tu d e s  and id e a ls  th a t w i l l  enable them t o  beoome h on est, s e l f -  
r e l ia n t ,  r e so u r c e fu l, and to le r a n t  c i t i z e n s ;  th a t the sc h o o ls  must 
supplement the tr a in in g  o f the home in  teach in g  what i s  r ig h t  and 
what i s  wrong; and th a t stu d en ts  must be taught to  do r e f l e c t iv e  
th in k in g  in  order th a t they may p o ssess  th e  a b i l i t y  t o  a n a ly se ,  
s itu a t io n s  and to  a rr iv e  a t judgments in  a d e lib e r a te  fa sh io n .
C urricular Developments from 1940 to  1947
The next course o f  study was not promulgated u n t i l  1947. During 
the decade 1937 to  1947 sev er a l developments a f f e c t in g  the h ig h -sch o o l 
curriculxm  occurred .
Curriculum changes made in  1942. One o f th e  fu n ction s o f the d i ­
v is io n  o f  in s tr u c t io n  and su p erv ision  was to  prepare courses o f  study.
In a l e t t e r  to  Superintendent Coxe dated A p ril 24 , 1942, Ewers poin ted  
out th a t c e r ta in  changes in  the h ig h -sch o o l curriculum  and requirem ents 
fo r  graduation from high sch oo ls had been reconmended by grouns o f  p arish  
superin tend en ts and h ig h -sch o o l p r in c ip a ls ;  and recommended th a t the  
S ta te  Superintendent o f Education, should he approve them, submit them 
to  th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education fo r  adoption . The reconmended changes 
were: ( l )  th a t not more than two u n its  o f  music earned by p r iv a te  in -
6® Ifeido  PP. 14 -15 .
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s tr u c t io n  be allow ed fo r  graduation; (2 ) th a t th ree  and o n e -h a lf  u n its  
o f c r e d it  o f  E nglish  be required  fo r  graduation; (3 ) th a t American h is ­
tory  again be required  o f  a l l  stu d en ts fo r  graduation; (4 ) th a t two 
u n its  o f  mathematics in stea d  o f one be required fo r  graduation; (5 ) th at  
p a r t ic ip a tio n  in  ROTC be allow ed in  p lace  o f  p h y sica l education; and (6)
th a t the t o t a l  c r e d it s  fo r  graduation be in creased  from s ix te e n  to  
69seven teen .
Superintendent Coxe endorsed and recommended that the S ta te  Board 
o f Education approve the recommendations o f  Ewers. Inasmuch as the  
suggested  changes had th e  approval o f secondary sch oo l fo rc es  and o f  
committees rep resen tin g  the c o lle g e s  o f  the s ta te  as determined by
sta te -w id e  d iscu ss io n  o f the sev er a l p rop osa ls , Superintendent Coxe
7 0urged th e ir  ad op tion .
Dr, Rufus C. H arris moved th a t the English requirem ents be in ­
creased  to  fou r  u n its  and mathematics requirem ents be increased  t o  three  
u n it s .  Eleanors H. Meade seconded the m otion. The S tate  Board approved 
th e  m otion. Ewersf s recommendations as amended were unanimously adopted 
by th e  S ta te  Board.
Superintendent Coxe s tr e sse d  th a t th e  demands for h igher req u ire­
ments for  graduation were made by c o lle g e  a u th o r it ie s ,  bu sin ess and 
in d u s tr ia l  concerns, c iv ic  o rg a n isa tio n s , h ig h -sch o o l p r in c ip a ls , and 
m ilita r y  a u th o r it ie s .
Curriculun changes and th e  war e f f o r t . During th e  s e s s io n  1942- 
1943, se v e r a l cu rricu lar  changes were in s t i tu te d  in  response to  a n a tio n a l  
appeal to  the sch o o ls  to  a s s i s t  in  th e  war e f f o r t .  The Conference on
P r o c e e d in g s  o£ tfee S ta te  Board o f Education o f  A p ril 2 7 . 1942. 
B u lle t in  Number 462 o f  th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education o f  Louisiana  
(Baton Rouge: S ta te  Department o f  Education o f L ouisiana, 1942), pp. 4 -6 .
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E d uca tion  and th e  War, h e ld  in  W ashington, D. C ., August 23-31 , 1942,
marked th e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f th e  High School V ic to ry  C orps, One o f  th e  aims
o f  th e  c o rp s  was t o  p ro v id e  a c c e le ra te d  and s o e c ia l  t r a i n in g  o f youth
f o r  th e  war s e rv ic e  th e y  would be ex p ec ted  to  perfo rm  a f t e r  le a v in g  
71sc h o o l. New c o u rses  were o rg an ized  in  p r e - f l i g h t  a e ro n a u t ic s ,  math­
e m a tic s , p re - in d u c tio n  t r a i n i n g ,  r a d io ,  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  m achines, shop 
work, au tom otive  m echanics and f i r s t  a i d , 7^
Curriculum changes made in  1944. The h igher graduation req u ire ­
ments s e t  in  1942 were in  e f f e c t  only two y e a r s . The S ta te  Board o f  
Education at i t s  m eeting o f  June 26 , 1944 ,adopted a r e so lu t io n  th at  
beginning w ith  the 1944-1945 se ss io n  the fo llo w in g  requirem ents for  grad­
uation  would be e f f e c t iv e :  (1 ) English-—three u n its ;  (2 ) m ath em atics-
one and on e-h a lf u n its ;  (3 ) sc ie n c e —one u n it;  (4 )  s o c ia l  s tu d ie s —two 
u n its  (American h is to r y  and c iv i c s ) ;  and (5) p h y sica l education , h ea lth  
and s a fe ty —one u n it .  These p rescribed  u n its  have continued to  be th e  
graduation requirem ents to  th e  oresen t tim e.
The tw elve-grade program inaugurated during 1944-1945 sch oo l s e s s io n . 
The new graduation requirem ents mentioned above were a Dart o f the plan fo r
inaugurating the tw elve-grade orogram in  the o u b lic  sch oo l system o f  L ouis-  
73ia n a . The plan was based on two r eo c r ts  o f a sp e c ia l state^w ide committee
^ N in e ty -fo u r th  Annual Report o f the Superintendent o f  Education for
yj2. S ess io n  1942-1943. B u lle t in  Number 518 o f th e  S ta te  Department o f
Education o f  Louisiana (Baton Rouge: S ta te  Department o f Education of
L ou isian a , 1944), p p . 3 3 -4 .
72Ib ld . .  p . 34.
73O f f ic ia l  Proceedings o£ the S ta te  Board o f Education o f  June 26 .
1944. B u lle t in  Number 533 o f the S ta te  Department o f Education o f  Louisiana  
(Baton Rouge: S ta te  Department o f Education, 1944), PP. 7-13*
o f  outstanding sch oo l people appointed to  study and make recommendations 
w ith regard to  the problem o f conversion  to  a tw e lve—grade program. The 
plan c a lle d  fo r  th e  t r a n s it io n  to  be made grad u ally  over a fou r-year  
period  beginning w ith  th e  1944-1945 sch o o l s e s s io n . A new e ig h th  grade 
was in s t a l le d  in  th e  sch oo l system . Students who had completed th e  se v ­
en th  grade during th e  1943-1944 sch oo l year were not required  t o  e n r o ll  
in  th e  new eigh th  grade. Those below the seventh  grade were to  con p le te  
th e  e n t ir e  tw elve yea rs; th ese  above the seventh  grade during th e  1943- 
1944 sch oo l se ss io n  were to  com plete e lev en  years o f  sch oo l work. Super­
in tend en t Coxe f e l t  th a t the a d d itio n  o f  one f u l l  year to  the p u b lic  
sch oo l program o f  Louisiana would provide more tim e for  p u p ils  t o  a s­
s im ila te  the curriculum  already e s ta b lish e d , thereby stren gthen ing  fun­
damental lea rn in g s; th at the program would provide a d d itio n a l o p p o rtu n ities  
for th °  development o f  v o ca tio n a l a p titu d es and in t e r e s t s  of o u n ils ;  and 
th a t i t  would o f fe r  p u p ils  an enriched sch oo l experience which would be 
r e f le c te d  in  develop ing th e  ch aracters and p e r s o n a lit ie s  o f th o se  who 
would la t e r  assume th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  o f adu lt c l t i s e n s h lp .  The S ta te  
Superintendent o f Education acknowledged th e  co n tr ib u tio n s o f  la y  groups 
and o f  sch oo l o f f i c i a l s  in  the development of the tw elve-year sch oo l s y s ­
t e m.  In a d d itio n  to  the aforem entioned changes in  graduation requirem ents, 
th e  fo llo w in g  cu rr icu la r  changes were brought about in  th e  change from the  
e leven -year  to  the tw elve-year sch oo l system: (1 ) Courses in  general b u s i­
n ess  v o c a tio n s , and Louisiana c iv ic s  were tran sferred  from the h igh -sch oo l  
program to  th e  e lem entary-school program; (2 ) The nmthematics taught in  
the e igh th  grade of th e  e leven -year program was taught in  th e  new eigh th  
grade under the tw e lve-year  program. The mathematics taught in  th e  n inth  
grade under the e leven -year  program was taught in  th e  f i r s t  year o f  high  
sch oo l under the tw elve-year  program; (3 ) General sc ien ce  was taugh t in
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th e  f i r s t  year o f  high sch oo l under the tw elve-year program; and (4 )  
Maximum c r e d it  in  h igh -sch oo l E nglish was ra ised  from f iv e  t o  s ix  u n i t s .^  
The Course o f  Study o f  1947
In the spring o f 1947, the d iv is io n  o f elem sntary and secondary edu­
ca tio n  conducted a s e r ie s  o f fourteen m eetings with elem sntary and h igh -  
school p r in c ip a ls  throughout the s ta t e  for  the purpose o f  studying th e  
in s tr u c tio n  b ein g  o ffered  in  grades seven through tw elve and eva lu atin g  
the progress of th e  tw elve-grade program. From th ese  conferences came 
su ggestion s for cu rr icu la r  changes which were adopted and incorporated  
in  th e  course o f  study o f  1 9 4 7 .^
In th e  in trodu ction  to  th e  course of study o f  1947 Ewers sta ted  
th a t on ly  a few r e v is io n s  to  the e o ir se  o f study o f 1937 were necessary , 
and th a t other changes r e la t in g  t o  the inauguration of th e  tw elve—year 
program were made. He acknowledged the e f fo r t s  o f a l l  members o f  the  
s t a f f  o f the S ta te  Department of Education for  the preparation o f the  
co tr se  o f  study o f  1947. The work o f L. M. H arrison, teacher o f sc ien ce  
a t th e  Laboratory School, Louisiana S tate  U n iversity , was a lso  recognised .
Changes _made by the course o f  study o f 1947. The same f iv e  cu rricu la  
continued in  e f f e c t  except th at the t i t l e  o f  the commercial curriculum was 
changed to  the bu sin ess education curriculum , and the t i t l e  o f  the ind us-  
t r ia l - a r t s  curriculum became the in d u s tr ia l-a r ts  and voca tion a l ln d u s tr ia l-  
education curriculum . The only changes in  graduation requirements were
^N in ety-eigh th  Annual Report for the Sessloq  1946-1947. B u lle t in  
Number 646 o f  th e  S tate Department of Education o f  Louisiana (Baton Rouge: 
S ta te  Department of Education o f Louisiana, 1947), pp. 39-40*
76Louisiana High-School Standards. O rganisation and A dm inistration. 
B u lle t in  Number 633 o f  the S ta te  Department of Education o f Louisiana  
(Baton Rouge: S ta te  Department of Education o f L ouisiana, 1947), p . 10,
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th ose  made in  1944 and mentioned above. A lso, new su b jects  were added 
to  the program o f s tu d ie s .  These were sen ior  a r ith m etic , p r e f l ig h t  
aeron au tics , general metal works, home mechanics, o f f ic e  occupations, 
d is tr ib u t iv e  education, d r iver  education , and h ea lth  and e a fe ty  education. 
A dditional courses were added in  home economics, business education , a r t ,  
trade and in d u s tr ia l education .
V II. DEVELOPMENT OF THE COURSE OF STUDY SINCE 1948
When S . M. Jackson succeeded Caxe as S ta te  Superintendent o f  Edu­
ca tio n  in  1948, the S tate  Department o f Education was organised in to  four  
d iv is io n s .  The o f f ic e  o f  h igh -sch ool supervisor was restored  and was 
replaced in  the d iv is io n  of elementary and secondary ed ucation , J . E. 
W illiam s and R. E. May each served as supervisor of high schools fo r  a 
short p er io d . Raphiel Teagle has served in  th is  capacity s in ce  1950.
A r e v is io n  to  the course o f study o f 1947, promulgated in  1952, made 
but few chances. Graduation requirem ents remained unchanged. The in ­
d u s tr ia l  a r ts  and v o ca tio n a l in d u str ia l-ed u ca tio n  curriculum was made 
In to  two separate cu rr icu la —an in d u s tr ia l-a r ts  curriculum and a cooper­
a t iv e  part-tim e tra in in g  curriculum .
CHAPTER I I I
DEVELOPMENT OF THE ACADEMIC SUBJECTS FOR THE STATE-APPROVED 
WHITE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF LOUISIANA 1906-1956
The fo llo w in g  su b ject groups are considered in  th e  academic group: 
E n g lish , s o c ia l  s tu d ie s ,  a a th e su t ic s , s c ie n c e , and fo re ig n  languages.
The development o f  each o f  the academic su b ject groups w i l l  be presented  
by co n tra stin g  each course o f study w ith the one im ned iately  preceding  
i t  to  determ ine when new su b jects  entered  or e x is t in g  su b jects  were 
dropped from the curriculum . The fin d in g s arrived  at as a r e s u lt  of a 
study o f  th e  in s tr u c t io n s  accompanying each curriculum , the c ir cu la r  
l e t t e r s  o f the S ta te  Department o f Education, the annual rep o rts  o f the  
S ta te  Department of Education, the proceedings of the S ta te  Board of  
Education,and p e r io d ic a l l i t e r a tu r e  w i l l  be sumnarised t o  show d e f in ite  
and p o ss ib le  in flu e n c es  upon t h is  phase o f  the development o f the h igh -  
sch oo l curricu lum . Changes in  graduation requirem ents w i l l  be d iscu ssed  
in  a s im ila r  manner fo r  each o f th e  academic su b jec t groups. The extent  
to  which th e  variou s su b jec ts  were o ffered  by high sch oo ls a t in te r v a ls  
between 1906 and 1956 w i l l  be shown through s t a t i s t i c s  derived from r e c ­
ords o f th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education.
I .  DEVELOPMENT OF ENGLISH AND RELATED SUBJECTS
The E volution  o f  th e  Program o f S tu d ies in  E nglish
Four years o f b asic  E n g lish . The variou s English  and r e la te d  sub­
j e c t s  and th e  year in  which each was added to  th e  h ig h -sch o o l course of 
study are presented in  Table I .  The English  covrses o ffered  in  the course  
o f  study o f  1905 provided weekly during each of the th ree  years fo r  two
tt9
TABLE I
CHANGES IN CURRICULAR OFFERINGS IN ENGLISH AND RELATED SUBJECTS FOR 
ST AT E-APPROVED WHITE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF LOUISIANA 1906-1956*
Course Year Added
E nglish  I 1906
E nglish  II 1906
E nglish  I I I 1906
E nglish  IV 1909
Space h I 1933
CoasMrcial E nglish 1933
J o u rn a lise 1937
Spssch I I 1937
Speech I I I 1937
♦Source: Courses o f  study lssu sd  by the S ta ts  Dsoartnant o f Edu­
c a tio n  o f  Louisiana
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periods o f E nglish (grsmnsr and com position) and th ree  periods of l i t ­
era tu re . This was p r e c is e ly  th e  recommendation of the report o f the  
C onaittee o f Ten.*
English  courses wers increased to  four in  m nber in  1909. In a 
way, t h i s  was not an ad d ition  o f an ftaglish  cou rse . Einglish was o ffered  
in  grades e ig h t through e le v en  in  the course o f  study o f  1905) however, 
the eigh th  grade was not considered as part o f the high sc h o o l. The 
eigh th  grade was included as a part of the high school in  the course o f  
study o f 1909, hence, in creasin g  the E nglish  c o ir s e s  to  four in  number.
I t  was recommended in  the report o f  the Committee on C ollege Entrance 
Requirements of 1899 th at four periods per week fo r  four years be a l­
lo t te d  to  the work in  E nglish and th at a t  le a s t  on e-h a lf o f  t h i s  time
2
be devoted to  the study o f  l i t e r a tu r e .  In th e  course o f  study o f  1909 
p rov ision  was made for  f iv e  periods per week during the f i r s t  two years 
and th ree  hours per week during the l a s t  two years o f  high sc h o o l, g iv ­
in g  an average of four periods per week to  the study o f E n glish . The 
tim e was d iv id ed  between grananar and coop os i t  io n  on the one hand and 
l i t e r a tu r e  on th e  o th er.
The Comaittee on C ollege Entrance Requirements reconuended th a t a 
suggested l i s t  o f graded and c la s s i f ie d  books be o ffer ed , not le s s  than 
th ir ty  for  each year, from which l i s t  the various sch oo ls should s e le c t
^National Education A sso c ia tio n , Report o f  the Committee o f Ten on 
Secondary School S tudies With the Reports o f the Conferences Arranged by 
Committees (Mew York: American Book Company, 1894), p . 37.
^National Education A sso c ia tio n , Departments o f Secondary and Higher 
Education, Report o f  the Committee on C ollege Entrance Requirements 
(N ational Education A ssoc ia tion , 1899), P. 17 .
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and require during each sc h o o l year in  both c la s s  work and hos» reading  
not l e s s  than  f iv e  books o f  average len g th  or a t o t a l  o f  one thousand 
p ages. Sane were in d ica ted  as c o lle g e  requirem ent for  gen era l reading  
and com position; o th e rs , as c o lle g e  requirem ents for  c a r e fu l study  
The books in  t h i s  l i s t  were in  most in stan ces th e  sane as th ose  l i s t e d  
in  the course o f  study o f  1909. L itera ry  m asterp ieces fo r  e la s s  study  
were l i s t e d  in  th e  course o f  study o f  1909. The l i s t  was based upon 
the c o lle g e  entrance requirem ents form ulated and adopted by the four  
a ss o c ia t io n s  o f  c o lle g e s  and preparatory sch oo ls o f  New England, the  
Middle S ta te s  and Maryland, the North C entral S ta te s ,  and the Southern 
S ta te s .^  In h is  second annual rep o rt, Dr. Weber poin ted  out th a t a 
study o f  c la s s i c s  required for  c o lle g e  entrance exam inations was a part 
o f th e  courses in  E n g lish .
The E nglish  o ffe r in g s  remained unchanged u n t i l  the course o f  study  
o f  1933 when a course in  speech and one in  commercial English were added.
Speech e n ters  th e  curricu lisa  as a s p e c ia l  su b je c t . Speech, a s  a 
sep arate  su b je c t , was o ffered  in  th e  curriculum  of the high sch oo ls o f  
New Orleans as e a r ly  as 1914. J e s s ie  Tharp expressed  th e  s ta tu s  o f  
speech in  th e  high sch oo ls o f New Orleans in  1914 as fo llo w s:
Had I been asked f iv e  years ago to  w r ite  upon th e  su b je c t o f  
"The Value o f  P u b lic  Speaking in  the High School,"  the ta sk  would 
have been much more d i f f i c u l t  than i t  Is today . For up to  th a t  
t im e , th e  community at large  had been up In arms a g a in s t  the in ­
trod u ction  o f  so  c a l le d  e lo c u t io n  in to  our p u b lic  sc h o o ls , and the  
work as a course in  the curriculum  o f the New Orleans High Schools 
was then in  i t s  in fa n cy . Some went so  fa r  as to  say th a t i t  stood  
in  th e  same r e la t io n  to  th e  sc h o o ls  as dancing; and th a t w h ile  
dancing ought to  be taught to  a l l  our te a c h e r s , i t  was an accom­
plishm ent fo re ig n  to  ed u ca tio n a l system s. S im ila r ly  the tr a in in g
3 Ib id . .  p p .  1 8 - 1 9 .
4S ta te  Course o£ Study £or High Schools o£ L ou isiana. 1909-1913 
(Baton Rouge: The New Advocate, 1 9 0 9 /, p . 21 .
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o f  th e  v o ice*  o f  teach ers and ch iIdran was considered t o  be­
long in  the category  o f  accom plishm ents, and to  have noth ing  
to  do w ith  true developm ent. . . .*
The Commission on th e  R eorganisation  o f E nglish  in  Secondary Edu­
c a tio n  in  i t s  rep ort issu ed  in  1917 recommended speech courses In th e  
high s c h o o ls .^  Speech, however, continued to  be taught in c id e n ta lly  in  
connection  w ith  E nglish  and o th er  courses in  th e  high sch o o ls  o f  L o u is i­
ana. .
In 1921 H igh-School In sp ector  C. A. Ives urged h igh -sch oo l P r in c i­
p a ls  and tea ch ers to  give th ou gh tfu l co n sid era tio n  t o  th e  problem o f  
good sp eech . He sin g led  out the teach ers o f  E nglish as having the most 
r e s p o n s ib il i ty  fo r  tr a in in g  stu d en ts in  good speech h ab its  but In d icated  
th a t  every teacher should share some o f  th e  responsibility.7
Speech did not appear in  th e  program of s tu d ie s  which could be o f ­
fered  in  the state-app roved  high sch o o ls  o f  Louisiana u n t i l  th e  course  
o f  study o f  1933. H igh-School Supervisor Trudeau gave th e  fo llo w in g  
reasons to  th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education on August 24 , 1932 ,for  h is  re ­
quest th a t speech be added to  th e  h ig h -sch o o l curriculum : ( l )  t o  keep
in  l in e  w ith  the trend o f  c is r ie u la  adjustm ents in  other p rogressive  
s t a t e s )  (2 ) to  provide a more e la s t i c  and p r a c t ic a l  program of s tu d ie s  
fo r  th o se  p u p ils  not going to  c o lle g e ;  and (3) to  meet th e  strong d e -
^ J ess ie  Tharp, "Expression as a H igh-School S tu d y ," The Teachers• 
F orm . I  (February, 1914 ), 3 .
^James J . H oslo, Report  sL  th e  J o in t on B aalish  R epresent-
if lg  C g p i l l l s a  2SL th e  o f  Secondary education  o£ th e
R ation a l Education A sso c ia tio n . B u lle t in  No. 2 . 1917 o f  Bureau or sSucation  
(W ashington:G overnm ent P r in tin g  O ff ic e , 1917), pp . 05 -93 ,
7
C iruular L e tter  Number 1333 dated October 0 , 1921 of th e  S ta te  
Department o f  Education o f  L ou isiana.
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■And and apparent n e c e s s ity  fo r  speech tr a in in g , Ha pointad out th a t  
th e  eoursa would b a n a fit  p u p ils  who o ftan  laokad tha a b i l i t y  t o  axpress 
them selves in  an aecaptabla ■am ar and th a t even p u p ils  who had had tha  
regu lar  fou r-year  eoursa in  E nglish  n igh t wish t o  a la e t  spsech in  order 
t o  gain  naadad f a c i l i t y  o f  expression.**
Trudeau pointad out th a t  tha new course in  speech c o n sis te d  o f ex­
p r e ss io n , d r a a a t ic s , and p u b lic  speaking; and th a t i t  was an e le c t iv e  
course in  tha e leven th  grade. The conten t of th e  course was p r e c is e ly  
th a t recommended by the C om ission  on the R eorganisation o f  E nglish  in  
Secondary Schools fo r  a h igh -sch oo l speech course in  th e  e lev en th  grade.9  
Acknowledgement was made by tha h ig h -sch o o l su perv isor  to  Drs. Claude M.
Wise and G iles  W. Gray o f tha Louisiana S tate  U n iversity  fo r  th e ir  a s s i s t ­
ance in  preparing th e  course o f  study in  s p e e c h .^
E nglish a l ta r s  th e  cu rrlc  ulun. Regarding h is  reason for  
req u estin g  the in trod u ction  o f a course in  commercial E n g lish , Trudeau 
s ta te d  th a t  p r e v a ilin g  bu sin ess con d ition s warranted a separate course  
in  t h i s  phase o f E nglish
In f lu e n c e o f  n a tio n a l c u rr lcu lu s  rep orts on course o f  stu d y . I t  was 
s ta te d  in  the courses o f  study o f  1929 and 1933 th a t tha program o f s tu d ie s  
in  E n glish  was based upon the rep ort o f  tha C oanisslon on the R eorganisation
*O ffi£ U ^  Proceedings o£ £&e SW te B yyd  $£  Education. B u lle t in  
Number 235 o f the S ta te  Department o f  Education o f Louisiana (Baton 
Rouge: R aaires-Jones P r in tin g  Conpany, 1932 ), p . 3 .
9
H osic, l o c . c l t .
^ Course o f Stmhr fo r  Louisiana Hi ah S ch oo ls . B u lle t in  Number 259 o f  
th e  Louisiana s t a t e  Department o f Education (New Orleans: Thonaa J . Moran's
Sons, 1 9 33 ), p . 58.
^ O f f ic ia l  Proceedings o f  the 3 ta te  Board o f  Education. B u lle tin  
Number 235. CR. P i t . ,  p . 10 .
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o f  E nglish  in  Secondary S ch oo ls . S t*tenan ts from th e  course o f study o f  
1929 *re quoted below:
The g en era l scope o f the E n glish  course and th e  s p e c i f ic  or im­
m ediate olassroom  o b je c tiv e s  in  th e  tea ch in g  o f o r a l and w ritten  com­
p o s it io n , grassier, and l i t e r a tu r e  a r e , w ith some minor changes to  
mset con d ition s in  L ou isiana, id e n t ic a l  w ith  th ose  formulated by th e  
N ational Jo in t Committee on E nglish  R epresenting th e  C ooaission  on 
th e  R eorganisation  o f  Secondary Education o f  th e  N ational Education 
A sso c ia tio n  and th e  N ational C ouncil o f Teachers o f  E n glish . The 
c o ir s e  as planned i s  a ls o  in  accord w ith  the requirem ents in  E n glish  
recommended by the N ational Conference on Uniform Entrance Require­
ments in  E n g lis h .^
Journalism  becomes a separate su b je c t . P r io r  t o  1937 work in  Jour­
nalism  was o f  an e x tr a -cu rr icu la r  nature in  connection  w ith  a sch oo l paper 
or yearbook, or was an In c id en ta l part o f  an E nglish  cou rse. The wide­
spread use o f r a d io , newspapers, m agasines, and a d v e r tis in g  fo s te r e d  a 
d e sir e  among numerous persons fo r  a separate course in  journalism  in  th e  
high s c h o o ls . An organ isa tion  known a s the N ational A sso c ia tio n  o f  Jour­
nalism  D irectors o f  Secondary Schools promoted the cause o f  journalism
13in  th e  p u b lic  sc h o o ls . Journalism  was one of th e  se v e r a l new su b jects  
which came in to  the curriculum  of th e  h ig i  sch o o ls  o f  Louisiana fo r  th e  
f i r s t  t in s  in  th e  course o f  study o f 1937.
o f cP«ech courses in c r e a se s .  In th e  course o f study o f  
1937, a second and th ird  u n it in  speech were added. High-School Super­
v is o r  Coxe pointed  out th a t a g r e a tly  increased  in t e r e s t  had been shown 
in  th e  few  years ju s t  p r ior  to  1937 by sch o o l o f f i c i a l s ,  teach ers and 
stu d en ts in  s p e c ia l  speech c o u r se s . The h ig h -sch o o l su p erv isor  acknowl­
i/ou islan* High-School Standards. Manual o f  O rganisation and Admin. 
i s t r a t lo n .  B u lle t in  Number 161 o f th e  S ta te  Department o f Education of  
L ouisiana (Baton Rouge1 Ramires-Jones P r in tin g  Company, 1929), p . 3 5 .
^ N a tio n a l Committee on Cooperative Curriculum P lanning, The Subject 
F ie ld s  in  General Education (New York: D. Appleton Coapany, I n c . ,  1941j ,
pp. 59-00 .
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e d g ed  th e  work o f Dr. C. N. Wise and Dr. G iles  W. Gray o f  th e  Depart­
ment o f Speech o f Louisiana S tate  U n iversity  in  preparing th e  f i r s t  
course o f study fo r  th e  new speech co u rses . R ecognition was a ls o  ex­
tended to  a cni—l t t e e  o f  teach ers o f speech includ ing Lueia Morgan 
Nesom of Baton Rouge» C lio  A llen  o f  N atch itoch es, C liffo rd  Anne King 
o f Baton Rouge, E. R. Minchew o f  C astor, Z iU ah Meyer and J e ss ie  Tharpe 
of New O rleans, and P earl Pryor o f  Shreveport.^* The above group f o l ­
lowed su ggestion s s e t  fo rth  by th e  Committee fo r  the Advancement o f Speech 
Education in  Secondary Schools o f  th e  N ational A ssociation  o f Teachers 
o f S p eech .^
No new course in  English has been introduced in  th e  curriculum  sin ce  
the course o f study o f 1937. Thus, the program o f  s tu d ie s  in  English was 
complete w ith  four years o f b asic  E n glish , one year o f  commercial E n glish , 
three years o f speech, and one year o f  Journalism.
Chan—a i n  G raduation  Reouirem ants
The course o f fe r in g s , the courses which a l l  students were required  
to  tak e, the number o f u n its  o ffe r e d , the minimum number o f  w i t s  which 
a l l  stu d en ts had to  earn fo r  graduation, and the maxisnaa u n its  a studert 
was allowed to  earn in  the f i e l d  o f English  and re la ted  su b jects  from 
1906 to  1956 are presented in  Table I I .  The courses o ffered  were d isc u ss ­
ed in  th e  previous se c t io n . The maximum u n its allowed were gen era lly  
ra ised  with th e  increase in  th e  number o f  courses o ffered  and with the 
in crease  in  the number of courses a student might e l e c t .  A con sid eration  
of the reasons for  th e  changes in  graduation requirements fo llo w s.
^ Course Study in  Speech for  Louisiana High Sch oo ls. B u lle t in  
Nxaber 357 o f th e  S ta te  Department o f Education o f  Louisiana (New Orleans: 
Thomas J . Karan's Sons, 1937), p . 3 .
l 5 I b id ..  p . 14.
TABU II
STATUS OF CURRICULAR REQUIREMENTS AND OFFERINGS IN ENGLISH AND RELATED STUDIES 
FOR STATE-APPROVED WHITE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF LOUISIANA 1906-1955*
Period
Total
Units
Offered
Minimw
Units
Required
M axim
Units
Allowed
Subjects Required 
o f A ll Subjects Offered
1906-
1908 3 .0 3 .0 3 .0
English I ;  English I I  
English II I
English I ;  English I I ;  English III
1909-
19U 3 .2 3 .2 3 .2
English I;  English II  
English II I ;  English IV
English I ;  English I I ;  English IH ;  
English IV
1912-
1918 4 .0 3 .0 3.5
English I ;  English II  
English i n
English I; English II ;  English I I I ;  
English IV
1919-
1924 4 .0 3 .0 4 .0
English I; English I I  
English III
English I ;  English II; English II I ;  
English IV
1925-
1932 4 .0 4 .0 4 .0
English I;  English II  
English I I I ;  English IV
English I ;  English II ;  English H I ;  
English IV
1933-
1936 6 .0 4 .0 5.0
English I ;  English II 
English I I I ;  One Other 
Unit Selected fron the 
Program of Studies
English I; English II ;  English IH ;  
English IV; Speech I; Commercial English
1937-
1956 9 .0 3.0^ 6 .0
English I; English II  
English III
English I ;  English I I ;  English IH ;  
English IV; Commercial English; Jour­
nalism; Sp eechI; Speech I I ;  Speech IH
♦SOURCE: Courses o f Study issued by State Department of Education o f  Louisiana
0rvm  1942-19L3 to  1944-1945, four un its o f English required.
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Graduation requirem ents l e w d  from four u n its  t o  throe u n it s .
U n til th e  course o f  study o f  1912, h ig h -sch o o l stu d en ts were required to  
complete the e n t ir e  E nglish  o f fe r in g s . This was n ecessary  in  order th a t  
graduates would be prepared fo r  higher ed u ca tion . At the f i r s t  conference  
o f h ig h -sch o o l p r in c ip a ls  o f  p u b lic  education in  1906, a co im ittee  com­
pos ed o f A. G. Reed, W alter M ille r , L. A, D avis, C. M. Hughes, and Charles 
Gott recommended th a t  th e  committee making out th e  course o f  study Include  
f iv e  r e c ita t io n  p er iod s per week throughout th e  four years o f high sch oo l 
t o  the study o f E nglish  and l i t e r a t u r e .^
In th e  course o f study o f  1912, th ree  u n its  o f  E nglish  were req u ired .
The fourth  year o f  E nglish  was o p t io n a l. F ollow ing the recommendations 
o f a coemdttee which made a study to  determ ine how th e  h igh -ech oo l course  
could be made more f l e x i b l e ,  High-School In sp ector Favrot required but 
th ree  years o f  E nglish  f o r  graduation in  th e  course o f  study o f 1912.
C. A. I v e s , E. S . Jenkins, and S . M. Cook with Favrot comprised t h i s  
c o m lt te e .^ 7  Favrot pointed  out th a t req u ir in g  th ree  u n its  in stea d  o f  
four u n its  in  E nglish  met the demands for  a more f l e x ib le  course o f stu d y , 
perm itted stu d en ts so  d e s ir in g  to  e le c t  more v o ca tio n a l co u rses , and h elp ­
ed to  hold more boys and g i r l s  in  sch o o l.
Graduation requirem ents increased  from th ree  u n its  to  four u n i t s .
The above s itu a t io n  p e r s is te d  u n t i l  1924, when four u n its  in  E nglish
P r o c e e d in g s  2I  Utt. Conference o£ H lgh-School P r jr s lp a ls  o£ P u b lic  
Education. December 16 -16 . 1 9 0 8 (Baton R o u g e :T h e  New Advocate , 1909J, P . 21 .
1?RfP o r t o£ £he Hlgh-School P r in c ip a ls*  Conference. December 8 and 9 . 
S ess io n  1911-1912 (Baton Rouge: Ramires-Jones P r in tin g  Company, undated),
P . 52.
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were required fo r  graduation . In the cou rses o f study o f  1916 and 1919, 
H igh-School In spector C. A. Ires urged stu d en ts to  study E nglish  every  
year throughout the h igh -sch oo l course but s t i l l  required on ly  th ree  
c r e d its  fo r  graduation. Because o f poor achievensnt in  w r itten  E nglish  
o f  many h ig h -sch o o l stu d e n ts , 3tg>erint endent H arris re coamended t o  the  
S ta te  Board o f  Education on May 13 , 1924, th a t the minimim number o f  u n its  
o f  E nglish  required  for  graduation be in creased  from three to  f o i r .  The 
S ta te  Board approved t h i s  recanm endation.l®
Time dav«t»d lHfr*VflrT *rom 1906 to  192$ th ere
was disagreem ent among the h igh -sch oo l teachers o f E n g lish , p ro fesso rs  
o f E nglish  in  th e  c o lle g e s  and u n iv e r s it ie s  o f L ouisiana, and personnel 
in  th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education as to  th e  r e la t iv e  amount o f  time 
t o  be devoted to  graamar and co^ > osition  on th e  one hand, and to  l i t e r a ­
tu re  on the o th er . U n til 1916 three periods per week were devoted to  
l i t e r a tu r e  and two perioda to  graamar and co n p o e itio n . From 1916 t o  1919, 
l i t e r a tu r e  was stu d ied  throughout the e ig h th  grade and th e  eleven th  grade, 
and during th e  second sem ester o f  the n in th  and te n th  grades. Grammar 
was stu d ied  during th e  f i r s t  sem ester o f the n in th  grade and r h e to r ic  dur­
in g  th e  f i r s t  sem ester of th e  ten th  grade. O n e-fifth  o f  the tim e,through­
out the fo u r  years of the E nglish  course^  was devoted to  co n p o e itio n .
This was accomplished by d evotin g  two h a lf  periods tw ice  weekly or an en­
t i r e  period  once a week to  com position work. Because o f th e  poor ach ieve­
ment in  s p e l l in g  and w ritin g  on the part o f  h igh -sch oo l s tu d e n ts , Ives  
decided th a t  more tim e should be spent on te c h n ic a l grammar. He n o t if ie d  
the h ig h -sch o o l p r in c ip a ls  o f t h i s  fa c t  in  th e  fo llow in g  c ir c u la r  l e t t e r :
^ M in u te s  ££  t h e  M eeting  o f  th e  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  Board o f  E d u c a tio n .
Mav 1 1 . 1924 (B aton  Rouge: S ta te  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a ,
19247, pV24.
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The h ig h -sch o o l course in  E n glish  i s  b ein g  changed sonswhat 
in  order t o  g iv e  a la r g e r  proportion  of th e  tim e t o  th e  tech ­
n ic a l  s id e  o f t h is  su b je c t , to  th e  th in g s  th a t are designed to  
g ive  accuracy and c o rrec tn ess  in  fo r e . . . .
This program in  E nglish  d iv id e s  th e  tim e eq u a lly  between 
p r a c t ic a l  and te c h n ic a l E nglish  on the one hand and l ite r a tu r e  
on th e  o th e r . We reg re t th a t i t  seems n ecessary  to  reduce th e  
amount o f  l it e r a tu r e  stu d ied  in  c la s s ,  fo r  l i t e r a tu r e  i s  r ic h  
in  co n ten t, g iv e s  id e a s , forms, t a s t e s  and id e a ls ,  develops  
th e  im agin ation , broadens the understanding, and makes fo r  c u l­
tu r e .  But th ese  c u ltu r a l b e n e f it s  are no s u b s t itu te  for  the  
p r a c t ic a l i t i e s  o f E n g lish . We must era d ica te  bad s p e l l in g ,  
bad graamar, weak, f a u lt y ,  and in accu rate  se n te n c es . The a d ­
ditional tim e g iven  to  the nmchanlcs o f E nglish  should r e s u lt  
in  greater  a b i l i t y  to  w rite  p la in  se n s ib le  E n g li s h .^
From 1920 to  1925 th e  amount o f  t in s  soent on l ite r a tu r e  was reduced.
L itera tu re  was stu d ied  during th e  f i r s t  sem ester o f the e ig h th  grade and
during the second sem ester o f the n in th , te n th , and e leven th  grades.
Formal grammar was required during th e  second sem ester o f  the e igh th
grade, which had th ere to fo re  been devoted to  a study o f l i t e r a r y  c la s s i c s ,
and during the f i r s t  sem ester o f  the n in th  grade. Formal r h e to r ic  was
required  during th e  f i r s t  sem ester o f  the ten th  grade and during the
f i r s t  sem ester o f the e lev en th  grade, which p rev io u sly  had been devoted
t o  a study o f  l i t e r a t u r e .  Hence, from 1920 to  1925 an a d d itio n a l y e a r 's
study o f graamar and r h e to r ic  was required a t th e  expense o f  l i t e r a t u r e .
The requirement th a t o n e - f i f th  o f th e  tim e throughout each E nglish  course
be devoted to  co^ > osition  remained in  e f f e c t .
With th e  promulgation o f the course o f  study o f 1925, High-School
In sp ector Trudeau to ld  th e  h igh -sch oo l p r in c ip a ls  th a t  formal E nglish  and
lit e r a tu r e  were to * rece iv e  again approxim ately th e  same amount o f  tim e
20during th e  four h igh -sch oo l y ea rs.
^ C ir c u la r  L etter  Nusber 1062 dated August 6 , 1920 o f  the S ta te  
Department o f  Education o f  L ouisiana.
^ C ir c u la r  L etter  Number 2098 dated September 16 , 1925 o f  the S ta te  
Department o f  Education o f  L ouisiana.
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ttraduatlop  re q u ire —n ts  In t a g l is h  a sa in  low trtd  to  th ree  u n it s .  
Fro* 1924 u n t i l  1937, h ig h -sch o o l stu d en ts  wore required t o  o ffa r  four  
e ra d lta  in  E nglish  fo r  graduation . An unsuocaasful a t t a in t  was mada by 
tha s ta ta  h ig h -sch o o l in sp e c to r  in  1932 t o  lo v e r  tha ra q u ira a sn ts . Tru- 
daau exp la in sd  th a t c o lla g a s  gan ara lly  raquirad on ly  thraa u n its  o f  
E nglish fo r  adsd ssion ; and th a t undar tha a x is t in g  system , a p u p il M a t­
in g  a l l  othar raq u iram n ts fo r  graduation , but lack in g  a sm all fr a c t io n a l  
p art o f  any ona o f  tha four u n its  raquirad for  graduation , was daniad 
tha p r iv ila g a  o f graduating—an apparent hardship on tha stu d en t. S tear­
in  ten  dent H arris, who had advocated a fou r-year  English requirement in  
1925 on th a  b a s is  th a t s tu d en ts  should taka cou rses c a l l in g  fo r  greater  
in t e l l e c t u a l  e f f o r t  and which should r e s u lt  in  a sounder ed u cation , in  
1932 in s is t e d  th a t on ly  thraa years o f E nglish  should be raquirad on tha 
b a s is  th a t there ware too many raquirad courses and th at tha course o f  
study should be l ib e r a l is e d  so as to  keep in  l in e  with th a  cu rr icu lar  
tren d s in  other p rogressiva  s ta te s  o f tha Union.
H. H. White o f  tha S ta te  Board o f  Education s ta ted  th a t ha could  
not agree to  tha proposal t o  a llow  h ig h -sch o o l p u p ils  to  graduate with  
l a s s  than four years o f E n g lish . Tha S ta te  Board voted t o  keep tha
jp
fo w -y e a r  E nglish  requirement for  graduation.
In a la t t e r  to  Superintendent Harris dated June 20, 1936, High- 
School Supervisor John E. Cooes urged th a t th e  graduation requirements 
in  E n glish  be reduced t o  three u n it s .  He explained th a t a l l  stu dents  
would s t i l l  be required  t o  pursue th e  study of E nglish  during the four
^ O f f i c i a l  P roceed ings o f th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education. August 24 . 
1932, 0£ .  a i t * ,  pp. 6 -7 .
^ I b id . .  p . 21
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y ea rs  o f  th e  h ig h -sch o o l cou rse , and th a t  p r a c t ic a l ly  a l l  would secure  
c r e d it  fa r  four u n it s .  However, any stu d en t f a i l in g  in  any year o f  an 
E nglish  course would be a llow ed  to  su b s t itu te  a u n it o f  some other use­
f u l  su b je c t . Without reducing the s t r e s s  then  b ein g  p laced  on E n g lish , 
th e  added f l e x i b i l i t y  in  th e  graduation requirem ents would be in  th e  in ­
t e r e s t  of a nueber o f worthy stu d en ts who, because o f fa i lu r e  in  a s in g le  
u n it o f E n g lish , were required to  spend an a d d it io n a l year in  high s c h o o l .^3 
On December 19 , 1936, Superintendent H arris presented  Coxe’ s arguments 
to  th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education recommending a red uction  from four to  
th ree  u n its  o f E nglish  as graduation requirem ents. The S ta te  Board 
approved t h i s  recoom end ation .^
Graduation requirem ents amain r a ise d  to  fou r u n i t s . Except for  
two years from 1942 to  1944, the graduation requirem ents in  E nglish  have 
continued to  be three u n it s .
In th e  f i r s t  few months o f  1942, Xwers, d ir ec to r  o f the d iv is io n  o f  
su p erv isio n  and in s tr u c t io n  o f the S ta te  Department o f  Education, met 
w ith numerous groups o f  p a r ish  su perin tendents and h ig h -sch o o l p r in c ip a ls  
t o  g e t  th e ir  view s regarding needed changes in  th e  ad m in istra tion  o f  the  
h igh -eoh ool cu rr icu la *  in c lu d in g  graduation requirem ents. As a r e s u lt  
o f  th e  view s learned  in  th ese  m eetings, Ewers suggested t o  Superintendent 
Coxe in  a l e t t e r  dated A p ril 2 4 , 1942 ,th a t EngLish gradim tion req u ire­
ments be in creased  from th ree  to  th ree  and o n e -h a lf  u n it s ,  th ree  u n its  
o f  which should be E nglish  1 , I I ,  and I I I .  The a d d it io n a l h a lf  u n it might 
be in  E nglish  17 or other r e la te d  co u rses , such as speech , business E n g lish ,
B u lle t in  __
(New O rleans: Thomas J . Moran's Sons, 1937), p . 14 .
on. December 19 . :
^ I b l d .
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o r  jo tu m liM *  I w n  po in ted  o u t th a t tho  h igh -schoo l graduate m o  
boimg c r i t ic is e d  Tor d e fic ie n c ie s  1b E nglish  by co lleg e  a u th o r it ie s , ta d  
by buimOBB Bad in d u s tr ia l  o f f ic ia l s  who enployed hla* Ho thought th a t  
a  b a t te r  Job should bo dona in  teach in g  s tu d e n ts  tb s  boo o f  th e  a e th e r  
tongue aad th a t  a a  a d d itio n a l h a lf  u n it o f  E ng lish  requir e d  o f  a l l  a ic k t  
bo h e lp fu l l a  th a t reg ard ,* ^  S uperin tendent Coxa reoonnandart bo th a  S ta te  
Board o f  Education on A p ril 27* 1 9 b ^ an  la e re a se  fTon th re e  to  th re e  aad 
o n e-h a lf u a l ts  l a  E ng lish  fo r  graduation* th a  n o tio n  o f  Dr* Bnfua C* 
H a rris , a  naahor o f  th a  S ta te  Board, th a t E nglish  raqnlranaB ta ha in ­
creased  to  fbu r in s te a d  o f  th ree  aad o n e-h a lf u n its  m b  approved by 
th e  S ta te  Board*2^
flraduatioa roqu lr asan ta  in  la g lla h  s o t a t  th ree  u n its * E ffec tiv e  
w ith  th e  19U»-19k5 se ssio n , houever, tha In g ila h  req u ire n e a t fb r  gredu­
a tio a  f h a  high school naa changed again  to  th re e  u n its*  I t  has ren al nod 
unchanged aiaoe then*
te to n t  to  hh iah  High Schools Have O ffered V arious E nglish  S ubjects
tha  nwdhar o f  h igh schools and the poroeatage o f  th e  to ta l  nadher 
o f  h igh echeola o ffe rin g  v ario u s la g lla h  su b je c ts  a t  in te rv a le  Brea 191b 
to  19£6 a re  p resen ted  in  Table m *
n .  DEVEXDMEIir OF THE SOCIAL STUDIES
The E volu tioa o f  th e  P ra g u e  o f  S tudies l a  th e  S e d a l S tudios
The se v e ra l s o c ia l s tu d ie s  courses and th e  y ear in  vh leh  each uas 
added to  o r  dropped fro n  tho  h igh-echool course o f  s tu d ie s  a re  p resente d
*^F*eeoed&ags o f the S ta te  Board o f  Education* A p ril >7* 19h>* 
B u lle tin  M b e r w f t  o f  ik e  s ia te  beper^aonl o fB C u catio n  o f le u ls ia n a
(B aton Bougei S ta te  D epartaeat o f  E ducation , 1 9 h f), p* 7*
TABLE I I I
NUMBERS AMD PERCENTAGES OF STATE-APPROVED WHITE PUBLIC 
HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING Q iaiSH  AND RELATED SUBJECTS 
AT INTERVALS FROM 1914 to  1956
1914 -  1915* 1935 -  1936* 1955 -  1956*
Subject
Number
Offering
Subject
Percent
Offering
Subject
Nunber
Offering
Subject
Percent
Offering
Subject
Nusber
Offering
Subject
Percent
O ffering
Subject
Baalish I 137 100.00 360 100.00 356 100.00
Enelish II 137 100.00 360 100.00 356 100.00
Enelish III 137 _ 100.00 360 100.00 356 100.00
Baalish IV 137 100.00 360 100.00 351 98.59
C oantrcial Enelish 4 1 . 1L 20 5.62
Speech I 13 13.61 S3 23.31
Speech II _ _ _ 27 7.58
Speech I I I 5 _ _ 1.40
Journalism------------- — — 2 0.56 . ■ & - -
♦ S ta t is t ic s  for 1914*1915 takm  fron Annual Report o f Inspector of Higi Schools, Session 1914*1915. 
S ta t is t ic s  for  1935*1936 and for 1955-1956 co^>iled fro*  annual reports of high-school p rin c ip a ls on f i l e  
in  high-echool section  of the State Department of Education o f Louisiana.
1m M i U  XT* V M irn  d i l l a t t t l j r  in flu en c in g  Um  aM L ttm  to  o r  tho 
d o lo tio o  from tho  eu rrleu lw i o f  tho  oohjoeto in  tho a o r ta l otadloo 
w ill bo preooatod l a  ooao oaaeo* Xa o th o r oaooo* i t  «U 1 bo aoeoooarj 
to  show bjr d a l  l a r i  tlo o  a x lc tln g  botaooa e u rrlo u la r  o ffa rla g o  l a  h l0 i 
oehoolo o f  L o d a lan a  aad roooanoadatlo ao o f  a a tio a a l eu rrleu lw i atad&oa 
worn probable inflaoaeoa* to o — oh aa tbooo ro<|ii>iilM o fo r  o o n a tra e t- 
ln g  tho ooaroo o f  otudy l a  L oalalaaa kopt thoaoolvoo inibnaod reg ard in g  
e a n rlo a la a  d m lo p M t i  a t  tho a a tio a a l level*  aad alaoo they  here r e -  
rea lo d  through th o lr  oaa a ta ta a o a ta  l a  ooao laa taaeo a  th a t they  aoro 
iaflaao o o d  th ereb y .
S ocia l a tad lo a  l a  tho ooaroo o f  otady o f  1905* Tho c u rr ic u la r  
o ffe rln g o  l a  tho o o e la l o tudloa l a  tho  ooaroo o f otady o f  1905 aoro tho 
aano ao tho roooanoadationa o f tho C oaalttoo  o f  Tba oxcopt th a t Knglioh 
h lo to ry  aao o p tio n a l and a o d io ra l and aodora h lo to ry  waa addod aad 
required*^? lh io  l a t to r  oubjeet* hooever* aao rooonaaadod by tho Co«- 
■ Itto o  o f  Seven o f  tho A nerleaa R lo to rie a l A o o o d a tlo n .^
Xaflaonoo o f  tho 0— ltto o  o f  Soron.  Tho ooaroo o f  otady o f  1909* 
ufiich ana proparod fo r  tho  so o t p a r t by Or* S* S. bOber* fb llo ao d  wf> 
goatlono o f  tho C oaalttoo  on C ollege la tra a o o  Boqalroeonta ahloh adopted 
tho  re p o rt o f  tho C ew aittee o f  Seven* S r. bOber oeggooted th a t to ao h - 
o ro  o f  tho o o d a l otodloo road th lo  re p o r t* ^
^ n a tio n a l Kdocation A oooelatloa* R eport o f  tho Ooaalttoo o f  to n  
oa floooadory  School Stadloo with tho Roporto oT"tST“(joaAroneobTSrrBhod 
5  f l u —** op* c l t . ,  pp . ib> l3E T
*®The ybaadatlono and Toohnlqaoo of Corrieolf Making* port X* 
CarrtwISJhdiii Itot aad riroeoat* “tba treaty-oixth yearbook of the 
flettonal societyof iiaH«<ly or ikduoation (Blooaiagtoa* XUiaolat 
PAllo School Publishing Coapany* 1926)* pp . kS*9«
^Stato Coorao o f  Stady fo r  High Schoolo o f  Loolalana 1909*1913» 
o£* dt.* p. T5*- *
TABLE IV
CHANGES IN CURRICULAR OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL STUDIES SUBJECTS FOR 
STATE-APPROVED WHITE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF LOUISIANA 1906-1995*
Course
Tear
Added
Tsar
Dropped Course
Year
Added
Tear
Dropped
American H istory 1906
Community L ife  and 
C iv ic  Problems 1923 1925
E n e lish  H istory 1906 1909 1925
Greek and Roman 
H isto ry 1906 1909 I
f
1925 1933
M adiera! h is to r y  
o f  Eurooe t o  1500 1906 1909
S tu d ies o f  
L ouisiana 1929 1937
H istory  o f  Europe 
S in ce 1500 1906 1909 Economics 1929
M edieval and 
Modern H istory 1909 1919 Geography 1933 1937
o 1
 
t! S3 1909 1922
Early European 
H istory 1933 1947
Law 1909 1922
Modern European 
H istory 1933 1947
Economics 1909 1925
Problems o t  
Democracy 1933 1947
C iv ic s 1909 V ocations 1937 1947
Ancient H istory 1909 1919
C oasercia l and In­
d u s tr ia l  Geography 1937
E n elish  H istory 1916 1919 Socio logy 1937
fcarly European 
C iv i l i s a t io n 1919 1925 Ancient H istory 1947
Modern European 
C iv i l i s a t io n 1919 1925
M edieval and 
Modern H istory 1947
World Wkr and What
-m sL - WZ ■
American
Government 1952
♦Source: Courses o f Study issu ed  by ths St&te Department o f Education
o f L o u is ia n s.
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Tha O o m ittee  o f  S i m  rm n — idud th a t  tho  fo u r-y ea r h igh-school 
oouree inc lude la e liK t h is to iT i aed lev a l u d  aodern European h is to ry , 
S n g llih  h is to ry , A acrlean h is to ry  sad  c iv i l  govonaasn t*^ I t  a lso  
rsooeaonded th a t o o llsg ss  aad u n iv e rs itie s  aeoopt a s  a  u n it  fo r  ad- 
a lss lo B  a  year* a work l a  oooaoalos supplemented by adequate in s tru c tio n  
in  o o easrio al geography sad  In d u s tr ia l h isto ry*^*  Tho so c ia l studios* 
o ffe rin g s  o f th s  eowrso o f  s tu d y  o f 1909 iao lu d sd  a l l  o f  th s  shore 
su b je c ts  w ith  th e  excep tion  o f  In d u s tr ia l h is to ry  aad o f  E nglish  h is ­
to ry  which was added la  1916* l a  a d d itio n , i t  iao lu d sd  an slo e  t i r o  
course l a  c o a a e ric s l law* This course was ap p a rea tly  iao ludsd  be­
cause o f  th e  l a te r e s t  l a  p rep arin g  s tu d e n ts  l a  oo— s r d s i  work whioh 
was b ro u fh t about to  a  la rg o  degree by th s  ao—e rc ia l  d ev e lo jaen t o f  
th e  M ississ ip p i V alley  aad th e  openiBg o f  the  Ihaana Canal* Dr* Weber 
s tre s se d  th e  iap o rtan ee  o f  tr a ia ia g  l a  ooa a s r d a l  su b je c ts  fo r  sous 
stad ea ts*
A study  o f A aerioaa h is to ry  was req u ired  l a  the course o f study  
o f  1909 l a  th e  e ig h th  grads aad i a  th e  e le re a th  grade* A re so lu tio n  
was adopted a t  the conference o f  h lgH sehool p rin c ip a ls  in  Deeeaber 
1911 to  d iscon tinue re q u irin g  A aerioaa h is to ry  l a  th e  e ig h th  grade 
sin ce  s u f f ic ie n t work i a  th is  su b je c t was g ire a  i a  th e  lew er g rad es* ^  
T his re so lu tio n  was p u t in to  e f fe c t aad A aerioaa h is to ry  has since 
been o ffe re d  in  e i th e r  th e  Jun io r o r  sen io r y ear o f  h igh school*
* W tlo n a l  Education A sso cia tio n , Do par ta u n ts  o f  Seooadary aad 
H igher Id ae a tlo n , Report o f  th e  CV— le s io n  on C ollege Satreaoo R equire- 
■ cats .o p* d t * .  p* 15b.
31Ib id ** pp* 19-20.
^ R e p o rt o f  th e  ttLjh-Sohool P ri a d  p a ls ' C onference. Deeeaber 6 aad 
assslo a  i W * i ^  og* cit*i**p« hb*
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The re p o rt o f  tho C aesdttoe o f  Serea ooatlnaod to  be e donlnsnt 
la flo eao e  upon o ffe rin g s  l a  th e  eo e la l e tu d ies l a  th e  high schools o f 
Louielena u n ti l  1929* Za oaeh oouree o f  atvdjr firoe 1909 to  1929 ao- 
knowledge h e a t  uae mode o f  th e  reeenuendatlons o f  th is  repo rt*
Special w art ro o d  rod g£ etedoate  l a  JS fiL ll otodloo ouhlooto* Za 
o rd er to  ea ra  a f a i l  a d t  l a  la o r lo a a  h lo to ry  aad d r i e r  l a  1912 aad 
fo r about f lf to e a  years th e re a fte r*  a etudoat had to  uorfc ou t l a  u r l t to a  
fono aad M aintain l a  a lo o se -le a f  note-book tw enty ex e rc ises in  h lo to ry  
aad c i r ic e .  The aoto-booke had to  be kep t on H ie  fo r  iaopeotlon  by 
an iaep ee to r o f th e  S ta te  Departa on t o f Education. The n atu re  o f  the 
e x e rd e e a  uae ao follow ai a t  le a e t f i r e  to p ic a l o u tlines*  analyses* 
o r euaaarlea) l i r e  h la to r lc a l essays* b io  graph! o a l aloe tehee* o r d ie -  
euedono o f  h la to r lc a l c re a te ; aad f iv e  h is to r ic a l nape* Bxanplee o f  
top ica req u ired  were "How Did th e  S poils Syotew in ju re  th e  Oerern—a tt»  
and "Whs the Kh Klux M oreaeat J u s t if ie d ? " ^  The la rg e  lacreaee  l a  h lgh - 
eohoel e a ro lla o a t node th is  p ra c tic e  no t fe a s ib le  and oaueed i t s  abandon* 
neat*
European h lo to ry * H hile th e  Coaodttee o f  Serea* s euggestloae were 
fo llo u ed  l a  th e  courses o f  study between 1909 and 1929* th ere  were sons 
o th e r o ffe rin g s  l a  the so o ia l s tu d ie s  f ie ld  in  th e  ourrlcu lun  fo r  the 
high eehoolo o f  L o d d a a a  utdeh wore no t iao ludsd  i a  th e  abooe sugges­
tio n s*  The courses introduced i a  1919 as "E arly  European d r i l l  nation" 
and M odern European d r l l l s a t lo a "  were in  r e a l i ty  new nones fo r  th e  o ld  
oouree e a t i t le d  T fedieeal and Modern H isto ry ."  The new course t i t l e s  were
*^Le© Parrot* Supplsnsnt to  and Rerlelon of State Oouree of Study 
for a.gfa Schools o f  touieiana “Tbston  bouget Ranires-J&ae's Printing 
Ooqpaagr, 191lj» pp . ZO-1.
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adopted ap p aren tly  to  correspond to  th a  t i t l e s  o f  the textbooks need* 
World War and What Wee Behind I t * The course e n ti t le d  "World War 
and What Was Behind I t "  was in troduced  in  1919 sod was o ffe red  fo r  on ly  
fou r years* H igh-school In sp ec to r C* A* Iv es  in d ic a ted  th e  d e riv a tio n  o f  
the t i t l e  o f  th is  course and a reason  fo r o ffe rin g  i t  in  the c irc u la r  l e t ­
t e r  p resen ted  belowt
We w ish to  c a l l  your a tte n t io n  to an e x c e l le n t  t e x t  in  h is to r y  
th a t way be used in  th e  e ig h th  grade* I t  i s  "The World War and What 
Whs Behind It"  by B enet, published  by S c o tt , Foresaan and Company, 
Chicago, I l l in o i s *  • • ••***
Comtu n ity  l i f e  and C iv ic  Probleas* Hie course e n t i t le d  "Community 
l i f e  and C iv ic  Probleas" was suggested  by the Commission on the Reorgani­
s a t io n  o f  Secondary Education* I t  recommended th a t a comprehensive course  
in  community c iv ic s  be o ffer ed  in  the f i r s t  year o f  high school* The 
aim o f  t h i s  course was to  make c iv i c s  more m eaningful and p r a c tic a l*  I t  
was in tend ed  to  h e lp  the student to  know h is  co m u n ity , n o t m erely a l o t  
o f  fa c t s  about i t ,  by s tr e s s in g  what s e r v ic e s  were rendeder by the com­
munity and the d u tie s  o f  a good c i t i s e n . ^  Iv e s  In d ica ted  th a t t h is  
oourse was o ffer ed  a s an o p tio n a l study in  the e igh th  grade and th a t  i t s  
t i t l e  corresponded to the t i t l e  o f  the tex tb o o k * ^  I t  was abandoned In  
1925 in  favor o f  a more comprehensive oourse in  c iv ic s *
3**Circular L etter  Humber 665 dated September 9 , 1916 o f  the S tate  
Department o f  Education o f  Louisiana*
^^Wational Education A sso c ia tio n , C om Isalon on the R eorganisation  
o f  Secondary E ducation, The Teaching o f  Community C iv ic s * United S ta te s  
Bureau o f  Education B u lle t in , 1915, k S b e r 23 (Washington! Government 
P rin tin g  O ff ic e , 1 9 1 5 ), p . 11*
^ C ir c u la r  L etter  Humber 11*62 dated Ju ly  26, 1922 o f  the S ta te  De­
partment o f  Education o f  Louisiana*
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General H isto ry . The oouree In general h is to r y  required o f a l l  
stu d en ts by th s  course o f study o f  1925 was a com bination o f an cien t h is*  
tory  and e a r ly  and modern European h is to r y . I t  was f e l t  by Trudeau and 
Superintendent Harris th a t every  h ig h -sch o o l student should have t h i s  
gen era l survey course in  world h is to r y . They contended th at stvdenbs 
obtained a sounder education by being required t o  take a few w e l l -  
chosen courses c a l l in g  fo r  greater  in t e l l e c t u a l  e f f o r t  than by being  
allow ed to  " f l i t  about in  haste" over an in d e f in ite  range o f su b je c ts .  
T his course has continued to  be o ffered  although i t  i s  no longer a re­
quired su b je c t .
S tu d ies o f L ou isian a . S tu d ies o f Louisiana entered the curriculum  
as th e  r e s u lt  o f e f fo r t s  o f th e  Louisiana Teachers' A sso c ia tio n . At i t s  
annual m eeting in  November, 1926, the Louisiana Teachers' A ssocia tion  
appointed a committee o f n ine t o  prepare a manual on the resources and 
la t e i t  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f Louisiana fo r  use in  the public  sch oo ls o f the 
s t a t e .  The purpose o f the comm ittee, headed by 7 .  L. Roy, was to  a c -  
c w u la te  a l l  th e  data  necessary  to  teach Louisiana t o  the ch ild re n , and 
then  to  work out with the Stat.e Department o f Education some e f f e c t iv e  
plan  o f  handling th e  m ater ia l in  th e  sc h o o ls . The Louisiana Teachers' 
A sso c ia tio n  was commended by Congressmen, heads o f Chambers o f Commerce, 
and o th ers for  t h i s  m d ertak in g .
On January 2 , 1926, most o f  the caranittee met in  Alexandria to  
s ta r t  working on the p r o je c t . A sub-conm ittee o f  E. M. West, as ch a ir ­
man, V. L. Roy, H iss A. Meyers, and Helen Cox was appointed to  anpear 
before th e  S ta te  Board o f Education a t  i t s  next meeting to  a sc er ta in  
from the Board i t s  a t t itu d e  toward the su b ject o f  more e f f e c t iv e ly  
teach in g  Louisiana to  sch o o l ch ild ren . Another sub-committee composed
mo f  AIm  Bark « • ehairnon , Superintendent I .  D. Shaw, and Saparlntondont 
B- 0* Corkorn was appointed to  tako  up w ith  te a c h e r- tra in in g  in s t i tu ­
tio n s  tho question  o f  p lac in g  in  th e i r  c u rric u la  a oouraa in  taach ing  
about L ouiaiana. A th ird  s u b -c o « itte e  conpooed o f  J« E . Harpor as 
chairm an, V. L. Roy, and Mica Mayor a was appointed to  pro para an o u t- 
11 no o f tho textbook to  bo prepared*
In  o rder to  provide a  p lan  fo r teach in g  lo u ia ia n a  in  tho ochoolo 
during  tho  tin e  th a t  tho textbook woo being prepared , the c o m itte e  
d ire c te d  Aina Burk to  p repare o u tlin ee  on the resources o f Louiaiana to  
be used fb r L ite ra ry  S ociety  uork in  v ario u s high schools o f  Louisiana* 
The p lans ware then  to be su b n itted  to  Superintendent H arris fo r  ap­
p roval and d is tr ib u tio n  to  high schools*^?
The course f i r s t  appeared in  th e  course o f  study o f 1929 in  the 
second se n e ste r o f  th e  eigh th  grade* I t  was dropped fron  th e  high- 
echool o ffe rin g s  in  1937 and has been o ffe red  in  the Jun io r high school* 
In flu en ce o f  the  Oo—it t e e  on S ocial S tudies o f  the Co—le s io n  
on th e  R eorganisation  o f  Secondary E ducation* The re p o rt o f  the  C o^ 
n i t  te e  on S o cia l S tudies o f  th e  Co— is s lo n  on th e  R eorganisation o f  
Secondary Education o f  the  R ational Education A ssociation  seens to  
have been th e  p rev a ilin g  in flu en ce  on th e  so c ia l s tu d ie s  o ffe rin g s  
sin ce  1929* Reference was node to  th is  re p o rt in  each course o f  study 
since 1929* The Co— I t te e  on S ocial S tud ies in  i t s  re p o rt reooneended 
c iv ic s  as a  n in th -grade su b je c t, a h a lf-y e a r course in  eoononic and 
v o ca tio n a l asp ec ts  o f  c iv ic s  and h is to ry , e a rly  European h is to ry , 
nodern European h is to ry , A neriean h is to ry  and problens o f  A norlcan do-
^ " T e o c h in g  o f  L o u is ian a  in  t b s  P u b lic  S ch o o ls ,*  Jo u rn a l o f  th e  
L o u is isn a  Teachers* A sso c ia tio n *  I I I  ( F e b r u a r y ,  1926) ,
I lf
•o e n e jT t^  W ith t in  exceptione o f  geography, eocio logy , and an c ien t 
h ia to ry  a l l  o f  th a  a o e ia l e tud lee addad to  tho high-aehool e u rr lo u lta  
ain ea  1929 were in  aeoordaneo w ith th a  above rep o rt*
Although no M o tio n  oould too found in  any oouraa o f  atudy o f  tha 
ra p o rt o f th a  C onnittee o f  A na o f  th a  A nerlean f tie to rle a l A aaooiatlon 
(1926-1933) eonearainc th a  re o rg a n isa tio n  o f  th a  ao e ia l e tu d io s , tha 
reconaandationa M de by th ia  nnaml t ta a  i f  follow ed n ig h t account fb r 
•uch oouraaa aa geography ,  eocio logy, eoononlcc and a n d  a n t h ia to ry*  
Tha fo llow ing  a ta tan an ta  appeared in  th a  rep o rts
In  th a  aeeoadary achool tha c e n tra l thowo would be tha d ev el- 
opaant o f  nankind and th a  ev o lu tio n  o f  hanan c u ltu re , w ith th a  
au p h ad a anggaatad e l eewhere in  th ia  chap ter and w ith  eonatan t 
ra fa raae a  to  th a  p raaan t and to  A nerlean c iv ilis a tio n *  Thin p ro - 
gran n ig h t e u ln ia a te  in  th a  atudy , through concre te  and 11 wing 
n a te r ia la , o f  re g io n a l geography, o f  cooperative aoononiea, gov- 
enanant and c u ltu ra l socio logy , o f  th e  n a ja r  nowananta in  ao e ia l 
thought and a c tio n  in  th a  no darn w orld, o f  .th e  no a t  re c a n t devel- 
opnanta on tha in te rn a tio n a l stage* • •
A narican govonaaont* A narican go raranan t, in troduoad in  1 9 t7 , waa 
M ra ly  ano ther naM  fb r th a  e x is tin g  oouraa e n ti t le d  "ftroblane o f  Dano- 
craey** Tha oouraa had been ao c a lle d  in  aeoordanea w ith tha t i t l e  o f 
th a  te x tbook uaed in  tha oouraa* 
g raduation  Boquirenonte in  tha S ocial Studio a
Tha to ta l  oouraa o ffe rln g e , th a  oouraaa which a l l  atudeute were 
req u ired  to  oonp lete , and th a  naatfjnm u n ite  whioh a atudan t waa p a r- 
n i t  te d  to  earn  in  th a  ao e ia l e tu d iee  f ie ld  a re  ahown in  Table V* The
^ A rth u r V. Dunn (ooap*) Tha S o cia l S tudiaa in  Saoondary Education* 
la p o r t o f  th a  Ccaaaittee on S ocial iJiwU.ee oJf tlhe T Snnlcaionon'T fia Reor­
g an isa tio n  o f  Saoondar y  Education o f th e  n a tio n a l Education A aaoeiation , 
Dapart nant  o f  I n te r io r , Bureau o f  Education B u lle tin  1916, Bonber 2» 
(tto sh ln fton i Oovenaaent M in tin g  O ffic e , 1 9 1 6 ), pp* 15-35*
^A n arican  B la to rie a l A aaoeiation , Coneluaiona and R oco iandationa 
o f  th e  Cm c I anion on tha S o cia l S tndica (dbw YorfT “ CEarTeaTerTffierTasrfTiTOrpp; 6*wn------------
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in tro d u ctio n  of tho various courses in to  the curriculum  was d iscu ssed  
in  th e  preceding s e c t io n . The maximua number o f u n its  which one might 
earn gen era lly  increased  w ith  th e  in crease in  the number o f  courses one 
might e l e c t .  A con sid eration  o f th e  changes in  graduation requirements 
fo llo w s .
Requirements p r ior  to  1925. Before 1909 students in  the high schools  
o f Louisiana were required t o  take a l l  o f the su b jects o ffered  In th e  
s o c ia l  s tu d ies  except English  h is to r y , which was an e le c t iv e  covrse .
These were Greek and Roman h is to r y , m edieval and modern European h is to r y , 
and American h is to r y .
When the commercial and a g r ic u ltw a l  cu rricu la  were proposed t o  be 
offered  along w ith  the l it e r a r y  curriculum in  1908, Dr. Weber s tr e sse d  
th a t each o f  the new cu rricu la  o ffered  a broad tr a in in g  in  R ig lish , math­
em atics, and h is to r y  w ith  a sp e c ia l knowledge of business or a g r ic u ltu r a l  
su b je c ts . A ll stu dents were required to  take geography and c iv ic s  in  
ad d ition  t o  the s o c ia l  s tu d ie s  su b jects  required in  the course of study  
o f 1905.
In the course of study o f 1912 a l l  students were required to  o ffe r  
two u n its  in  s o c ia l  s tu d ie s  fo r  graduation but could o ffe r  as many a s  
four u n it s .  The two u n its  required were a course in  American h is to r y  
and c iv ic s  and a course in  an cien t h is to r y . In 1916 the an cien t h isto ry  
requirement was l ib e r a lis e d  to  include any foreign  h is to r y . These r e ­
quirements remained unchanged u n t i l  1925.
Requirements from 1925 to  1933. From 1909 to  1925, a combined 
course in  American h is to r y  and c iv ic s  had been required . This meant 
th a t American h is to r y  was taught one sem ester and c iv ic s ,  or c i v i l  
government, the other sem ester. The h igh -echool in sp ector  and the s ta te
TABLE V
STATUS OF CURRICULAR REQUIREMENTS AND OFFERINGS IN SOCIAL STUDIES SUBJECTS FOR 
STATE^PPROFH) WHITE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF LOUISIANA 1906-1955*
Period
Total
Unite
Offered
M in in a
Utaits
Required
N u d r a
Unite
Allowed
Subjects 
Required 
of A ll
Subjects Offered
1906 -  
1908
2 .6 2 .1 2 .6 H istory o f Europe to  
1500; History o f Europe 
Since 1500; U.S. H istory; 
Greek and Roman History
U.S. H istory; Greek and Roman H istory; 
Medieval History o f Europe to  1500; 
History of Europe Since 1500; English 
History
1909 -  
1911
5.2 2 .4 4 .0
Aaerican H istory and 
C ivics; Geogranby; 
Ancient History; Medie­
v a l and Modern H istory
Geography; American H istory; Medieval 
and Modern H istory; C iv ics; Economics; 
Conaercial H istory; Commercial Law; 
Ancient History
1912 -  
1915
5.0 2 .0 4 .0
American History; 
C ivics;
Ancient History
Geography; Ancient H istory; Medisval 
and Modern H istory; American H istory; 
C ivics; QagLish H istory; Economics; 
Commercial Lav; Commercial Geography
1916 -  
1918
6 .0 2 .0 4 .0
American H istory; 
C ivics;
One Foreign History
Ancient H istory; Medisval and Modern 
History; Asmrican H istory; C iv ics; Eng­
l i s h  History; Economics; Conaercial Lav 
Cosmercial Geography
1919 -  
1921
6 .0 2 .0 4 .0
American H istory; 
C ivics;
One Foreigh History
Early European C iv ilisa t io n ;  Modern 
European C iv ilisa t io n ;  World War and 
What Was Behind I t ;  Economics; Comnsr- 
c ia l  Law; Commercial Geography; Ameri­
can H istory; C ivics
1922 4 .5 2 .0 4 .0
American History; 
C iv ic s ;
One Foreign History
Early European C iv ilisa t io n ;  Modern 
European C iv ilisa t io n ;  American H istory  
C ivics; Economics
1923 -
1924
5 .0 2 .0 4 .0
American History; 
C ivics;
One Foreign History
Early European C iv ilisa t io n ;  Modern 
European C iv ilisa t io n ;  American H ist cry 
C ivics; EoonoBd.cs; Community L ife  and 
Civic Problems
TABLE 7 (co n tin u ed )
Period
Total
Units
Offered
MLnlmma
Uhits
Required
Maximum
Obits
Allowed
Subjects 
Required 
of A ll
Subjects Offered
1925 -  
1928
4 .0 2 .0 4 .0 American History; 
General History
American H istory; General History; C iv ics;  
Commercial Geography
1929 -  
1932
4 .5 2 .0 4 .0
General History; 
American History
Commercial Geography; Studies o f Louisiana; 
C ivics; General H istory; American History; 
Economics
1933 -  
1936
7.5 2 .0 5 .0
American History; 
One Unit in  Any 
Other S ocia l 
Study Subject
Geography; Louisiana Studies; C iv ics; Early 
European H istory; Modern European H istory; 
General H istory; American H istory; Problems 
o f Democracy; Economics
1937 -  
1946
8 .0 2 .0 6 .0
Any Two Uhits in  
The Socia l Studies
Vocations; Commercial and Industria l Geog­
raphy; Early European H istory; Modern Euro­
pean H istory; C iv ics; General Ristoxy; 
A fr ic a n  H istory; Economics; Sociology; 
Problems of Democracy
1947 -  
1951
7.5 2 .0 5.0
American History; 
C ivics
C o m n ity  C iv ics; Commercial and Industria l 
Geography; General H istory; Ancient History 
Medieval and Modem H istory; American His­
tory; Economics; Sociology; American Govern­
ment
1952 -  
1955
7 .5 2 .0 5 .0
American History; 
C ivics
C iv ics; Geography; General H istory; Ancient 
H istory; Medieval and Modem History; 
American Government; American History; 
Economics; Sociology
♦SOURCE: Courses o f Study issued by the State Department o f Education.
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■ uperintsndent o f  p u b lic  education  In 1925 b e liev ed  th a t  i t  would make 
far  a sounder education  to  have a f u l l  Tear*a course in  each o f  th ese  sub­
j e c t s .  One u n it in  American h is to r y  was required o f a l l  for  graduation  
and c iv ic s  was required on ly  in  th e  gen era l co u rse . A course in  general 
h is to r y , which in clu ded  an cien t h is to r y  a s  w e ll as m edieval and modern 
European h is to r y  was a ls o  required in  a l l  c u r r ic u la .
Graduation requirem ents l ib e r a l is e d  in  1933. A study o f  the h is to r y  
o f  mankind had been a requirement which a l l  students in  high sch oo ls o f  
Louisiana had had t o  f u l f i l l  p r io r  to  1933. The tendency to  n e g lec t  the  
study o f h is to r y  in  our high sch o o ls  began w ith  th e  course o f  study o f  
1933 when on ly  American h is to r y  was required and reached i t s  apex from 
1937 to  1942 when no study o f h is to r y  a t  a l l  was req u ired .
One u n it in  American h is to r y  and one u n it in  any other s o c ia l  study  
su b ject were required in  the course o f study o f  1933- The h igh -sch oo l 
su pervisor gave as h is  reasons fo r  no longer req u ir in g  general h is to r y  
th a t general h is to r y  was not required  fo r  adm ission t o  c o l le g e ,  th at a 
u n it in  any s o c ia l  study p lu s a un it in  American h is to r y  were considered  
s u f f ic ie n t  in  th e  f i e l d  o f s o c ia l  s tu d ie s  far  p u p ils  o f  h igh -sch oo l age 
and th at the making o f one u n it an e le c t iv e  provided stu d en ts w ith  an
opportunity to  s e l e c t  some other su b ject which was more str o n g ly  app ea l-
LOin g  t o  them.
American h is to r y  no longer  vagu^ped. Two u n its  in  th e  s o c ia l  s tu d ­
i e s  cantim m d to  be the minimum requirement for  graduation in  th e  course  
o f  study o f  1937; however, they could  be any two o f  the e ig h t u n its  o f ­
fe r e d . There was no su b ject in  th e  s o c ia l  s tu d ies  f i e l d  which was required
^ O f f i c i a l  P ro c  c o d in g s  o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E d u c a tio n . A ugust 2 4 .
1932 . o p . c i t . . t>. 9.
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to  be s tu d ied  by a l l  s tu d e n ts . H igh-school Supervisor John E. Coxe 
s ta te d  th a t  t h i s  change would make i t  p o ss ib le  fo r  a stu d en t t o  grad­
uate from high sch o o l by o f fe r in g  any two u n its  in  th e  s o c ia l  s tu d ies  
se le c te d  from th e  program o f  s t u d ie s .  He reasoned th a t ,  whereas Ameri­
can h is to r y  i s  a very important stu d y , i t  would be d i f f i c u l t  t o  prove 
th a t t h is  su b ject i s  o f more value t o  th e  student than c i v i c s ,  problems 
o f democracy, econom ics, commercial and in d u s tr ia l geography, or courses  
in  general h is to r y . A lso , many high sch oo ls would p re fer  to  o f fe r  two 
y sa rs o f general h is to r y , which included the story  o f America, rath er  
than t o  d evote  a f u l l  year to  the e x c lu s iv e  study o f American h is to r y . 
Since s o c ia l  problems occupied a p la ce  of such transcendent im portance, 
Mr. Coxe recoimended th a t stu d en ts schedule some form o f s o c ia l  study  
in  each  year o f high s c h o o l . The in d iv id u a l school should be f r e e ,  how­
e v er , to  s e le c t  which s o c ia l  s tu d ie s  would be o ffered  in  th a t s c h o o l .^  
American h is to r y  i s  again req u ired . American h is to r y  was an e le c ­
t iv e  su b je c t  for  f iv e  y e a rs . Demands by p a tr io t ic  and c iv ic  groups 
played a part in  r e s to r in g  American h is to r y  as a required su b ject to  tha 
h ig h -sch o o l curriculum . On October 31 , 1% 1, Superintendent Coxe read  
to  the S ta te  Board o f  Education a r e so lu t io n  addressed t o  him. He in d i­
cated  th a t he had appointed a consult tee  t o  make a stu dy o f  the r e so lu tio n  
and t o  submit a reconmendation as to  what should be done concerning i t .  
The r e so lu t io n  appears below:
WHEREAS, th e  Supreme C ouncil o f  the Ancient and Accepted Scot­
t i s h  R ite s  fo r  the J u r isd ic t io n  holds th a t P u b lic  Schools are  
e s s e n t ia l  t o  th e  su ccess o f American Democracy, and
WHEREAS, th e  Supreme Council b e lie v e s  in  th e  dem ocratic form 
o f government, resp ec tin g  the s a c r i f ic e s  and accomplishments o f 
the people who are resp on sib le  for th is  great n a tio n , and
^ P ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E d u c a tio n . D eceaber 1 9 . 1936.
o p . c i t . .  p . 1A.
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WHEREAS, i t  has come to  our knowledge th a t  the teach ing  o f  
American H istory  in  th e  P ub lic  High Schools i s  no lo n g er, n eces­
s a r i ly ,  a p rescr ib ed  Mandatory sub ject necessary  fo r  graduation ,
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, th a t th e  Grand C on sistory  o f  
L ou isian a , at i t s  regu lar  q u arterly  m eeting convened, dep lores  
more than words can exp ress th e  absence o f  the teach in g  o f Amer­
ica n  H istory as a p rescrib ed  su b ject in  the P u b lic  High Schools 
o f  our s t a t e ,  and f u l l y  r e a l i s e s  th e  great detrim ent to  our edu­
c a t io n a l system  in  t h i s  om ission , and d e s ir e s  and u rgen tly  r e ­
q u ests  th a t th e  tea ch in g  o f  th e  su b ject o f American H istory  in  
our P u b lic  High Schools be r e v is e d , renewed, and again made a 
required su b ject fo r  graduation , and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, th a t a cony o f th ese  r e so lu tio n s  be 
sen t to  th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education and the S ta te  Superintendent 
o f  Education for t h e ir  co n sid era tio n , to  th e  end th a t a t le a s t  
one course in  American H istory be a requirem ent for  graduation  
from every P u b lic  High School in  th e  S ta te  o f  L ouisiana.^*
The S ta te  Board referred  the r e so lu tio n  to the s p e c ia l  committee 
mentioned by Superintendent Coxe.
At the m eeting o f  the S ta te  Board o f  Education on A pril 27, 1942, 
Superintendent Coxe, who f iv e  years e a r lie r  had recommended th a t American 
h is to r y  no longer be a required su b ject sin ce  i t  was o f no more importance 
than any other s o c ia l  stu d y , endorsed and recoranended for anproval the  
requirement th a t a l l  stu d en ts study American h is to r y . He gave as h is  
reasons fo r  th is  req u est th a t h igh -sch oo l p r in c ip a ls  were g e n e ra lly  in  
agreement th a t the requirement of American h is to r y  would g ive  h igh -sch oo l 
stu d en ts a b e t te r  understanding of the fundamental b a s is  o f American de­
mocracy as w e l l  as greater  ap p recia tion  o f i t s  worth. Moreover, c iv ic  
organ iza tion s and p a tr io t ic  bodies subscribed v ig o ro u sly  to  t h i s  view­
p o i n t .^  The S tate  Board o f  Education aoprw ed the recommendation and
^ O f f ic ia l  P roceed inxs o f  the S ta te  Board sL  Educ a tlo n  o f  October 
3 1 . 1941. B u lle t in  Number 469 o f  th e  S ta te  Department o f Education o f  
L ouisiana (Baton Rouge: S ta te  Department of Education o f  L ouisiana, 1941 ),
pp. 60- 1 .
P ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E d u c a tio n . A p r i l  27 .
1 9 4 2 . 2R- S i t . ,  p .  7 .
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Abbr i c a n  h i s to r y  has b sen  a  re q u ire d  co u rse  f o r  g ra d u a tio n  s in c e  t h a t  t im e .
C jv ic a  becomes a  r e q u ir e d  s u b je c t . B eginning w ith  th e  1946-1947 
s c h o o l y e a r ,  a  u n i t  i n  c iv i c s  was re q u ir e d  o f  a l l  s tu d e n ts .  T h is was 
b rough t abou t as a  r e s u l t  o f  demands from  c iv ic  and p a t r i o t i c  groups and 
sc h o o l p r in c ip a l s  f o r  a  g r e a te r  u n d e rs ta n d in g  by s tu d e n ts  o f problem s o f  
governm ent and c i t i s e n s h i p .  T his requ irem en t has rem ained unchanged s in c e  
1% 7.
Extent To Which High Schools Have O ffered Various S o c ia l S tu d ies  S u b jects .
The number o f high sc h o o ls  and th e  percentage o f  the t o t a l  number 
o f  high sc h o o ls  o f fe r in g  variou s s o c ia l  s tu d ie s  s u b je c ts  a t in te r v a ls  
from 1914 to  1956 are presented in  Table 71 .
I I I .  THE DEVELOPMENT OF MATHEMATICS
E volu tion  o f th e  Program o f  S tu d ies in  Mathematics
The v a r io u s  c o u rse s  in  m athem atics and th e  y e a r  in  which each was 
added t o  o r dropped from  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l cou rse  o f  s tu d ie s  a re  p re se n te d  
in  T able V II .
In f lu e n c e  o f th e  C osm ittee  o f Ten and th e  Committee on C o llege  
E n tran ce  R equ irem ents. The re c e m e n d a tio n s  o f  tw o s i g n i f i c a n t  n a t io n a l  
c u rr ic u lu m  s tu d ie s  p o s s ib ly  were fo llow ed  by J .  E . Keepy when he p re p a r ­
ed th e  cov rse  o f  s tu d y  o f 1905* The Committee o f  Ten reconanended a lg e b ra  
I ,  p la n e  geom etry , seco n d -y ear a lg e b ra ,  tr ig o n o m e try , and h l£ ie r  a lg e b ra  
i n  th e  h ig h  s c h o o l s .^  The Committee on C o llege  E n trance  R equirem ents 
recommended f i r s t , - y e a r  a lg e b ra ,  p la n e  geom etry, s o l id  geom etry , p lan e  t r l g -
^ N a tio n a l Education A sso c ia tio n , Report o f  the Committee o f  Ten 
on Secondary School S tu d ies With the Reports o f  th e  Conferences Arranged 
fay Committees qp. c i t . .  pp. 4 6 -7 .
TABLE VI
NUMBERS AND PERCJ9ITAGES OF STATE-APPROVED WHITE PUBLIC 
HIGH SCHOOLS OFFSUNG VARIOUS SOCIAL STUDIES 
SUBJECTS AT INTERVALS FROM 1914 to  1956
1914 -  1915* 1935 -  1936* 1955 -  1956*
Number Percent Number Percent Number Percent
Offering Offering Offering Offering Offering Offering
Subject Subject Subject Subject Subject Subject Subject
Geography 42 30.66 259 71.94 142 39.89
Ancient History 129 94.16 — — 7 1.97
Medieval & Modern 
History 117 85.40 — 5 1.40
Early European History - — — 19 5.28 — —
Modern European 
History --- 19 5.28 --- , ,
General History ---- ---- 226 62.78 248 69.66
American History 131 95.62 346 96.11 355 99.72
Civics 131 95.62 314 87.22 348 97.75
Economics — — 64 17.78 40 11.24
Louisiana Studies — — 62 17.22 — —
Problems of Democracy — — 58 16.11 45 12.64
Vocations — — 2 0.56 — —
Sociology — 41 11.52
^ S ta tis tic s  for 1914-1915 taken froa Annual Report of Inspector of High Schools, Session 1914-1915. 
S ta t is t ic s  for 1935-1936 and for 1955-1956 compiled froa annual reports o f high-school principals on f i l e  
in  high-school section  of the State Department of Education of Louisiana.
TABLE V II
CHANGES IN CURRICULAR OFFERINGS IN MATHEMATICS FCR STATE-APPROVED 
WHITE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF LOUISIANA 1906-1955*
B B B a o H a B a n a
Course Tear Added Tear Dropped
Algebra I 1906
Algebra II 1906
P lane Geometry 1906
Arithm etic 1909 1916
Commercial A rithm etic 1909 1916
S o lid  Geometry 1909
Trigonometry 1909 1916
Secondary A rithm etic 1912 1925
Commercial A rithm etic 1919 1929
A rithm etic 1929 1947
Trigonometry 1929
General Mathematics 1937
B usiness A rithm etic 1947
Senior A rithm etic 1947
♦SOURCE: Courses o f  Study issu ed  by th e  S ta te  Department o f
Education o f L ou isiana.
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onom etry, advanced a lgeb ra , and mathematics rev iew s. In a d d itio n ,  
commercial arithm etic  was recoamended aa an a la o tiv a  course.^* In tha  
eouraa o f 1905 f ir s t -y e a r  algabra, advanced a lgeb ra , and plana geometry, 
ware offered* S o lid  geometry, trigonom etry and commercial arith m etic  
were added to  tha currioulua in  1909* A ll o f  th e se  mathamatica couraaa 
ware recommended by e ith e r  one or both of tha n a tion a l curriculum  com­
mit tea  a atatad above. Arithm etic waa o ffered  in  tha f i r e t  sem ester of 
the eighth  grade aa preparation fo r  algebra which waa begun in  the second 
sem ester. I t  was a c tu a lly  not a new course in  1909 sin ce  i t  had bean 
o ffered  in  the course o f study o f  1905 in  the la s t  year before h igh -  
school work was s ta r te d .
I t  was sta ted  in  the course o f study o f 1909 th at tha mathematics 
courses o ffered  were baaed upon the recommendations o f  the American 
Mathematics S o c ie ty  formulated at a meeting o f  th a t group in  September, 
1902. Theas recommendations were adopted by the C ollege Entrance Ex­
amination Board. A reference was a lso  omde t o  the report o f th e  Committee 
o f T e n .^  The recommendations o f th e se  reports were acknowledged in  th e  
courses o f study u n t i l  1925.
Seoondarv a r ith m etic . An advanced arith m etic  course c a lle d  second­
ary arithm etic was o ffered  for the f i r s t  time in  th e  course of study o f  
1912. The h igh -sch oo l course in  mathematice was d iscu ssed  at th e  h igh- 
school p r in c ip a ls ' conference held in  Baton Rouge on December 9, 1911* 
Dean A. B. Dinwiddie o f the C ollege of Arts and S c ien ces, Tulane Univer­
s i t y ,  urged that more time be given to  a lgeb ra . At the c lo se  of th e
^ N a tio n a l Education A ssociation , Departments o f  Secondary and 
Higher Education, Report o f Committee or C ollege Entrance Requirements 
OP. c l t . .  p . 21.
^ S ta te  Course a t  Study for H igh-Schools o f  L ouisiana. 1909-1913 
op. c l t . . pp. 49-53 .
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d isc u ss io n  a r e so lu tio n  was adopted th a t on e-h a lf year a d d it io n a l work 
in  ar ith m etic  and algebra be c r ^ n ise d  and th a t  e ith e r  one of th ese  
courses be given as an option  w ith  s o l id  geometry in  the eleven th  grade,W  
This recommendation was incorporated in  th e  course o f study of 1912 by 
High-Scbool Inspector Leo Favrot.
Development o f  mathematics under Hjgh-School Inspector C. A, Iv e s .  
191A-1923. In the course o f  study of 1916 no p rov ision  was made fo r  the 
elementary course in  a r ith m e tic , c o m e r c ia l a r ith m etic , or trigonom etry  
among the mathematical o f fe r in g s .
High-School Inspector Ives f e l t  th a t a student ought to  reach the 
h igh -sch oo l department with a reasonable degree of accuracy and r a p id ity  
in  the use o f whole numbers and fr a c t io n s , and a knowledge o f the sim pler 
a p p lica tio n s o f  a r ith m etic . This view a ls o  p reva iled  a t  the h igh -sch oo l 
p r in c ip a ls '  conference o f  1913.^®
Sig>erintendent Harris and High-School Inspector Ives on se v er a l  
occasion s sen t out c ircu la r  l e t t e r s  to  obtain  the opin ions o f  p r in c ip a ls  
and teachers to  help them in  making the course o f study. On Novenfcer 
21, 1913, Superintendent H arris asked h igh -sch oo l p r in c ip a ls  what th ey  
thought of abandoning a l l  elementary su b jects  a t  th e  end o f  the seventh  
grade work and confin ing the e ig i t h  grade to  h igh -sch ool su b je c ts . I f  
they favored t h i s  id e a , algebra and other h igh -sch oo l su b jects  could  be 
begun th e  f i r s t  term of the e ig h t  grade. ^  Apparently th e  p r in c io a ls
^ Report o f  the High School P r ln c lo a ls T Conference. Deemsber 8 -9 .  
S ession  1911-1912. o£ . 2ik*» p . 50.
^% ien n ia l Report of S ta te  Superintendent o f P ub lic  Edy a t ion  of  
Louisiana fo r  l'9Ltt-1915 T P art T i l . (Baton Rouge: Ramiros-Jones P r in tin g  
Co^any,- 1915), p . 24 .
^ C ir c u la r  L etter  Number 36 dated November* 21, 1913 of the S tate  
Department o f  Education o f  L ouisiana.
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favored  the id ea s  o f  Superintendent K arris fo r  a c ir c u la r  l e t t e r  o f  Sep­
tember 12, 1914, informed them th a t ,  as fa r  a s  p o s s ib le , no review s of  
elem entary su b je c ts  should be o ffer ed  in  th e  eigh th  grade, thus e lim i­
n a tin g  ar ith m etic  from the h ig h -sch o o l c u r r i c u l i * .^  The h ig h -sch o o l 
in sp e c to r  thought th a t com nerclal ar ith m etic  should be given only in  
connection  w ith  th e  course in  b ook k eep in g .^  He ad v ised  superintendents
and o r in c ip a ls  t o  perm it on ly  s tu d en ts  in  th e  commercial course to  take
52commercial a r ith m etic . Hence, com eercial ar ith m etic  was dropped from 
th e  o f f s r in g s  in  the f i e l d  o f  m athem atics. Trigonometry was dropped 
from th e  h ig h -sch o o l o ffe r in g s  in  1916 sin ce  th e  f e e l in g  p reva iled  th a t  
the c o lle g e s  should teach th is  cou rse .
By 1919, the inadequacies in  knowledge o f sim ole  ar ith m etic  o r in -  
c ip le s  and procedures on the part o f h ig h -sch o o l stu dents and recent  
h ig h -sch o o l graduates were so  apparent th a t the h igh -ech oo l in sp ector  
decided not to  l im it  conm ercial ar ith m etic  to  stu d en ts o f  the coim tercial 
course but to  perm it any student to  s e l e c t  cormnercial a r ith a m tic . The 
s t a t e  h ig h -sch o o l in sp ecto r  was concerned over th e  rep o rts  o f th e  poor 
r e s u lt s  o f  th e  teach in g  o f  a r ith m etic . His o f f i c e  adm inistered sev era l  
arith m etic  t e s t s  on a s ta te -w id e  b a s is  to  h ig h -sch o o l s tu d e n ts . The 
r e s u l t s  v e r if ie d  tha e a r l ie r  r e p o r ts . Ives appealed t o  teach ers to  f in d  
swans o f  iag>roving th e  s i t u a t io n .  He made th e  fo llo w in g  su ggestion s in
^ C ir c u la r  L etter  Number 119 dated September 12 , 1914 o f th e  S ta te  
Department o f Education o f L ou isian a.
^^ B ie n n ia l R eport o f S ta te  S u p e rin te n d en t o f  P u b lic  E ducation  o f  
L o u is ia n a  f b r  1914-19157"^ a r t  I I I ,  l o c . c i t .
^ C ir c u la r  L etter  Numbm- 234 dated September 9 , 1915 o f th e  S ta te  
Department o f Education o f L ou isiana.
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an e f f o r t  t o  improve co n d itio n s:
Our in v e s t ig a t io n s  l a s t  s e s s io n  show th a t there i s  need fo r  
s p e c ia l  a tte n t io n  t o  th e  work in  a r ith m etic . We su ggest th a t  
continued emphasis be g iven  to  mental a r ith m etic , and th a t e l e ­
mentary p r in c ip a ls  and tea ch ers  p lan  how to  make th e  ar ith m etic  
of th e  grades most e f f e c t iv e .
For a few y e a r s , a t l e a s t ,  i t  seems d esira b le  to  give more 
a tte n t io n  to  a r ith m etic  in  the h igh -sch oo l grades. We s h a l l  
th e re fo re  a llo w  a c r e d it  o f  o n e -h a lf  u n it in  commercial a r ith ­
m etic in  the e ig h th  and n in th  grades, or a c r e d it  o f on e-h a lf  
v n it  in  secondary ar ith m etic  in  the e leven th  grade. These 
c r e d it s  are open to  a l l  stu d en ts w ithout regard t o  the course  
being  taken , but th e  same student may not o f fe r  both su b jects  
in  a r ith m e t ic ."
Changes made in  th e  courses o f  study o f  1925 and 1929. Secondary 
arith m etic  was dropped from the course o f study in  1925. This course  
was deemed unnecessary sin ce  a l l  stu d en ts had t o  study bu sin ess a r ith ­
m etic , f ir s t - y e a r  a lgeb ra , plane geometry, and advanced a lgeb ra . 
Trigonometry was rep laced  in  the curriculum  in  1927 and has been o ffered  
sin ce  th a t tim e .
In th e  course of study o f 1929 ar ith m etic  was placed as an eigh th  
grade su b jec t and commercial ar ith m etic  was abandoned. In e f f e c t ,  t h is  
was a change in  course t i t l e  only as i s  evidenced by the f a c t  th at the 
t i t l e  o f  th e  tex t-b ook  used in  1929 was New E sse n tia ls  o f Business A rith­
m etic  .
In f lu e n c e  o f  th e  Jo in t Commission o f Mathematical A ssoc ia tion  o f  
America and th e  N ational C ouncil o f Teachers o f  M athematics. General 
mathematics was added to  th e  h igh -sch oo l curriculum  in  th e  course o f  study  
o f  1937. Senior arith m etic  and b u sin ess ar ith m etic  were added in  1947, 
when the course e n t i t le d  "Arithmetic" was dropped. The courses o f  study  
o f  1937, 1947, and 1952 were in flu en ced  by th e  recommendations o f  the
^ C ir c u la r  L e tter  Number 1083 dated August 6 , 1920 o f the S ta te  
Department o f Education o f L ou isiana.
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J o in t Commission o f  th e  Mathematical A sso c ia tio n  o f  Aoerica and o f  the  
N ational C ouncil o f Teachers o f M ath em atics.^  I t  was suggested  in  the 
rep ort th a t  gen era l mathematics and f ir s t - y e a r  a lgebra be taught in  the  
n in th  grade, plane geometry in  the ten th  grade, second-year algebra in  
th e  e lev en th  grade, and trigonom etry, s o l id  geometry, socia l-econ om ic  
a r ith m etic  and c o lle g e  algebra in  th e  tw e lfth  grade. I t  wee recoranend- 
ed th a t stu d en ts not going t o  c o lle g e  take a minimum o f  one and on e-h a lf  
years o f mathematics coverin g  general mathematics or a lgeb ra  in  th e  n in th  
grade and socia l-econ om ic a r ith m etic , which i s  the eq u iva len t o f  sen ior  
a r ith m etic , in  the tw e lfth  grade. Students going t o  c o lle g e  should take 
more mathematics according to  the c o lle g e  course they  planned to  pursue 
and to  the requirem ents o f the u n iv er s ity  which they planned to  e n te r . 
These are p r e c is e ly  the o ffe r in g s  in  mathematics which have been in  th e  
course o f  stu d y  s in ce  1947 with the excep tion  th a t trigonom etry and s o l id  
geometry could be taken in  the e leven th  grade as w e l l  as in  the tw e lf th .
Graduation Requirements in  Mathematics
The su b je c ts  o ffe r e d , su b jects  required o f a l l ,  and maximum u n its  
which a student was perm itted to  earn in  the mathematics f i e ld  from 1906 
to  1956 are presented  in  Table V III .
In fluence o f  c o lleg e -en tra n ce  requirem ents. I t  was required in  the
^ J o in t  Commission o f the Mathematical A ssoc ia tion  o f  America and 
o f  the N ational Council o f Teachers o f  M athematics, The P la ce  o f  Mathe­
m atics in  Secondary Education (New York: Bureau o f  " P u b lica tion s,
T eachers' C o lleg e , Columbia U n iv ersity , 1940), po . 101-119.
TABLE m i
STATUS OF CURRICULAR RBQUIRBCEHTS AMD OFFERINGS IN MATHEMATICS FOR 
STATE-APPROVED WHITE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF LOUISIANA 1906-1955*
Period
Total
Unite
Offered
Minima
Unite
Required
Maximal
Unite
Allowed
Subjecte 
Required 
of A ll
Subjecte Offered
1906 -  
1908
2 .5 2.5 2.5 Algebra I 
Algebra II  
Plane Geoaetry
Algebra I; Algebra I I ;  Geometry
1909 -  
1911
5 .0 2.5 4 .5
Arithmetic 
Algebra I 
Algebra II
Arithmetic; Conamrcial Arithmetic; Alge­
bra I ;  Algebra II ;  Plane Geometry;
Solid  Geoaetry; Trigonometry
1912 -  
1915
5.0 2 .5 4 .0
Algebra I 
Algebra 11 
Plane Geometry
Arithmetic; C o ie r c la l  Arithmetic; Alge­
bra I ;  Secondary Arithmetic; Algebra II ;  
Plane Geoaetry; Solid  Geoaetry; Trigmao- 
aetry
1916 -  
1918
4 .0 2 .5 4 .0
Algebra I
Algebra II  
Plane Geoaetry
Algebra I; Algebra II ;  Plane Geoaetry; 
Secondary Arithmetic; Solid  Geometry
1919 -  
1924
4 .5 2 .0 4 .0
Algebra I 
Plane Geoaetry
Algebra I ;  Plane Geometry; Algebra I I ;  
Solid  Geoaetry; Secondary Arithmetic; 
Commrcial Arithmetic
1925 -  
1928
3 .5 3 .5 3 .5
Bueineee Arithmetic 
Algebra I 
Algebra II  
Plane Geoaetry
Bueineee Arithmetic; Algebra I ;  
Algebra I I ;  Plane Geoaetry; Solid  
Geometry
1929 -  
1932
5 .0 2 .5 4 .0
Arithmetic 
Algebra I 
Plane Geometry
Arithm etic; Algebra I ;  Algebra II ;  
Plane Geoaatry; Solid  Geoaetry; 
Trigonometry
TABLE T i l l  (con tinued)
Total Minimus Her!—
P eriod Units Units Units 
Offered Required Allowed
Subjects 
Required 
by A ll
Subjects Offered
1933
1936
5.0 1.0 4 .0 Algebra I Arithmetic; Algebra I; Algebra II ;  Plane Geoaetry; Solid Geoaetry; Trigonometry
1937
1941
6.0 1.0 4 .0 Arithmetic General Mathematics 
or Algebra I
General Mathematics; Arithmetic; Algebra I; 
Algebra II ;  Plane Geometry; Solid Geometry; 
Trigonometry
1942
1943
6.0 3 .0 4 .0 Algebra I Two other units 
selected  froa the 
program of studies
General Mathematics; Arithmetic; Algebra I;  
Plane Geometry; Algebra II ;  Solid Geoaetry; 
Trigonometry
1944
1946
6.0 1.5 4 .0
One and one-half 
units selected  from 
the urogram of 
stu d ies*
General Mathematics; Arithmetic; Algebra 1; 
Plane Geometry; Algebra II ;  Solid Geometry; 
Trigonometry
1947
1955
7.0 1.5 5 .0 One and one-half units selected  from 
the program of 
studies
General Mathematics; Algebra I ;  Plane 
Geometry; Business Arithmetic; Algebra II ;  
Solid  Geometry; Trigonometry; Senior 
Arithmetic
*S0QRCE: Courses of Study issued by the State Department of Education of Louisiana
#Credit not given for General Mathematics and Algebra
ACredit not given for Senior Arithmetic and Business Arithmetic
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eourse o f  stu dy  o f  1905 th a t  a l l  candid ates for  graduation must have 
coopIsted  one and o n e -h a lf  u n its  in  a lgebra and one u n it in  plane geo­
metry . Louisiana S ta te  U n iv ersity , Tulane U n iv ersity , and c o lle g e s  o f  
L ouisiana required  a minimum o f one and o n e -h a lf u n its  in  algebra and one 
u n it in  p lane geometry fa r  adm ission a t th a t tim e . Since preparation  
for  c o lle g e  urns a purpose o f  th e  high s c h o o ls , th e  co lleg e -en tra n ce  r e ­
quires* n ts  were a d e f in it e  in flu en ce  upon h igh -sch oo l o ffe r in g s  in  the  
f i e l d  o f  m athem atics.
Second-year a lgebra no longer req u ired . In  h is  annual report o f  
1919*1920, S ta te  H igh-School Inspector Ives pointed  out th a t on ly  one 
year o f a lgeb ra  would be required fo r  graudation. The second year of 
algebra would be o ffer ed  in  the e leven th  grade for th o se  stu d en ts who 
expected to  go t o  c o l le g e .  This change in  regard to  algebra was made 
in  the in t e r e s t  o f two s e t s  o f stu d en ts—th ese  in tend ing to  go to  c o l­
le g e  and those not in ten d in g  to  continue th e ir  form al education . Those 
not going to  c o lle g e  would have one year o f algebra required to  make 
them acquainted w ith th e  ordinary fundamentals o f th e  su b je c t . They 
could devote the other year t o  sc ie n c e , h is to r y , or some other su b ject  
which would have more value to them than second-year a lg eb ra . The c o l ­
lege-p rep aratory  stu d en t would p r o f it  by having second-year algebra in  
th e  e lev en th  grade, or se n io r  y e a r , a s he would secure a g rea ter  mastery 
o f  i t  and would take up c o lle g e  mathematics fr e sh  from h igh -sch oo l mathe­
m a tics , and thu s would escape the period  o f  floundering and disappointm ent 
commonly found in  freshman because o f  the two-year in te r v a l th a t had ob­
ta in ed  th e r e to fo r e .
^Annual Report o f Louisiana High S ch o o ls . S ession  1918-1919. 
Volume tv  o fB ien n ia l~ R ep o rt o f the S ta te  Sim erlntendsnt o f P u b lic  Edu­
c a tio n  "TBaton Rouge: Ramires-Jones P r in tin g  Corqpany, 1919), Pp. 30-32 .
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High requirem ents In the court*  o f  study o f  1925. Graduation re ­
quirem ents in  mathematics ware h ig h est in  tha coursa o f  study o f  1925. 
Because o f  poor achievement o f  h igh -sch oo l s tu d e n ts , a a p a c ia lly  in  E nglish  
and m athem atics, tha h ig h -sch o o l inapactor f a i t  th a t mors should bs r e ­
quired o f  stud an ts and la s s  should bs a la c ted  by than . So, i t  was rsquired  
in  tha coursa o f  stu d y  o f 1925 th a t in  ordar t o  ba graduated, stu dents  
must have c o n s is te d  th ree  and o n e -h a lf  u n its  in  tha f i e ld  o f  m athem atics. 
These u n its  ware to  ba earned by studying b u sin ess arith m etic  and second- 
year a lgebra in  a d d ition  to  f ir s t - y e a r  algebra and plane geometry which 
ware a lread y  req u ired .
Tha requirement o f b u sin ess arith m etic  was l ik e ly  due to  th e  r e s u lt s  
o f  s e v e r a l t e s t s  adm inistered throughout the s ta t e  a few  years e a r l ie r  by 
C. A. I v e s . The r e s u lt s  in d ica ted  a gen era l lack  of knowledge in  the f ie ld  
o f  cou n erd ia l a r ith m e tic . Ives had recom ended in  1923 th a t a l l  students  
take a course in  bu sin ess arith m etic  in  the e igh th  grade. Superintendent 
H arris, a l s o ,  im plied  th at t h is  course was intended to  prepare stu d en ts not 
only  for  c o lle g e  but for  th e  work o f  l i f e .
The requirement o f second-year a lgebra was explained  by Superintendent 
Harris in  statem ents to  the S ta te  Board o f Education. The S ta te  Superin­
tendent p o in ted  out th a t second-year algebra was required in  order to  make 
i t  p o s s ib le  fo r  a l l  graduates o f  state-approved  high sch o o ls  to  en ter  s t a t e -  
approved c o l le g e s  w ithout c o n d itio n s , and th a t studehbs should take courses 
which were organised  upon sound ed u cation a l bases c a l l in g  for  greater  in ­
t e l l e c t u a l  e f fo r t  and, th e r e fo r e , should r e s u lt  in  a sounder e d u c a t io n ,^
P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  th e  S t a t e  Board o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a ,  March 1 2 ,
1925 (new O r le a n s :  EHoSas M oran' s S ons, p . “ T9.
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Mathematics requirem ents In the course o f study o f 1929. The r ig id  
requirem ents o f a l l  stu d en ts prescrib ed  in  the course o f study o f  1925 
apparently  met w ith  some d is fa v o r . In h is  a m u a l report o f 1928-1929, 
Superintendent H arris s ta te d  th a t experience gained in  try in g  to  adhere 
s t r i c t l y  to  the ra th er  r ig id  course o f  study o f  1925 in d ica ted  the d e s ir ­
a b i l i t y  o f  making more f l e x ib l e  th e  requirem ents o f  th e  various cu rricu la  
by en la rg in g  the f i e l d  o f  su b jects  in  each curriculum  and by provid ing the  
e le c t iv e  fe a tu r e . ^
At i t s  m eeting o f Ju ly  26 , 1927, the S ta te  Board o f  Education ap­
proved th e  fo llo w in g  p lans fo r  mathematics in  sta te^ p p ro v ed  high sch o o ls:
(a ) Regular plan for  p u p ils  going to  c o lle g e :  Eighth g r a d e -
ar ith m etic  (8 -1 ) ;  a lgebra (8^ 2). Ninth grade—a lg eb ra . Tenth 
grade—geometry, (b) O ptional plan for  pig>ils going to  c o lle g e  
Eighth grade—a r ith m etic . Ninth grade—algeb ra . Tenth grade—  
geometry. E leventh grade—a h a lf  year o f advanced algebra or 
s o l id  geometry or trigonom etry; or a f u l l  year o f advanced a l ­
gebra. (c )  Regular p lan  for p u p ils  not going to  c o l le g e .  Eighth  
grade—a r ith m e tic . Ninth grade—a lg eb ra . Tenth grade— g eo m etry ,"
These new requirem ents went in to  e f f e c t  in  th e  1927-1928 sch oo l year and
were p laced  in  th e  course o f stu<fy o f 1929.
P lane geometry no lon ger  req u ired . From th ree  and o n e -h a lf u n its  in
1925, th e  h ig h est number o f  u n its  required in  mathematics fo r  graduation ,
the minimum requirem ents were reduced to  the low est number in  1933, when
on ly  one u n it was required fo r  graduation . P lan e geometry, which had
been taken by a l l  h ig h -sch o o l stu d en ts s in ce  1905 as a requirement for
graduation, was no longsr req u ired . As was mentioned in  th e  preceding
^Annual Report o f  th e  S ta te  Superintendent o f Education o f  L ou isiana. 
S ess io n  1928-1929* B u lle t in  Number 165 of th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education 
o f L ouisiana (Baton Rouge: Ramires-Jones P r in tin g  Conpany, 1929), P . 19.
^ C i r c u l a r  L e t t e r  Number 2356 d a te d  J u ly  2 7 , 1927 o f  th e  S t a t e  De­
p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a .
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ch a p ter , curriculum  making m s  In vogue throughout th e  cou n try . Those 
resp o n sib le  fo r  p r e scr ib in g  th e  h ig h -sch o o l course o f stu dy made numerous 
changss in  the cu rr icu lu n  in  order to  "keep in  l in e  with the tren d  o f cur­
r ic u la  adjustm ents in  other p ro g ressiv e  s t a t e s  o f  th e  Union. . .
S ta te  H igh-School Inspector Trudeau s ta te d  h is  reason s fo r  w ish ing  to  
change graduation requirem ents in  mathematics t o  th e  S ta te  Board o f  Edu­
c a tio n  on August 24 , 1932. He explained  th a t th e  s ix t y  to  seven ty  per­
cent of h i^ i-s c h o o l graduates who did not attend  c o lle g e  should be g iven  
th e  opportunity  to  tak e  cou rses which would prove most b e n e f ic ia l  t o  them. 
P lane geometry would s t i l l  be a v a ila b le  to  thos* who wished to  take i t .
I t  should be l e f t  to  th e  s tu d e n ts , p aren ts, and lo c a l  sch o o l o f f i c i a l s  to  
determine whether or not a student should take plane geometry. Other rea ­
sons g iven  fo r  abandoning th e  lon g-stan d in g  requirement in  plane geometry 
were: ( l )  Many p u p ils , app arently , cannot learn  the su b je c t;  (2) The
time o f th e s e  p u p ils  could be b e tte r  employed pursuing some v o ca tio n a l  
su b ject in  which they are in te r e s te d  a s , for  in s ta n c e , home econom ics, 
conmerce, a g r ic u ltu r e , manual tr a in in g , or such other su b je c ts  as fo re ig n  
languages, s c ie n c e , s o c ia l  s c ie n c e , or any other su b ject more n early  su ite d  
to  th e ir  t a s t e  or a b i l i t y ;  and (3 ) P u p ils  w ith  no aptitu d e for th e  su b ject  
almost always retard  the work of those who have ap titu d e  and fondness fo r  
th e  su b je c t when the former are compelled to  take g e o m etry .^
Algebra no lon ger  required in  1937. One u n it in  mathematics co n tin ­
ued as the requirem ent in  the course o f  study o f  1937; however, the un it
P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a . August
o p . 6-7 .
6QI b i d . .  op . 8 -9 .
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cou ld  be s e le c te d  from any mathematics su b jec t in  th e  program of s tu d ie s . 
The t r a d it io n a l  requirement o f  a lgebra was abandoned* H igh-School Super­
v is o r  John Coxe s ta te d  th a t t h i s  change in  requirem ents would make i t  
p o s s ib le  fo r  a stu d en t to  be graduated w ith  a y e v ' s  stu d y  o f a r ith m etic , 
gen era l m athem atics, or a lg eb ra . Some o f the h igh sc h o o ls  p referred  not 
to  r e q u ir e  th e ir  stu d en ts to  study a lg eb ra . Coxe deemed i t  d e s ir a b le ,  
th e r e fo r e , th a t  by req u ir in g  any one u n it in  mathematics fo r  graduation  
a l l  high sch oo ls could  observe the requirem ents o f th e  S ta te  Department 
o f Education and, a t the same tim e, e x e r c ise  the necessary  freedom in  
cu rr icu la r  o f f e r i n g s .^
The h ig h -sch o o l su p erv iso r , d e s ir in g  t o  know how th e  new req u ire­
ments were being  r ec e iv ed , asked p arish  su p erin ten d en ts, h ig h -sch o o l  
p r in c ip a ls , and h ig h -sch o o l teach ers t o  send him th e ir  answers t o  the  
fo llo w in g  q u estio n s: ( l )  Should th e  S ta te  Board o f Education require o f
a l l  h ig h -sch o o l graduates more than one u n it in  mathematics? (2 ) I f  you 
favor req u ir in g  a l l  graduates t o  o f fe r  two u n its  in  m athem atics, in  what 
su b jec ts  should t h is  c r e d it  be required? (3 ) Do you favor a llow in g  any 
sch oo l or p arish  sch oo l system the p r iv ile g e  o f  req u ir in g  c r e d it  in  mathe­
m atics over and above the requirem ent f ix e d  by the S ta te  Board o f  Education? 
In other words, a f t e r  the minimum requirement o f  t h i s  Department have been  
met should in d iv id u a l p a r ish es or sch o o ls  be empowered t o  require a d d it io n a l  
c r e d it  for  grad u ation ?^
By a c ir c u la r  l e t t e r  o f  Ju ly  12 , 1933, Coxe review ed the problem o f
^^ P roceedings o f the S ta te  Board o f  Education. December 19. 1936. 
op. c l t . .  P. 1A.
^ C ir c u la r  L e tter  Number 1060 dated May 23 , 1933 of the S ta te  
Department o f Education o f L ou isiana,
mathematics requirem ents and presented  th e  op in ion s o f  sch o o l personnel 
as expressed  in  answers to  the above q u estio n s:
From the tim e o f  th e 'esta b lish m en t of our system  o f  secondary 
sch o o ls  u n t i l  com paratively r e c e n t ly , th e  h ig h -sch o o l curriculum  
was la r g e ly  determined by c o lleg e -en tra n ce  requirem ents. Even 
though many o f  the high sc h o o ls  in  Louisiana have from th e begin­
n in g  o ffered  v o ca tio n a l and o ther exp loratory  c o u r se s , the domi­
n a tin g  in flu en ce  o f  th e  c o l le g e s  has p e r s is te d . For exaop le , as 
l a t e  a s  1932, stu d en ts pursuing courses in  a g r icu ltu re  and home 
economics were required  to  have c r e d it  in  both a lgebra and geome­
tr y  in  order to  graduate from high sc h o o l.
In 1932, th e  S ta te  Department of Education reduced the r eq u lre -  
nmnts, making i t  p o s s ib le  far  a student to  graduate w ith  a minimum 
o f  one u n it in  algebra o n ly . In 1936, the presen t m ini nun req u ire­
ment o f  one u n it in  any mathematics su b ject was adopted by th e  S ta te  
Board o f  Education. The in creased  f l e x i b i l i t y  in  graduation require  
w n t s  came about la r g e ly  as th e  r e s u lt  o f  a growing c o n v ic tio n  
throughout th e  country th a t c o lleg e -en tra n ce  requirem ents should  
be planned to  meet to  a g rea ter  ex ten t th e  varied  n eed s, in t e r e s t s ,  
ans a p titu d es  o f the stu d en ts . Then, to o , in v e s t ig a t io n s  have shown 
th a t su ccess  in  c o lle g e  i s  nrt,» dependent upon th e  p a r tic u la r  p a ttern  
o f su b je c ts  pursued in  high sc h o o l as upon the sc h o la s t ic  su ccess  
achieved and the h a b its  o f  thought and study developed in  th e  pur­
s u i t  o f th o se  su b je c ts .
The trend toward f l e x i b i l i t y  in  h ig h -sch o o l requirem ents has 
not mat with th e  approval o f  a l l  o f  our c o lla g e  p e o p le . R ecen tly , 
r ep re sen ta tiv e s  o f th e  mathematics departmsnts o f some Louisiana  
c o lle g e s  and u n iv e r s it ie s  requested  the S ta te  Department o f  Edu­
c a tio n  to  r e e s ta b lish  the requirement o f  a minimum o f one u n it in  
algebra and one w i t  in  geometry. These r e p r e se n ta tiv e s  s ta te d  that 
s in c e  the removal o f  the requirem ent o f two u n its  in  m athem atics, 
there had come about a d i s t in c t  low ering o f  the q u a lity  o f work 
done in  mathematics by c o lle g e  s tu d e n ts . They fw th s r  claim ed th a t  
th e  inh eren t p r a c t ic a l  value o f  mathematics j u s t i f i e d  the req u ire ­
ment o f algebra and geometry o f  a l l  h ig h -sch o o l graduates en ter in g  
co lleg e ,® 3
Coxe came to  the fo llo w in g  con clu sion s and made the fo llo w in g  recom­
mendations :
In view  o f  th e  sharp d iv is io n  o f opin ion among the secondary  
sch oo l fo rc es  rev ea led  in  connection with the h igh -sch oo l mathe-
^ C ir c u la r  L etter  Number 1086 dated Ju ly  12 , 1938 o f  th e  S ta te  
Department o f Education of L ouisiana.
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m atics requirem ents, i t  would undoubtedly be unwise at t h i s  tim e 
to  change th e  p r e sc r ip tio n  in  t h i s  f i e l d .  (240 fo r  more than one 
u n it;  119 a g a in s t)
P r io r  t o  th e  r e c e n tly  granted r e la x a tio n  in  th e  graduation r e ­
quirem ents, th ere  was such c r it ic is m  o f a r ig id  program by those who 
dea ired  more f l e x i b i l i t y .  While a m ajority  o f the sch o o l p r in c ip a ls  
voted in  favor o f  r e s to r in g  th e  o ld  requirem ents, the p r in c ip a ls  o f  
many o f  the la r g e s t  and stro n g est h igh  sch oo ls in  the S ta te  preferred  
to  continue the present f le x ib le  program. . . .
P reparation  fo r  c o lle g e  i s  recognised  a s  a d e f in i t e  need for the 
student who w i l l  go t o  c o l le g e .  However, our study has shown th a t  
on ly  on e-th ird  o f  h igh -sch oo l graduates are going to  c o l le g e .  I t ,  
th e r e fo r e , seems u n fa ir  t o  force  a l l  stu d en ts in  high sch o o l to  pur­
sue co lleg e-p rep a ra to ry  s tu d ie s  when other co v rses would be o f more 
p r a c t ic a l  v a lu e .
In studying the e f f e c t  of th e  recen t changes upon th e  program o f  
s tu d ie s  o f secondary sch oo l s tu d e n ts , i t  was found th a t 19 o f  every  
20 graduates in  sp rin g  had earned c r e d it  for  a t l e a s t  two u n its  in  
m athem atics. . .
Mathematics requirem ents r a ised  In 1942. In a l e t t e r  to  Superintendent 
Coxe dated A pril 2 4 , 1942, Ewers requested  th at two u n its  in  mathematics 
be required for  graduation . He exp la in ed  th at t h is  recommendation was 
made on ly  a f te r  he had met w ith p arish  superintendents and h ig h -sch o o l 
p r in c ip a ls  in  variou s p arts o f  th e  s ta te  and had obtained th e ir  op in ion s.
He recaanended s p e c i f ic a l ly  th a t two u n its  in  general mathematics be re ­
quired and th a t th e s e  two u n its  be the second and th ird  years o f the 
th ree -y ea r  jun ior high sch o o l mathematics co u rses . The requirem ents could  
be met by th ose  a lready in  high sch oo l by ta k in g  general mathematics in  
th e  e ig h th  grade and f ir s t - y e a r  a lg eb ra . Ewers s ta te d  th a t c r it ic is m s  
were r ec e iv ed  from c o lle g e  o f f i c i a l s ,  h igh -sch oo l p r in c ip a ls , m ilita r y  
a u th o r it ie s ,  and ind ustry  to  the e f f e c t  th a t the one-year requirement 
in  h ig h -sch o o l mathematics was in s u f f ic ie n t  to  prepare students adequate-
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1 y  fo r  th e  a c t i v i t i e s  in  which they would engage upon lea v in g  high  
sc h o o l. He f e l t  th a t h is  recommendation, i f  put in to  e f f e c t ,  would 
f o r t i f y  th e  mathematics background, would provide opportunity fo r  ad ­
d ition a l d r i l l  and exp erien ce  in  g e n e r a lis in g , both o f  which are  in c id e n ta l  
to  a minimum preparation  in  mathematics on the h lgh -ech oo l l e v e l . ^
S i^ erin ten d en t Coote urged adoption o f Ewers's recommendations to  th e  
S ta te  Board o f Education on A pril 27 , 1942. Dr. Rufus C. H arris moved 
th a t th ree  u n its  in  mathematics be required in stea d  o f tw o. A ll o f  the  
board membars except Walker W. T eek e ll and Morgan W. Walker favored the  
three u n it mathematics r eq u irem en t.^  No s p e c if ic  mathematics su b jects  
were mentioned a s b ein g  req u ired . The h igh -sch oo l su perv isor  s e t  f i r s t -  
year a lgebra and any two o f  the other mathematics su b jects  s e le c te d  from 
th e  program o f s tu d ie s  as a ccep ta b le .
Mathematics requirem ents lowered in  1944. The above requirem ents 
remained in  e f f e c t  on ly  two years* The S ta te  Board o f Education on June 
2 6 , 1944 approved new graduation requirem ents in  mathematics provid ing  
th a t students anmt complete any one and o n e-h a lf u n its  se le c te d  from the
program of s tu d ie s  except th a t c r e d it  would not be given fo r  both general
67mathematics and a lgeb ra . This requirement has p e r s is te d  in to  the pre­
sen t .
Extent To Which High Schools Have O ffered Various Mathematics Subjects
The number o f  high sch oo ls and the percentage o f  th e  t o t a l  number o f  
high sc h o o ls  o f fe r in g  various mathematics su b je c ts  a t  in te r v a ls  from 1914 
to  1956 are presen ted  in  Table IX.
^^Proceedings o f th e  S ta te  Board o f Education. A pril 27 . 1942. op. c i t . ,p p .5  
66I b id . ,  p . 7 .
o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a . June 26 . 1944.
o p . c i t . .  p .  13 .
TABLE H
NUMBERS AND PERCENTAGES OF STATE-APPROVED WHITE PUBLIC 
HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING VARIOUS MATHEMATICS 
SUBJECTS AT INTERVALS FROM 1914 to  1956
1914 -  1915* 1935 -  1936* 1955 -  1956*
Subject
Number
Offering
Subject
Percent
Offering
Subject
Number
Offering
Subject
Percent
Offering
Subject
Ni^>er
Offering
Subject
Percent
Offering
Subject
Algebra I _ 137 _ _ 100.00 348 96.67 346 97.19
Algebra II 137 100.00 195 54.17 281 78.93
Plane Geometry 131 95.62 350 97.22 295 82.87
Solid  Geometry 30 21.90 19 5.28 __ 47 13.20
Trigonometry 11 3.06 70 19.66
Secondary Arithmetic 111 81.02
Senior Arithmetic _ 193 54.21
Commercial Arithmetic 31 22.63 67 18.82
Arithmetic 328 91.11 _
General Mathematics — — — — 189 53.09
♦ S ta tis t ic *  for 1914-1915 taken from Annual Report o f Inspector of High Schools, Session 1914-1915. 
S ta t is t ic s  for 1935-1936 and for 1955-1956 compiled from annual reports o f high-school p rin cip a ls on f i l e  
in  high-school section  o f the State Department o f Education o f Louisiana.
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IV. THE DEVELOPMENT OF SCIENCE
The E volution o f the Program o f S tu d ies In Scienc«
The sc ien ce  su b je c ts  and the year in  which each was added to  or was 
drooped from th e  h igh -sch oo l curriculum  are presented in  Table X. The 
curriculum  has undergone fewer changes w ith regard to  sc ie n c e  su b jec ts  
than w ith  regard to  th e  su b je c ts  in  any other academic f i e l d .  Only three  
new sc ie n c e  su b je c ts  have been added to  the h ig h -sch o o l curriculum  s in ce  
1906 although four o f the o r ig in a l su b je c ts  have been abandoned.
In flu en ce o f the Camm|frt»« o f Ten and th e  Committee on C ollege En­
tran ce  Requirem ents. P h y s ic a l geography, botany, aoo logy , P hysio logy , 
chem istry and p h ysics were o ffered  in  th e  course of stu dy of 1905. There
were numerous s im i la r i t ie s  between the sc ien ce  su b je c ts  a c tu a lly  o ffered
and the recommendations o f the Comnittee on C ollege  Entrance Requirements 
and o f the Committee o f  Ten. The Conanittee on C ollege Entrance Require­
ments recommended p h y sic a l geography in  the f i r s t  year, botany and zoology
or e i t h e r  botany or zoology in  the second y ea r , physics in  th e  th ir d  year ,
AAand chem istry in  the fourth y ea r . The sc ien ce  su b je c ts  in  the course 
o f study o f  1905 were the same as those s e t  fo rth  in  th ese  reconm endations. 
The only d e v ia tio n s  from them were in  the grade placement o f  su b je c ts .  
Botany was o ffered  in  the second sem ester o f  the f i r s t  year rath er than 
in  the second year and physiology was o ffered  in  th e  second y ear . The 
reconmendations o f  the Committee o f  Ten included other sc ien ce  su b jects  
in  a d d it io n  to  a l l  o f the su b je c ts  o ffered  and s ta te d  th a t the s e le c t io n  
and order o f  sc ien ce  su b jects  might be varied  to  s u it  the needs or c i r ­
cumstances o f d if fe r e n t  sc h o o ls .
^ N a tio n a l Education A sso c ia tio n , Departments o f  Secondary and Higher 
E ducation, Report o f Committee on C ollege Entrance Requirements. op . c i t . .  
P . 2 3 .
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TABLE X
CHANGES IN CURRICULAR OFFERINGS IN SCIENCE SUBJECTS FOR STATE-APPROVED 
WHITE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF LOUISIANA 1906-1955*
Course Year Added Year Dropped
P h y s ic a l Geography 1906 1925
Botany 1906 1925
Zoology 1906 1925
P h ysio logy 1906 1925
Chesdstry 1906
P h y sics 1906
B iology 1925
General Science 1925
P r e f l ig h t  A eronautics 1947
♦SOURCE: Courses o f Study issu ed  by th e  S ta te  Department o f Education
o f  Louisiana
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That tha reconmendations o f  n a tio n a l educational organ izations in ­
fluenced  the sc ien ce  o ffer in g s  i s  evidenced by the fa c t s  th a t the S ta te  
Department o f  Education required stu dents o f  physics and studerits o f chem­
i s t r y  to  conduct experiments recommended by ed u cation a l organ izations  
at the n a tio n a l l e v e l .  Students o f p h ysics were required to  oerform and 
w rite  up th ir t y - f iv e  experiments in  h ea t, sound, l ig h t ,  e le c t r ic i t y  and 
mechanics. These experim ents were to  be se le c te d  from a l i s t  suggested  
by the S ta te  Department o f  Education or from a l i s t  suggested by the Col­
leg e  Entrance Examination B o a rd .^  A lso , a given number o f experiments 
were to  be worked and w ritten  up in  chem istry and other sc ie n c e s . They 
were to  be s e le c te d  from the l i s t  prepared by the Committee on Chemistry 
of th e  Science Department o f the N ational Education A ssoc ia tion . The 
s ta te  h igh -sch ool in sp ector  sometimes required th e  notebooks to  be se n t  
to  him fo r  in sp e c tio n , or he or h is  a s s is ta n ts  would v i s i t  schools to  
in sp ect the notebooks. This p ra c tic e  was abandoned by 1933 when th e  cur­
r i c u l u m  was g rea tly  l ib e r a l iz e d .
In fluence o f the Committee on Reorganization o f Science in  Secondary 
S ch ools. In the course o f study of 1925 a l l  o f the sc ien ce  courses except 
p h ysics and chem istry were dropped and c o ix ses  in  b io logy  and general 
sc ien ce  were added. Although no reference could be found in  the course  
o f study o f 1925 that the recommendations o f  a n a tion a l source were f o l ­
lowed, i t  appears th a t the sc ien ce  courses suggested in  1920 by the
^ S ta t e  Course o f Study for  High Schools o f L ou isiana. 1909-1913. 
o p . c i t . .  p . 65.
70I b id .,  p.  68.
Committee on R eorganisation  o f Science in  th e  Secondary Schools were 
fo llo w ed . T his group recomnended th a t general sc ien ce  be taught in  the  
f i r s t  year; b io lo g y , botany or zoology in  th e  second year; and chem istry  
and p h ysics  in  th e  th ir d  and fourth  y e a r s .^  This was n r e c is e ly  what 
was o ffer ed  in  th e  c o ir se  o f  study o f 1925 in  th e  way o f  sc ien ce  su b je c ts .
Reasons g iven  by the h ig h -sch o o l in sp ecto r  fo r  reducing the nimber 
o f sc ie n c e  su b jec ts  ware as fo llo w s: to  o f fe r  courses which would pre­
pare stu dents not only fo r  c o lle g e  work but a lso  for  d u tie s  o f l i f e ,  
to  minimise th e  c o s t  o f  the tex t-b ook  b i l l  of stu d en ts and t o  minimize 
c o s ts  so as t o  permit p a r ish es o f lim ited  means to  support sta te -ap p rov ­
ed high sc h o o ls  w ithout th e  expense o f  employing numerous s p e c ia l  teachers
P y e f l j gjit a e ro n a u tic s . The only  other change in  th e  sc ien ce  sub­
j e c t s  was th e  a d d itio n  in  1942 o f a course in  p r e f l ig h t  a ero n a u tics . This 
course was added to  the curriculum a s a r e su lt  o f  the need for  a v ia to rs  
and workers in  th e  f i e l d  o f  a v ia tio n  which was brought about by World War 
I I .  R. R. Ewerz, d ir e c to r  o f in s tr u c tio n  and su perv ision  o f  the S tate  
Department o f Education, attended a conference held  by th e  Southeastern  
Committee on A viation  around the middle o f 1942. The conference recom­
mended th a t a course in  p r e f l ig h t  aeron autics be taught in  high sc h o o ls .
Ewers appeared before the S ta te  Board o f  Education on August 17, 1942, 
and, on b eh a lf o f  Superintendent Caxe, requested that th e  high sch o o ls  o f
* 0 .  W. C aldw ell and Clarence D. K ingsley, Re or gan lzat io n  o£ Science  
in  Secondary S ch oo ls. Department o f  In te r io r , United S ta te s  Bureau o f  Edu­
c a tio n , B u lle t in  tim ber 26 (Washington: Government P r in tin g  O ffic e , 1920)
p p . 2 2 -4 .
^ L o u is ia n a  S ta te  Coir se o f Study and Manual o f A dm inistration fcr  
Approved High Schools (Baton Rouge: Ramires-Jones P r in tin g  Company, 1925)
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th e  s ta te  be perm itted to  in clu d e in  t h e ir  curriculum  for  th e  ten th  and 
e lev en th  grades an e le c t iv e  c o ir se  in  p r e f l ig h t  aeron au tics for one unit 
in  mathematics cr sc ie n c e . The course was to  c o n s is t  o f  standard u n its  
along the l in e s  suggested  by the United S ta te s  O ffice  o f  Educ at ion  in  
L e a fle t  Number 63 e n t i t le d  " P reflig h t Aeronautics in  Secondary S c h o o ls ." ^  
This request was approved by the S ta te  Board o f  Education and p r e f l ig h t  
aeron au tics has been a s  an e le c t iv e  sc ien ce  course s in c e  th en .
Graduate**] Requirements in  Science
The su b je c ts  o f fe r e d , th e  minimum u n its  and su b je c ts  required for  
graduation, and th e  maximum u n its  perm itted in  the f i e l d  o f  sc ien ce  are  
presented  in  Table XI. The entry o f the sev era l sc ien ce  su b je c ts  was con­
sid ered  in  th e  previous s e c t io n . An in crease  in  th e  number o f sc ien ce  
u n its  o ffered  and th e  number o f su b jec ts  a stu dent might e le c t  g en era lly  
brought an in crea se  in  the maximum number o f sc ien ce  u n its  a student 
might o f f e r  toward m eeting graduation requirem ents.
The minimum sc ie n c e  requirements o f  a l l  stu d en ts have been lowered 
c o n s is te n t ly  from 2 .8  u n its  in  1906 to  one u n it in  1956; and from P hysi­
c a l  geography, botany, zoo logy , p h ysio logy , p h y s ic s , and chem istry in  
1906 to  any one sc ien ce  su b je c t  in  1956.
Requirements p r io r  to  1925. In the c o ir se  o f study o f  1905 th sr e  was 
a s in g le  curriculum  and a stu d en t was required to  study e»ch o f the sc ien ce  
o f fe r in g s .  In the c o ir se  o f  study o f  1909 there were three c u r r ic u la . 
P h ysio logy  was not required s in ce  i t  was taught as a part of the zoology  
cou rse . Students in  the ccorvercial curriculm n were not required to  pursue
^^ P ro c e e d in g s  o f  S ta t e  B oard o f E d u c a tio n . A ugust 17 . 19*2 . B u l l e t in
Number *92 o f  th e  S ta te  D epartm ent o f e d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a  (B aton  Rouge:
S ta t e  D epartm ent o f E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a , 1 9 4 2 ) , p p . 2 -5 .
tabu  n
STATUS o r CDBKXCUXAB EBqUIMttWS AMD 0R K I B  I I  SCHTCB SUBJECTS FOR
s tm - A F m m  m m  public h k s  schools o r  io tn s im  1 9 0 6 - 1 5 5 5 *
Period
to ta l
B olts
o ffered
3il MX1mThdtoAllowed
Sdbjeeto
Boqslred
by A ll
Subjects u ffered
II 1 k*e 2*6 2 .8 Physical tavgroytay; botany; zoology; 
Physiology;
Physics; C hm istry
Physical Geography; ostaay) zoology; 
CtaM istry; HqrM.es; Physiology
1909 -  
1912
3 .« 2Jt 3 .8 th y slea l Oeograpfcy; Botaqyi zoology; 
physics
Physical Oeography; Botany) zoology; 
rbyslcs; f la a le try ; rlqroLoiogy
1913 -  
192i»
$•5 2*0 U.o Oss physical science; Om  a a t e t i  science
Physical Geography; Botssyi Zoology; 
Physics; (jl*s*lsirjj Physiology
192l> -  
1928
1|«U 2«0 l»«o Biology)
th w d stry  o r B p le s
otology) Cboslstry) rhysics; Osasrai 
Science
1929 -
1932
1*.0 2.0 U.0 * Qsosrai Science; 
C boslstry o r riqrsles
Biology; Qsosrai science; Ctaenistryj 
Physics
1933 -  
1936
kM 1«0 li«0 Qsosrai Science or Biology
Bloiogy; Qoasral Seioaoo; Choaletry; 
Physics
1937 -  
191*6
5*o 1 .0 1*.0 Oos Unit soloctod Area too pragm a 
o r studios
Biology; Osasrai oclenee; ih sa is lry ) 
Physies; P re flig h t A eronautic^
191*7 -  
1956
5 .0 1.0 k*Q
0ns Unit solootod 
fro* tb s pragm a 
o f  studies*'
Biology; Osasrai science; C heatstry; 
Physics; rrefL igh t Aeronautics
•NBWKt Cotnrsss o f  stody l« w d  By d ts is  D spsrtasnt o f  Bdocotjoa. 
Jp m flig b t A oronaitics no t allowed as roqairod svtojoct. 
ftw flig h t Aeronaut i cs added in  191*2.
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chem istry. A requirement for  graduation in  th e  course o f  study o f 1913 
was th at a student have earned one u n it in  a n a tu ra l sc ien ce  and one u n it  
in  a p h y sic a l sc ien ce*  This requirement continued u n t i l  the course o f  
study of 1925.
Science require—n ts  in  th e  course of study of 1925. In the course
o f  study o f  1925 the two u n it minimum requirement in  th e  sc ien ces urns
maintained and th e  requirement was continued th a t one u n it be in  a b io ­
lo g ic a l  sc ien ce  and one in  a p h y sica l s c ie n c e . Since botany, so o lo g y , 
and physiology had been dropped in  favor o f  a course in  general b io lo g y , 
a l l  stu d en ts were required to  study b io lo g y . However, studeribs in  the  
genmral course d e s ir in g  t o  take more than two years o f  a foreign  language 
were perm itted t o  su b s t itu te  a fo re ig n  language for  b io lo g y . To earn  
a u n it in  th e  p h y sica l s c ie n c e s , students could choose t o  study e ith e r  
chem istry or p h y sic s . In a d d itio n , a l l  stu d en ts except th ose  in  the 
commercial course were required t o  tak e  the new course in  general s c ie n c e .
Science requirements and the course o f  study o f 1929. Two u n its  in
sc ien ce  continued to  be required u n t i l  1933. In 1929, general sc ien ce  
replaoed b io logy  as a requirem ent. The f e e l in g  was th at i t  would be bet­
te r  fo r  a student to  have a year o f general sc ien ce  work to  introduce  
him to  a knowledge o f some necessary every-day s c ie n t i f i c  fa c ts  and phe- 
noswna and a t  th e  same time acquaint him w ith  a working knowledge o f  
laboratory  methods than to  have a y e a r 's  study o f  b io lo g y .
P hysics and chem istry no longer req u ired . Cownencing in  1933, stu ­
dents were required to  earn far  graduation only one un it in  the sc ien ce  
f i e l d .  This requirement has remained unchanged. The course o f study o f  
1933 required th at e ith e r  general sc ien ce  or b io logy  be studied  by a l l  
stu d en ts .
1*5
The b e l ie f  th a t  education  should cater to  the needs and In te r e s ts  
of th e  in d iv id u a l c h ild  seemed to  permeate th e  ed u cation a l philosophy of  
th e  m ajority o f American educators in  charge o f operating the system o f  
p u blic  education . Superintendent Harris was apparently among t h is  group. 
Mr. Harris s ta te d  to  the S ta te  Board o f Education on August 2*, 1932 that  
the h igh -sch oo l course of study should be l ib e r a l is e d  and th at th e  e x i s t ­
ing  course contained too many required su b je c ts . He expressed the opinion  
th at i t  would be w ise to  reduce th e  number o f required su b jects and to  
in crease the number o f e le c t iv e s .  He urged th a t n e ith er  chemistry nor 
p h y sic s , e ith e r  or both o f which had been required s in ce  the beginning  
o f th e  state-approved  high sch oo l in  L ouisiana, should be required any 
lon ger . He pointed out th a t very few c o lle g e s ,  none in  L ouisiana, re­
quired th ese  su b jects fo r  adm ission. Moreover, many p u p ils were not 
in te r e ste d  in  th s e s  su b jects  w hile they were s in c e r e ly  in te r e ste d  in  a 
number o f other s u b j e c t s .^  The S tate  Board approved the request th at  
e ith e r  general sc ien ce  or b io logy  must be studied to  earn the one un it 
in  sc ien ce  required fo r  graduation.
P resent ^guirem ent o f  one u n it in  any sc ien ce  s e t  in  1937. In 
1937 the requirement was changed from one u n it in  e ith e r  b io logy  or 
general sc ien ce  t o  a un it in  any sc ien ce  o f fe r in g . The reason fo r  th is  
change was expressed in  a l e t t e r  from High-School Supervisor Coxe to  
S\g>erintendent Harris which i s  quoted below:
The present requirement in  the sc ie n c e s  i s  that one un it e ith e r  
in  b io logy  or in  general sc ien ce  must be offered  for  graduation.
as o f  S ta te  Board o f Education. August 2* . 1932
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The proposed change would make i t  p o ss ib le  for a student to  
graduate with a c r e d it  o f one un it in  any sc ie n c e . We b e lie v e  
th a t i t  would be p o s s ib le  fcr  a student to  graduate by o f fe r ­
in g  as h is  sc ien ce  requirement not only a un it in  b io logy  or 
general sc ie n c e , but a un it in  chem istry of p h y sic s . Undoubt­
e d ly , th ese  la t t e r  su b jects  are as valuable as b io logy  or 
general s c ie n c e .75
T his requirement continues in  e f f e c t  a t  th e  present tim e.
deten t To Which High Schools Have Offered Various Science S u b jects.
The nvmiber o f high sch oo ls and the oar cent age of the t o t a l  number 
o f  high sch oo ls o ffe r in g  various sc ien ce  su b jects  at in te r v a ls  from 1914 
to  1956 are presented in  Table XII.
71. THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE FOREIGN LANGUAGES
E volution of The Program o f  S tu p e s  in  Foreign Languages
The fore ign  language courses and the year in  which each was added 
to  or dropped from the course o f  study are presented in  Table X III.
In fluence o f the Conmittee o f Ten and the Cp«w^  on C ollege En­
trance Requirements. In the course of study o f  1905 high sch oo ls could  
o ffe r  three years o f  Latin and two years o f  French. Latin was required  
and French was an e le c t iv e  course. In th e  course o f study o f  1909 s t a t e -  
approved high sch oo ls were authorised t o  o ffer  in  add ition  t o  the above 
su b jects two years o f Greek, three years of German, two years o f Spanish 
and a th ird  year o f French.
The fore ign  language courses authorised to  be o ffered  in  the high  
sch oo ls in  the above courses o f study aopear to  have been in  accordance
^^P ro c ee d in g s  o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E d u ca tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a . December
1 2 , 1936 . op . c l t . .  p .  15.
TABLE I I I
NUMBffiS AND PERCENTAGES OF STATE-APPROVED WHITE PUBLIC 
HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING VARIOUS SCIENCE SUBJECTS 
AT INTERVALS FROM 19L4 to  1956
1914 -  1915* 1935 -  1936* 1955 -  1956*
Subject
Nvmber
O ffering
Subject
Percent
Offering
Subject
Number
Offering
Subject
Percent
O ffering
Subject
Nuaber
O ffering
Subject
Percent
Offering
Subject
P h ysica l Geography 28 20,44 - - - - - - - mmiw - - - - m - -r -
Botany 133 97.06 - - - - »  w - - - - - - -
Zoology 100 72.99 - - - - - - - m  a
P hysiology 96 70.07 - r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
Chemistry 90 65.69 299 63.06 317 69.04
Physics 100 72.99 60 16.67 107 30.06
Biology 329 91.39 329 92.42
General Science ----- ----- 326 90.56 . m t . . . . . . . . . . . 68.20
♦ S ta tis t ic *  for 1914-1915 taken from Annual Report o f Inspector of High Schools, Session 1914-1915. 
S ta t is t ic s  for 1935-1936 and for 1955-1956 c a v i le d  fro* annual reports o f h igh-school p rin cip a ls on f i l e  
in  high-school section  o f  the State Department of Education of Louisiana.
£
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TABLE X I I I
CHANGES IN CURRICULAR OFFERINGS IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE SUBJECTS FOR 
STATE-APPROVED WHITE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF LOUISIANA 1906-1955*
Course
Year
Added
Year
Dropped Course
Year*
Added
1906 Spanish I I 1919
L atin  I I 1906 L atin  IV 1929
L atin  I I I 1906 French IV 1929
French I 1906 Spanish I I I 1933
French I I 1906 Spanish IV 1933
French I I I 1909 German I 1933
Greek I 1909 1916 German I I 1933
1909 1916 German I I I 1937
German I 1909 1916 German IV 1937
German I I 1909 1916 I ta l ia n  I 1937
I l l 1909 1916 I ta l ia n  II 1937
Spanish I 1909 1916 I ta l ia n  I I I 1937
S oenlah  I I 1909 1916 I ta l ia n  IV 1937
Spanish I___ 1919 _
♦SOURCE: Courses o f  Study Issued  by the S ta te  Department of
Education o f Louisiana
^Subjects in  t h i s  column have remained in  th e  curriculum .
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w ith  recommendations o f  the Committee o f  Ten and of the Committee on 
C ollege Entrance Requirements. Reference was nade in  the course of
study o f 1909 to  both o f th e se  rep orts with regard to  the teach in g  o f
7 6L atin and Greek, and to  the report of th e  Committee o f Twelve o f  th e
Modern Languages A ssocia tion  of America with regard to  the teaching o f
French, Spanish and German.^ This la t t e r  report was accepted by the
C onnittee on C ollege Entrance Requirements.
The Committee o f  Ten suggested four years each of L atin , French,
7 f tand German; and three years o f  G reek.f The Comnittee on C ollege En­
tran ce Requirements suggested four years o f Latin and three years each
7 0
o f French, German, Spanish, and Greek. I t  was not the in te n t o f e ith er  
o f th e se  committees th a t every high sch oo l o f fe r  a l l  o f  th e  suggested  
su b je c ts . I t  was reconnended th a t depending upon s i s e  and upon the 
needs o f  p u p ils , sch oo ls should s e le c t  fo re ig n  languages from those  
recommended.
In a c tu a l i t y ,  few sch oo ls in  Louisiana o ffered  Greek, German or 
Spanish. In the course o f  Study o f  1916 they  were om itted from the pro­
gram o f  s tu d ie s  and three years o f Latin and three years o f French were
S ta te  Course o f Study for High Schools o f  L ouisiana. 1909-1913. 
o p . c l t . .  p . 43 .
77Ib id . .  p . 44 .
7®National Education A ssoc ia tion , Report o f  th e  Committee o f Ten on 
Secondary School Studls •  With the Reports o f the Conferences Arranged by 
th e  Committee. c i t . ,  p . 3 7 .
^ N a tio n a l Education A ssoc ia tion , Departments o f Secondary and 
Higher Education, Report of the Comnittee on C ollege Entrance R eguire- 
c i t . ,  pp. 6 i-1 2 5 .
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auth orized  t o  be o ffered  by high s c h o o ls .
Teaching o f  Spanish encouraged. Two years o f  Spanish were added 
to  th e  program o f  s tu d ie s  in  1919. H igh-School Insp ector Ives gave rea­
sons fen* return in g  Spanish to  the curriculum  in  th e  c ir c u la r  l e t t e r  
quoted below:
With the ex cep tio n  o f  one or two sc h o o ls , \g> to  the present 
tim e Spanish has not been taught in  our high sc h o o ls . In v iew  
o f th e  p rosp ects  o f  an in creased  intim acy in  th e  commercial r e ­
la t io n s  between our country and th e  other cou n tr ies o f  America 
to  th e  south o f u s , i t  seems d e s ir a b le  th a t Spanish should be 
taught in  our largsr  high s c h o o ls , e s p e c ia l ly  in  such as have a 
commercial departm ent. In th ese  sch oo ls i t  might be w e ll to  
make Spanish a required su bject in  th e  com nercial cou rse , and 
provided a teach er  can be secured, I  a d v ise  th a t Snanish be 
taken up during the coming s e s s i o n .^
Developments in  fo re ig n  languages from 1922 to  1933. P rov ision  
was made in  th e  course o f  study o f  1929 for a fourth  year o f L atin  and 
French. Four years o f L a tin , four years o f  French, and two years o f  
Spanish continued to  be th e  fo re ig n  language o ffe r in g s  u n t i l  1933, when 
two years o f  German were au th orized . The teach in g  o f th e  German la n ­
guage had been p rev io u sly  p roh ib ited  in  any p u b lic  or p r iv a te  sch oo l by 
a l e g i s la t iv e  a c t in  191S,®^
A dditions made in  cou rses o f study o f 1933 and 1937. Two years 
o f German and two a d d itio n a l years of Spanish were authorized in  1933 
so  th a t the high sch oo ls o f  Louisiana could o f fe r  four years each o f  
L a tin , French and Spanish; and two years o f  German. That the fo re ig n  
language o f fe r in g s  fo r  Louisiana high sch o o ls  were in  l in e  with the
^ C ir c u la r  L etter  Number 654 dated June 14, 1913 o f the S ta te  
Department o f  Education o f  L ouisiana.
^ ^ C irc u la r  L e t t e r  Number 679 d a te d  S e p te n b e r  4 ,  1913 o f  th e  S ta te
D epartm en t o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a ,
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o ffe r in g s  in  o ther s ta te s  i s  evidenced by a stu d y  made in  1932 which
revea led  th a t the fo re ig n  languages o ffered  in  a t  le a s t  ten  percent o f
the high sch o o ls  in  each o f  fo r ty  s ta te s  were L a tin , French, Spanish,
62and German.
Two more years o f  German and four years o f I ta l ia n  were provided  
for  in  th e  course o f  study o f 1937. Thus the fo re ig n  language o f f e r ­
in g s have been u n t i l  th e  p r e sen t, namely, four years each in  L atin , 
French, German, Spanish, and I t a l ia n .
Graduation Requirements in  Foreign Languages
The su b je c ts  o ffe r e d , the minimum number o f  u n its  and su b je c ts  
required fo r  graduation , and the maximum u n its  perm itted in  the foreign  
language f i e l d  are presented  in  Table XIV. The in trod u ction  o f the fo r ­
e ign  languages to  the h igh -sch oo l curriculum  was considered  in  the pre­
v iou s s e c t io n . An in crea se  in  the number o f u n ite  o f fore ign  languages 
a v a ila b le  and th e  in crease  in  e le c t iv e s  g e n e ra lly  led  t o  an in crease  in  
th e  maximum u n its  a student might earn in  the fo re ig n  languages.
In flu en ce  o f  c o lieg e -en tra n ce  requirem ents. In th e  course o f study  
o f 1905* a l l  stu d en ts were required to  study Latin during each year o f  
high sch o o l. With the in trod u ction  o f  sev era l s o e c ia l  cu rr icu la  in  the  
course o f study o f  1909* the requirement th a t a l l  students study Latin  
was abandoned. The course of study o f  1909 required th at a l l  stu d en ts  
study a t l e a s t  two years o f e ith e r  L atin , French, German, Spanish or 
Greek. A purpose of the h igh sch oo l a t t h i s  time was to  prepare students
®^A. K. Loom is., Edwin S. L ide, and B. Lamar Johnson, The Program 
o f  S tu d ie s . B u lle t in , 1932, Number 17, N ational Survey o f Secondary 
Education Monograph Number 19 (Washington: Government P r in tin g  O ff ic e ,
1933), P . 135.
TABLE XIV
STATUS OF CURRICULAR RBQUIRaCENTS AND OFFERINGS IN FOREIGN LANGUAGE SUBJECTS FOR 
STATE-APPROVED WHITE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF LOUISIANA 1906-1955*
Period
Total
Units
Offered
HI n l—a
Uhits
Required
M audn
Uhits
Allowed
Subjects 
Required 
of A ll
Subjects Offered
1906 -  
1906
3 .0 1 .9 3 .0 Latin I; Latin II  
Latin in
Latin I ;  Latin I I ;  Latin I I I ;  French I; 
French I I ;  French III
1909 -  
1911
13.0 2 .0 3 .0
Two units se lected  
from program of 
studies
Latin I ;  Latin I I ;  Latin i n ;  French I;  
French II ;  French I I I ;  Spanish I ;  Spanish I I  
Greek I;  Gr^ek I I ;  German I; German II ;  
German III
1912 -  
1915
13.0 0 .0 4 .0 None
Latin I ;  Latin II ;  Latin I I I ;  French I;  
French I I ;  French I I I ;  Spanish I ;  , 
Spanish I I ;  Greek I ;  Greek II ;  German I ;  
German II : German III
1916 -  
1918
6 .0 0 .0 4 .0 None Latin I ;  Latin I I ;  Latin I I I ;  French I;  
French I I :  French in
1919 -  
1928
8 .0 0 .0 4 .0 None Latin I ;  Latin n ;  Latin I I I ;  French I;  
French II ;  French IH ; Spanish I ;  Spanish II
1929 -  
1932
10.0 0 ,0 4 .0 None Latin I ;  Latin I I ;  Latin i n ;  Latin 17; 
French I;  French II ;  French I I I ;  French IV; 
Spanish I: Spanish I I
1933 -  
1936
14.0 0 .0 6 .0 None
Latin I ;  Latin II ;  Latin I I I ;  Latin 17; 
French I;  French II ;  French I I I ;  French 17; 
Spanish I; Spanish I I ;  Spanish i n ;  Spanish 
IV: German I :  German II
1937 -  
1955
20.0 0 .0 4 .0# None
Latin I ;  Latin I I ;  Latin in; Latin IV; 
French I;  French I I ;  French I I I ;  French IV; 
Spanish I; Spanish I I ;  Spanish I I I ;  Spanish 
IV; German I; German I I ;  German I I I ;  German 
IV; I ta lia n  I ;  Ita lia n  II ;  I ta lia n  I I I ;  
Ita lia n  17
♦SOURCE: Courses o f Study Issued by the State Department o f Education o f Louisiana.
#A u r i i M  of seven units allowed between 1937 and 1%6.
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fo r  c o l la g e .  Tulane U n iv ersity  and Newcomb C ollege req uired  two u n its  
in  L a tin , French, or Gennan for  adm ission; and Louisiana S ta te  U n iv ersity  
required one u n it In a modem language, L a tin , or Greek, except th a t no 
fo re ig n  language c r e d it  was required  for  adm ission to  th e  C ollege o f  
A g ricu ltu re .
Foreign language study required  only  in  c o lle g e  HDreparatorv cou rse . 
In th e  course o f  study o f 1912 the regu la tion  th a t a l l  stu d en ts had to  
take a fo re ig n  language was abandoned. High-School Inspector Leo Favrot 
explained  th a t many patrons o f  th e  high sc h o o ls  demanded v o ca tio n a l  
courses in v o lv in g  manual a c t i v i t i e s  and a content o f  inform ation lmme- 
dla te ly  and p r a c t ic a l ly  se r v ic e a b le ;  and that th e  economic con d ition s  
made an urgent demand upon the high sc h o o ls  to  hold boys and g ir l s  in  
sch oo l lo n g er . In view  of th ese  denmnds, i t  was decided th at v oca tion a l 
su b jects  would rep lace  fo re ig n  languages in  c e r ta in  c u r r i c u l a , ^  i n 
th e  l i t e r a r y  and the com aercial cu rr icu la  two u n its  in  a fore ign  lan  -  
gts^S were s t i l l  req u ired . V ocational su b je c ts  rep laced  fore ign  languages 
in  the other c u r r ic u la .
Mo fo r e ig n  language required in  1933. I t  was required in  each course  
o f  stu d y  p r io r  to  1933 th a t a l l  stu dents in  the co llege-p rep ara tory  course  
take a t le a s t  two years o f a fo re ig n  language. In th e  course o f study o f  
1933 a fo r e ig n  language was not required in  any curriculum . I t  l e f t  the  
matter o f whether or not a student should study a fo re ig n  language to  
th e  stu d e n t, h is  p aren ts, and the P r in c ip a l. They wars encouraged to  
check th e  adm ission requirem ents o f  the u n iv e r s ity  which a stu dent p lan -
®^Leo M. Favrot, Supplement to  and R evision  o f  the S ta te  Course of 
Study fo r  High Schools o f  L ou isian a . op. c i t . . p . T .
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ned to  a tten d  upon graduation from high sch o o l to  determ ine whether or 
not a student should study a fo re ig n  language. This p r a c tic e  has con­
tin u ed  and s t i l l  e x is t s  tod ay .
Extent To Which High Schools Have O ffered Various Foreign Languages.
The number o f high sch o o ls  and the oercentage o f th e  t o t a l  m nber  
o f  h igh  sch ools o f fe r in g  various fore ign  languages a t  in te r v a ls  from  
1914 to  1956 are presented  in  Table XV.
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TABLE XV
NUMBERS AND PERCENTAGES OF STATE-APPROVED WHITE PUBLIC 
HIGH SCHOOLS OFFERING VARIOUS FOREIGN LANGUAGE 
SUBJECTS AT INTERVALS FROM 1914 to  1956
1914 -  1915* 1935 -  1936* 1955 -  1956*
Number P v o e n t Number P e rc e n t Number P e rc e n t
S ub jeo t O ffe rin g O ffe rin g O ffe rin g O ffe rin g O ffe rin g O ffe rin g
S u b je c t S ub jeo t S ub jeo t S u b jec t S u b jec t S u b jec t
L a t in  I 93 67.88 137 38.06 37 10.39
L a tin  II 86 62.77 130 3 6 .U 32 8.99
L a tin  I I I 75 54.74 25 6 .% 4 1.12
L a tin  IV — — 10 2 .98 1 0 .28
French I 36 26.28 163 45.28 82 23.03
French II 30 21 .90 159 44.17 54 15.17
French III 17 12 .41 17 4 .7 2 4 1.12
French IV — 8 2.22 1 0 .28
Spanish  I - — — 46 12.78 53 14.89
Spanish  II — - — 41 11.39 40 12.36
Spanish  I I I — . — 13 3 .61 6 1.69
Spanish  IV — — 8 2 .22 2 0.56
German I — — 2 0.56 — --------------
German II — 2 0.56 — ■  A M
German II I — — 2 0.56 — --------------
German IV — — 2 0 .56 — --------------
I t a l i a n  I — — 3 0.83 — --------- ----
I t a l i a n  I I — — 3 0.83 --------------
I t a l i a n  I I I . . . 2 0.56 — --------------
I t a l i a n  IV — — — — 2 0 .5 6
♦ S t a t is t ic s  for  1914-1915 taken from Annual Raport o f Inspector o f  
High S ch ools, Session  1914-1915. S t a t i s t i c s  for 1935-1936 and fo r  1955- 
1956 oosgdled fro *  annual rep orts o f h igh -sch oo l p r in c ip a ls  on f i l e  in  
h igh -sch oo l s e c t io n  of the S ta te  Department of Education of L ouisiana.
■ r n j o ro w , m w m i r o  
m o  m m n  m  a o w m  f f t  m i
CHAPTER IV
TH.C DEVELOPMENT OF THE VOCATIONAL EDUCATION CURRICULUM FOR STATE-APPROVED 
WHITE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF LOUISIANA, 1906-1955
The fo llo w in g  su b ject groups ere considered in  th e  v oca tion a l ares: 
b u sin ess education , a g r ic u ltu r e , hone economics, and in d u s tr ia l education . 
The development of th e  curriculum  in  each v o ca tio n a l subject group w i l l  
be presented by con trastin g  each course of study with the one im nediately  
preceding i t  to  determine when new su b jects entered or e x is t in g  su b jects  
were dropped from the curriculum . The fin d in gs arrived a t  as a r e su lt  o f  
a study o f  c ir cu la r  l e t t e r s  o f the S ta te  Department o f Education, annual 
rep orts o f th e  S ta te  Department o f Education, proceedings of the State  
Board of Education, p e r io d ic a l l i t e r a tu r e ,  and in stru c tio n s acconpanying 
each course o f  study w i l l  be summarised to  show d e f in ite  and p o ssib le  
in flu en ces  upon t h is  phase of the development o f th e  h igh -sch ool cu rr ic ­
ulum. The ex ten t to  which high schools o ffered  the vocation a l su bjects  
a t in te r v a ls  from 1906 to  1956 w il l  be shown by means of data obtained  
from annual reports o f the S ta te  Department o f  Education and from other  
sou rces.
I .  DEVELOPMENT OF THE CURRICULUM FOR BUSINESS EDUCATION
E volution o f the Program o f  Studie s In Business Education
The commercial su b jects and the year in  which each subject was added 
to  or was dropped from the curriculum for state-approved public  high  
sch oo ls for  White youths of Louisiana are presented in  Table XVI.
Commercial su b jects have been a part o f  the curriculum sin ce  the  
f i r s t  state-approved high schools follow ed a prescribed course o f study.
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TABLE XVI
CHANGES IN CURRICULAR OFFERINGS IN BUSINESS EDUCATION FOR STATE- 
APPROVED WHITE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF LOUISIANA 1906-1955*
Subject Year Added Year Drooped
Bookkeeping I ........................................................... 1906
Stenography and Typewriting I  ....................... 1906 1912
Conmercial A r ith m e t ic ......................................... 1909 1947
Bookkeeping I I ...........................  . . . . . . . 191® 1941
Stenography and Typewriting I I ....................... 1909 1912
Economics ................................................................... 1909 1925
Conaaercial Geography............................................. 1909 1929
Conmercial Law.................................... ...................... 1909 1925
Stenography I  ........................................................... 1912 1929
Typewriting I  .......................................................... 1912
Stenography I I .......................................................... 1925 1929
Shorthand I  . . ...................................................... 1929
Shorthand I I ............................................................... 1929
Commercial Law.......................................................... 1929 1941
Commercial and In d u str ia l Geography . . . 1933 1941
Junior Business T rain ing .................................... 1933 1941
O ffice  P r a c tic e  ...................................................... 1933 1941
Salesmanship and A d v ertis in g ........................... 1933 1941
Conmercial E n g lish ................................................. 1933 1941
Buying and S e l l in g ................................................. 1941
C le r ic a l P r a c t i c e ................................................. 1941
B usiness Law............................................................... 1941
General B u sin ess ...................................................... 1941
B usiness A rithm etic ............................................. 1941
B usiness E n g lish ...................................................... 1941
O ffice  Machines ...................................................... 1952
B usiness P r in c ip le s  ............................................. 1952
Geography . . . . . .  ........................................ 1952
Economics ................................................................... 1952
Bookkeeping I I .......................................................... 1952
♦Source: Courses o f study Issued  by th e  S ta te  Department o f
Education o f  L ouisiana
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In th e  course o f stu d y  o f  1905 p ro v is io n  was made fo r  e le c t iv e  courses  
in  bookkeeping and in  stenography and ty p e w r itin g . These commercial 
o ffe r in g s  as e le c t iv e s  in  th e  c o ir s e  o f study o f  1905 were in  accord  
w ith  the recommendations o f  th e  Committee o f  Ten which, w h ile  l i s t i n g  
only bookkeeping and corasercial ar ith m etic  as commercial o f fe r in g s , sug­
gested  th a t other commercial su b je c ts  might be provided as e lec tiv es .^ *
A commercial curriculm a added in  1909. A separate  commercial cu rr ic ­
ulum was authorised  in  the course of stu d y  o f 1909. Courses in  com nercial 
a r ith m etic , econom ics, conm ercial geography, com nercial h is to r y , and com­
m ercia l law were added. Reasons for  th e  a d d itio n  o f  a s p e c ia l  com nercial 
curriculum  and fo r  an in creased  number o f su b jects  in  t h i s  f i e l d  are 
found in  view s expressed by educators o f  th e  tim e. P rior  to  the course  
o f study o f  1909 th e  h igh -sch oo l curriculum  had p rim arily  a c o l le g e -  
preparatory fu n c tio n . The opinion th a t p u b lic  h igh  sc h o o ls , which were 
in crea sin g  in  number and b ein g  made a v a ila b le  t o  more young p eop le , should  
ssrv e  a lso  th o se  stu d en ts who d id  not plan to  go t o  c o lle g e  was being  ac­
cepted w id ely . This view  was expressed a t the conference o f  parish  super­
in ten d en ts o f p u b lic  education  held in  Baton Rouge on December 10-12 , 1908. 
V. L. Roy advocated th at s in c e  th e  prime purpose o f the high sch oo l should  
be t o  q u a lify  a student for  the work he wished to  fo llo w  a f te r  f in is h in g  
th e  p u b lic  sch oo l cou rse, th ere  should be a v a r ie ty  o f su b je c ts  w ith more 
e le c t iv e s  to  meet the in d iv id u a l needs and in t e r e s t s  o f s tu d e n ts . H i£ i-  
sch oo l p r in c ip a ls  throughout th e  s ta te  expressed the view th a t  th e  course
1N ational Education A sso c ia tio n , Report o f the Comnittee o f Ten on 
Secondary School S tu d ies w ith the Reports o f  the Conferences Arranged by 
th e  Comm ittee  (New York: American Book Company, i8 9 4 ) ,  p . 49 .
%*fpcaadlnga o f  th e  Conference o f P a rish  Superintendents o f P u b lic  
Education. December 10-12 . 1906 a t Baton ftouge. L ou isian a. (Baton kouge:
The New Advocate, 1909}, P• S .
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o f  study should bo adjusted  t o  the needs o f  ch ild ren  who would never go 
to  c o lle g e  rath er  than to  preparing stu d en ts for  c o lle g e  e x c lu s iv e ly .
S ta te  H igh-School In sp ector  Weber vies o f the opin ion  th a t courses  
should be added to  the curricu lum  which would prepare studeribs fo r  b u si­
n ess p o s itio n s*  He b e lie v e d , however, th a t a student pursuing a conm ercial 
curriculum  should study su b jec ts  which would broaden h is  general under­
stan d in g  o f s o c ia l ,  econom ic, and p o l i t i c a l  problems as w e ll  as su b jects  
o f a pu rely  v o ca tio n a l n a tu re . As a r e s u l t  o f h is  co n v ic tio n  commercial 
h is to r y , econom ics, conm ercial geography, and co iasercia l law were in tr o ­
duced in  1909* He viewed th e  m atter as fo llo w s:
The conm ercial course has equal value w ith the other c o u rses .
To prevent a wrong im pression in  the minds o f c e r ta in  p u p ils  
always look in g  for  th e  path o f l e a s t  r e s is ta n c e , th e  number o f  
hours per week has been increased  in  th e  l a s t  two y e a r s . To 
g ive  th e  course the same content and c u ltu r a l value as th e  l i t ­
erary course i s  another reason  for the a d d it io n a l p er io d s. T his 
i s  as i t  should b e . B usiness oourses ought not to  be made the  
gateway by which th e  in d o len t and the s lu g g ish  seek to  gain th e  
staap o f  approval from a reputable high sc h o o l.
. . . Nothing sh ort of a four year cou rse , o f fe r in g  a broad 
tr a in in g  in  E n g lish , m athem atics, and h is to r y  w ith  a sp e c ia l  
knowledge o f  b u sin ess su b jec ts  fo r  the im m ediately su c c e ss fu l  
f i l l i n g  o f  b u sin ess p o s i t io n s ,  d eserves reco g n itio n  a s a com­
m ercia l c o ir s e  in  a h igh  sch o o l.
The conm ercial course ought t o  be instrum ental in  keeping  
in  our high sc h o o ls  boys and g i r l s  who see no s p e c ia l  advantage 
in  c o n s is t in g  the l i t e r a r y  cou rse. . . .  The south and c e n tr a l  
p o rtio n s o f  Louisiana w ith a m ajority  o f  the population  speaking  
French e a s i ly  have th e  advantage in  preparing boys fo r  p o s it io n s  
as customs house in sp ec to rs  in  the C entral and South American 
c o u n tr ie s . A study o f Spanish and German would add to  such pre­
p a ra tio n . I f  th e  opening o f  the Panama Canal w i l l  g iv e  to  the  
southern p ortion  o f  the M iss iss ip p i V alley  the b u sin ess e n ter ­
p r is e s  p r e d ic te d , the conm ercial courses ought to  have even 
greater  co n sid er a tio n .3
^S. E. Weber, Problem s o f  Approved High Schools,"  Journal o f  
P roceedings and Addresses o£ £fce E ighteenth Annual M eeting £!£. L o u is i­
ana S ta te  P u b lic  School Teachers* A sso c ia tio n  Held at A lexandria. A pril 
1 -3 . 1909 (L ouisiana S ta te  P u b lic  School Teachers* A sso c ia tio n , 1909), 
pp. 117 -9 .
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Zsif £ i w g .a  aa^e to  SSBSSESlSi ourricu lun  from 1202 t o  1222*
In the in trod u ction  to  the course o f  study o f  1912 High-School 
In sp ector Favrot s ta te d  th a t the commercial courses organised in  1909 
had met th e  demands f u l ly  in  many p arts o f th e  s t a t e .  In the course o f  
study o f 1912 cosm ercia l h is to r y  was dropped, typ ew ritin g  and stenography  
were prescribed  as two sep arate  courses ra th er  than as a combined cou rse, 
and stenography was made an e le c t iv e  cou rse . The required number o f  
u n its  in  commercial courses fo r  graduation was reduced from four to  
th r e e . These changes were recormnended by the h igh -sch oo l p r in c ip a ls  
a t  th e ir  conference on December 9, 1911.**
In 1919 an advanced course in  bookkeeping was added. Since i t  was 
p rescr ib ed  in  the course o f  study o f  1919 th at stu d en ts were not to  be 
graduated upon th e  b a s is  o f  a l i t e r a r y ,  canm ercial, or some other c u r r ic ­
ulum but upon the b a s is  o f  the h igh -sch oo l u n its  com pleted, no student 
was required to  take a cosm ercial s u b je c t . A maximum o f  four u n it s ,  
however, could be earned in  com sercial su b jects  toward graduation.
A commercial curriculum  was r e in s ta te d  in  the course of study o f  
1925. The t i t l e  o f the course "Conmercial A rithm etic” was changed to  
"Business Arithm etic" and was placed in  th e  mathematics o f fe r in g s . The 
courses in  economics and commercial law i« re  not o ffe r e d , and the course  
in  conm ercial geography was placed in  th e  s o c ia l  sc ien ce  group. A 
second year in  stenography could be o ffered  by high sc h o o ls . Reasons 
given  by Superintendent H arris for th ese  changes were: (1 ) to  p resen t
h ig h -sch o o l courses that would prepare stu d en ts not only  for  c o lle g e  
but for  the d u t ie s  o f  l i f e !  (2) to  minimise the c o s t  o f the tevtbook
- Report o f the H igh-School P r in c ip a ls 1 C onference. December 8-9, 
S ess io n  1911-1912 (Baton Rouge: Randres-Jones, undated), p . 43 .
b i l l  o f s tu d en ts; (3 ) to  enable p a r ish es o f  l im ite d  m an s t o  support 
state-approved  high sc h o o ls  w ithout the expense of employing numerous 
s p e c ia l  tea ch ers; and (4 ) to  perm it a student to  e l e c t  a course of  
study rath er  than su b jects  o f study.^
Students in  the conm ercial course were required to  take one year  
o f  typ ew ritin g  and two o f  stenograohy, or t o  take two years o f book­
keeping. They cou ld , i f  they d e s ir e d , earn f iv e  u n its  in  th ese  o ffe r in g s  
In ad d ition  stu d en ts in  the commercial course were required to  study  
b u sin ess arith m etic  and commercial geograohy which had form erly been 
considered  in  th e  conm ercial f i e ld  but were considered in  the course  
of study o f 1925 as mathematics and s o c ia l  sc ien ce  su b jects  r e sp e c t iv e ­
l y .
In the course o f  study of 1929 the t i t l e  o f th e  course "Stenorraphy" 
was changed to  "Shorthand." Conmercial law was aga in  o ffe r e d , and eco ­
nom ics, although l i s t e d  in  the s o c ia l  s tu d ie s  f i e l d ,  could be counted as 
a conm ercial su b je c t .
Commercial curriculum  broadened in  1933. The high sch o o ls  o f  
Louisiana were perm itted by th e  course o f  study o f  1933 to  o ffe r  the  
fo llo w in g  commercial su b je c ts  in  ad d ition  to  th ose  a lready authorised  
to  be taught: com nercial and in d u s tr ia l  geography, o f f ic e  p r a c tic e ,
ju n ior  b u sin ess t r a in in g , salesm anship and a d v e r tis in g , and ccu n erc ia l  
E n g lish .
High-School Supervisor Trudeau gave th e  fo llo w in g  s p e c i f ic  reasons  
to  the S ta te  Board o f  Education f o r  h is  request th a t the above commercial 
su b je c ts  be added to  th e  h igh -sch oo l course o f study: (1 ) The f i e ld  was
^M inu tes o f  a  M eeting  o f  th e  S t a t e  Board o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  March 1 2 .
1925 (B aton  Rouge: S ta t e  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a ,  19257, o
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widened to  meet p r e v e ilin g  bu sin ess co n d itio n s;  (2 )  The courae o f  study  
o f  1929 was to o  r e s t r ic t iv e ;  (3 ) The demand for  a r ic h e r  course was 
g e n e ra lly  widespread; and (4) The courses requested  were e le c t iv e  and 
not req u ired .^
I t  was c o n s is te n t  w ith th e  p r e v a ilin g  ed u cation a l ph ilosophy o f the  
day th a t th e  commercial curriculum  should be expanded. In a l e t t e r  to  
Superintendent H arris dated August 12 , 1932, Trudeau explained  in  a 
general way why he d esired  an enriched and broader curriculum ;
With the view o f  keeping in  l in e  w ith the trend o f  cu rr icu la  
adjustm ents in  other p rogressive  s ta te s  o f th e  Union, and o f  
provid ing  a more e l a s t i c  and p r a c t ic a l  program of s tu d ie s  for  
th ose  p u p ils  not going to  c o l le g e ,  and, a t  th e  same tim e, main­
ta in in g  the more tr a d it io n a l  and formal fea tu re s  o f  th e  present 
program fo r  the b e n e f it  o f  th o se  who are going to  c o l le g e ,  the  
High-School D iv is io n  o f  the S ta te  Department o f  Education r e -  
s p e c t fu l ly  proposes and reconmsnds c e r ta in  changes in  the pre­
s e n t ly  authorised  h ig h -sch o o l curriculum  and program o f  s tu d ie s ,  
some o f sa id  changes being a d d it io n s , o th ers e lim in a tio n s , and 
s t i l l  o thers a change o f  placement of a few su b je c ts  in  the  
c our s e . . . .
Other reason s for the in trod u ction  o f  the new commercial courses 
can be derived from the course o f study o f  1933. P rogressive  commercial 
teach ers for  a number o f years had recogn ised  th e  d e s ir a b i l i t y  o f  a 
course th a t would meet the needs o f  p u p ils  who were undecided as to  what 
typ e o f  conm ercial work they would pursue and, a t th e  same tim e, would 
provide them w ith inform ation th at would be valuable r eg a r d le ss  o f  the  
s p e c ia l  conm ercial vocation  they planned t o  fo llo w . The course in
A
Junior b u sin ess tr a in in g  was o ffered  t o  f i l l  t h i s  need.
O f f ic ia l  Proceedings o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education. August 24 . 
1932. B u lle t in  Number 235 of S ta te  Department o f Education o f  Louisiana  
(Baton Rouge: Ramires-Jones P r in tin g  Company, 1932), p . 10 .
^I b id . .  po. 6 -7 .
g
C o u rses o f  S tu d y  f o r  L o u is ia n a  High S c h o o ls . B u l l e t i n  Number 259
o f  S ta te  D epartm en t o f E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a ,  (New O r le a n s :  Thomas J ,
M o ran 's  S o n s, 1933)# PP. 1 8 0 -1 .
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The course in  conm ercial and in d u s tr ia l  geogranhy was o ffered  to  
crea te  in te r e s t  in  the commercial and in d u s tr ia l w orld , to  heln students  
gain a knowledge o f the resources of the various o a r ts  o f the world and 
the geographic con d ition s con trib u tin g  to  su ro lu s , communication, and 
ease of tran sn orta tion ; to  gain an understanding of th e  p r in c ip le s  
governing commerce, to  gain a world p ersp ective  from the standpoint o f  
markets and to  e lim in a te  the preju d ices growing out o f is o la t io n  and 
s e l f - s u f f ic ie n c y ,  and to  see America and her resources in  r e la t io n  to  
world markets and other economic factors.*^
The course in  o f f ic e  p ra c tice  was introduced to  orepare pupils  
d ir e c t ly  for  o f f ic e  p o s itio n s  by g iv in g  them a knowledge o f f i l i n g  and 
o f f ic e  procedures, and to  tr a in  them in  the use o f  o f f ic e  machines, b i l l ­
in g , f i l l i n g  in  le g a l  forms, b i l l s  o f la d in g , e t c . 10 The course in  
salesmanship and a d v e r tis in g  was designed to  introduce sen iors to  two 
a ttr a c t iv e  l in e s  o f  work which might open up p o ss ib le  f i e ld s  o f employ­
ment a f te r  graduation .11 The commercial English course had for i t s  
purpose to  g ive  the p u o il s p e c ia lis in g  in  conmercial su b jects  such Eng­
l i s h  tra in in g  as would enable him to  f u l f i l l  s a t i s f a c t o r i ly  the demands 
12o f  h is  employer.
Several referen ces were made in  th e  course o f  study o f 1933 to  a 
report o f  1919 o f the Comnission on th e  Reorganisation o f Secondary
i O lbid. .  p . 193.
11Ib ld . .  p . 195. 
^ I b i d . .  p . 197.
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Education. In t h is  rep ort i t  was recommended th a t cou rses in  commercial 
E n g lish , in d u s tr ia l  and commercial geography, a d v e r tis in g  and salesman­
sh ip , o f f i c e  p r a c t ic e ,  and f i r s t  le s so n s  in  b u sin ess be o ffered  in  the  
commercial curriculum  o f  a high s c h o o l .^  The grade placement o f  the  
su b jects  by the course o f  study of 1933 corresponded w ith th e  su ggestion s  
in  th e  above r ep o r t.
A new o b je c t iv e  o f bu sin ess ed ucation . I t  was in d ica ted  in  th e  course  
o f study o f 1929 th a t the two purposes o f  the commercial curriculum  were 
t o  prepare stu d en ts fo r  c o lle g e s  o f  commerce and b u sin ess adm in istration  
and fo r  p o s it io n s  in  th e  bu sin ess world. During the decade from 1930 
to  1940 a new idea  as to  the purpose o f b u sin ess education  was accepted  
by many* This concept was th at c e r ta in  phases o f b u sin ess education  
should not be s t r i c t l y  v o ca tio n a l or c o lle g e  preparatory but should be 
an in te g r a l part o f the gen era l education  o f a l l .  In h is  annual report 
for  1940-1941 S ta te  Superintendent of Education Coxa in d ica ted  th a t b u si­
n ess education contributed  to  the general education  o f  stu d en ts , and that 
th ere  was an urgent need for  a l l  c i t iz e n s  t o  understand and ap p rec ia te  
the p la ce  o f  b u sin ess in  a democracy and to  have a fundamental knowledge 
o f  b u sin ess a g e n c ie s , s e r v ic e s ,  methods and b a ses , The s ta te  su pervisor  
o f  commercial education in  th e  in trod u ction  to  a su ggested  cu rr icu la r  
guide in  b u sin ess education in  L ou isian aTs high sc h o o ls  in  1943 referred
^ N a tio n a l Education A sso c ia tio n , Commission on the R eorganization  
o f  Secondary Education, B usiness Education in  Secondary S ch oo ls. B u lle t in  
1919, Number 55» Department o f  I n te r io r , Bureau o f Education (W ashington: 
Government P r in tin g  O ff ic e , 1919), Pp. 16-B.
^N in ety-S econ d  Annual Report o f the S ta te  Superintendent o f  Education  
fo r  S ess io n  1940-1941. B u lle t in  dumber 453 of S ta te  Department o f  Q u e s t io n  
o f  L ouisiana (Baton Rouge: S ta te  Department o f Education o f L ouisiana,
19 41 ), PP. 69 -70 .
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t o  a report o f  the Educational P o l ic ie s  C onnission in  which i t  was 
sta te d  th at v o c a tio n a l b u sin ess education  should be taught a s an in ­
t e g r a l  part o f the orogram made a v a ila b le  fo r  young p eo p le , and th a t  
th ere  was no good reason why in  i t s  ad m in istra tion  t h i s  phase o f edu­
ca tio n  should be seoarated  from gen era l e d u c a t io n .^  In 1942 th e  S ta te  
Superintendent o f  Education poin ted  out th a t th ere  were some b u sin ess  
s k i l l s  and knowledges e s s e n t ia l  to  th e  w e ll-b e in g  o f  every c i t i s e n  and 
some b u sin ess  o ffe r in g s  th a t  could be j u s t i f i e d  in  every  high sch oo l 
in  the s t a t e . ^
Changes made 1ja bu sin ess education  curriculum  in  1941. Through 
the cooperative e f f o r t s  in  March, 1941 of commerce te a c h e r s , o r in c lo a ls ,  
su p erv iso rs , su p erin ten d en ts, and other p a r t ic u la r ly  in te r e s te d  in  b u si­
n ess education  in  L ou isian a 's high s c h o o ls , c e r ta in  changes in  the b u sin ess  
cu rr icu la r  o f fe r in g s  were agreed upon. These changes were to  be e f f e c t iv e  
beginning w ith  th e  1941-1942 s e s s io n . Advance inform ation on the new 
cou rses was issu ed  in  mimeograohed form by George Thomas Walker, who
was appointed as th e  f i r s t  su p erv iso r  o f  commercial education in  th e
1 7Department o f  Education during the 1939-1940 s e s s io n . r A more de­
t a i le d  course o f stu d y  was promulgated in  1943. Introduced fo r  th e  f i r s t  
tim e were courses in  buying and s e l l i n g  and in  general b u s in e ss . These 
rep laced  the courses in  salesm anship and a d v e r tis in g  and in  ju n ior  b u s i-
^ N a tio n a l Education A ssoc ia tion  and American A ssoc ia tion  o f  School 
A dm in istrators, The Structure and Adsdni s t  r a t  ion  of Education in  American 
Democracy (Washington, D. C ., 193<0» P . IS .
^ N inety-Third Annual Report o f the S ta te  Superintendent o f Education  
fo r  S ess io n  1941-1942. B u lle t in  Number 495 o f S ta te  Department o f  Education  
o f  Louisiana (Baton Rouge: S ta te  Department o f  Education o f  L ou isiana,
1 9 4 3 ), P . 99 .
^G eorge T. Walker, B r ie f S y lla b i o f  B usiness Education. B u lle tin  
Number 452 o f  S ta te  Department o f  Education o f Louisiana (Baton Rouge: 
S ta te  Department o f  Education o f  L ou isiana, 1941), po . 2 -6 .
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n e ss  tr a in in g  r e s p e c t iv e ly . A course in  b u sin ess arith m etic  was again  
o ffered  in  th e  b u sin ess curriculum . Commercial and in d u s tr ia l  geography 
and se c o n d  year bookkeeping were dropped from th e  canm ercial o f fe r in g s .  
S evera l courses underwent a change in  course t i t l e  o n ly . The course  
t i t l e s  changed and th e  new t i t l e s  were: "Commercial English" t o  "Busi­
n ess E n glish ,"  "Commercial Law" to  "Business law ,"  and "O ffice P ractice"  
t o  " C ler ica l P r a c t ic e ."
Reasone for  cu rr icu la r  changes in  1941. That th in k in g  a t the 
n a tio n a l l e v e l  a ffe c te d  our commercial curriculum  i s  evidenced by a 
rep ort o f the N ational B usiness Teachers* A ssoc ia tion  which was re ­
ferred  to  in  th e  conm ercial curriculum  issu ed  in  1943. This report 
included the fo llo w in g  remarks:
H is to r ic a l ly ,  b u sin ess education  has been thought o f as being  
alm ost e n t ir e ly  v o ca tio n a l in  n a t ir e .  While t h i s  occupational 
fu n ction  i s  o ften  thought o f  a s the p ecu lia r  con trib u tion  of  
b u sin ess education  to  s o c ie ty ,  i t  i s  n o t, by any means, the s o le  
co n tr ib u tio n . An e q u a lly  im portant fm o t io n  i s  th a t o f  develop­
in g  economic l i t e r a c y  and o f  p rovid ing  exp loratory  experien ces and 
b a s ic  bu sin ess inform ation fo r  a l l  stu dents as w e ll as for  students  
who in tend  t o  make b u sin ess th e ir  v o ca tio n . The importance o f  t h is  
l a t t e r  fu n ction  has been pointed  out rep eated ly  w ith in  recen t years  
by s p e c ia l i s t s  in  the f i e l d  o f b u sin ess education as w e ll as by 
o th e r s . This type o f b u sin ess education  has been v a r io u sly  c a lle d  
s o c ia l  b u sin ess , p re -v o ca tio n a l b u sin ess , socio-econom ic, general 
b u sin e ss , p erson a l-u se  b u s in e ss , b a s ic  b u s in e ss , non-vocational 
b u sin e ss , and consumer bu sin ess ed u ca tio n .3-8
To provide b a s ic  b u sin ess inform ation for a l l  stu dents was a purpose 
o f  th e  new course in  general b u s in e ss . The course in  buying and s e l l in g  
p r in c ip le s  was introduced because i t  was revea led  in  the r e s u lt s  o f  fo llo w  
up s tu d ie s  and occu pational surveys th a t there were many ,1ob openings in
% isk  McKee ( e d . ) ,  The P r in c ip le s  o f B usiness Education. Eighth Year­
book o f N ation a l B usiness Teachers* A sso c ia tio n  (Bowling Green, Kentucky: 
N ational B usiness Teachers* A sso c ia tio n , 1942), p . 7 .
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th e  buying and s e l l i n g  f i e l d s  a v a ila b le  to  stu d en ts upon graduation. 
This fa c t  was p o in ted  out in  a b u l le t in  is su e d  by Superintendent Cooes 
in  1943:
There i s  a d e f in i t e  need for  a course th a t w i l l  g iv e  stu d en ts  
an in s ig h t  in to  th e  p rob leas o f  th e  f i e ld  o f  d is tr ib u t io n  and sane 
tr a in in g  in  s e l l i n g .
The fa c t  th a t f i f t y - n in e  cen ts  o f  every d o lla r  expended by 
American consumers for  goods o f  variou s kinds rep resen ts th e  c o s t  
o f  d is tr ib u t io n  i s  concrete proof o f  the extreme importance o f  
d is tr ib u t io n  in  our economic system  and to  each consumer. A lso  
s in c e  every person i s  a buyer o f consumer goods and se r v ic e s  i t
i s  h ig h ly  d e s ir a b le  th a t  each in d iv id u a l have a knowledge o f
sources o f goods and s e r v ic e s ,  channels through which they are 
ob ta in ed , some p r in c ip le s  o f  buying and s e l l i n g ,  and other con­
com itant problem s.
S e l l in g  i s  one o f th e  la r g e s t  f i e ld s  o f b u sin ess endeavor. 
U ltim a te ly , a large  percentage o f stu d en ts w i l l  be in  s e l l i n g  
p o s i t io n s .  Follow-up s tu d ie s  and Job opportunity surveys a l ­
ways r e v e a l the many o p p o rtu n ities  fo r  enployment in  s e l l i n g .
This course w i l l  provide needed tr a in in g  for  those who plan  
t o  seek  employment in  s to r e s ,  fo r  th ose  who may become owners or 
managers o f s to r e s ,  and fo r  a l l  persons who have goods or s e r ­
v ic e s  t o  buy or s e l l .  Because o f the r e la t iv e  importance o f  
d is tr ib u t io n  in  our economic system , the Job o p o o rtu n itie s  in  
t h i s  f i e l d ,  and the fa c t  th at a l l  persons buy and s e l l ,  Buying
and S e l l in g  can be a va luab le  o ffe r in g  in  every sc h o o l. In
sm aller  sc h o o ls , i t  may be fe a s ib le  to  a lte r n a te  t h i s  o ffe r in g
w ith B ookkeep ing.^
The course in  commercial and in d u s tr ia l geography continued to  be 
o ffered  but was in  th e  s o c ia l  stu d ies  group. Moat bu sin ess educators 
thought th a t  i t  would be b e tte r  to  change bookkeeping from a tw o-year  
o ffe r in g  in  the n in th  grade and the te n th  grade to  a one-year o ffe r in g  
in  th e  e lev en th  grade; and th a t general b u sin ess be a p r e r e q u is ite  to  
bookkeeping. I t  was f e l t  th a t t h is  one-year o ffe r in g  >#ien oreceded by 
c e r ta in  other bu sin ess su b jects  would meet the needs o f  those boys and
^ S u g g e s t iv e  C urricu lar Guide in  B usiness Educ afrlon • B u lle t in  Number 
491 o f S ta te  Department o f .education o f L ouisiana (Baton Houge: S tate
D epartm ent o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a , 1 9 4 3 ), PP* 2 3 2 -3 .
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p(\
g i r l s  who might seek bookkeeping p o s it io n s .
A dditions to  b u sin ess education  program of s tu d ie s  in  1952. The 
course o f stu d y  o f 1952 authorized  two new b u sin ess c o u r ses . These were 
o f f i c e  machines and b u sin ess p r in c ip le s .  A second year o f  bookkeeping 
was a ls o  p erm itted , thereby in crea sin g  the t o t a l  conm ercial o ffe r in g s  to  
tw elve  u n it s .
C urricu lar Requirements and O fferin gs in  B usiness Education. 1906*1955
The t o t a l  u n its  o ffered  have gradually  been increased  from one u n it  
in  1906 to  tw e lv e  u n its  in  1956. The su b je c t o ffe r in g s  in  the b u sin ess  
curriculum  have been expanded correspondingly  from stenography and type­
w r itin g  in  1906 to  an enriched curriculum  in c lu d in g  typ ew ritin g , shorthand, 
bookkeeping, o f f i c e  m achines, b u sin ess p r in c ip le s ,  buying and s e l l i n g ,  
b u sin ess law, b u sin ess a r ith m e tic , bu sin ess E n g lish , c le r i c a l  p r a c t ic e ,  
and gen era l b u sin ess p lu s cooperative p art-tim e  tr a in in g  in  o f f i c e  oc­
cupations and d is tr ib u t iv e  education in  1956. The minimum number o f  
u n its  required in  commerce su b jects of a l l  stu d en ts in  the commercial 
curriculum  has ranged from four in  the course o f  study o f  1909, when 
a l l  commerce stu dents were required to  take commercial a r ith m e tic , book­
keep ing , stenography and ty p ew ritin g , economics or commercial h is to r y ,  
and conmwrcial geography or commercial law to  no u n its  in  th e  course o f  
study o f  1952, Students pursuing the commercial curriculum  under the  
course o f  study o f  1952 were expected to  study commercial courses s e ­
le c te d  from those being o ffer ed ; however, they were not required to  o f fe r  
any u n its  in  bu sin ess su b jects  toward graduation .
2^Ninety-Second Annual Report for  the S ession  1940-1941, op. c i t . ,  
p . 71 .
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Extent to  Which B usiness Su bjects Were O ffered by High Schools
The number and percentage o f  h igh  sch o o ls  o f fe r in g  variou s commer­
c i a l  su b jec ts  a t in te r v a ls  from 1914 to  1956 are presented  in  Table XVII.
C ooperative Part-Time T rain ing in  B usiness Education
C ooperative p art-tim e  tr a in in g  r e fe r s  t o  a r ec en t p r a c tic e  in  h ig h -
sch oo ls o f  p erm ittin g  stu d en ts to  spend h a lf  o f  the day in  sch oo l d evoting
«
two p eriod s t o  reg u la r  h igh -sch oo l su b jec ts  and one or two p eriod s to  
d ir e c t ly  r e la te d  and te c h n ic a l work; and t o  snend th e  other h a lf-d a y  a t  
work under th e  d ir e c t io n  o f  the manager o f  th e  bu sin ess or in d u s tr ia l  
estab lish m ent provid ing  the t r a in in g . This scheme provides a o r a c t lc a l  
plan  whereby th e  sch o o ls  cooperate with b u sin ess and ind u stry  in  tr a in ­
in g  stu dents under a c tu a l working c o n d itio n s .
Three types o f  cooperative  p art-tim e tr a in in g  programs have been 
allow ed in  high sc h o o ls  o f  Louisiana s in ce  the Inception  o f coop erative  
p art-tim e  tr a in in g  in  1937. These are programs fo r  stu dents who d e s ir e  
a career in  trade and in d u s tr ia l  occu p ation s, for th ose  who d esire  a 
career  in  o f f ic e  occu p ation s, and far  th o se  who d e s ir e  a career in  mer­
chand ising  occu p ation s. The first-m en tion ed  program w i l l  be d iscu ssed  
in  a la t e r  se c t io n  of t h i s  chapter which d ea ls  w ith  th e  development o f  
th e  curriculum  fo r  in d u s tr ia l  ed u cation . The development of th e  other  
programs w i l l  be presented in  t h i s  s e c t io n  s in ce  they are a part o f b u si­
n ess ed u cation . The la t t e r  program, which i s  designed to  f i t  stu d en ts fo r  
careers in  r e t a i l in g  and w h o le sa lin g , i s  r e ferred  to  as d is tr ib u t iv e  edu­
c a tio n .
As in  the development of other phases o f  v o ca tio n a l education  funds 
provided by the fe d e r a l government acted  as a stim u lu s. V ocation al edu­
c a tio n  f i r s t  rece iv ed  form al encouragement from the fe d e r a l government
TABUS x r a
m a n s  aid m e m o s  o r snn-Amora) w itb  public high schools o m a n a
TARDUS SUBJBCTS IV BUg gSS DUCATDV AT IBTttTILS PROM 191k to  1996
1 9 U -* 1915a 1935 -  1936o 19k5 -  19k6» 1955 -  1956»
Sabjoet Q tU uim
Sobjoct
t e — t
O fforing
Sohjoet
Vkadbor
O fforing
SubAoet
IWCfBl
O fforing
Sabjoet
V—te r
O fforing
Sabjoct
Psrcont
O fforing
SabAoet
V—bar
O fforing
Snbjoet
ftrc o n t
O fforing
SabAoet
Boottooping I 3k 2A.S2 118 32.78 161 k3*55 297 63.k3
Bookkoopdng I I - - — 97 26.9k — 12 3.37
Shorthand I 16 13.1U 91 25.26 115 31.08 a s 60.39
Shorthand n — - k5 12.50 21 5.67 29 8.15
Typo—itln g *5 18.25 109 30.28 20k 55.1k 318 89.33
Co—or r ia l Qoogroptag Ik 10.22 166 51.67 — — 2 0.56
B—L—oa Law — — 20 5.56 6 1.62 15 k * n
Baying and S oiling — — — — 9 2*k3 7 1.97
C lo rieal P raetlca — — 6 1.67 36 9.73 lko 39.33
Baal—oa IngU ah 31 22.63 — — 10 2.20 13 3.65
Qonoral Bool—as — — — — — — 130 36.52
Bnoinooo A rith—tic — — 3 0.63 9 2*k3 — —
J—lo r Boainooa T raining — — 9 2*50 - - — — —
Salon— Mp and A dvortiaing — — 6 1.67 — — — —
O ffleo HorM—a — —— — — — — 2 0.56
♦Statistics fo r  191b-1915 takon f t—  Aonaal Roport o f Inopoetor of H10i Schools, Sooolon 191M 915*
Stotiotieo for 19k5»19k6 takon fr—  A— l Rojport of SUto Popart— ot of Bd— atioa, So salon 19k5**19k6. 
Statiatlco for otter joar a conpilod ft—  roeordo In Stato Daport— nt of Edacatlon of Lonlalaaa.
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w ith  the passage o f th e  Smith-Hughes Act In 1917* The Federal Board 
fo r  V ocational Education, composed o f  r e p r e se n ta tiv e s  o f a g r ic u ltu r e , 
m anufacturing, commerce, and la b o r , was e s ta b lish e d  to  cooperate w ith  
s ta te  boards o f v o ca tio n a l education  in  carry in g  out p ro v isio n s o f  the  
law . This fu n ction  has s in c e  been assumed by the United S ta te s  O ffice  
o f Education. Under an in te r p r e ta tio n  o f the Sndth-Hughes Act by the  
F ederal Board fo r  V ocational Education cooperative  courses in  r e t a i l  
s e l l i n g  could be o ffered  as a part o f  the v o c a tio n a l education program 
in  high sc h o o ls  i f  the s t a t e  plan for  v o ca tio n a l education  made p rovi­
s io n  for  i t .  The in te n t  o f t h is  r u lin g  was to  stim u la te  sch oo ls to
21organ ise  coop erative  commercial cou rses in  both o f f ic e  and sto re  work.
The George-Deen Act o f 1936 made i t  p o s s ib le  fo r  s t a t e s  to  be re ­
imbursed fo r  tw o -th ird s  o f th e  c o st  o f  in s tr u c tio n  in  d is tr ib u t iv e  
education  su b je c ts  i f  c e r ta in  standards were maintained in  carryin g  out 
the in s tr u c t io n . Haas, s p e c ia l i s t  in  d is tr ib u t iv e  education , in  a com­
prehensive study o f  the development o f  d is tr ib u t iv e  education poin ted  
out th a t th e  George-Deen Act required s t a t e s ,  as a co n d itio n  for  re ­
c e iv in g  fe d e r a l a id ,  t o  o f fe r  th is  type of tr a in in g  to  no one under 
fou rteen  years o f a g e , t o  require stu d en ts p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  the program 
t o  attend sch oo l a t  l e a s t  f i f t e e n  hours a week throughout the tra in in g  
p eriod  and t o  devote a t l e a s t  two periods each day to  regu lar  In stru c tio n  
r e la t in g  to  and based qpon the working experience o f  the stu d en t, and to  
req u ire  such s tu ie n t s  to  spend a t le a s t  f i f t e e n  hours per week a t  work.22
^■Kenneth B. Haas, D is tr ib u tiv e  Education (New York: The Gregg
P u b lish in g  Cong)any, 1 9 4 l) ,  pp. 12-13 .
22Ib ld .
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The f i r s t  course o f  study for  the high sc h o o ls  o f Louisiana in  which 
p ro v is io n  was made for coop erative  p art-tim e  tr a in in g  in  d is tr ib u t iv e  
education  and in  o f f ic e  occupations was th a t o f  1947* Several sc h o o ls , 
however, had been granted perm ission  to  make t h i s  type o f tr a in in g  a v a i l ­
ab le  to  stu d en ts p r io r  to  1947. D is tr ib u t iv e  education  conducted in  
Louisiana in  accordance w ith  th e  p ro v is io n s o f the George-Deen Act was 
made p o s s ib le  in  1937f but l i t t l e  progress was made u n t i l  the s e s s io n  o f
1940-1941 when a s t a t e  su pervisor fo r  the program was ap p oin ted .^3 One
coop erative  p art-tim e tr a in in g  program was s ta r ted  in  February o f 1942 
in  the high sch oo ls o f Shreveport- and en ro lled  tw enty-four stu d en ts .
O ther programs were budgeted for th e  next sch o o l y e a r .^
In the course o f  study o f 1947, a s w e ll  as in  the course o f study o f  
1952, th ere  were no s p e c ia l  su b je c ts  which were required or which might 
be e le c te d  by students p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  the cooperative part-tim e tr a in ­
in g . I t  was sta ted  in  the course o f  study of 1947 th at a student could  
earn a maximum o f four u n its  in  the cooperative p art-tim e tr a in in g  pro­
gram in  e ith e r  d is tr ib u t iv e  education or in  o f f ic e  occupations by devoting  
for  two sch oo l years at le a s t  one and o n e-h a lf hours o f  c la s s  work d a ily
to  r e la te d  and te c h n ic a l su b je c ts  and o n e -h a lf o f  each sch oo l day to  work
ex p erien ce . Students engaged in  t h i s  propram were required  to  be a t le a s t  
s ix te e n  years o f age.
In th e  course o f  stu d y  o f 1952 students were required to  devote one 
hour to  c la s s  work d a ily  and an average o f f i f t e e n  hours a vmek to  work 
experience in  the two-year program; and one and o n e-h a lf hours to  c la s s
2% inety-Second Annual Report fo r  the S ess io n  1940-1941. op. c i t . .
p . 82 .
24Ib id .
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work d a ily  and th e  same amount of time to  work experien ce in  a one-year  
program in  d is t r ib u t iv e  ed u ca tio n . The maximum c r e d it  one could earn in  
th e  coop erative  D art-tim e program in  o f f i c e  occupations was reduced to  two 
u n its  which cou ld  be earned in  th e  sen io r  y ea r .
The course o f  study in  the coop era tive  program was organised to  pro­
v id e  u n its  o f  group in s tr u c tio n  and in d iv id u a l in s tr u c t io n  which p a r a lle le d  
th e  progress o f each s tu d e n t. 4 course was worked out for each stu d en t  
by th e  coord in ator, who was required to  be q u a lif ie d  in  th e  f i e ld  o f  d i s ­
tr ib u t iv e  education  or v o c a tio n a l b u sin ess  ed u cation , in  co lla b o ra tio n  
w ith th e  employer who cooperated in  tr a in in g  th e  s tu d e n t. The course  
was ad ju sted  to  th e  needs o f  the student by the coord inator a f te r  he 
determ ined, through frequent v i s i t s  to  the t r a in in g  esta b lish m en t, what 
in s tr u c t io n  was needed to  a id  the progress o f  th e  s tu d e n ts . Units in  
the cou rse , which were adapted to  the needs o f  stu d en ts  in  each c la s s  
in  d is tr ib u t iv e  ed u cation , were: F ir s t  year—a ch o o l-sto re  r e la t io n ­
s h ip s , p r o fe ss io n a l s e l l i n g ,  s to r e  m athem atics, e f f e c t iv e  sp eech , s to r e  
o r g a n isa tio n , consumer econom ics, merchandise in fo r  n a tio n , in d iv id u a l  
problem s. Second year—economics of d is tr ib u t io n , r e t a i l  m erchandising, 
a d v e r tis in g  d is p la y , sto re  op eration , c o n tr o l and record s, human r e la t io n s ,  
p«*sonnel management, laws a f fe c t in g  r e t a i l in g ,  merchandise inform ation , 
and in d iv id u a l p ro b lem s.^
Extent to  Which Cooperative Part-Time Training Programs O ffered by 
L ouisiana High Schools
The numbers o f high sch o o ls  o f fe r in g  cooperative p art-tim e tr a in in g
2 ^0ne Hundred and F o u r th  A nnual R ep o rt f o r  S e s s io n  1 9 5 2-1953 .
B u lle t in N u m b e r  781 o f  S ta te D e p a r tm e n t  o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a
(B aton  R ougs: S ta te  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a ,  1 9 5 3 ), P .  92 .
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programs and the percentages o f a l l  p a r t ic ip a t in g  in  c e r ta in  years 
between 1940 and 1956 are shown in  Table XVIII.
I I .  DEVELCFKENT OF THE CURRICULUM FOR AGRICULTURAL EDUCATION
E volution  o f A Program o f  S tu d ies for  A g r icu ltu ra l Educ a tio n
A g r icu ltu ra l courses were auth orised  for sta te-ap p roved  high sch ools  
fo r  the f i r s t  time by the course o f  stu dy  o f 1909. To understand how 
and why a g r ic u ltu r a l courses were added to  th e  h igh -sch oo l course of  
stu dy, i t  i s  appropriate th a t  co n sid era tio n  be given to  the e f fo r t s  
during the preceding decades o f  c er ta in  persons and groups advocating  
a g r ic u ltu r e  in  p u b lic  s c h o o ls .
In te r e s t  in  a g r ic u ltu r a l education  fo s te r e d . As e a r ly  as 1889 S ta te  
Superintendent o f  Education Joseph A. Breaux in d ica ted  the need fo r  a g r i­
cu ltu re  in  the sch oo ls by the fo llo w in g  remarks a t a convention of the  
L ouisiana Education A ssoc ia tion :
. . . .  I t  i s  undeniable th a t in  t h i s  s ta t e  a g r icu ltu re  i s  in  
a crude and im perfect co n d itio n . I t  i s  i t s  most important in d u stry , 
and y e t ,  how incom plete in  a l l  i t s  d e t a i l s .  Only a fr a c t io n a l  
p ortion  o f the lands i s  in  c u lt iv a t io n , and o f te n , how poorly  c u l­
t iv a te d  I
Improved machinery i s  alm ost e n t ir e ly  n e g le c te d . The modern 
improvements in  implements o f husbandry are not used—i f  used, 
only e x c e p tio n a lly . In  our ignorance, we expect r ic h  harvest 
without in t e l l i g e n t  lab or . Improved machinery and implements 
have become such a g en c ies  th a t in t e l l ig e n t  education  i s  n eces­
sary  to  d ir e c t  and develop the great in d u s tr ie s . I t  may be sa id  
th a t i t  i s  not p o s s ib le  in  the public  sch oo ls to  g ive  such tr a in ­
in g  d ir e c t ly  as i s  n ecessary  to  develop the d if fe r e n t  in d u s tr ie s—  
th a t t h i s  belongs properly  to  te c h n ic a l tr a in in g  sch o o ls; to  
sch o o ls  where le s so n s  in  manual tr a in in g  are g iv en . This may be 
tru e in  th e  main. I t  i s  r eg retted  th a t le s so n s  in  th e  sc ien ce  of 
a g r ic u ltu r e  cannot be g iv en . . . .26
Superintendent Calhoun (1896-1904) recommended to  th e  S ta te  Board o f
^ p ro ceed in g s o f the S ix th  Annual Convention of the Louisiana  
Education A sso c ia tio n  (Baton Rouge: The Advocate, 1889), p . 20.
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TABLE XVIII
NUMBERS AND (PERCENTAGES OF STATE-APPROVED WHITE P UBLIC HIGH 
SCHOOLS OFFERING COOPERATIVE PART-TIME TRAINING IN 
BUSINESS EDUCATION IN CERTAIN YEARS 
FROM 1940 TO 1956
School Year
Number O ffering Co­
operative F art-tim e  
Training in  Business 
Education*
Percentage O ffering  
C © operative P art-tim e  
Training in  Business 
Education*
1940-1941 1 0.26
1941-1942 2 0.52
1942-1943 7 1.82
1943-1944 12 3.14
1946-1947 12 3 .26
1947-194£ 11 3 .0 0
1948-1949 15 4 .13
1949-1950 16 4.47
1950-1951 18 4 .9 9
1951-1952 18 4 .88
1952-1953 16 4 .41
1955-1956 18 5.06
^ S ta t is t ic s  for 1940-1953 obtained from annual reports o f S tate  
Department o f Education o f L ouisiana. S t a t i s t i c s  for 1955-1956 com­
p ile d  from annual rep orts o f h igh -sch ool p r in c ip a ls  on f i l e  in  h igh -  
school se c tio n  o f  th e  S ta te  Department o f Education o f  Louisiana.
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E ducation  i n  1903 t h a t  a  oouraa o f  ln a t r a c t io n  l a  a g r ic u l tu r e  bo u -  
th o r is e d  f o r  g ran aar and h igh  schoo ls*  He p o in te d  o u t  t h a t  h o r t ic u l tu r e  
and a g r ic u l tu r e  s tu d y  were commanding th e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  ed u ca to rs*  He 
a ls o  in d ic a te d  th a t  a g r ic u l tu r e  i n  o u r  p u b lic  schoo ls had begun i n  an  
e x t r a - c u r r i c u la r  way i n  Caddo P arish*  where th e  p a r is h  schoo l board  had 
d i r e c te d  e v e ry  schoo l to  have a  garden*2?
A dvocating n o ra  school gardens* J* V. Oxford o f  Pine* L o u is ian a  
e x p re ssed  th e  view s o f  nany ed u ca to rs  a s  fo llo w st
The demand cones from f a r  and n e a r  f o r  eons p la n  to  check th e  
exodus from th e  o o u n tiy  to  th e  c ity *  I  b e lie v e  th a t  th e  school 
garden* w ith  i t s  in s t r u c t io n s  i n  f a m in g  i n  th e  r u r a l  schools 
o f f e r s  th e  s o lu t io n  fo r  t h i s  g re a t  problem •
TO be a  su c c e s s fu l f a m e r  to d ay  naans t h a t  a  nan n u s t  n o t be 
c o n te n t  to  p la n t  and m ap  a s  h i s  f a th e r  d id  b e fo re  bin* b u t t h a t  
he n u s t  s tu d y  th e  c o n d itio n s  o f  h i s  s o i l  and h i s  e lin a te *  and i f  
n e c e ssa ry  d is c a rd  a s  in p r o f l t a b le  th e  c ro p s which have been, r a is e d  
i n  h i s  l o c a l i t y  f ro n  t i n s  In n s n o r ia l  and s u b s t i tu te  th o se  which 
s c i e n t i f i c  experim ent* have dem onstrated  a re  th e  g r e a te s t  money 
m a k e rs . * • .
T h is ed u ca tio n  should be given b in  by  th e  r u r a l  schools* and 
t h i s  i s  rendered  p o ss ib le  by naans o f  th e  schoo l garden* When th e  
sch o o l garden i s  node to  se rv e  t h i s  purpose* I  b e lie v e  I t  w i l l  se ­
cu re  a h igh  s t a t e  o f  p ro s p e r i ty  and contentm ent i n  r u r a l  l i f e *
S e c re ta ry  Wilson* o f  th e  Departm ent o f  A g r ic u ltu re , i s  a t  th e  
p re s e n t  making ev e ry  e f f b r t  to  promote an e f f i c i e n t  o rg a n is a tio n  
o f  a g r i c u l tu r a l  h ig h  schools* c o n so lid a te d  w ith  conaon schools* 
to  secu re  a h ig h  s t a t e  o f  p ro s p e r i ty  and contentm ent i n  r u r a l  
l i f e *  i t  i s  i n  a y  o p in io n  t h a t  i t  i s  a lo n g  th ese  l in e s  th a t  t h e .  
g r e a t  e d u c a tio n a l e f f o r t  o f  th e  Immediate fu tu re  i s  to  be made*
Another f a c to r  which fo s te re d  i n t e r e s t  i n  a g r i c u l tu r a l  ed u ca tio n  was
th e  i n i t i a t i o n  o f  com  c lu b s  i n  r u r a l  schools*  In  th e  sp r in g  o f  1906,
??"M inutes o f  th e  S ta te  Beard o f  E ducation  f o r  August 11* 1903" 
(Unpublished* S ta te  Department o f  E ducation o f  Louisiana* Baton Rouge*)
9 0
J .  W. Oxford* "School Gardens f o r  R ural Schools*" L ou isiana  
E ducation  A sso c ia tio n  ftroceedings, 1907, pp* 58-9*
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boys* c o rn  c lu b s v e r s  o rg a n ise d  i n  A v o y e llss  P a r ish  u n d er th e  d i r e c t i o n  
o f  V. L . Roy* I n  t h i s  re g a rd , Dr* W. R. Dodson, Dean o f  th e  C o llege  o f  
A g r ic u l tu re  and D ire c to r  o f  th e  Experim ent S ta t io n  a t  L o u is ia n a  S ta te  
U n iv e rs i ty ,  eade  th e  fo llo w in g  rem arks to  a  m eeting  o f  p a r is h  s u p e r in te n ­
d e n ts  and schoo l b o a rd  members i
I n  1907, a  movement v es  s t a r t e d  i n  a  d e f i n i t e  way to  o rg a n is e  
c lu b s  i n  c o u n try  so h o o ls  f o r  s p e c i f i c  a g r i c u l t u r a l  study*  In  th e  
e a r ly  s p r in g  o f  1906, b o y s ' c o rn  c lu b s  were o rg a n ise d  i n  A voyelles 
P a r is h  u n d er th e  su p e rv is io n  o f  V* L* Roy ta k in g  th e  lead *  The 
w r i t e r  and P ro fe s so r  Roy sp e n t s e v e ra l  days going  from  sch o o l to  
sc h o o l, t a lk in g  to  th e  b oys, en d in g  w ith  a  grand r a l l y ,  a  b a sk e t 
lu n c h , and a  Whole day  sp e n t i n  te a c h in g  and p lan n in g  f o r  th e  00m  
c lu b  v o rk j one hundred  n in e ty - e ig h t  boys Jo in e d  th e  c lu b  t h a t  day* 
E ig h t o th e r  su p e r in te n d e n ts  to o k  up th e  same work th e  earns y e a r  b u t  
l e s s  e n e rg e t ic a l ly *  The S ta te  D sparhaent o f  A g r ic u ltu re  fu rn ish e d  
seed  c o rn , th e  E xperim ent S ta t io n  su p e rv ise d  th e  m rk *  I n  1909, 
th e  work was g r e a t ly  ex tended  • • • •
KLth th e  work h as  grown th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s c h o o ls , f a th e r e d  
c h ie f ly  b y  S u p e rin te n d en t H a rris*  The a c t i v i t i e s  enumer a t e d  have 
l a r g e ly  changed th e  a t t i t u d e  o f  th e  people* They a re  re a d y  f o r  
an  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  work* • • • to  in tro d u c e  a g r i c u l tu r e ,  dom estic  
s c ie n c e , e tc * ,  i n  th e  c o n so lid a te d  s c h o o ls , to  have s p e c ia l  men 
t r a v e l  from schoo l to  schoo l to  g iv e  s h o r t  c o u rse s  i n  a g r ic u l tu r e  
to  fa rm ers  and o th e rw ise  h e lp  i n  g e t t in g  u s e f u l  in fo rm a tio n  to  th e  
people*
The S ta te  norm al h as  o rg a n ise d  a  departm en t f o r  equ ipp ing  
te a c h e rs*  Ponding l e g i s l a t i o n  co n tem p la tes  m a te r ia l  a id  i n  pro­
v id in g  e f f i c i e n t  te a c h e rs*
• • • • The men who a re  do ing  th in g s  i n  L o u is ian a  e d u c a t io n a l ly  
to d ay  have been  th e  men m ost h e a r t i l y  su p p o rtin g  i t *  Mr* T* H* 
H a rr is  h a s  been  a  b ig  f a c to r  i n  p u sh in g  th e  work forw ard* Mr*
T* L* Roy h as  grown w ith  i t *  Mr* B a t« a n * s  a c t i v i t y  i n  t h i s  work 
no doub t q u a l i f ie d  him f o r  p rom otion  to  th e  head o f  th e  E x ten sio n  
D o p artn sn t o f  th e  u n iv e rs i ty *  Mr* Brown was one o f  th e  m ost e a r ­
n e s t  w orkers f o r  th e  improvement o f  c o u n try  c o n d it io n s , and  won 
h i s  r i g h t  to  prom otion* Mr* PUvrot was one o f  th e  f i r s t  o rg a n is e r s  
o f  s p e c ia l  a g r i c u l tu r e  stu d y  c lu b s  i n  th e  sc h o o l w h ile  he was p a r i s h  
su p e rin te n d en t*  * * *
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In te r e s t  In a g r ic u ltu r a l education was fo stered  a lso  by a g r ic u ltu r a l  
demonstration tr a in s  which were promoted by Roy and Dodson,
The f i r s t  a g r ic u ltu r a l curriculum . The fo llow in g  su b jects comprised 
the o ffer in g s  in  the a g r ic u ltu r a l area in  th e  f ir s t ,  a g r ic u ltu r a l curricu­
lum: a g r ic u ltu r a l botany, a g r ic u ltu r a l zoo logy , breeds and breeding,
a g r ic u ltu r a l p h y s ic s , a g r ic u ltu r a l chem istry, and f ie ld  work.
High-School Inspector Weber secured the cooperation o f  Dr. W. R, 
Dodson and P ro fessor  Albert F. Kidder o f  the Louisiana S tate  U n iversity  
Experimental S tation  in  working out d e f in i t e ,  s p e c if ic  s y l la b i  for  the  
a g r ic u ltu r a l co u rses . Dr. Weber pointed out th at the four-year course 
in  a g r icu ltu re  introduced in  1909 should have equal recogn ition  from the 
State Department o f  Education w ith the other courses provided the teacher  
have a Bachelor o f  Science Degree in  a g r ic u ltu r e , teach a g r icu ltu ra l  
sc ien ces in  the high sch o o l, supervise the sch oo l gardening, and work in  
conjunction w ith and under the d ir e c t io n  of the experim ental s ta t io n  con­
nected with the Louisiana S tate  U niversity
In h is  second annual rep ort Weber ind icated  as fo llow s th at th e  a gr i­
c u ltu r a l course had been inaugurated:
One o f the most promising fea tu res o f the y e a r 's  developments 
in  secondary education i s  the form ulation o f an a g r ic u ltu r a l course 
and th e  establishm ent o f  one high school in  which the a g r ic u ltu r a l  
course i s  b eing  inaugurated. The prov ision  th at th e  teacher of  
a g r ic u ltu r a l sc ien ces  must hold a B.S.A. degree from an approved 
a g r ic u ltu r a l c o lle g e  ought to  g ive  immediate p r estig e  to  a g r ic u l­
tu r a l cou rses. . . .  I am r e lia b ly  informed th at the s ta te  i s  soon
^ B ie n n ia l  Report o f the S tate Super Intend ent o f P u b lic  Education to  
the Governor and to  the~5eneral Assembly. School Sessions 1909-1910 and 
1910-1911 (Baton Rouge: Rami ires-Jones P r in tin g  Company, 1912), p . 105.
^^Biennial Report o f the State Superintendent o f P ub lic  Education to  
the Governor and t o  th e  General Assembly. 1908-1909 (Baton Rouge: The
New Advocate, 19107, P» 226.
to  have a competent man to  g ive  teacher tr a in in g  courses in  a g r i­
cu ltu re  in  th e  s t a t e  u n iv er s ity  and to  su p erv ise  a l l  phases o f
a g r icu ltu re  taught in  the p u b lic  sc h o o ls . By th e  in s t i tu t io n  o f  
a g r ic u ltu r a l courses in  high sch o o l and by making p r a c tic a l a p p li-  
ca tio n s in  a l l  h igh -sch ool su b je c ts , stu dents in  country high
sch oo ls w i l l  be educated to  l iv e  a t home and the d ig n ity  o f  farm­
ing  w i l l  be r a i s e d , 32
Reasons for  in trod u ction  o£ a g r ic u ltu r e  In the curriculum . The ad­
d it io n  o f  a g r ic u ltu r a l su b jects  to  th e  h igh -sch oo l curricu lun in  Louisiana  
was due t o  the fo llow in g  in flu e n c es: (1 ) The trend toward a g r icu ltu ra l
and in d u s tr ia l education in  high sch oo ls in the eastern  and northern 
s ta te s  had spread to  L ouisiana. This i s  evidenced by a report o f the  
Committee on In d u str ia l Education in  Schools fo r  Rural C om unities of 
the N ational Education A s s o c ia t io n .^  (2 ) Many school o f f i c i a l s  d esired  
to  reduce drop-outs by introducing courses which would overcome the in ­
d iffe re n c e  o f p u p ils by making school so a t tr a c t iv e  th a t p u p ils would 
want to  come to  s c h o o l .^  (3) The d e sire  to  improve a g r ic u ltu r a l con­
d it io n s  in  th e  s ta te  through the d if fu s io n  o f a g r ic u ltu r a l information  
in  th e  public  schools was deemed t o  be e s s e n t ia l .  P ro fessor  Dodson o f  
Louisiana S tate  U n iversity  pointed  out th a t s c i e n t i f i c  experim entation  
and research  of the previous twenty years made i t  im perative th a t farmers 
be educated in  th is  regard . The farms* s  were lo s in g  much money because 
they lacked inform ation regarding such procedures as f ig h t in g  c a t t le  t ic k  
and saving m olasses which could be turned in to  stock  feed .-^  (4 ) Many
^ N a tio n a l Education A sso c ia tio n , Report of the CqwH t t e e  on Indus­
t r i a l  Education in  Schools for  Rural Communities (N ational Education 
A sso c ia tio n , 19057* PP. 52-92.
^ B ie n n ia l  Report o f the S ta te  Superintendent of P u b lic  Education to  
th e  Governor and t o  th e  General Assembly. 1908-1909 op. c l t . ,  p . 233.
35jp in t Meeting o f P arish  Superintendents and Members o f P arish  School 
Boards Held in ^ a  ton Rouge. L ouisiana. January S an d  2» 1912. op. c i t . .  p . 40.
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•d u catora  accepted the v iew  th a t th e  main fu n ctio n  o f the p u b lic  sch oo ls  
was to  meet the needs o f the n e sse s  who would not go to  c o l le g e .  The 
l a t t e r  view  was expressed  by 7 .  L. Roy, who contended th a t changes to  the  
course o f study c o n s t itu te d  th e  mast import suit problem c a l l in g  fo r  so lu ­
t io n  by educators o f  L ou isian a . He s tr e s se d  th a t education  was no longer  
fo r  the c la s s e s  but for  th e  m asses, and advocated r id d in g  th e  curriculum  
o f  much o f the data fo re ig n  t o  th e  c h ild  and in trodu cing  m ater ia l con­
cerned w ith  the presen t tim e and lo c a l  environm ent, i s  a s p e c i f ic  example, 
he sta te d  th a t i t  would be b e tte r  fo r  a p u p il t o  study the m osquitoes o f  
L ouisiana rath er  than to  learn  which i s  th e  h ig h est peak in  Russia
Teachers advocate a g r ic u ltu r a l ed u ca tio n . As fu r th er  in d ic a tio n  o f  
th e  w idesoread in te r e s t  in  a g r ic u ltu r a l and o th er  v o c a tio n a l ed u cation , 
th e  fo llo w in g  r e so lu tio n  adopted by p u b lic  school teach ers at th e ir  annual 
m eeting in  1910 i s  presented  below:
FIRST. The in d iv id u a l* s development i s  p e r fe c t ly  c o n s is te n t  w ith  
h is  surroundings, and whatever the character  o f  such surroundings, 
he i s  more la r g e ly , more dependent upon them fo r  h is  d a i ly  thought 
and growth than he i s  upon the predeterm ined and im personal su b ject  
m atter o f the tex t-b o o k , however e s s e n t ia l  and a b so lu te ly  necessary  
to  h is  s o c ia l  w elfare  they  may be. Moreover, h is  fu tu re  su ccess  
w i l l  be la r g e ly  in flu en ced  and h is  fu tu re  needs m a ter ia lly  provided  
fo r  or Increased by h is  present surroundings.
SECOND. I t  becosws apparent, th en , th a t i t  i s  as much the e s ­
p e c ia l  bu sin ess of th e  sch o o l man to  organize and d ir e c t  th e  c h ild * s  
a c tu a l presen t l i f e ,  in  so far a s  p o s s ib le ,  as i t  i s  t o  o f fe r  him 
books and formal in s tr u c t io n . His fu tu re  l i f e  i s  to  be v o c a tio n a l;  
and whether h is  vocation  be a trade or a p r o fe ss io n , a g r ic u ltu r e ,  
or commerce, i t  can never be removed from , but must always remain 
c lo s e ly  a l l i e d  w ith  th e  p h y sica l p u rsu its  o f  l i f e .  Consequently, 
a proper organ isa tion  o f sch oo l l i f e  must e s ta b lis h  a r a tio n a l b a l­
ance o f  form al in s tr u c tio n  and In d iv id u a l o p p o r tu n itie s . To t h is  
end, do the elem ents o f  dom estic sc ie n c e , manual tr a in in g , a g r i­
c u ltu r e , e t c . ,  lend them selves in  so  far as th ey  became purposive
3^Louisiana S ta te  P u b lic  School Teachers * A ssoc ia tion  Journal o f  P ro­
ceed in gs and Addresses o f the N ineteenth Annual M eeting Held a t  Baton Rouge. 
A p ril 14 -16 . 1910 (Coulelana S ta te  P u b lic  School Teachers' A sso c ia tio n , 
1 9 1 0 ), P . 4 5 .
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in  th e  c h i l d 's  l i f e .  P ro v is io n  fo r  such  e d u c a tio n  m ust, o f  ne­
c e s s i t y ,  be ex trem ely  l im ite d  in  th e  c o u n try  sc h o o l o f  one room.
We f e e l ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h a t  more ex tended  p ro v is io n  should  be made 
w herever i t  i s  rea so n a b ly  p o s s ib le ,  T h ere fo re
Be i t  R eso lved , T hat we most h e a r t i l y  comnsnd th e  e f f o r t s  o f 
th e  S ta te  and P a r i s h  S u p e rin te n d e n ts  t o  e s t a b l i s h  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
h ig h  sc h o o ls  and c o n so lid a te d  schoo ls  (e lem en tary  and h ig h ) 
th ro u g h o u t th e  S t a te ,  f o r  th ro u g h  such o rg a n is a t io n ,  we hope 
u l t im a te ly  t o  se e  such a  system  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  e d u c a tio n  ororao t- 
ed a s  s h a l l  u t i l i s e  p re s e n t  o p p o r tu n ity , an d , in  a  m easure, 
p ro v id e  fo r  f u tu r e  n e e d s .37
Law-makers r e q u ire  a g r ic u l tu r e  e d u c a tio n . The G eneral Assembly in d i ­
c a te d  i t s  view s on th e  im portance  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  ed u ca tio n  by th e  a p p ro v a l 
o f  Act Number 306 In  J u ly , 1910 r e q u ir in g  th a t  a g r i c u l tu r e  be ta u g h t  in  
a l l  e lem en ta ry  and secondary  sch o o ls  o f  th e  s t a t e :
R eq u irin g  th a t  a g r ic u l tu r e  o r  h o r t ic u l tu r e  In c lu d in g  home 
econom ics, s h a l l  be ta u g h t in  a l l  th e  e lem en tary  and secondary  
sch o o ls  o f th e  S ta te  o f L o u is ia n a .
S e c tio n  1 , Be i t  e n ac te d  by th e  G enera l Assembly o f  th e  
S ta te  o f  L o u is ia n a , t h a t  in  a d d it io n  to  th e  branches in  which 
in s t r u c t io n  i s  now g iven  in  th e  p u b lic  sc h o o ls  o f th e  S ta te  o f 
L o u is ia n a , in s t r u c t io n  s h a l l  a ls o  be g iven  in  a l l  th e  elem en­
t a r y  and seco n d ary  sch o o ls  o f the  S ta te  in  the  p r in c ip le s  o f  
a g r i c u l tu r e  o r h o r t i c u l tu r e  and in  farm  or farm  economy.
S e c tio n  2 . Be i t  f u r th e r  e n a c te d , e t c . ,  t h a t  a l l  laws o r 
p a r t s  o f  laws in  c o n f l i c t  w ith  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  t h i s  Act be 
and th e  same a re  hereby r e p e a le d .36
F i r s t  in s p e c to r  o f a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a tio n . V. L. Roy, who had ad­
v o ca ted  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a tio n  in  th e  p u b lic  h ig h  sch o o ls  fo r  a n unbar o f 
y e a r s ,  was a p p o in te d  as in s p e c to r  o f a g r i c u l t u r a l  ed u ca tio n  on Septem ber 1 , 
1909. His employment was th e  r e s u l t  o f an agreem ent e n te re d  in to  by th e
3? I b id . .  p p . 3 4 -5 .
^ A c t s  P assed  by th e  G eneral Assembly o f  th e  S ta te  o f L o u is ian a  a t  
th e  R&gi&fir S e s s io n . 1910. Act Number 306 TBaton Rouge: The New A dvocate,
1 9 1 0 ), p .  523.
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L o u is ia n a  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty  E xperim en ta l S ta t io n ,  The U nited  S ta te s  
D epartm ent o f A g r ic u l tu re ,  and th e  S ta te  D epartm ent o f  A g r ic u l tu re .
The purpose o f  h is  work was t o  prom ote a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a tio n  in  th e  
p u b lic  sch o o ls  by th e  d i f f u s io n  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  in fo rm a tio n  t o  boys in  
th e  p u b lic  sc h o o ls  o f  L o u is ia n a .^9
In  a  r e p o r t  t o  S u p e rin te n d en t H a rr is  in  1910, Roy p re se n te d  th e  
fo llo w in g  s ta te m e n ts  re g a rd in g  p ro g re s s  in  a g r i c u l tu r a l  e d u c a tio n :
There a re  now in  p ro g re s s  in  L o u is ian a  seven a g r i c u l t u r a l  
h igh  s c h o o ls . The c o u rse s  o f s tu d y  run  p a r a l l e l  w ith  o th e r  
c o u rse s  ( l i t e r a r y  and com m ercial) and cover fo u r  y e a r s .  The 
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u b je c ts  com prised a re  e lem en tary  a g r i c u l tu r e ,  
g a rd e n in g , s o i l s  and f e r t i l i z e r s ,  b reeds o f l iv e  s to c k , s to c k  
r a i s in g  and fe e d in g , p o u ltry  r a i s in g ,  d a iry in g ,  f i e l d  and fo rage  
c ro p s ; and a g r i c u l t u r a l  b o tan y , z o o lo g /, p h y s ic s , and c h e m is try .
Each s tu d e n t i s  r e q u ire d  to  do f i e l d  o r garden work from  s ix  to  
te n  hours p e r  week. . .
Course o f  s tu d y  fo r  a g r ic u l tu r e  o f 1910. A new course  o f s tu d y
p re p a re d  by Roy f o r  departm en ts o f  a g r ic u l tu r e  in  p u b lic  h igh  sc h o o ls  was 
p la c e d  in  e f f e c t  a t  th e  b e g in n in g  of th e  1910-1911 sch o o l s e s s io n . 
In c lu d ed  in  i t  were th e  fo llo w in g  s u b je c ts :  a g r i c u l tu r e ,  b o tan y , shop
and f i e l d  p r a c t i c e ,  zoology, farm  c ro p s , h o r t i c u l t u r e ,  entom ology, chem­
i s t r y ,  farm  a n im a ls , p o u l t r y ,  p h y s ic s , d a iry in g ,  farm  bookkeeping, s o i l s  
and f e r t i l i z e r s ,  farm  management, and r u r a l  law .
A g r ic u l tu ra l  s u b je c ts  o f fe re d  from 1912 to  1925. In  th e  co u rse  o f 
s tu d y  o f  1912 S ta te  H igh-School In s p e c to r  Leo F avro t l i s t e d  th e  fo llo w in g  
s u b je c ts  in  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l a g r i c u l t u r a l  cu rricu lu m : a g r i c u l tu r e , f i e l d
and shop, farm c ro p s , farm  an im a ls , s o i l s  and f e r t i l i z e r s ,  r u r a l  law 
and farm  management, farm  bookkeeping, and secondary  a r i th m e t ic .  VT. H.
B a l ia ,  su p e rv iso r  o f a g r i c u l t u r a l  ed u ca tio n  in  1912, a s s i s t e d  in  d r a f t in g
3^ B ie n n ia l R eport o f th e  S ta te  S u p e rin te n d en t o f P u b lic  E ducation  to  
th e  Governor and to  th e  G enera l Assembly. 1908-1909. o p . c i t . . p .  25A.
4QI b i d . .  p p . 261—2 .
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th e  above co u rse  o f s tu d y .
The number o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  o f f e r in g s  was reduced  t o  fo u r  c o u rse s  
in  th e  co u rse  of s tu d y  o f  1916. The s u b je c t s  o f fe re d  were a g r i c u l tu r e ,  
f i e l d  c ro p s , an im al husbandry , and s o i l s  and f e r t i l i z e r s .  P . L, G uilbeau , 
s t a t e  su p e rv iso r  o f a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a tio n  from 1914 to  1931* a s s i s t e d  
in  d e v e lo p in g  th e  above co u rse  o f s tu d y  in  a g r i c u l t u r e .
t i e s  between a g r i c u l t u r a l  o f f e r in g s  in  L o u is ian a  h igh  schoo ls  
and recom m endations o f  Committee on I n d u s t r i a l  Sducatlon  in  Schools fo r  
R u ra l Com m unities. I t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  show d e f in i t e ly  what f a c to r s  m oti­
v a te d  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l in s p e c to r s  in  t h e i r  s e le c t io n  o f s p e c i f i c  a g r i c u l ­
t u r a l  s u b je c ts  t o  be o f fe re d  in  th e  h igh  sch o o ls  s in c e  no re fe re n c e  could  
be found in  a co u rse  o f s tu d y  o r e lsew here  in  which a h ig h -sc h o o l i n ­
sp e c to r  acknowledged a so u rce  fo r  the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u b je c ts  chosen to  be 
o f f e r e d .  Many re fe re n c e s  were made to  b u l le t in s  o f th e  s t a t e  and f e d e ra l  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  departm en ts concern ing  sou rces o f in fo rm a tio n  which m ight 
be u s e fu l  in  c a r ry in g  out th e  o b je c tiv e s  o f  th e  v a rio u s  c o u rse s ; however, 
th e se  d id  n o t  accoun t f o r  th e  s p e c i f i c  s u b je c ts  be ing  o f f e r e d .
In  view  o f th e  c lo se  c o n ta c t  which H igh-3chool In sp e c to rs  Weber, 
F a v ro t , and Iv e s  had w ith  n a t io n a l  developm ents in  e d u c a tio n , i t  i s  l i k e ­
ly  t h a t  th e  recom m endations o f th e  Committee on I n d u s t r i a l  E ducation  in  
Schools fo r  R u ra l Com m unities, is su e d  in  1905, were fo llo w ed . T his com­
m itte e  was ap p o in ted  in  J u ly ,  1903 to  un d ertak e  an in v e s t ig a t io n  in  th e  
f i e l d  o f i n d u s t r i a l  ed u ca tio n  in  sc h o o ls  o f r u r a l  c o m a u n itie s , and to  
reconmend t o  th e  N a tio n a l E ducation  A sso c ia tio n  what s u b je c ts  should  be 
o f fe re d  in  p u b lic  s c h o o ls . In  th e  r e p o r t  o f th e  com m ittee, is su e d  in  
1905, a  la r g e  number o f a g r i c u l tu r a l  s u b je c ts  were reconraended.^^- In
^ N a t io n a l  E ducation  A sso c ia tio n , R eport o f  th e  Conmdttee on 
I n d u s t r i a l  E duca tion  in  Schools f o r  R u ra l C om nunltles op . c l t .. p p . 1 -97 .
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a d d i t io n  t o  many su g g e s te d  s u b je c ts  i t  was recommended in  th e  r e p o r t  t h a t  
th e  c o u rse s  o f fe re d  sh o u ld  in c lu d e  a tre a tm e n t o f th e  fo llo w in g  to p ic s :  
th e  s o i l ,  p la n t  l i f e ,  an im al l i f e ,  and econom ics o f  a g r i c u l tu r e .  No 
co u rse  o f fe re d  in  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o u rses  o f s tu d y  in  L o u is ian a  from  
1909 th ro u g h  1925 was o th e r  th a n  one s e t  f o r th  in  th e  c o m m ittee 's  recom­
m endations.
A g r ic u ltu re  in  th e  cou rse  o f  s tu d y  o f  1925, The su g g e s tio n s  o f  th e  
com m ittee m entioned above were fo llow ed  r a th e r  c lo s e ly  in  th e  co u rse  o f 
s tu d y  o f  192 5 , Most o f  th e  c o u rse s  bore  th e  ex ac t t i t l e s  as those i n d i ­
c a te d  by th e  c o m m ittee 's  recom m endations. The s u b je c ts  o ffe re d  in  th e  
co u rse  o f  s tu d y  o f 1925 f o r  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  cu rric u lu m  were p r in c ip le s  
o f p la n t  c u l tu r e ,  s o i l s  and f e r t i l i z e r s ,  an im al husbandry , m ilk p ro d u c tio n , 
p o u l try  k eep in g , h o r t i c u l t u r e ,  f i e l d  c ro p s , farm  management, e lem en ts o f  
r u r a l  econom ics, and farm  e n g in e e r in g .
Development o f v o c a tio n a l  a g r i c u l tu r e . When a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u ca tio n  
was f i r s t  be ing  in tro d u c ed  in  th e  h igh  s c h o o ls ,  D r. C ra ighead , P re s id e n t  
o f Tulane U n iv m 's ity , in  th e  fo llo w in g  rem arks vo iced  th e  o p in io n  o f a 
sm a ll g roup who f e l t  t h a t  th e  te a c h in g  o f  a g r ic u l tu r e  should  be p o s t­
poned :
. . . .  I  th in k  i t  i s  a good th in g  to  have an  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c o u rs e . I t  ought to  be made a g re a t su c c e s s , I f  I  know a n y th in g  
abou t c o n d it io n s  in  th e  S o u th . The c h ie f  d i f f i c u l t y  i s  going to  
be to  se c u re  th e  r i g h t  k ind o f te a c h in g  f o r c e .  J u s t  a t  p re s e n t  
i t  i s  going to  be  alm ost im p o ssib le  t o  do t h i s .  The whole p ro b ­
lem w i l l  r e s o lv e  i t s e l f  i n to  how to  g e t a good, s u c c e s s fu l  te a c h e r  
who can do t h i s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  w ork. The tim e  i s  n o t r ip e  f o r  th e se
a g r i c u l t u r a l  s c h o o ls . We should  w ait a l i t t l e  w h ile  lo n g e r 
we a re  s u re  o f su c c e ss , b e fo re  we make t h i s  attempt.*** 
^ P ro c e e d in g s  o f th e  C onference o f  H lgh-School P r in c lp a ls  o f P u b lic  
E d u c a tio n . December 1 6 -18 . "1908 tB aton Rouge: The New A dvocate, 19095*
p .  12.
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That a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a tio n  was n o t f a r in g  v s ry  w e ll i n  th e  sc h o o ls  
was in d ic a te d  by S u p e rin te n d en t H a rr is  In  1913 a s  fo llo w s :
For th r e e  y e a rs  th e  S ta te  has been f o s t e r in g  and a id in g  d e p a r t ­
m ents o f a g r i c u l tu r e  i n  t h e  p u b lic  sc h o o ls . When t h i s  work was 
in a u g u ra te d , I  hoped and b e lie v e d  t h a t  i t  would p rove a g r e a t  s tim ­
u lu s  to  a  b e t t e r  a g r i c u l tu r e  in  th e  s t a t e .  The r e s u l t s ,  however, 
have n o t been v e ry  g r a t i f y in g .  With a  few  b r i l l i a n t  e x c e p tio n s , 
th e  d ep artm en ts  have no t accom plished  th e  good th a t  was ex p ec ted  
o f them . They have n o t j u s t i f i e d  th e  co n fid en ce  and re s p e c t  o f 
th e  p u b lic  n o r th e  e x p e n d itu re s  o f money re q u ire d  t o  m ain ta in  
t he m. . . .
The o b je c t  of t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  to  urge you to  th row  in to  t h i s  
a g r i c u l t u r a l  work th e  b e s t  o f your b ra in s  and e f f o r t  and to  make 
i t  a su c c e s s . U nless t h i s  i s  done, the  p u b lic  w i l l  soon demand, 
and r i g h t l y  s o ,  th e  abandonment o f t h i s  ty p e  o f sch o o l w o rk .^ ’
The f i r s t  a g r i c u l t u r a l  high  sc h o o ls  were supported  e n t i r e l y  by lo c a l  
fu n d s . V. L . Roy re p o r te d  t h a t  t h i s  p lac ed  a  f in a n c ia l  burden on lo c a l  
com m unities. S ince such in s t r u c t io n  was o f  s ta te -w id e  in te re s t-  and v a lu e , 
i t  should  re c e iv e  s t a t e  s u p p o r t .  The G eneral Assembly in  1910 a p p ro p r i­
a te d  money to  a id  a g r i c u l t u r a l  d ep artm en ts  a t  th e  l o c a l  l e v e l .  Roy was 
one o f th e  s ta u n c h e s t  ad v o ca te s  f o r  f e d e r a l  a s s i s ta n c e  t o  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
e d u ca tio n  in  1915# when a n a t io n a l  movement was underway by la b o r  le a d e r s ,  
e d u c a to rs ,  and o th e rs  f o r  f e d e r a l  a id  t o  v o c a tio n a l  e d u c a tio n .
The f e d e r a l  government p rov ided  m onetary a s s is ta n c e  to  s t a t e s  th rough  
th e  passage  of th e  N a tio n a l V o c a tio n a l A ct, known a s  th e  Smith-Hughes A ct, 
i n  1917. The purpose  o f  t h i s  law a s  r e l a t e d  t o  a g r ic u l tu r e  i s  m entioned 
in  th e  fo llo w in g  e x c e rp t from  th e  law:
That in  o rd e r  t o  r e c e iv e  th e  b e n e f i t s  o f  such a p p ro p r ia tio n s  
fo r  th e  s a l a r i e s  o f te a c h e r s ,  s u p e rv is o r s ,  o r  d i r e c to r s  o f a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  s u b je c t s ,  th e  s t a t e  board  o f  any s t a t e  s h a l l  p ro v id e  in
^ C i r c u l a r  L e t t e r  Number 27 d a te d  O c to b er 8 , 1913 o f  th e  S ta t e  De­
p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a .
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I t s  p la n  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  e d u c a tio n ; t h a t  such  e d u c a tio n  s h a l l  
be t h a t  which i s  under p u b lic  s u p e rv is io n  or c o n t r o l ;  t h a t  th e  
c o n t r o l l in g  purpose  of such e d u c a tio n  s h a l l  be to  f i t  f o r  u se­
f u l  employment; t h a t  such ed u ca tio n  s h a l l  be o f l a s s  th a n  c o l ­
leg e  grade and be designed  to  meet th e  needs o f p e rso n s  over 
fo u r te e n  y e a rs  o f age who have e n te re d  upon, o r who a re  p re p a r ­
in g  to  e n t e r  upon, th e  work o f  th e  farm  o r o f th e  farm  h o m e .^
L o u is ian a  acc ep ted  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f t h i s  law  in  1918. The law  
p rov ided  t h a t  th e  S ta te  shou ld  s e t  up a s t a t e  board o f v o c a t io n a l  edu­
c a t io n  and t h a t  th ro u g h  re s p o n s ib le  p a r t i e s  w ork ing  under th e  s t a t e  
b o a rd , a  s t a t e  p la n  f o r  th e  a d m in is t r a t io n  o f  th e  funds should  be s e t  
up. The L e g is la tu re  e s ta b l is h e d  th e  means by which the  members o f th e  
S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  became members o f th e  S ta te  Board fo r  V ocation ­
a l  E d u ca tio n . The s t a t e  su p e rin te n d e n t o f p u b lic  e d u ca tio n  became th e  
s t a t e  d i r e c to r  o f  v o c a tio n a l e d u c a tio n . The s t a t e  d i r e c to r  d e s ig n a te d  
a  su p e rv iso r  o f th e  v o c a t io n a l  a g r i c u l t u r a l  sc h o o ls  and th rough  him th e  
funds a v a i la b le  under th e  p ro v is io n s  o f  th e  Sndth-Hughes Act were d i s ­
t r ib u t e d  to  th e  v a r io u s  p a r is h e s  on t h e i r  a p p l i c a t io n s . ^
The S ta te  Departm ent of E ducation  encouraged sch o o ls  hav ing  a g r i ­
c u l t u r a l  departm en ts t o  meet th e  p ro v is io n s  o f th e  Smith-Hughes Act so  a s  
to  o b ta in  f e d e r a l  a s s i s ta n c e .  By 1925 th e re  were o n ly  two p u b lic  schoo ls
in  th e  s t a t e  o f f e r in g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s u b je c ts  which were no t r e c e iv in g  fe d ­
e r a l  a id .  In  h is  annual r e p o r t  fo r  schoo l s e s s io n  1924-1925 S u p e rin te n d en t 
H a rr is  s t a t e d :
We a re  c o n fin in g  a g r i c u l t u r a l  v o c a t io n a l  work to  th e  S m ith-
Hughes s c h o o ls . . . . O ne-half o f  th e  s a l a r i e s  of te a c h e rs  o f
^ E lm s r  A. Lewis (com p.). Laws R e la tin g  to  V o c a tio n a l E ducation  and 
A g r ic u l tu r a l  E x ten sio n  Work (W ashington: U nited  S ta te s  Government
P r in t in g  O ff ic e ,  1936), p p . 8 -9 .
^ A nnual R ep o rt f o r  t h e  S e s s io n  1927-1928 . B u l l e t i n  Number 148
o f  th e  S t a t e  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a  (B aton  Rouge: Ram ires
Jo n e s  P r i n t i n g  Company, 1929)* p p . 4 9 -5 0 .
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a g r ic u l tu r e  in  th e  Smith-Hughes sch o o ls  i s  p a id  ou t o f f e d e r a l  
fu n d s , and th e  c o u rse s  o f s tu d y  pursued  must meet c e r ta in  r e ­
qu irem ents l a i d  down by th e  f e d e r a l  a u th o r i t ie s .^ ®
B eginning o f te a c h e r-p re p a re d  c u r r i c u la . The p r a c t ic e  o f having
each te a c h e r  o f a g r ic u l tu r e  p rep a re  h is  own cou rse  of study  f o r  app roval
by th e  S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation was undertaken in  e a rn e s t  in  1926.
This was done in  keeping  w ith a p ro v is io n  o f th e  Smith-Hughes Act which
s ta te d  th a t  th e  cou rse  of s tu d y  must be designed  t o  meet th e  needs of
persons fo u rte e n  y ea rs  o f age o r over who had e n te red  upon or who were
p re p a r in g  to  e n te r  upon th e  work o f th e  farm ,
G uilbeau, th e  s t a t e  su p e rv iso r  of a g r i c u l t u r a l  ed u ca tio n , in d ic a te d
t h a t  th e  p r a c t ic e  o f te a c h e rs  p re p a rin g  th e  course  of s tu d y  to  meet th e
needs and in t e r e s t s  of in d iv id u a l  p u p ils  was in  vogue:
A one-year te a ch in g  program has been form ulated  by each te a c h e r  
fo r  h is  community. D e f in ite  o b je c tiv e s  have been s e t  up and each 
te a c h e r  d u rin g  the  coming year w i l l  work toward th e  accomplishment 
o f th e se  o b je c t iv e s .  I t  i s  the  purpose of th e  su p e rv iso r  to  r e ­
q u ire  each te a c h e r  a ls o  to  submit a w e ll-d e fin e d  f iv e -y e a r  p ro g ra m .^
Two y e a rs  l a t e r  G uilbeau req u ire d  each te a c h e r  o f v o c a tio n a l a g r ic u l ­
tu r e  in  L ou isiana  t o  fo rm u la te  a p lan  o f work and to  subm it i t  to  h is  
o f f ic e  fo r  f i n a l  a p p ro v a l. In  th e  p re p a ra tio n  o f the p lan  each  a g r ic u l ­
t u r a l  te a c h e r  was fu r th e r  re q u ire d  to  s e le c t  an a d v iso ry  board of some 
o f  h is  most i n f lu e n t i a l  and p ro g re ss iv e  p a tro n s  t o  ad v ise  w ith him about 
th e  needs o f  th e  community and to  help him in  o u t l in in g  and in  c a rry in g  
_ #
^A gjjua^  Report of th e  S ta te  Department of E ducation o f  L ou isiana  
f o r  th e  S ess ion  1924-1925 (Baton Rouge: Rami re s -Jo n e s  P r in t in g  Cospany,
192677"p * V*.
^ Annual R eport f o r  th e  S e ss io n  1926-1927. B u l le t in  Number 122 o f th e
S ta t e  D epartnw nt o f E d u ca tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a  (B aton Rouge: R am ires-Jones
P r i n t i n g  Company, 1 9 2 8 ), p .  6 4 .
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o u t h is  a g r i c u l t u r a l  program.^®
An a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u rr ic u lu m  p rep a red  by each te a c h e r  o f a g r i c u l t u r e . 
S. M. Jack3on, who assumed th e  p o s i t io n  o f  s t a t e  su p e rv is o r  o f v o c a tio n a l  
a g r i c u l tu r e  in  1931, con tinued  the  p r a c t ic e  o f hav ing  th e  a g r ic u l tu r e  
te a c h e r  p re p a re  th e  c o u rse  o f s tu d y . T h is was brough t out c le a r ly  in  th e  
c o u rse  o f s tu d y  o f 1933s
The term  "Course o f  Study in  V o c a tio n a l A g ric u ltu re "  i s  used 
a d v is e d ly  f o r  th e  fo u r y e a rs  o f work in  th e  h igh  sch o o ls  an d , i f  
i t  i s  p ro p e rly  o rg an iz ed , i t  i s  not fo u r  c o u rses  bu t a  c o n tin u a tio n  
o f th e  sane co u rse  over a p e rio d  o f fo u r  y e a r s .
The r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  co u rse  b u ild in g  r e s t s  w ith  the  te a c h e r  
o f  v o c a t io n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e .  The te a c h e r  must p rep a re  th e  co u rse  in  
o rd e r  t h a t  i t  may meet th e  needs o f  a p a r t i c u l a r  group o f p u p ils  
in  h i s  community. The N a tio n a l V o c a tio n a l E ducation  Act (Sm ith- 
Hughes Law) s t a t e s  t h a t  th e  co u rse  must be designed  to  . . .
"meet th e  needs o f persons fo u rte e n  y e a rs  o f  age o r o v e r, who have 
e n te re d  upon, o r who a r e  p re p a r in g  to  e n te r  upon, th e  work o f th e  
fa rm ."  B r ie f ly ,  t h i s  means t h a t  th e  cou rse  must se rv e  a group of 
b o y s ^ h o s e  aim i s  to  p rep a re  them selves fo r  th e  v o c a tio n  o f farm -
No a tte m p t w i l l  be made in  t h i s  s tu d y  to  show p r e c is e ly  what was 
o f fe re d  in  v o c a t io n a l  a g r ic u l tu r e  th roughou t th e  s t a t e  s in c e  th e re  might 
have been as many d i f f e r e n t  cou rses o f s tu d y  as th e re  were te a c h e rs  o f 
v o c a t io n a l  a g r i c u l t u r e .  The s t a t e  s u p e rv iso r  o f v o c a tio n a l  a g r ic u l tu r e  
gave th e  fo llo w in g  in s t r u c t io n s  to  gu ide  te a c h e rs  in  th e  s e le c t io n  o f 
c o n te n t  fo r  t h e i r  co u rse  o f s tu d y :
The c o n te n t o f a c o u rse  o f s tu d y  in  v o c a tio n a l  a g r ic u l tu r e  
should  be d e r iv e d  la r g e ly  from th e  ty p e , o r ty p e s ,  o f farm ing
Annual R eport fo r  th e  S essio n  1928-1929. B u l le t in  Number 165 of 
t h e  S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  o f L o u is ian a  (Baton Rouge: R am ires-
Jonee P r in t in g  Company, 1929), p . 50.
^ C o u rses  o f  S ttjdg  f o r  L o u is ia n a  High S c h o o ls . B u l l e t in  Number 259
o f  S ta t e  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a  o p . c i t . .  p .  171 .
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p r e v a i l in g  in  th e  l o c a l i t y ,  and be b u i l t  upon a s e l e c t iv e  b a s is  
to  r e p r e s e n t  a  f a i r  c o n p o s ite  o f th e  fa rm ing  p r o g r a m s  Qf  th e  mem­
b e rs  o f th e  c l a s s .  The id e a  which should  be k ep t c o n s ta n t ly  In  
mind i s  t h a t  th e  i n s t r u c t i o n  o f each boy in  th e  c la s s  shou ld  be 
based  on th e  a c t i v i t i e s  in  which he can  engage in  th e  type  o f  
farm ing  fo r  which he i s  r e c e iv in g  t r a i n in g .
C ourses o f  s tu d y  must be ba lanced  as to  th e  em phasis g iven  to  
th e  v a r io u s  p a r t s .
C ourses o f  s tu d y  must be f l e x ib le  enough to  meet th e  i n s t r u c ­
t i o n a l  demands growing o u t o f th e  s tu d e n ts ' su p e rv ised  fa rm -p ra c tlc e  
program s and to  c o n tin u e  t o  grow y e a r  a f t e r  y e a r  d u r in g  u se .
The d i f f e r e n t  p a r t s  o f  th e  c o u rse  should  be so  c o r r e la te d  and 
i n t e r r e l a t e d  t h a t  c ro s s  re fe re n c e s  may be made in  te a c h in g  t o  save 
tim e and e s t a b l i s h  r e l a t i o n s h ip s .
C ourses o f s tu d y  must u t i l i s e  th e  most e f f e c t iv e  methods o f 
p r e s e n ta t io n  c o n s is te n t  w ith  th e  tim e a v a i la b le  and l o c a l  oppor­
t u n i t y .  The approach  to  th e  te a c h in g  o f th e  a c t i v i t i e s  in c lu d ed  
in  th e  s tu d e n ts ' farm ing  program s should  be th rough  th e  needs o f  
th e  s tu d e n ts  fo r  w orking d a ta  in  d e a l in g  e f f e c t i v e l y  w ith  o p e r­
a t iv e  and management p rob lem s.
In b u ild in g  th e  c o u rse  of study  in  v o c a tio n a l a g r i c u l tu r e ,  i t  
should  be kep t in  mind a t  a l l  tim es t h a t  th e  work in  a g r ic u l tu r e  
shou ld  meet a s  n e a r ly  as p o s s ib le  th e  needs and I n t e r e s t s  o f th e  
in d iv id u a l  p u p i l s .  The p u p i l s ' needs and i n t e r e s t s  w i l l  be cen ­
te r e d  la r g e ly  around  th e  p a r t i c u l a r  a g r ic u l tu r e  p ra c t ic e d  in  th e  
s c h o o l 's  p a tro n ag e  a re a  and Inasmuch as th e  a g r i c u l tu r e  in  th e  
v a r io u s  com m unities in  L o u is ian a  v a r i e s ,  th e  m a te r ia l  which shou ld  
be s e le c te d  f o r  th e  c o u rse  o f s tu d y  w i l l  va ry  in  d i f f e r e n t  s c h o o ls . 
The te a c h e r  should  concern  h im se lf  w ith  prom oting th e  growth o f  h is  
p u p i ls  in  th o se  s k i l l s ,  know ledges, a t t i t u d e s ,  and i n t e r e s t s  o f 
v a lu e  t o  s u c c e s s fu l  farm ers r a th e r  th a n  w ith  th e  n r e  d is se m in a tio n  
o f a g r i c u l t u r a l  in fo rm a tio n . His te a c h in g  should  be sound from an 
economic s ta n d p o in t and in c lu d e  on ly  th o se  th in g s  which a re  v i t a l  
f o r  v o c a tio n a l  s u c c e s s .  Good o rg a n iz a tio n  in  te a c h in g  depends 
vpcn  w to t th e  p u p i l  can le a rn  and n o t upon what th e  te a c h e r  can 
te a c h .
In  a d d it io n  t o  th e  above in s t r u c t io n s  to  t e a c h e r s ,  th e  s t a t e  su p e r­
v i s o r  o f v o c a tio n a l  a g r ic u l tu r e  inform ed te a c h e rs  o f a g r ic u l tu r e  t h a t  
su p e rv ise d  farm  p r a c t ic e  was s t i l l  re q u ire d :
S uperv ised  a p p lic a t io n  o f v o c a tio n a l  in s t r u c t io n  i s  r e q u ir e d  
o f  a l l  p u p i ls  e n ro l le d  in  c o u rses  in  v o c a tio n a l  a g r ic u l tu r e  under
50i a a . ,  p p . 1 7 2 -3 .
191
th e  N a tio n a l V o c a tio n a l E duca tion  A ct.
The su p e rv ise d  f a rm -p ra c t ic e  program  o f  th e  in d iv id u a l  s tu d e n t  
i s  th e  backbone o f v o c a tio n a l  e d u ca tio n  in  a g r i c u l t u r e .  C lassroom  
in s t r u c t io n  and su p e rv ised  farm  p r a c t ic e  should  be welded to g e th e r  
so  th a t  they  a r e ,  in  r e a l i t y ,  one and th e  same. I n s t r u c t io n  b e g in s  
and ends w ith  th e  su p e rv ise d  farm  p r a c t ic e  p ro g ram .51
The p re p a ra t io n  o f an in d iv id u a l  c o tr s e  of s tu d y  by th e  te a c h e r  o f
a g r i c u l tu r e  t o  meet th e  needs and i n t e r e s t s  o f  each  p u p i l  has p e r s i s te d
to  th e  p re s e n t  t im e .
C u r r ic u la r  R equirem ents in  A g ric u ltu re
The maximum number o f u n i ts  p e rm itte d  to  be o f fe re d  tow ard g radu­
a t io n  has never exceeded f o u r .  In  o rd e r to  meet c o lle g e  e n tra n c e  r e q u ir e ­
m en ts, s tu d e n ts  e n ro l le d  in  th e  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c u rr ic u lu m  w ith  th e  in te n t  
to  a t te n d  c o lle g e  were p e rm itte d  to  ta k e  fo re ig n  languages o r some o th e r  
needed s u b je c ts  d u r in g  one o r two y e a rs  in  p la c e  o f a g r i c u l t u r a l  sub­
j e c t s .  T hus, th e  minimum req u irem en t o f s tu d e n ts  in  the  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
c u rr ic u lu m  has been e i t h e r  two o r th re e  u n i t s .
E x ten t to  Which High Schools Have O ffe red  A g r ic u l tu ra l  C ourses. 1906-1955
The numbers and p e rc e n ta g e s  o f  h igh  sch o o ls  in  L o u is ian a  o f f e r in g  a g r i ­
c u l tu r e  c o u rse s  a t  i n te r v a l s  from  1910 to  1956 a re  shown in  T able XIX.
I I I .  DEVELOPMENT OF THE CURRICULUM FOR HOKE ECONOMICS
The E v o lu tio n  o f  A Program  o f  S tu d ie s  For Home Economics
The f i r s t  s ta te -a p p ro v e d  co u rse  o f s tu d y  fo r  home economics was 
p re s e n te d  to  p u b lic  sch o o l p e rso n n e l in  1910. A few sch o o ls  had o f fe re d  
horns econom ics in  1908 and 1909 as an e x t r a - c u r r i c u l a r  o f f e r in g .  The 
O uach ita  P a r i s h  High School in  Monroe was th e  f i r s t  p u b lic  sch o o l in
51I b i d . .  p p . 173-4
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TABLE XIX
NUMBERS AND PERCENTAGES OF STATE-APPROVED WHITE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS 
OFFERING AGRICULTURAL SUBJECTS AT INTERVALS FROM 1910 t o  1956
Number o f S ta te -  P e rce n tag e  o f T o ta l  S ta te -
Approved White P u b lic  Approved W hite P u b l ic
School i e a r  High S chools O ffe rin g  High Schools O ffe r in g
A g r ic u l tu r a l  S u b je c ts*  A g r ic u l tu r a l  S u b je c ts
1910-1911 25 24.75
1915-1916 35 21 .60
1920-1921 39 18.66
1925-1926 35 11.01
1930-1931 57 15 .70
1935-1936 94 25.61
1940-1941 213 61.38
1945-1946 173 48 .11
1950-1951 235 65 .10
1955-1956 226 63.48
* S t a t i s t i e s  fo r  1910-1951 o b ta in ed  from a n n u a l r e p o r t s  of S ta te  
D epartm ent o f  E ducation  o f  L o u is ia n a . S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  1955-1956 com piled 
from  an n u a l r e p o r t s  o f h ig h -sc h o o l p r in c ip a l s  on f i l e  in  h ig h -sc h o o l 
s e c t io n  of th e  S ta te  D epartm ent o f  E ducation  o f  L o u is ia n a .
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th e  s t a t e  to  o f f e r  home econom ics. C la s se s  in  t h i s  s u b je c t  were s t a r t e d  
i n  Septem ber, 1908, and g i r l s  from th e  f i f t h  g rade  th rough  h igh  sch o o l 
were re q u ire d  to  ta k e  th e  work. T h is  b eg in n in g  met w ith  d is a p p ro v a l 
from  th e  p a re n ts  as th e  S ta te  Departm ent o f  E ducation  d id  n o t g ive  c r e d i t  
fo r  th e  c o u rs e s , and i t  was s a id  t o  be on ly  a " fad "  t h a t  ta u g h t g i r l s  
to  make "fudge and ra g  d o l l s .
By p la c in g  home economics in  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l c u rr ic u lu m , L ou is iana  
was keep ing  i n  l i n e  w ith  th e  n a t io n a l  t r e n d .  Schools in  o th e r  s e c t io n s  
o f th e  c o u n try , p a r t i c u l a r l y  in  th e  n o r th - c e n t r a l  re g io n , were te a c h in g  
home econom ics d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  decade o f  t h i s  c e n tu ry . In  1903, the  
N a tio n a l E ducation  A sso c ia tio n  ap p o in ted  a com m ittee to  in v e s t ig a te  in ­
d u s t r i a l  e d u c a tio n , in c lu d in g  home econom ics, in  schools f o r  r u r a l  
com m unities; and to  make recom m endations as to  th e  cu rric u lu m  fo r  such 
i n d u s t r i a l  f i e l d s  a s  a g r i c u l tu r e ,  dom estic  econooy, manual t r a i n in g ,  and 
dom estic  a r t .  The u n d e rly in g  m otive f o r  t h i s  in v e s t ig a t io n  was t o  a id  
in  making ed u ca tio n  in  r u r a l  a re as  more p r a c t i c a l  so as to  meet th e  needs
and i n t e r e s t s  o f r u r a l  you th  and to  educa te  youth  fo r  r u r a l  l i f e .  W, M.
Hays, a s s i s t a n t  s e c r e ta r y  o f  th e  U nited  S ta te s  Departm ent o f A g ric u ltu re  
in  1903* e x p ressed  th e  purpose a s  fo llo w s:
H ere to fo re  ou r e n t i r e  schoo l system  has looked tow ard c i t y  
l i f e .  Not on ly  th e  c i t y  graded  s c h o o ls ,  c i t y  h igh  s c h o o ls ,  and 
s t a t e  u n i v e r s i t i e s ,  b u t th e  n o n -p u b lic  s c h o o ls , and even th e  r u ­
r a l  s c h o o ls , have g iven  an e d u c a tio n a l  t r e n d  tow ard th e  c i t y .
The te a c h e r s ,  th e  te x tb o o k s , th e  i d e a l s ,  em phasise th e  c i t y  p ro ­
f e s s io n s ,  w h ile  th e  im p o rtan t everyday a f f a i r s  o f  th e  farm  and 
th e  farm  home, by sh e e r  n e g le c t ,  have been d is c r e d i te d  even in  
th e  r u r a l  s c h o o ls .
C ongress, in  s t a r t i n g  a system  o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o l le g e s ,  to o k
52K athryn G regg, "The Development o f Home-Economics D epartm ents in  
the  Secondary Schools of L o u is ia n a , 1908 to  1935" (unpub lished  M aste r’ s 
T h e s is , L o u is ian a  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty , 1936), p .  4 .
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th e  le a d  in  in a u g u ra tin g  a s e p a ra ta  system  of c o u n try  l i f e  e d u c a tio n . 
The f i f t y  a g r i c u l t u r a l  c o lle g e s  have become so  many in f e c t io n  p o in ts .
I f  r u r a l  sc h o o ls  can be o rg an ised  in to  la r g e r  u n i t s ,  w ith  one 
te a c h e r  adap ted  to  te a c h in g  a g r ic u l tu r e  and  a n o th e r  to  te a c h in g  
home econom ics, th e  boys can le a r n  how b e t t e r  t o  p la n t  and manage 
fa rm s, and th e  g i r l s  how b e t t e r  to  conduct th e  farm  home. . . .
A woman a s s i s t a n t  t r a in e d  t o  te a c h  home econom ics, w ith  th e  sm a ll 
equipm ent n e c e ssa ry  f o r  te a c h in g  cook ing , sew ing , home d e c o ra t io n , 
e t c . ,  cou ld  in  l ik e  manner p lac e  home econom ics a lo n g s id e  th e  
th r e e  R*s fo r  th e  g i r l s .  . . .53
The G eneral Assembly in  1910 en ac ted  a law r e q u i r in g  home economics in ­
s t r u c t io n  in  the  p u b lic  schoo ls of L o u is ia n a .^
The f i r s t  cou rse  o f a t ud.v in  home econom ics. 7 . L. Roy, ru u e rv iso r
o f  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s c h o o l s ,  subm itted  th e  f i r s t  home economics cou rse  of 
study  on August 23, 1910/fo r  use d u rin g  th e  1910-1911 sch o o l s e s s io n .
I t  p ro v id ed  fo r  home econom ics s u b je c ts  in  each  o f the fo u r  y e a rs  of 
h igh  s c h o o l. The s u b je c ts  were "ew ing, cooking, food s tu d y , p h y sio lo g y , 
home n u rs in g , d i e t e t i c s  and household  management.
The course  o f s tu d y  su b m itte d  by Roy fo llow ed  r a t h e r  c lo s e ly  the  
recom mendations g iven  below o f th e  Committee on I n d u s t r i a l  E ducation  in  
Schools f o r  R ural Communities:
T e x t i le  f a b r ic s  fo r  w earing a p p a re l and f o r  d e c o ra t iv e  p u rp o se s . 
Work under t h i s  to p ic  may in v o lv e  in s t r u c t io n  and p r a c t ic e  in  sew ing, 
d ressm aking and th e  making o f o th e r  a r t i c l e s  of w earing a p p a re l ;  
m il l in e r y ;  a s tu d y  o f th e  q u a l i ty  o f t e x t i l e  f a b r ic s  and t h e i r  ad­
a p ta t io n  to  c e r ta in  uses and c o n d it io n s ;  harmony o f  d e s ig n , c o lo r ,  
and m a te r ia l  in  c lo th in g  and fo r  d e c o ra t iv e  home fu rn is h in g .
Food m a t e r i a l s  and fo o d .—The p ro p e r tre a tm e n t o f  t h i s  to p ic  
demands a study  of food v a lu e s , n u t r i t i v e  and econom ic; s e le c t io n  
and c a re  of food m a te r ia ls ;  p r e p a ra t io n  o f fo o d s , p l a in ,  i n v a l id ,
^ N a t io n a l  E ducation  A s so c ia tio n , R eport o f the  Committee on 
I n d u s t r i a l  E ducation  in  Schools fo r  R u ra l Com munities. <x>. c l t . .  pp . 9 4 -5 .
^ A cts P assed  by th e  G eneral Assembly o f the S ta te  o f  L o u is ia n a  a t  
th e  R egu lar S e s s io n . 1910. l o c . c l t .
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and fancy  cook ing ; se rv in g  o f  fo o d s ; equipm ent o f  d in in g  room 
and k i tc h e n  u t e n s i l s ;  p r a c t i c a l  work in  la b o ra to ry ,  k i tc h e n , 
and d in in g  room, w ith  a s tu d y  o f  re a so n s  f o r  p ro c e sse s  employed.
Household economy and management. — Under t h i s  to p ic  th e  f o l ­
low ing s u b je c ts  shou ld  be s tu d ie d  b o th  from  a t h e o r e t i c a l  and a 
p r a c t i c a l  s ta n d p o in t :  F u rn ish in g  and c a re  o f  house ; house s a n i ­
t a t i o n ;  em ergencies and horse n u rs in g ;  lau n d ry  work; t r u e  economy 
In  m ark e tin g  and in  th e  management o f household  a f f a i r s ; house­
hold  a c c o u n ts .
S c ie n c e . Under t h i s  head , such e lem en tary  work sh o u ld  be 
g iv en  in  c h e m is try , b io lo g y , p h y s ic s , P h y s io lo g y , and  h y g ien e , 
a s  may a id  in  th e  m aste ry  o f th e  p rec ed in g  t o p i c s . 55
F u r th e r  ev idence  th a t  L ou is iana  looked t o  a n o th e r  s e c t io n  o f th e  c o u n try  
f o r  a s s i s ta n c e  in  s t a r t i n g  dom estic  econoiqy in  our p u b lic  sc h o o ls  i s  th e  
s ta te m e n t o f Roy th a t  th e  s y l l a b i  o f  th e  f i r s t  c o u rse s  in  home econom ics 
were p rep a red  by Theo F en ton , s u p e rv is o r  o f home econom ics in  sc h o o ls  o f 
M adison, W isconsin .
C re d it tow ards h ig h -sc h o o l g rad u a tio n  was now given fo r  s u c c e s s fu l  
c o n p le tio n  of home econom ics s u b je c t s ,  so  many sch o o ls  in tro d u c ed  o r made 
p re p a ra t io n s  to  e s t a b l i s h  th e  c o u rs e .  In  1912 sch o o ls  m eeting  s t a t e  r e ­
q u irem en ts in  te a c h in g  home econom ics were g iven  s t a t e  a s s is ta n c e  on a 
p a r  w ith  a g r i c u l t u r a l  s c h o o ls . The s u p e rv is io n  of dom estic  sc ie n c e  de­
p a rtm en ts  was p lac ed  under th e  E x tension  Departm ent o f  th e  L o u is ian a  
S ta te  U n iv e r s i ty .5?
Home econom ics cu rricu lu m  o f 1912. The f i r s t  s e p a ra te  home economics 
cu rric u lu m  w hich p re se n te d  home econom ics s u b je c ts  a lo n g  w ith  academ ic
•^ N a tio n a l E ducation  A sso c ia tio n , R eport of th e  Committee on 
I n d u s t r i a l  E ducation  in  Schools f o r  R u ra l Com m unities. op . c l t . . p .  20 .
Home Economics in  L o u is ian a  High S ch o o ls . 1910-1913 o p . c l t . .  p .  1 .
D epartm ents o f A g r ic u ltu re  and
^ " M in u te s  o f  th e  S t a t e  3oard  o f  E d u ca tio n  f o r  A p r i l  15 , 1912"
(u n p u b lis h e d , S t a t e  D epartm ent o f E d u ca tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a , B aton R ouge),
p .  207 .
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s u b je c ts  in  o rd e r ly  sequence f o r  th e  fo u r  y e a rs  o f h igh  sch o o l was s e t  
f o r th  in  th e  cou rse  o f s tu d y  o f 1912. H igh-Sehool In sp e c to r  F av ro t i n ­
d ic a te d  t h a t  p a tro n s  o f th e  p u b lic  sc h o o ls  had demanded v o c a t io n a l  c o u rse s  
in  h igh  sc h o o l and w anted c o u rses  in v o lv in g  manual a c t i v i t i e s  and a c o n te n t 
o f in fo rm a tio n  im m edia te ly  and p r a c t i c a l l y  s e r v ic e a b le .  F u rth e rm o re , th e  
c i v i l i s a t i o n  o f th e  tim e made an u rg e n t demand upon p u b lic  e d u c a tio n  to  
ho ld  bqys and g i r l s  in  sch o o l so t h a t  th e y  m ight become b e t t e r  and more 
e f f i c i e n t  c i t i z e n s .  The o ro v is io n s  in  th e  co u rse  of s tudy  o f 1912 were 
e s s e n t i a l l y  th e  same as th o se  in  th e  co u rse  o f s tu d y  of 1910. The on ly  
new s u b je c t  was p o u l t r y  and d a i r y .
Home economics s u b je c ts  o f fe re d  1913-1916. In  1913 E liz a b e th  K e lley , 
s u p e rv is o r  o f  home econom ics in  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls , re q u e s te d  h igh  sch o o ls  
to  adhere  t o  th e  fo llo w in g  re q u ire m e n ts : e ig h th  g rade—sew ing and t e x t i l e s ,
th r e e  doub le  p e rio d s  a week; n in th  g rade—cooking  and s tu d y  o f  fo o d s , f iv e  
double p e r io d s  a week; te n th  g rade—sewing and t e x t i l e s ,  f iv e  double p e r i ­
ods a  week; e le v e n th  g rade—h o u sew ifery , f iv e  double  p e r io d s  a week. She 
s t a te d  t h a t  th e  secondary  program s o f  which she had knowledge in d ic a te d  
t h a t  home econom ics was a  s id e  i s s u e ,  and th e  te a c h e r  o f th e  home econo­
m ics departm en t was re q u ire d  to  devo te  most o f  her tim e to  o th e r  s u b je c t s .
I f  sch o o ls  d id  n o t sch ed u le  th e  re q u ire d  home economics s u b je c ts  fo r  th e  
r e q u ire d  t im e , no s t a t e  a id  would be g i v e n .^
A nother course  o f  s tu d y  f o r  home economics was is su e d  in  1914 by R. 
M y rte lle  B i l l i n g s ,  who succeeded E liz a b e th  K elley  a s  s t a t e  su p e rv iso r  o f
5®Leo M. F a v ro t , Supplement t o  and R ev is io n  o f th e  S ta te  Course o f 
S tudy f o r  High Schools o f  L o u is ian a  (Baton Rouge: R am ires-Jonas P r i n t in g  
Company, 1 9 12 ), p .  3 .
- ^ C i r c u l a r  L e t te r  Number 38 o f  th e  S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  o f 
L o u is ia n a , U ndated, 1913*
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home econom ics. In  th e  y e a rs  ahead th e  c o u rse  o f s tu d y  in  home economics 
was t o  be in  a con tinuous s t a te  o f ex p erim en ta tio n  and r e v is io n .  The r e a ­
son fo r  th e  freq u en cy  o f change to  th e  home economics cu rric u lu m , as w ell 
as i t s  p u rp o se , was rev e a le d  in  th e  fo llo w in g  s ta tem en t o f B i l l in g s :
C ourses in  home economics a s  found in  c u r r ic u la  o f th e  schoo ls 
o f today  a re  no t r e s u l t a n t s  o f a c c id e n t bu t o f e v o lu tio n , th e  p u r­
pose o f which i s  t o  b rin g  th e  p u b lio  sch o o ls  in to  c lo s e r  and more 
v i t a l  touch  w ith  th e  c o n d itio n s  o f our p re se n t-d a y  c i v i l i s a t i o n ,  
and to  meet more f u l l y  th e  demands o f t h i s  c i v i l i z a t i o n .
To f i t  f o r  l i f e ,  to  make th e  in d iv id u a l  i n t e l l e c t u a l l y ,  s o c ia l ­
ly ,  m o ra lly , and i n d u s t r i a l ly  e f f i c i e n t  i s  th e  a l l - im p o r ta n t  fu n c tio n  
o f th e  ed u ca tio n  o f to d a y . The schoo l must produce no t m erely a 
good man or woman, b u t a good man or woman good fo r  som ething. For­
m erly a g i r l  was ta u g h t in  th e  home to  cook, s p in , weave, sew, and 
make garm ents, bu t modern l i f e ,  w ith  i t s  many c o m p le x itie s , has made 
t h i s  im p o ss ib le , so th e  sc h o o l must p rov ide  th is  t r a i n in g .  ^
P ro v is io n  was made in  th e  cou rse  o f  s tudy  o f 1914 fo r  th re e  y e a rs  o f 
cooking and sewing and one y ear o f household management which included  
th e  house , s a n i ta t io n ,  w ater su p p ly , la u n d e rin g , p e rso n a l and household 
a c c o u n ts , hom e-nursing, and in v a l id  c o o k e r y .^
V o ca tio n a l home economics as a r e s u l t  o f  F e d e ra l L e g is la t io n . The 
Smith-Hughes Act o f 1917, which made a p p ro p r ia tio n s  fo r t r a d e  and in d u s­
t r i a l  e d u c a tio n , a g r i c u l tu r a l  educa tion  and ed u ca tio n  in  home econom ics, 
was an im petus to  th e  home economics movement. S u p erin ten d en t H a rr is  had 
in d ic a te d  in  1916 th a t  th e  en ro llm en t in  a g r i c u l tu r a l  and home economics 
s u b je c ts  in  many h igh  sch o o ls  was so sm all t h a t  fo r  rea so n s  of economy 
c e r t a in  sch o o ls  would have to  a l t e r n a te  th e se  su b je c ts  by te a c h in g  them 
every  o th e r  y e a r . ^  C leora  C. H elb ing , s t a t e  su p e rv iso r  of home economics
t f y r te l le  B i l l in g s ,  Course of Study in  Home Economics fo r  th e  
P u b lic  Schools o f L o u is ia n a . Second E d itio n  ^Baton Rouge: S ta te  D epart­
ment o f E ducation of L o u is ia n a , 1914), P . 3 .
6 l I b i d . .  pp. 7 -8 .
^ C i r c u l a r  L e t t e r  Number 379 d a te d  Septem ber 25 , 1916 o f  th e  S ta te
D epartm ent o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a .
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i n  1917, was re s p o n s ib le  f o r  i n i t i a t i n g  th e  v o c a t io n a l  home economics 
program  in  com pliance w ith  th e  f e d e r a l  law  so  t h a t  th e  s t a t e  would get 
f e d e r a l  a id .
The l im ite d  funds a v a i la b le  from th e  Sm ith-Hughes Act made i t  p o s­
s i b l e  fo r  on ly  s ix  o f th e  217 home econom ics d epartm en ts t o  r e c e iv e  
f e d e r a l  a id  d u rin g  th e  p e r io d  from 1918 to  1 9 2 5 .^  The George-Reed Act 
o f 1929 p rov ided  la r g e r  f e d e r a l  a p p ro p r ia t io n s  fo r  home econom ics edu­
c a t io n ,  so more h ig h  sc h o o ls  shared  in  th e  n a t io n a l  homemaking program .
The f e d e r a l  funds made a v a i la b le  fo r  v o c a tio n a l  home economics th rough  
th e  above laws made i t  n e ce ssa ry  t o  a rra n g e  a orogram  o f work acco rd in g  
to  th e  fo llo w in g  su g g e s tio n s :
P ][. Home-economics c la s s e s  s h a l l  be sch ed u led  f o r  f iv e  
n in e ty -m in u te  p e r io d s  p e r  week, o n e - f i f t h  o f which tim e may be de­
vo ted  to  hom e-p ro jec t work. In  a d d i t io n ,  i t  i s  re q u ire d  th a t  th e  
r e l a t e d  se ie n c e s  (g e n e ra l  s c ie n c e  and b io lo g y ) be ta u g h t f o r  f iv e  
s ix ty -m in u te  p e r io d s  p e r week to  th e  g i r l s  in  se g re g a te d  c la s s e s .
Program  I I .  At l e a s t  120 m inutes d a i ly  s h a l l  be g iven  to  home 
econom ics and r e l a t e d  s u b je c ts ,  w ith  a minimum of s ix ty  m inutes 
d a i ly  t o  home econom ics, and th e  rem ainder o f th e  tim e to  r e la te d  
s u b je c ts  in  se g reg a ted  c la s s e s .
Program  I I I . N inety -m inu te  p e r io d s  d a i ly  s h a l l  be devoted to  
home econom ics w ith  r e l a t e d  sc ien c e  p a r a l l e l i n g  o r p rec ed in g  and 
ta u g h t in  c lo s e  c o r r e l a t io n  w ith  home-making P roblem s,
New c o u rse s  o f study  f o r  home economics were p rep a red  and is su e d  in  
1924 by C leo ra  C. H elb ing  and in  1929 by Clyde Mobley.
D em ocratic p ro c e ss  begun in  making home economics c u rr ic u lu m . Begin­
n in g  w ith  th e  co u rse  o f study  of 1924, th e  d em o cra tic  p r a c t ic e  o f cu rric u lu m
^ K a th ry n  Gregg, op . c i t . .  p .  4 , c i t i n g  p e rso n a l in te rv ie w  w ith  Clyde 
Mobley, January  16 , 193°•
^ L o u is ia n a  H jg h -3 ch o o l S ta n d a rd s — Manual o f  O rg a n iz a tio n  and Admini­
s t r a t i o n .  B u l l e t i n  Number l £ l  o f  S ta te  D epartm ent of E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a
(P am irs 's -Jo n es  P r i n t i n g  Company, 1 9 2 9 ), p .  104 .
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m aking was used* Acknowledgment was made to  K a rg a re t  Weeks and Jane 
V* R ice o f  S ta te  Normal C o lleg e! H elen Graham and C orabel W einer o f  
L o u is ian a  P o ly tec h n ic  I n s t i t u t e !  M a ttie  R. 9 e b a s tia n  o f  Lord, e l  ana s t a t e  
U n iv e rs i ty ,  and  th e  home econom ies c la s s e s  o f  th e  summer s e s s io n  o f  th e
above-named I n s t i t u t i o n s  f o r  t h e i r  h e lp fu ln e s s  i n  p re p a r in g  th e  suggested
65o u t l i n e s  f o r  home econom ice i n  th e  p u b lic  sch o o ls  o f  L o u is ia n a  i n  192U* 
P ro v is io n  was made i n  th e  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  o f  192U f o r  a  mar l  now o f  
f o u r  u n i t s  i n  c lo th in g ,  foods and cookery , home c a re  o f  th e  s ic k ,  w in te r  
c lo th in g ,  home management, food and n u t r i t i o n ,  and advanced c lo th in g *
From th e  t i n e  o f  t h i s  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  to  th e  p r e s e n t ,  s tu d e n ts  p u rsu in g  
th e  home econom ics c u rr ic u lu m  wore re q u ir e d  to  ta k e  hone econom ics f o r  
th e  f i r s t  two y e a rs  o f  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l oourse  and were encouraged to  ta k e  
hone econom ics d u rin g  th e  l a s t  two y ears*
S ince 1925 i t  has been  custom ary  fb r  group c o n fe ren c es  to  be h e ld  
a n n u a lly  th ro u g h o u t th e  s t a t e  to  d is c u s s  th e  hone economic a program  o f  
work f o r  th e  y e a r  and in d iv id u a l  problem s* T h is p r a c t ic e  has r e s u l te d  
i n  nxmsrous c o u rs e s  o f  s tu d y  and su g g ested  u n i ts  f o r  p re s e n tin g  th e  hone 
econom ics c o n te n t*  From t h i s  tim e u n t i l  th e  p r e s e n t ,  th e  cou rse  o f  s tu d y  
i n  hone econom ics has been  a  r e s u l t  o f  th e  consensus o f  th e se  annual c o n ­
f e r e n c e s .  The req u irem en ts  o f  th e  f e d e r a l  law s p e r ta in in g  to  home econom ics 
i n  th e  sc h o o ls , th e  view s o f  le a d e r s  i n  home econom ics ed u ca tio n  a t  th e  
n a t io n a l  le v e l  and i n  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  th e  c o u n try , and th e  changes i n  
s o c ia l  and economic U f a  have had an  in f lu e n c e  on th e  home econom ics ed u ­
c a to r s  o f  o u r s t a t e  i n  th e  p re p a ra t io n  o f  th e  cou rse  o f  s tu d y  f o r  home 
econom ics f o r  th e  hi{£i sch o o ls  o f  L ou isiana*
^ C le o r a  c* H elb ing  and Clyde I* Mobley, Oourse o f  S tudy i n  Heme 
Economics f o r  th e  P u b lic  Schools o f  L o u is ia n a  ( Baton~ftouge 1 'S ta te  fie- 
pa r beoni " b n d u c a t l o n  ojf L o u is ia n a , 19W*J, p* 6*
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Course o f study  o f  1929 f o r  home econom ics. D uring th e  summer of 
1927 p la n s  were made fo r  r e v is in g  th e  c o tr s e  o f  s tu d y  i n  home econom ics.
In  o rd e r  to  g e t th e  o p in io n s  o f te a c h e rs  and t o  c a r ry  on ex p erim en ts  w ith  
th e  su g g ested  p la n s ,  a te n a t iv e  o u t l in e  was p rep a red  and p u t in to  use 
d u rin g  th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f th e  sc h o o l y ear 1927-1928. The r e s u l t s  o f  th e  
su g g ested  program based  upon a b i l i t i e s  t o  be develooed and o b je c tiv e s  t o  
be accom plished were com piled by a com m ittee d u rin g  th e  s o r in g  of 1 9 2 8 .^  
• \f t9 r  i t  was c o n s id e re d  f u r th e r  by te a c h e r s ,  t h i s  c o m p ila tio n  emerged as 
th e  cou rse  o f s tu d y  o f 1929. T his course  of s tu d y  was th e  r e s u l t  o f th e  
u n ite d  e f f o r t s  of a la rg e  group o f home economics te a c h e rs  working in  
c o o p e ra tio n  w ith  th e  S ta te  Departm ent of E d u ca tio n . In  p rom ulga ting  th e  
co u rse  o f  s tu d y , S u p e rin ten d en t H a rr is  commented as fo llo w s :
The m a te r ia l  in  t h i s  pam phlet r e p re s e n ts  an a tte m p t on th e  
p a r t  o f th e  Home Economics D iv is io n  of th e  S ta te  Departm ent o f 
Sducation  to  b r in g  th e  course  o f s tu d y  in  home economics up to  
d a te .  We hope and b e lie v e  th a t  i t  resp o n d s t o  th e  demands o f th e  
te a c h e rs  in  home economics whose o p in io n s  a re  based upon modern, 
c o n d itio n s  and th e  needs o f homes In  our advanced c i v i l i z a t i o n .  ™
The cou rse  o f s tu d y  o f 1929 p rov ided  fo r  fo u r y e a rs  o f home economics 
fo r  g i r l s  and in tro d u c ed  a c o u rse  in  home economics f a r  b oys. Home Eco­
nomics I  in c lu d ed  h e a l th  and p e rso n a l h y g ien e , c lo th in g  and t e x t i l e s ,  
c a re  o f th e  home, b e a u t i f i c a t io n  o f home grounds, and food and n u t r i t i o n .
Home Economics I I  in c lu d ed  fam ily  and community r e l a t i o n s h ip s ,  food and 
n u t r i t i o n ,  h e a l th  and h y g ien e , a r t  in  r e l a t i o n  to  home econom ics, c lo th ­
in g  and  t e x t i l e s ,  and c h ild  c a re  and t r a i n i n g .  Home Economics I I I
^ Annual R eport o f  th e  S ta te  S u p e rin te n d en t o f  E d u ca tio n . 1926-1?27. 
B u l le t in  Nunbar 1 ^ 2 of S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  o f L o u is ian a  (Baton 
Rouge: R am iros-Jones P r in t in g  Company, 1928), p .  6 l .
^ C ly d e  Mobley and H azel Grimm Coxe, Course o f  Study in  Home Economics 
f o r  th e  P u b lic  Schools o f  L o u is ia n a . B u l le t in  Number 160 o f  S ta te  D epart­
ment o f E ducation  o f L o u is ian a  (Baton Rouge: S ta te  Departm ent o f  E d u ca tio n ,
1929) ,  P. 3 .
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In c lu d ed  th e  home and l t e  management, c h i ld  c a re  and t r a i n in g ,  food and 
n u t r i t i o n ,  and c lo th in g  and r e l a te d  s u b je c t s .  Home Economics 17 con­
ta in e d  a r t  r e l a te d  to  home m aking, advanced c lo th in g  and costume d e s ig n , 
advanced food and n u t r i t i o n ,  and home n u rs in g .
The c o u rse  in  home econom ics f o r  boys was added t o  th e  cu rricu lu m  
aa a r e s u l t  o f p o p u la r  d»irand, T h is f a c t  i s  p o in te d  out by th e  fo llo w ­
in g  comments:
There has been an in c re a s in g  number o f r e q u e s ts  fo r  in fo rm a tio n  
re g a rd in g  some phase of home-economics t r a i n in g  fo r  boys. This 
f a c t ,  and the  exchange o f c la s s e s  by th e  a g r ic u l tu r e  o r sc ie n c e  
te a c h e rs  w ith  th e  home-economics te a c h e rs  once a week, has made 
i t  ex p ed ien t to  o f f e r  su g g e s tio n s  f o r  s p e c ia l  problem s fo r  boys. g
Included  in  t h i s  co u rse  were many to p ic s ,  such a s  food and h e a l th  h a b i t s ,  
t a b le  e t i q u e t t e ,  food p r e p a ra t io n ,  home b e a u t i f i c a t io n ,  d u t ie s  o f a h o s t ,  
everyday manners and c o u r t e s i e s ,  and f i r s t  a id .  Acknowledgement was 
made t o  Maude F i r t h ,  d i r e c to r  o f home econom ics in  T u lsa , Oklahoma fo r  
p e rm iss io n  to  use th e  cou rse  which she had p rep a red  fo r  boys . ^
Course o f s tu d y  o f  1933 in  home econom ics. In  th e  co u rse  o f  s tu d y  
o f 1933 th e  p rob lem s, s u b je c t  m a t te r ,  and accomoanying le a rn in g  a c t i v i ­
t i e s  su g g ested  in  th e  co u rse  of s tu d y  o f  1929 were o rgan ized  around th e  
needs o f th e  g i r l ,  th e  fa m ily , *nd th e  home. An a ttem p t was made to  
p r e s e n t ,  c o o rd in a te ,  and in te g r a te  th o se  problem s d e a l in g  w ith  everyday 
l iv in g  and t o  develop  in  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l g i r l  some a p p re c ia t io n s  and
s k i l l s ,  and th e  a b i l i t y  t o  so lv e  problem s which would be most h e lp fu l
7 0t o  th e  homemaker. In  t h i s  co ix se  o f study  th e re  were fo u r y e a rs  o f
6gI b i d . .  p .  138.
6? I b i d .
70 c o u rse s  o f  S tudy f o r  L o u is ia n a  H igh S c h o o ls . B u l l e t i n  Number 259 o f
5 t a t e  D epartm ent o f E d u c a tio n  of L o u is ia n a  oj>. c l t . . p .  151 .
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home economics s u b je c ts  a s  fo llo w s: Hons economics I —h e a lth  and p e r­
so n a l hyg iene , s le e p in g  garm ents and undergarm ents, garm ents s u i ta b le  fo r  
household d u t i e s ,  c a re  o f the  home, b e a u tif ic a tio n  of home grounds, food 
and n u t r i t i o n ;  horn economics I I — fam ily  and coirmunity r e l a t io n s h ip s ,  
food and n u t r i t i o n ,  h e a lth  and hyg iene , a r t  in  r e l a t i o n  t o  home econom ics, 
c lo th in g  and t e x t i l e s ,  and  c h i ld  ca re  and t r a i n in g ;  home economics I I I — 
th e  home and management, c h i ld  c a re  and t r a i n in g ,  food and n u t r i t i o n ,  
c lo th in g  and r e l a te d  problem s; and home economics IV—advanced c lo th in g  
and r e l a te d  a r t ,  advanced food and n u t r i t i o n ,  and home n u rs in g .
Course o f study  o f  1935 In  home econom ics. Another course  o f study  
in  home economics was is su e d  in  1935. The course  o f stu d y  of 1933 had 
been under c o n s id e ra tio n  s in c e  i t  was prom ulgated . During th e  tw o -y ear 
p e rio d  from 1933 to  1935, e ig h t  s p e c ia l  con fe rences were held  in  the 
fo u r  s t a t e  c o lle g e s  of L ou isiana  fo r  the  purpose o f s tu d y in g  o b je c t iv e s ,  
u n i ts  o f w ork, and p lan s of te a c h in g . S evera l comm ittees were appoin ted  
in  1933 to  study  proposed p lan s  compiled f t r  th e  v a rio u s  u n i ts  in  th e  
e ig h th  and n in th  g rad e s , and to  make r e p o r t s  a y ear l a t e r .  These re p o r ts  
and o th e r  proposed re v is io n s  fo r  th e  te n th  and e le v e n th  grades were given 
c o n s id e ra tio n  in  th e  con fe rences he ld  in  the  summer of 193^. The r e s u l t s  
were co n p iled  and d i s t r ib u te d  in  tin *  fo r  th e  193^-1935 school s e s s io n . 
D uring th e  s p r in g  o f  1935 f i f t e e n  com m ittees were o rgan ized  to  r e v is e  ob­
je c t iv e s  and c o n te n t in  accordance w ith  r e s u l t s  ob tained  from p rev ious 
s tu d ie s  and w ith  p re s e n t  needs. A fte r  th e  c o n n it te e s  com piled t h e i r  
r e p o r t s ,  th e  chairm en met w ith  a r e p re s e n ta t iv e  o f th e  S ta te  Department 
o f E ducation  fo r  f u r th e r  study  on v a rio u s  u n i ts  and o b je c t iv e s .  In  mak­
in g  t h i s  r e v is io n  c o n s id e ra tio n  was given to  changing needs of peop le  in  
r e l a t i o n  t o  s o c ia l  and economic problem s, and to  g e n e ra l e d u c a tio n a l tre n d s  
and p r a c t i c e s .  Mapy te a c h e rs  from throughout th e  s t a t e  c o n tr ib u te d  to
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71t h i s  cou rse  o f s tu d y . 1
T his course  o f  s tu d y , l i k e  t h a t  o f 1933# was made up o f  numerous 
u n i ts  o f s tu d y  r a t h e r  th an  a s p e c i f i c  s u b je c t  f o r  each sem es te r o r each 
y e a r .  Some o f th e  u n i t s  o f  s tu d y  bore th e  same t i t l e s  as d id  some o f  
th o se  in  th e  c o u rse  of s tu d y  o f 1933, o th e rs  bore  t i t l e s  which were 
d i f f e r e n t  b u t which meant th e  same th in g ;  fo r  exam ple, h e a l th  and o e r -  
so n a l hygiene was c a l le d  h e a l th  and groom ing. A new u n i t  in  1935 was 
v o c a tio n a l  gu idance in  home econom ics. In c lu d ed  in  th e  co u rse  o f  study  
o f 1935 was a u n i t  on d a i ly  l iv in g  problem s f o r  boys.
C o irse  o f stu d y  o f 1933 in  home econom ics. The p r a c t ic e  o f  f r e ­
q u e n tly  changing th e  home econom ics c u rr ic u lu m  c o n tin u ed . In  1938 
a n o th e r  c o u rse  o f s tu d y  was issued*  I t  was based on th e  o b se rv a tio n s  of 
su p e rv is o rs  and te a c h e r s ,  and th e  a c t i v i t i e s  and r e p o r t s  o f  a la rg e  num­
b e r  o f te a c h e rs  who had g iven  c a r e f u l  c o n s id e ra tio n  to  th e  su g g ested  
p la n  fo r  te a c h in g  s tu d e n ts  a s  o u t l in e d  in  the course  o f stu d y  o f 1 9 3 5 .^
T eachers o f  home econom ics in  the  s t a t e  se rv ed  on com m ittees con­
cerned  w ith  v a rio u s  phases o f  home econom ics i n s t r u c t i o n .  They would 
subm it u n i ts  o f work l i s t i n g  o b je c t iv e s ,  p rob lem s, p r o j e c t s ,  and ex­
p e r ie n c e s .  A pparen tly , enough o f th e s e  u n i ts  >»re s e le c te d  by a 
consensus o f te a c h e rs  under th e  d i r e c t io n  of th e  head o f  th e  home eco­
nomics d iv is io n  o f th e  S ta te  Departm ent of Sducation  to  u t i l i s e  th e  
t h i r t y - s i x  weeks o f th e  sc h o o l y ear fo r  fo u r y e a r s .  T h ir ty -tw o  o f th e
"^Clyde Kobley and L ela A. Tom linson, T e n ta tiv e  Course of Study in  
Home Economics f o r  F u b lic  Schools o f  L o u is ia n a . B u l le t in  Number 298 of 
S ta te  Departm ent o f C d 'jcation  >f L o u is ian a  (flew 0 r l* a n s :  Thomas J .
Moran1'' Sons, 1 ? ?5 ), p .  5-
72' S uggestions fo r  Im proving Home-Sconomics I n s t r u c t io n  in  th e  r u b l i c  
Schools o f  L o u is la n a . N inth E d it io n , B u l le t in  Number 379 o f S ta te  D epart­
ment o f  S d u ca tio n  o f  L o u is ian a  (Baton Rouge: S ta te  Departm ent of E ducation
o f  L o u is ia n a , 1933), P» 5 .
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proposed  u n i ts  were com piled and p u b lish e d  as th e  c o u rse  o f s tu d y  in  
home econom ics f o r  1933- ” o s t o f th e  u n i ts  were th e  same in  n a tu re  as 
thor.e in  the  c o u rse  o f s tu d y  o f 1935, b u t bore d i f f e r e n t  t i t l e s .  One 
new -unit was s o c ia l - f a m i ly  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .
Course of s tu d y  o f  1943 in  home econom ics. The n ex t cou rse  o f 
study  in  home econom ics was p u b lish ed  in  1948. I t  was th e  r e s u l t  o f  th e  
ass id u o u s ,-iork o f home econom ics te a c h e rs  o f  th e  s t a t e  under th e  d i r e c t io n  
o f th e  home economics d iv is io n  o f the S ta te  Department o f S d u ca tio n . I t  
was a co u rse  of s tu d y  in  homemaking which r e f l e c te d  the  "b e s t le a rn in g  
p o s s i b i l i t i e s  fo r  c h i ld re n  in  th e  s e n io r  h ig h -sc h o o l g r a d e s . " ^
The s t a t e  conm ittee  f o r  homemaking met fo r  two days in  1944 to  
d isc u ss  problem s in  cu rricu lu m  s tu d y  and r e v i s io n ,  Beulah I .  Coon 
of th e  U nited S ta te s  O ffice  o f S duca tion  se rv ed  as d is c u s s io n  le a d e r  
and c o n s u l ta n t ,  A re p o r t  o f t h i s  m eeting , w ith  su g g e s tio n s  fo r  g e n e ra l 
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  s tu d y in g  c u r r i c u la r  p rob lem s, was s e n t  to  te a c h e rs  in  
Jan u ary , 1945. A second m eeting  in  Ju n e , 1945 was a tte n d e d  by s ix te e n  
h ig h -sc h o o l te a c h e r s ,  who se rv ed  a s  co-chairm en o f  e le v e n  com m ittees; 
and e ig h t  c o lle g e  te a c h e r s  and f iv e  s u p e rv is o r s ,  who served  as c o n s u lt­
a n ts  a t  l o c a l  and s t a t e  l e v e l s .  T h is group worked fo r  th r e e  days in  
rev iew in g  m a te r ia ls  subm itted  by 155 te a c h e rs  th rough  chairm en in  f o r t y -  
one p a r i s h e s .  The e f f o r t s  o f  the  s t a t e  com m ittee fo r  homemaking r e s u l te d  
in  th e  p re p a ra t io n  of a c h a r t  showing th e  scope o f  home economics fo r  
g rades seven th rough  tw elve and u n i ts  o f  in s t r u c t io n  which had been
^ Supplem entary P ro g re s s  R eport o f S ta te  C urricu lum  Committee in  
Homemaking. B u l le t in  Number 575-A o f  S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  o f 
o f L o u is ian a  (Baton Rouge: S ta te  Departm ent o f  E ducation  o f L o u is ia n a ,
1946), p .  3 .
planned  and t r i e d  ou t by te a c h e rs  d u rin g  the  p rev io u s  y e a r . ^
The above u n ite  p lu s  o th e rs  d i s t r ib u te d  in  1946 served  a s  te a c h e r s 1 
i n s t r u c t io n a l  gu ides from  1945 to  1948. During t h i s  p e rio d  th e  s t a t e  
cu rricu lum  conm ittee  he ld  annual m eetings to  con tinue  s tu d y in g  m a te r ia ls  
and co n tin u e  p lan s  fo r  p rep a rin g  a new course  of s tu d y . In  a d d it io n ,  
some of th e  s t a te  chairm en he ld  m eetings f o r  t h e i r  re s p e c tiv e  comm ittees 
t o  com plete u n i ts  o f in s t r u c t io n .
In  1948 a suggested  scope of th e  homemaking program was prom ulgated 
I t  l i s t e d  the fo llo w in g  a re a s  of in s t r u c t io n  in  homemaking: c lo th in g  and
f a b r i c s ,  food and n u t r i t i o n ,  p e rso n a l and fam ily  l iv in g ,  and c h ild  de­
velopment and th e  home.
The su g g e s tio n  was made th a t  te a c h e rs  " teach  human r e la t io n s h ip s ,
management o f tim e , use of money, consumer buying , and a r t  in  c o n n ec tio n ,
76w ith  each u n i t  o f  w ork." Most o f th e  u n i ts  were th e  same to p ic s  which 
had appeared  in  p reced in g  co u rses  of s tu d y  a lthough  under s l ig h t ly  d i f f e r  
e n t t i t l e s  in  most c a se s . Among the new u n i ts  noted  was p e r s o n a l i ty  
developm ent, which inc luded  boy and g i r l  r e l a t io n s h ip s .  More s t r e s s  was 
p laced  on s p e c ia l  problem s in  fam ily  l iv in g .
The un d erly in g  ph ilosophy  fo r  such rap id  changes in  th e  horns econo­
mics cu rricu lu m  was in d ic a te d  by the  3 ta te  D ire c to r  o f Elem entary and 
Secondary E ducation and by th e  S ta te  S u p erin ten d en t o f E ducation . R. R. 
Ewers in d ic a te d  i t  a s  fo llo w s:
^ P ro g ress  Report o f S ta te  C urriculum  C onn ittee  in  Homemaking. 
B u l le t in  Number 575 of S ta te  Department of Education o f  L ouisiana 
(Baton Rouge: S ta te  Department o f Education o f L o u is ian a , 1945)* P. 7 .
75E d u ca tio n  f o r  Home and Fam ily  L iv in g . B u l le t in  Number 651 o f
S ta te  D epartm ent o f E d u c a tio n  o f L o u is ian a  (B aton Rouge: S ta te  De­
p a rtm e n t o f  E d u ca tio n  o f L o u is ia n a ) ,  p .  i v .
76I b i d . ,  p . 3 .
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The cu rric u lu m  o f  our sc h o o ls  i s  a p e r s i s t e n t  problem  o f 
e d u c a tio n . D uring r e c e n t  y e a rs  th e r e  has been a d e f in i t e  e f ­
f o r t  on th e  p a r t  o f sch o o ls  t o  implement th e  ph ilo sophy  i n i t i ­
a te d  by John Dewey d u rin g  th e  l a t t e r  p a r t  of the  N in e te en th  
C entury  which p h ilo so p h y  h e ld  t h a t  e d u c a tio n  shou ld  be lin k e d  
w ith  l i f e .
Although th e  p re s e n t  cou rse  o f s tu d y  fo r  homemaking c la s s e s  
in  L o u is ian a  Schoo ls has up to  th e  p re s e n t  tim e met adm irab ly  
th e  needs o f te a c h e rs  in  t h i s  f i e l d ,  o b v io u sly  new tre n d d  and - -  
c o n d itio n s  have su g g ested  a com plete re v is io n  of t h i s  m a te r ia l .
S u p e rin te n d en t Cox« gave h is  views re g a rd in g  cu rric u lu m  change a s  fo llo w s:
The cu rricu lu m  of our sch o o ls  i s  no t s t a t i c  bu t a l i v i n g ,  dy­
namic e x p e rien ce  of co n tin u o u s growth of c h i ld r e n .  To p ro v id e  
th e  r i c h e s t  and f u l l e s t  developm ent o f th e  p u p i l s ,  th e  sc h o o l 
c u rr ic u lu m  must be re v is e d  from  tim e to  tim e to  be in  l in e  w ith  
t h e i r  p re s e n t  and fu tu re  n e ed s . P erhaps th e re  i s  no a re a  o f th e  
sch o o l program  which i s  more s e n s i t iv e  t o  th e  t a c i t  demands o f  
modern sc ie n c e  and s o c ia l  w e lfa re  th a n  t h a t  which d e a ls  Drim*- 
r i l y  w ith  homemaking.7
Home and fam ily  l iv in g  added in  1952. One of the  u n i ts  which had 
appeared  in  s e v e r a l  home econom ics c o ir s e s  o f s tu d y  was home and fam ily  
l i v i n g .  In  th e  cou rse  o f s tu d y  o f 1952, t h i s  u n i t  was l i s t e d  as a 
s p e c ia l  c o v rs e . The rea so n  g iven  fo r  in tro d u c in g  t h i s  cou rse  was th a t  
many h igh  schoo ls th ro u g h o u t th e  n a tio n  were o f f e r in g  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r  
you th  to  s tu d y  problem s v i t a l  in  t h e i r  d a i ly  l iv e s  and problem s th e y  
would meet in  s e t t i n g  up t h e i r  own homes. The S ta te  Departm ent o f  Edu­
c a t i o n  adopted  as a goa l to  work tow ard home and fam ily  l iv in g  and
79homemaking e d u c a tio n  f o r  ev e ry  boy and g i r l  in  h igh  sc h o o l.
77P ro g re ss  R eport o f S ta te  C urriculum  Committee in  Homemaking. 
o p . c i t . .  p .  Uf
78Supplem entary P ro g re ss  R eport o f S ta te  C urriculum  C onm ittee in  
Homemaking. o p . c i t . .  p . 3 .
^ Annual R ep o rt o f  th e  S ta te  S u p e r in te n d e n t o f  S d u c a tio n . 1952-1953 .
B u l l e t i n  Number 781 o f  S ta t e  D epartm ent o f  S d u ca tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a  (B aton
R ouge: S ta te  D epartm ent o f  S d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a ,  1953)* P . 10 1 .
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The E x ten t to  Which High Schools Have O ffered  Home Economics S u b jec ts
The numbers and p e rc en ta g es  o f h igh schoo ls o f fe r in g  home economics 
co u rses a t  in te r v a l s  between 1910 and 1956 a re  p r e s e j te d  in  Table XX,
IV. DEV2L0EMENT OF THE CURRICULUM FOR INDUSTRIAL EDUCATION
E v o lu tio n  of A Program  of S tu d ie s  fo r  I n d u s t r i a l  E ducatlon
I n d u s t r i a l  ed u ca tio n  today  in  th e  h igh  schoo ls o f L ou isiana  embraces 
two o v e r-la p p in g  a re a s  o f s tu d y , nam ely, t r a d e  and i n d u s t r i a l  ed u ca tio n  
and i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  e d u c a tio n . S ince th e se  two s u b je c t f i e ld s  a re  s im i­
l a r  and s in c e  th ey  evolved from th e  same manual t r a in in g  s u b je c ts ,  they  
w i l l  be t r e a te d  to g e th e r  in  t h i s  s e c t io n .
Although manual t r a in in g  cou rses in  woodwork and m echanical drawing 
were o ffe re d  in  a few schoo ls o f L ou isiana  o r io r  to  1912, i t  was no t u n t i l  
th e  course o f study  o f 1912 th a t  such c o ir s e s  aopeared in  a p re sc r ib e d  
course  o f s tu d y . As was th e  case  in  o th e r  v o c a tio n a l s u b je c ts ,  i n d u s t r i a l  
ed u ca tio n  e n te red  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l cu rricu lum  o f  L ou isiana  a s  th e  r e s u l t  
o f a movement which had s t a r te d  in  t h i s  coun try  in  the  Hew England S ta te s  
and had spread  to  L o u is ian a ,
F a c to rs  le a d in g  i s  ih e  In tro d u c tio n  o£ in d u s t r i a l  su b je c ts  in  th e  
c u rr ic u lu m . The in c re a se  o f in d u s t r ie s  in  L ou isiana  which brought about 
a movement o f people  from r u r a l  to  urban a re a s ,  th e  d e s ire  to  e lim in a te  
d ro p -o u ts  and to  keep p u p ils  in  schoo l lo n g e r , th e  e d u c a tio n a l D hilosophy 
o f m eeting th e  in d iv id u a l  needs, i n t e r e s t s ,  and a b i l i t i e s  o f  p u p i ls ,  and 
th e  demand o f p a tro n s  of th e  schools fo r  c o u rse s  o f a p r a c t ic a l  n a tu re
a re  f a c to r s  which led  to  the  in tro d u c tio n  of i n d u s t r i a l  s u b je c ts  in  th e
p re s c r ib e d  h ig h -sch o o l cu rricu lum  in  L o u is ian a .
The views of s e v e ra l  educa to rs  o f L o u isiana  concern ing  th e  need
fo r  i n d u s t r i a l  ed u ca tio n  w i l l  be p resen ted  to  s u b s ta n t ia te  the above r e ­
marks :
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TABLE XX
NUMBERS AND F ERCENTAGS3 OF STATE-APPROVED '.VHITE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS 
OFFERING HOME ECONOMICS SUBJECTS AT INTERVALS FROM 1910 TO 1956
n a
'c h o o l Year
Numbers o f C ta te -  
Aoproved White P u b lic  
High Schools O ffe r in g  
Home Economics Courses*
P e rc e n ta g e s  o f T o ta l S ta te . 
Approved White P u b lic  High 
Schools O ffe rin g  Home 
Economics C ourses
1910-1911 12 11.88
1915-1916 116 81.69
1923-1924 218 73.15
1925-1926 233 73.27
1930-1931 253 69.70
1935-1936 280 76.29
1940-1941 347 89.90
1945-1946 342 92.43
1950-1951 355 98.34
1955-1956 342 96.35
^ S t a t i s t i c s  f o r  1910-1951 o b ta in ed  from annual r e p o r ts  o f  S ta te  
D epartm ent o f  E d u ca tio n . S t a t i s t i c s  fo r  1955-1956 c o n p iled  from annual 
r e p o r ts  of h ig h -sc h o o l o r in c ip a ls  on f i l e  in  n ig h -sc h o o l s e c t io n  o f  th e  
S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  of L o u is ia n a ,
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Statem ent o f C. C. Henson t o  th a  f i f t h  annual m eeting  o f  th e  
L o u is ian a  School Board A sso c ia tio n  on A p ril 15 , 1910:
W ithin th e  l a s t  f i f t y  y e a rs  a v a s t  change has tak e n  p la c e  in  
our i n d u s t r i a l  o rd e r .  The household  and neighborhood system  o f 
p ro d u c tiv e  la b o r  i s  no m ore. The c e n te r  o f g r a v i ty  in  ou r in d u s­
t r i a l  s o c ie ty  has s h i f t e d  from th e  home to  th e  f a c to r y .  Today, 
In d u s try  i s  c e n t r a l i s e d .  The d iv is io n  o f la b o r  and th e  concen­
t r a t i o n  o f in d u s t ry  have c re a te d  th e  f a c to r y ;  and th e  f a c to ry  
system  of p ro d u c tio n  has e lim in a te d  th e  household  methods o f  work* 
Today, th e  home cannot g iv e  i n d u s t r i a l  t r a i n in g  i f  i t  wants t o .
The q u e s tio n  th en  a r i s e s :  Should n o t th e  sc h o o l a ttem p t to  do
fo r  boys and g i r l s  in  a sm all m easure , a t  l e a s t ,  what th e  home 
fo rm erly  d id  in  a la rg e  m easure? In  o th e r  w ords, shou ld  we no t 
supplem ent a cu rricu lu m  o f books w ith  a cu rricu lu m  o f o c c u p a tio n s ,90
S ta tem ent o f S u p e rin te n d en t T . M. Wade o f Tensas P a r is h  to  a j o in t
m eeting o f  p a r is h  su p e r in te n d e n ts  and p a r is h  schoo l board members on
Jan u ary  8 , 1912:
The demand fo r  v o c a t io n a l  e d u c a tio n  under schoo l c o n d itio n s  
i s  a w idespread one, and i s  ro o te d  in  the  s o c ia l  change o f the 
ag e . R ig h tly  o rg a n iz e d , v o c a tio n a l  e d u c a tio n  w i l l  orove a p r o f ­
i t a b l e  investm en t fo r  s o c ie ty .  . .
S ta tem ent o f P re s id e n t  7 . L. Roy o f L o u is ian a  S ta te  liormal School 
to  a  j o in t  m eeting  o f p a r is h  su p e r in te n d e n ts  and p a r is h  schoo l board
members on January  3 , 1912:
I t  i s  n o t e s s e n t i a l  a t  t h i s  tim e to  p re s e n t an e la b o ra te
argum ent on b e h a l f  o f  th e  im portance o f i n d u s t r i a l  e d u c a tio n .
I t  s u f f ic e s  to  sa y  th a t  t h i s  i s  an i n d u s t r i a l  ag e ; t h a t  in  a l l  
th e  h i s to r y  o f  th e  w orld th e  im portance o f the  in d u s t r ie s  has 
never been so  f u l ly  r e a l i z e d ;  t h a t  in  o rd e r  to  make th e  sc h o o l 
th e  medium f o r  r e l a t i n g  th e  l i f e  o f th e  c h i ld  to  th e  w orld in  
which he l iv e s  i t  i s  n e c e ssa ry  th a t  i n d u s t r i a l  t r a in in g  be o f ­
fe re d  in  th e  s c h o o ls .  . . . t h a t  th e re  i s  as much o f  t r u e  edu­
c a t io n  in  th e  s tu d y  o f  i n d u s t r i e s  and in  g e n e ra l i n d u s t r i a l  
t r a i n in g  a s  th e r e  i s  i n  th e  s tu d y  o f the h u m a n itie s . . . .
goC. C, Henson, "The School As A S o c ia l and I n d u s t r i a l  C e n te r ,"  Min­
u te s  o f th e  L o u is lan a  School Board A sso c ia tio n  (Baton Rouge: A pril 15,
19 1 0 ), p .  1 6 -3 .
J o in t  M eeting o f P a r l s h  S u p e rin te n d en ts  and Members o f P a r ls h  
School Boards (Baton Rouge: R am ires-Jones, 1912 ), pp . 9 -1 1 ,
82I b i d . .  p p . 17-24
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S ta tem en t o f P ro f e s s o r  W. B, Hale o f  L o u is ian a  I n d u s t r i a l  School 
a t  Huston to  a j o i n t  m eeting  o f p a r is h  su p e r in te n d e n ts  and p a r is h  schoo l 
board members on Jan u ary  8 , 1912:
The n e c e s s i ty  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  e d u c a tio n  i s  made c l e a r  by th e  f a c t  
th a t  about n in e ty  p e rc e n t o f th e  peop le  o f t h i s  c o u n try  belong to  
th e  p roducing  c la ss .® 3
S ta tem en t o f S ta te  H igh-School In sp e c to r  Leo F av ro t in  the i n t r o ­
d u c tio n  to  th e  co u rse  o f s tu d y  o f 1912 :
T here i s  a d i s t i n c t  demand fo r  a b ro a d e r and more f le x ib le  
cou rse  o f s tu d y  in  ou r h igh  s c h o o ls . T h is demand comes m ainly 
from two so u rc e s . I n  the  f i r s t  p la c e ,  our p a tro n s  a re  demand­
in g  v o c a tio n a l  c o u rse s  in  our h igh  s c h o o ls . They a re  ask in g  fo r  
manual a c t i v i t i e s  and fo r  a c o n te n t  o f  in fo rm a tio n  im m ediate ly  
and p r a c t i c a l l y  s e rv ic e a b le .  In  th e  second p la c e ,  ou r p r e s e n t -  
day c i v i l i z a t i o n  makes an u rg en t demand upon ue to  ho ld  our boys 
and g i r l s  in  sch o o l to  th e  end th a t  th ey  may became b e t t e r  and 
more e f f i c i e n t  c i t i z e n s .  ^
E vents le a d in g  to  th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f manual t r a in in g  in  th e  c o r s e  
o f s tu d y  in  1912. C uring th e  1909-1910 sch o o l s e s s io n , th e  s t a t e  h ig h -  
sch o o l in s p e c to r  re p o r te d  t h a t  s e v e r a l  school^  n o ta b ly  S h re v ep o rt,
Je n n in g s , and D o n a ld so n v ille  would be p reo a red  by th e  nex t year to  equio  
t h e i r  sc h o o ls  to  in a u g u ra te  a co u rse  in  manual t r a i n i n g .  The h ig h -sc h o o l 
in s p e c to r  re p o r te d  th e  n ex t y e a r  th a t  c o u rses  in  manual t r a i n in g  had been 
o rg an ized  a t  S h re v e p o rt, Monroe, and D o n a Id so n v ilie ; and t h a t  th e  la c k  
o f a th o ro u g h ly  o rgan ized  cou rse  p rev en ted  i t s  irrm ediate in tro d u c tio n  in  
many p la c e s , 83
At th e  a n n u a l m eeting  in  A p r i l ,  1910 o f  th e  L o u is ian a  School Board 
A sso c ia tio n , th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f i n d u s t r i a l  e d u c a tio n  in  th e  p u b lic  schoo ls
83I b i d . .  p . 24 .
8^Leo M. F a v ro t, og,. c l t . .  p . 6 .
8^B ie n n ia l  R eport o f the  S ta te  S u p e rln te n d en t o f P u b lic  E ducation  
to  th e  Governor and t o  th e  G enera l Assembly. School S ess io n s  1909-1910 and 
1910-1911 fBaton Houge: R am ires-Jones P r in t in g  Company, 1 9 1 2 ;, p . 74.
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re c e iv e d  c o n s id e ra b le  a t t e n t i o n .  A com m ittee composed o f H. C. Bond, 
d i r e c to r  o f  manual t r a i n in g ,  L a fa y e t te ,  L o u is ia n a ;  J .  H. B re s , su p e r­
in te n d e n t o f sc h o o ls  o f  West Baton Rouge P a r i s h ;  and C. J ,  Brown, s t a t e  
e lem en tary  sch o o l s u p e rv is o r ,  were ap p o in ted  to  in v e s t ig a te  i n d u s t r i a l  
work be ing  done in  sch o o ls  in  o th e r  s t a t e s  o f th e  Union. C. J .  Brown 
se n t th e  fo llo w in g  l e t t e r  to  th e  s t a t e  s u p e r in te n d e n t o f e d u c a tio n  in  
th e  o th e r  s t a t e s :
H. C. Bond, D ire c to r  o f Manual T ra in in g , L a fa y e t te ,  L o u is ia n a ;
J .  H. B res , S u p e rin te n d en t o f  West Baton Rouge P a r i s h ,  P o r t  A llen , 
L o u is ia n a ; and m yself were ap p o in ted  to  a com m ittee, a sh o r t  tim e 
a g°» by our S ta te  School Board A sso c ia tio n  to  in v e s t ig a te  th e  i n ­
d u s t r i a l  work now b e ing  done in  th e  o th e r  s t a t e s  in  th e  Union.
W ill you k in d ly  send t o  each o f our a d d re sse s  any p u b l ic a t io n s  o r 
any in fo rm a tio n  a long  t h i s  l in e  which you may be a b le  t o  fu rn is h  
us? Any S uggestions a s  to  where we could  g e t  a d d i t io n a l  i n f o r ­
m ation  in  your s t a t e  would, a l s o ,  be g r a t e f u l ly  r e c e iv e d . ®
As f u r th e r  ev id en ce  t h a t  L ou isiana  was fo llo w in g  th e  n a t io n a l  movement o f
p la c in g  i n d u s t r i a l  ed u ca tio n  in  th e  sc h o o ls  i s  th e  l e t t e r  o f S ta te  H igh-
School In s p e c to r  Favrot t o  p r in c ip a l s  o f  h igh  sch o o ls  in  variou s Parts o f
th e  U nited  S ta te s :
In  resp o n se  t o  a r e q u e s t  made o f your s t a t e  su p e r in te n d e n t to  
d e s ig n a te  th e  h igh  sch o o ls  in  your s t a t e  o f f e r in g  c o u rses  in  th e  
i n d u s t r i a l  b ra n c h e s , I  re c e iv e d  your name and th a t  o f your s c h o o l .
We d e s i r e  t o  examine th e  c o u rse s  in  i n d u s t r i a l  b ranches in  s e v e ra l  
s t a t e s  w ith  a view to  in p ro v in g  and o rg a n iz in g  s im i la r  c o u rse s  in  
our own s t a t e  h igh  s c h o o ls .  I f ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  you is s u e  a c a ta lo g u e  
o r  l i t e r a t u r e  o f any k ind  d e s c r ib in g  th e  work done in  your h ig h  
schoo l in  manual t r a in in g ,  dom estic  s c ie n c e , a r t ,  a g r i c u l tu r e ,  o r 
commerce, I  shou ld  g r e a t ly  a p p re c ia te  your sen d in g  me a c o p y ,8 *
The h ig h -sc h o o l p r in c ip a ls  a t  t h e i r  a n n u a l co n fe rence  fo r  the  1911-
1912 schoo l s e s s io n  advocated  th e  o rg a n iz a tio n  of an i n d u s t r i a l  cu rric u lu m
to  in c lu d e  manual t r a in in g  and shop work. This su g g e s tio n  was passed  on
to  H igh-School In sp e c to r  F av ro t fo r  h is  c o n s id e ra tio n  when he would d r a f t
^ C i r c u l a r  L e t te r  d a ted  March 3 , 1911 o f  S ta te  D epartm ent o f Educa­
t i o n  o f L o u is ia n a .
^ C i r c u l a r  L e t te r  d a ted  January  25, 1912 o f th e  S ta te  Departm ent o f
E d u ca tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a .
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th e  cou rse  o f study  o f 1912 .
Manual t r a in in g  in tro d u c e d  In  th e  c o u rse  o f s tu d y  o f 1912.  In  th e  
co u rse  o f study  o f 1912 were p ro v is io n s  fo r  e le c t iv e  manual t r a in in g  
001**se s  in  bench work and jo in e ry ,  jo in e ry  and c a b in e t  work, and nm chani- 
c a l  d raw ing . The fo llo w in g  in s t r u c t io n  and e x e rc is e s  in  woodwork and 
draw ing were in c lu d e d  in  th e  c o u rse  in  manual t r a i n i n g :  ( 1 ) le s so n s  in
k in d s and q u a l i t i e s  o f wood, ca re  o f t o o l s ,  e t c j  ( 2 ) in s t r u c t io n  and ex­
e r c i s e s  in  free -h an d  and m echanical draw ing o f  o b je c ts  used as e x e r c is e s ;  
(3 ) i n s t r u c t io n  and e x e rc is e s  in  bench work in  wood-sawing, p la n in g , 
te n o n s , m o r t i s e s ,  and jo in e r y ;  and (4 ) p ro je c t  work.
Few changes in  i n d u s t r i a l  e d u c a tio n  p r io r  to  193?. In  th e  co u rse  
o f  s tu d y  o f 1916 and in  each course  o f study  u n t i l  1929 were two u n i ts  
in  manual t r a i n in g ,  one in  woodwork and one in  m echanical d raw ing . These 
co u rse s  were e le c t iv e  ex cep t in  th e  c o u rse  of s tu d y  of 1925 , which in ­
tro d u ced  a s p e c ia l  manual t r a in in g  cu rricu lu m  and made i t  m andatory t h a t  
a l l  s tu d e n ts  p u rsu in g  t h i s  c u rr ic u lu m  e a rn  two u n i ts  in  manual t r a i n in g  
a s  a req u irem en t fo r  g ra d u a tio n .
In  th e  co u rse  o f s tu d y  o f 1929 th e  s u b je c t  e n t i t l e d  "Woodwork” was 
changed to  "Shopwork" and sch o o ls  were a u th o r iz e d  to  o f f e r  two y e a rs  o f 
shopwork and tw o y e a rs  o f m echan ica l d raw in g . Those p u rsu in g  th e  manual 
t r a in in g  c u rr ic u lu m  were re q u ire d  to  ta k e  two y e a rs  o f m anual t r a in in g  b u t 
cou ld  o f f e r  a maximum o f fo u r  u n i ts  tow ard m eeting  g ra d u a tio n  re q u ire m e n ts .
E xpansion  o f i n d u s t r i a l  ed u ca tio n  begun in  1933. T here were two d i s ­
t i n c t  changes in  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  ed u ca tio n  cu rricu lu m  o f  th e  co u rse  o f  s tu d y  
o f  1933* F i r s t ,  th e  b roaden ing  of th e  i n d u s t r i a l  ed u ca tio n  cu rricu lu m  
was begun* P r io r  to  th e  c o u rse  o f s tu d y  o f 1933, i n d u s t r i a l  e d u ca tio n
F a v ro t, Leo M,, o^ . c l ^ i , p . 23.
was l in d to d  to  woodwork and m echan ica l d raw ing . Three new i n d u s t r i a l  
co u rse s  were added to  th e  c u rr ic u lu m  in  1933. These were g e n e ra l  shop, 
e lem en ta ry  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  and m otor m echan ics. S econd ly , th e  long  fa m il­
i a r  term  "manual t r a in in g "  was re p la c e d  by th e  term  " in d u s t r i a l  a r t s . "  
T h is  was in  l i n e  w ith  a n a t io n a l  movement. Each of th e s e  chances needs 
t o  be d isc u sse d  a t  g r e a te r  le n g th  f o r  i t  i s  a t  t h i s  p o in t  t h a t  th e  de­
velopm ent o f  i n d u s t r i a l  e d u c a tio n  in  th e  h igh  sch o o ls  o f  L o u is ian a  was 
begun in  two s e p a ra te  ways, nam ely, i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  and t r a d e  and in d u s ­
t r i a l  e d u c a tio n .
Reasons f o r  new i n d u s t r i a l  c o u rse s  added in  1933. H igh-School 
S u p e rv iso r  Trudeau ex p la in e d  in  a l e t t e r  o f August 2 k t 1932, h is  rea so n s  
f o r  r e q u e s t in g  new i n d u s t r i a l  co u rses  in  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l cu rric u lu m .
The in c re a s e  in  th e  number o f s u b je c ts  in  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  f i e l d  were i n ­
ten d ed  to  meet th e  e x is t in g  economic and i n d u s t r i a l  c o n d itio n s  in  a 
number o f L o u is ian a  com m unities. F u rtherm ore , he s ta te d  t h a t  th e  old 
co u rse  o f  s tu d y  was to o  r e s t r i c t i v e ,  t h a t  th e r e  was a w idespread  demand 
fo r  r i c h e r  co u rse  o f  s tu d y , and t h a t  th e  new i n d u s t r i a l  c o u rse s  were e le c  
t i v e  and n o t re q u ire d .® ^
The g e n e ra l  shoo cou rse  was designed  to  g ive  th e  fundam enta ls o f and 
t o  se rv e  a s  an in tro d u c tio n  t o  v a rio u s  n r a c t i c a l  t r a d e s ,  such as woodwork 
m achine sh o p , m echan ica l d raw ing , e l e c t r i c a l  shop, m otor m echanics, and 
fo rg in g . The w idespread  use o f au tom ob iles and o th e r  m achinery having 
m otors was an added f a c to r  le a d in g  to  th e  in tro d u c tio n  o f  m otor m echanics 
T h is co u rse  o rov ided  in s t r u c t io n  in  th e  c a re  and upkeep o f a u to m o b ile s , 
b u se s , t r u c k s ,  t r a c t o r s ,  and farm  m achinery e n g in e s . The e v e r - in c re a s in g
^ O f f i c i a l  P ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E d u c a tio n . August 2 ^ .
19 3 2 . 32.* £ i t . ,  P .  1 0 .
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use  o f e l e c t r i c i t y  i n  the  homes, b u s in e s s , in d u s t r y ,  t r a n s p o r t a t io n ,  and
com m unication, and th e  f a c t  t h a t  so many p eo p le  were employed in  work
re q u ir in g  some knowledge o f th e  fundam entals o f e l e c t r i c i t y  in f lu e n c e d
th e  in tro d u c tio n  in  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l cu rricu lu m  of th e  co u rse  in  elem en-
90t a r y  e l e c t r i c i t y .
Indus t r i a l  a r t s  and t r a d e  s c h o o ls . D uring th e  two decades p r io r  to  
1933» when th e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  cu rricu lu m  was i n i t i a t e d ,  th e  concept o f 
i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  was b e in g  developed . The ad v o ca tes  o f i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  
tho u g h t th a t  th e  v o c a tio n a l  o b je c tiv e  o f  manual t r a in in g  should  bo sub­
o rd in a te d  to  a c u l t u r a l  a im . O ther e d u c a to rs  f e l t  th a t  manual t r a in in g  
in  th e  p u b lic  sc h o o ls  was n o t p re p a r in g  w orkers to  meet th e  needs o f in ­
d u s try  and b u s in e s s , and th a t  s e p a ra te  i n d u s t r i a l  sch o o ls  a p a r t  from th e  
h igh  sch o o l shou ld  be e s ta b l is h e d .
Those fav o rin g  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  as c u l t u r a l  s u b je c ts  and as a p a r t  
o f g e n e ra l  ed u ca tio n  contended th a t  th e  t r a d e s  were so numerous t h a t  th ey  
could  n o t a l l  be ta u g h t  in  th e  sch o o l shop . T h e ir  p o in t o f view  was ex­
p re s se d  by Stombaugh:
S i g i i f i c a n t  in  t h i s  movement has been th e  tendency  to  s h i f t  th e  
em phasis from th e  acquirem ent o f t o o l  s k i l l s  and th e  knowledge of 
p ro c e sse s  to  the  c o n te n t o f th e  s u b je c t .  The id ea  has developed 
t h a t  th e  t r a d e s  a r e  so  numerous th a t  i t  i s  im possib le  w ith in  th e  
p ro v in ce  o f th e  sch o o l shop t o  te a c h  a l l  o f  t h e i r  p ro c e s s e s . The 
sc h o o l i s  l a r g e ly  l im ite d  to  hand s k i l l s  because o f economic f a c ­
t o r s ,  and th e  age and a b i l i t y  o f p u p i ls .  Through th e  in tro d u c tio n  
o f  m achinery and s p e c ia l i z a t io n  in  in d u s t ry ,  t r a d e s  a re  c o n s ta n t ly  
ch an g in g , and th e s e  hand s k i l l s  a re  now l i t t l e  in  demand. T here­
fo re  th e  sch o o l shop i s  becoming more o f a la b o ra to ry  in  which th e  
p u p il  may g e t f i r s t - h a n d  in fo rm a tio n  abou t m a te r ia ls  and in  which 
he can e x p lo re  th o se  f i e l d s  th a t  ap p ea l to  h is  i n t e r e s t s .
In  t h i s  movement i s  to  be no ted  th e  tendency  from te a c h e r  d ic ­
ta te d  problem s f u l ly  e x p la in e d  toward p u p il  s e le c te d  problem s de­
manding some though t and s e l f - d i r e c t i o n  on th e  p a r t  o f  th e  p u p i l .
^ C o u rse  o f  Study fo r  L ou is iana  High S c h o o ls . B u l le t in  Number 259
o f  S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  o f L o u is ia n a , og,. c i t . .  p p . 207-20 .
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In  keep ing  w ith  th e  tendency  tow ard e n ric h ed  c o n te n t in  i n d u s t r i a l  
a r t s  work i s  th e  movement to  sh o r te n  th e  c la s s  p e rio d  and p la c e  th e  
work on an e q u iv a le n t  c r e d i t  b a s i s  w ith  th e  o th e r  sch o o l s u b j e e t s , ° l
An im p o rtan t f a c to r  le a d in g  to  th e  t r a d e  sc h o o l movement, th e  e f f e c t  
o f w hich was f e l t  in  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l c u rr ic u lu m  in  L o u is ian a  in  1935 when 
s tu d e n ts  were allow ed h ig h -sc h o o l c r e d i t  fo r  c o w s e s  pursued  in  t ra d e  
s c h o o ls , was the  r e p o r t  o f  th e  M assachuse tts  Coianission on I n d u s t r i a l  
and T ech n ica l E duca tion  in  1906. T his r e p o r t  was w ide ly  d issem in a ted  
and quoted  f r e q u e n t ly  th roughou t th e  U nited  S ta te s .  I t  had a d e f in i t e  
in f lu e n c e  in  p rom oting  a movement fo r  v o c a tio n a l e d u c a tio n  in  p u b lic  
s c h o o ls . The commission recommended t h a t ,  in  a d d it io n  to  th e  elem ents 
o f i n d u s t r i a l  t r a i n in g  ta u g h t  in  th e  p u b lic  s c h o o ls , th e r e  should  be s e t  
up d i s t i n c t i v e  I n d u s t r i a l  sc h o o ls  se p a ra te d  e n t i r e l y  from the  o u b lic  
sch o o l system  to  f u r th e r  t h i s  e lem en tary  t e a c h i n g .^
In  th e  rem ainder o f t h i s  s e c t io n  th e  developm ent o f  th e  cu rric u lu m  
w i l l  be p re se n te d  f o r  two phases o f  i n d u s t r i a l  e d u c a tio n : i n d u s t r i a l
a r t s ,  which was ta u g h t in  th e  p u b lic  h igh s c h o o ls ;  and tra d e  and in d u s­
t r i a l  e d u c a tio n , which was ta u g h t in  sD ec ia l t r a d e  s c h o o ls . The c u r r i c ­
ulum of th e  l a t t e r  w i l l  be co n sid e red  only  in s o f a r  as i t  p e r ta in e d  to  
s tu d e n ts  o f th e  s ta te -a p p ro v e d  h igh  s c h o o ls .
D e v e lo p m e n t &£ i n d u s t r i a l  a r t .a  c u rr ic u lu m . High sch o o ls  were a u th o r­
iz e d  in  th e  course  o f s tu d y  of 1937 to  o f f e r  th e  same I n d u s t r i a l  cou rses 
which were in  th e  co u rse  o f  study  o f  1933 p lu s  two new c o u rse s—machine
*^Ray litombaugh, A Survey of The Movements C ulm inat ing  in  In d u s­
t r i a l  A rts  E duca tion  in  Secondary Schools CMew York: Bureau o f
P u b l ic a t io n s ,  T eachers C o lle g e , Columbia, U n iv e rs i ty , 1936), pp . 132-3 .
^ R a y  Stombaugh, og.. c l t . .  p .  117, c i t i n g  R eport o f th e  M assachusetts 
Cnnnn^«elon on I n d u s t r i a l  and T ech n ica l E d u ca tio n . 1906. p .  23 ,
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shop and sh e e t m e ta l work. In  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  cu rric u lu m  of 1933 
one was p e rm itte d  to  e a rn  a maximum of fo u r  u n i ts  bu t was re q u ire d  to  
ea rn  a t  l e a s t  two u n i ts  in  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  s u b je c ts  a s  a g ra d u a tio n  r e ­
q u irem en t. In th e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  c u rr ic u lu m  o f 1?37 a maximum o f fo u r 
u n i ts  in  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  c o u rse s  cou ld  s t i l l  be counted toward g rad ­
u a t i o n ;  how ever, th e r e  was no minimum req u irem en t o f a l l  s tu d e n ts  
p u rsu in g  th a t  c u rr ic u lu m .
A s p e c i a l  program in  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  e d u c a t io n  a t  th e  h ig h - s c h o o l  
l e v e l  was su b m itte d  t o  h ig h - s c h o o l  t e a c h e r s  in  1946 . S u p e r in te n d e n t  
Coxa p o in t e d  ou t th a t  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  a s  an i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  f u n e r a l  edu­
c a t i o n  was grow ing r a p id l y  in  L o u is ia n a .  So nany request*? from p a r ish  
s u p e r in t e n d e n t s ,  p r i n c i p a l s ,  and t e a c h e r s  had been r e c e iv e d  th a t  i t  was 
n e c e s s a r y  to  employ a f u l l - t i m e  s u p e r v i s o r  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  e d u c a t io n  
and t o  p rep are  a s p e c i a l  b u l l e t i n  f o r  th e  gu id an ce  o f  s c h o o l  p e r s o n n e l .
The work o f  H. C. Thomas, s t a t e  su p e r  - i s o r  o f  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  e d u c a t io n ,  
i n  p r e p a r in g  th e  co u r se  o f  s tu d y  o f  1946 was acknow ledged, a s  were th e  
e f f o r t s  o f  t e a c h e r s ,  s u p e r v i s o r s ,  and members o f  th e  f a c u l t i e s  o f  s t a t e  
t e a c h e r - t r a i n i n g  i n s t i t u t i o n s . ^3
In th e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  cu rr icu lu m  o f  1946 th e r e  was a r a d i c a l  depar­
tu r e  from th e  two p r e v io u s  c u r r i c u l a .  P r o v i s io n s  were n o t  male fo r  
s p e c i f i c  s u b j e c t s .  I n s t e a d ,  numerous su g g e s te d  a r ea s  or u n i t s  were l i s t e d  
in  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  program o f  s t u d i e s  and s tu d e n t s  were p e r m itted  t o  
e l e c t  a s  many a s  fo u r  u n i t s  toward m e e t in g  g ra d u a t io n  r e q u ir e m e n ts .  The 
s u g g e s te d  a r e a s  were a u to  m ech a n ic s ,  b o o k b in d in g , b r a id in g  and k n o t t in g ,
93h . 0 .  Thomas, A T e n t a t iv e  V rogram i n  I n d u s t r i a l  .Arts on th e  
Secondary L e v e l . B u l l e t i n  Number o f S t a t e  Department o f  E ducation  
o f  Loui s i  ana (Bat on Douge: f t  te  Department o f  E ducation  o f  L o u is ia n a ,
1 9 4 6 ) ,  p .  7 .
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camp a n i ou tdoo r cook ing , c e ra m ic s , e l e c t r i c i t y  and r a d io ,  home g a rd en in g , 
home m echan ics, g e n e ra l shop , p r in c ip le s  o f i n t e r i o r  d e c o ra t io n , l e a th e r  
c r a f t ,  m echan ica l d raw ing, g e n e ra l m e ta ls ,  pho tography , p l a s t i c s ,  plumb­
in g , p r i n t i n g ,  woodworking, c o u r te s y , t e x t i l e s  fo r  men*s w ear, and 
s e le c t in g  a w ardrobe.
Two f a c to r s  which c o n tr ib u te d  to  th e  v a r i e ty  o f i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  
c o u rse s  which high  schoo ls cou ld  o f f e r  were the  i n d u s t r i a l  expansion  
in  L o u is ian a  and th e  su g g e s tio n s  a t  th e  n a t io n a l  le v e l  re g a rd in g  an in ­
d u s t r i a l  a r t s  procram . The fo llo w in g  reaso n s f o r  in c re a s in g  th e  in d u s­
t r i a l  a r t s  o f f e r in g s  were g iven  by Thomas:
L o u is ian a  i s  a t  th e  p re s e n t  tim e em barking on an e x te n s iv e  
program o f  i n d u s t r i a l  e x p an s io n . T his means t h a t  th e  sc h o o ls
must t r a i n  the youth  o f th e  s t a t e  to  fa c e  and so lv e  new ty p e s
of p rob lem s, . . . *
T hat i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  was c o n s id e re d  a s  a  phase of g e n e ra l  ed u ca tio n  i s
re v e a le d  by th e  fo llo w in g  d e f in i t io n  a p p ea rin g  in  the  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s
c u rr ic u lu m  o f 1946:
I n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  i s  a phase of g e n e ra l  e d u c a tio n  th a t  concerns 
i t s e l f  w ith th e  m a te r ia ls ,  p ro c e s s e s ,  and p ro d u c ts  o f m anufacture  
and w ith  th e  c o n tr ib u t io n  o f  th o se  engaged in  in d u s t ry .  The le a r n ­
in g s  come th rough  th e  p u p i ls  ex p erien ce  w ith  to o ls  and m a te r ia ls  
and th rough  h is  s tu d y  o f  r e s u l t a n t  c o n d itio n s  o f  l i f e .  I t  i s  a 
c u rr ic u lu m  a re a  r a th e r  th a n  a s u b je c t  o r a c o u rs e , be ing  compa­
r a b le  in  t h i s  re s p e c t  to  th e  language a r t s . 9*
An in d ic a t io n  th a t  th e  s t a t e  program  was in f lu e n c e d  by tho u g h t a t  th e  
n a t io n a l  l e v e l  i s  th e  f a c t  th a t  n ine  o b je c t iv e s  l i s t e d  in  th e  cou rse  o f 
s tu d y  f o r  th e  s t a t e  were i d e n t i c a l  w ith  a l i 3t  o f o b je c tiv e s  f o r  th e  i n ­
d u s t r i a l  a r t s  P u b lish ed  by th e  American V o c a tio n a l A s s o c ia t io n ,^
95Ib ± d ., p . 9. 
q6I b i d . .  pp . 9 -10 , c i t i n g  American V o c a tio n a l A s so c ia tio n , Im proving 
I n s t r u c t io n  in  I n d u s t r i a l  A rts T each ing . Hevised E d itio n  (’W ashington, D.C; 
The A sso c ia tio n , 1946), P . 51.
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Another program o f s tu d i e s  fo r  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  was is su e d  by th e  
S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  in  1952, Thomas p o in te d  o u t th a t  many 
new in d u s t r i e s  had moved in to  L o u is ian a  s in c e  th e  l a s t  program  of s tu d ie s  
was is su e d  and  t h a t  th e  a n t ic ip a te d  d e c e n t r a l i s a t io n  o f  in d u s try  in  the  
n a tio n  would p ro b ab ly  b r in g  much more in  th e  f u t i r e  y e a r s .  T h is  new In ­
dia t r y  meant new problem s f o r  h ig h -sc h o o l s tu d e n ts ,  problem s which th e  
high  sch o o ls  should  t r a i n  youth  to  fac e  and so lv e  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .* ^  In  
l i s t i n g  the  su g g ested  a re a s  c o n s t i tu t in g  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  program 
Thomas o m itted  b ra id in g  and K n o ttin g , camp and ou tdoor co o k in g , home 
g a rd e n in g , p r in c ip le s  o f i n t e r i o r  d e c o ra t in g , c o u r te s y , t e x t i l e s  fo r  
m en's w ear, and s e l e c t i n g  a w ardrobe, which had appeared  in  th e  in d u s­
t r i a l  a r t s  program  is su e d  in  19^6. The on ly  new su g g ested  a re a  was model 
a i r c r a f t .  That t h i s  su ggested  a re a  would t r a i n  youth  to  face  and so lve  
s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  th e  new problem s b rough t on by in d u s try  i s  d o u b tf u l .  How­
e v e r , th e  program  d id  s t i p u l a t e  th a t  c o u rse s  a d d i t io n a l  to  th e  ones l i s t e d  
would be p e rm itte d  p rov ided  th a t  th e  o u t l in e s  of the proposed c o ir s e s  were 
su b m itted  to  and approved by th e  S ta te  Departm ent o f E d u ca tio n .
Development of i n d u s t r i a l  o f f e r in g s  f o r  h ig h -sc h o o l s tu d e n ts  in  t r a d e  
s c h o o ls . I n d u s t r i a l  c o u rs e s ,  in  a d d it io n  to  those  o f fe re d  in  th e  in d u s­
t r i a l  a r t s  c u rr ic u lu m , which h ig h -sc h o o l s tu d e n ts  m ight pu rsue  and earn  
c r e d i t s  tow ard g ra d u a tio n  a re  g iven  by t r a d e  s c h o o ls . The t r a d e  sch o o ls  
a t  th e  p re s e n t  tim e  do n o t no rm ally  g ra n t h ig h -sc h o o l c r e d i t s .  However, 
c o o p e ra tiv e  arrangem ents may be worked out by th e  h ig h -sc h o o l p r in c ip a l  
w ith  th e  d i r e c to r  o f th e  t r a d e  sch o o l so th a t  s tu d e n ts  who a re  in  r e g u la r
^ H .  0 . Thomas, I n d u s t r i a l  A rts f o r  Secondary S ch o o ls . B 'a lle tin
Number 730 o f S ta te  Department o f E ducation  of L ou isiana  (Baton Rouge:
S ta te  D epartm ent o f E ducation  of L o u is ia n a , 1952 ) ,  p .  7 .
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a tte n d a n c e  in  a h igh  sch o o l may e n r o l l  on a p a r t - t im e  b a s is  fo r  c r e d i t  in  
t ra d e  sch o o l courses*
Trade sc h o o ls  promoted by f e d e r a l  l e g i s l a t i o n . The demand f o r  t ra d e  
and i n d u s t r i a l  e d u ca tio n  in  th e  p u b lic  sc h o o ls  came from e d u c a to rs  as ’v e il  
as from la b o r  le a d e r s .  V. L. Roy, who on s e v e ra l  p rev io u s  o ccasio n s had 
ex p ressed  fav o r f o r  v o c a tio n a l e d u c a tio n  in  p u b lic  s c h o o ls ,  in tro d u c ed  
th e  fo llo w in g  r e s o lu t io n ,  which was approved in  1915 a t  a m eeting of
p a r is h  sc h o o l board  members and p a r is h  s u p e r in te n d e n ts :
W hereas, th e  e d u c a to rs  of th e  U nited S ta te s  a re  f**nerally  
fa v o ra b le  to  th e  p r in c ip le  o f n a t io n a l  a p p ro p r ia tio n s  in  a id
o f v o c a tio n a l e d u c a tio n  in  the s e v e ra l  s t a t e s ;  and,
W hereas, I n  th e  e n t i r e  h is to ry  o f our c o u n try , no such op­
p o r tu n i ty  has ever a r i s e n  a s  i t  now e x is t s  fo r  th e  U nited S ta te s  
to  assume a cortmanding p o s i t io n  in  in d u s try  and commerce among 
th e  w orld  n a t io n s ;  and,
W hereas, such a id  as proposed in  th e  b i l l  o f th e  N a tio n a l 
Commission on Aid to  V o c a tio n a l E ducation  w i l l  a c t  as a g re a t  
im petus to  th e  developm ent of a g r ic u l tu r e  and in d u s try  in  our 
c o u n try ; be i t
Resolved by th e  L ou isiana  A sso c ia tio n  of P a r is h  School Boards 
and S u p e r in te n d e n ts , T hat s a id  b i l l  be hereby  endorsed and be i t  
f u r th e r
R eso lved , T hat th e  S en a to rs  and R e p re se n ta tiv e s  o f L ou isiana  
be urged to  give th e  s a id  b i l l  t h e i r  lo y a l  su p p o r t ,
The N a tio n a l V o ca tio n a l E ducation Act passed  in  1917 was accep ted  by
100the L e g is la tu re  in  1918, T his law made fe d e ra l  funds a v a i la b le  to  L o u is i­
98Handbook f o r  School A d m in is tra to rs . B u l le t in  Number 741 o f th e  
S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  o f  L o u is ian a  (Baton Rouge: S ta te  D epart­
ment of E ducation o f L o u is ia n a , u n d a te d ), p . 193.
ro ceed in g s  o f th e  Tenth Annual M eeting o f  th e  L ou isiana  School 
Board A sso c ia tio n  and th e  T w enty-n in th  Annual C onference o f th e  P a r is h  
S u p e r in te n d e n ts . Jan u ary  2 5 -26 . 1915 '(B aton  Rouge: Ram ires-Jone s
P r in t in g  Company, 1915), PP. 12-3*
^ ^ Annual R eport f o r  t h e  S ess io n  1927-1928. b u l le t* n  Number 143 of
th e  S ta te  Departm ent of E ducation  o f L o u is ian a  (Baton Rouge: R am ires-
Jones P r in t in g  Company, 1929)j P . 49*
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ana fo r  th e  su b s id y  of t r a d e  and i n d u s t r i a l  e d u c a tio n . A s i r v e y  was 
made in  1913 to  d e te rm in e  i f  th e r e  was a need fo r  t r a d e  ed u ca tio n  in  
L o u is ia n a . J .  E. Lombard, who was s t a t e  s u p e r - is o r  o f  t r a d e  and in d u s­
t r i a l  sch o o ls  in  1913, s e n t  a q u e s tio n n a ire  t o  em ployers in  which he 
asked them i f  th e y  were in te r e s te d  in  a p la n  under which the  sch o o l sy s­
tem would t r a i n  young p eop le  fo r  in d u s t r ie s  r e q u ir in g  s k i l l e d  la b o r  
and , i f  i n t e r e s t e d ,  to  d e s ig n a te  in  which tra d e s  th e y  d e s ire d  youth  to  
be t r a i n e d .  The q u e s t io n n a ire s  were se n t to  th e  p a r is h  su p e r in te n d e n ts  
fo r  d i s t r i b u t i o n .  The fo llo w in g  l e t t e r  accompanied th e  q u e s t io n n a ire s :
The sch o o l must t r a i n  i t s  p u p i ls  to  re n d e r  maximum s e r v ic e  to  
th e  community and to  o b ta in  the  maximum rew ard  fo r  t h e i r  s e r v ic e s .  
T h e re fo re , i t  i s  incum bent upon th e  sch o o l system  in  each community 
to  le a rn  th e  lo c a l  needs and a c t i v i t i e s  so  t h a t  i t  may su p p ly  such 
o p p o r tu n ity  fo r  sch o o l t r a in in g  as seems to  be in  demand.
I n d u s t r i a l  su rveys o f sm all c i t i e s  and to m s  in d ic a te  an im­
p e r f e c t ly  su p p lie d  demand f o r  c a rp e n te r s ,  p a in te r s ,  b lac k sm ith , 
sh e e t m eta l w o rk e rs , m a c h in is ts , au to -m ech an ics , p r i n t e r s ,  plumb­
e r s ,  t e le g r a p h e r s ,  foundry men, e l e c t r i c a l  r e p a i r  men, e l e c t r i c a l  
power o p e ra to r s ,  e l e c t r i c a l  w ire  men, and e l e c t r i c a l  t ro u b le  ch as­
e r s .
May i t  n o t be p o s s ib le  th a t  f a i l u r e  o f th e  schoo ls  t o  n o te  such 
demands and f a i l u r e  to  o rov ide  in  t h e i r  c o u rse s  fo r  some p re p a ra ­
t io n  fo r  s e rv ic e  in  such l in e s  o f s k i l l e d  la b o r  i s  p a r t  of th e  
cause f o r  th e  marked f a l l i n g  o f f  in  numbers e n ro l le d  in  th e  unoer 
g rades and e s p e c ia l ly  in  th e  high school?
In  th e  e s ta b lish m e n t o f i n d u s t r i a l  c la s s e s  th e  F e d e ra l Govern­
m ent, th rough  funds made a v a i la b le  by th e  Smith-Hughes A ct, w i l l  
g iv e  money pay ing  p a r t  o f th e  s a la r y  o f te a c h e rs  o f  such c la s s e s .
I  am handing  you h e rew ith  a copy of a form fo r  a q u e s tio n n a ire  
to  be s e n t  to  f a c to ry  m anagers o r o th e r  em ployers o f la b o r .  S u i t ­
a b le  r e p l i e s  should  form a b a s is  fo r  e s tim a tin g  th e  e x te n t  and 
c h a ra c te r  o f th e  demand f o r  i n d u s t r i a l  t r a in in g  in  any o f th e  towns 
o f  your p a r is h  t h a t  you would l ik e  to  examine w ith  re g a rd  t o  such 
n e ed s . A lso , h e rew ith  p le a se  f in d  a copy o f  an o th e r form f o r  a 
q u e s t io n n a ire  fo r  use by th e  employer in  d e a lin g  w ith  the  em ployee. 
The em ployer should  r e tu r n  to  you bo th  h is  own r e p ly  and th e  i n d i ­
v id u a l  r e p l i e s  from th e  la b o re r s  so t h a t  f u r th e r  d e ta i l e d  s tu d y  of 
th e  c o n d it io n s  re v e a le d  may be made.
In  d e te rm in in g  th e  q u e s tio n  w hether > here  should be a c la s s  o r 
n o t ,  th e  need fo r  such a c la s s  i s  th e  c h ie f  p o in t  t o  c o n s id e r . I t
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i a  j u s t  a s  wrong t o  t r a i n  more c a r p e n te r s  than  th e  community can  
ab sorb  a s  i t  i s  t o  t r a i n  n o n e . For a s m a l l  town a g e n e r a l  in d u s ­
t r i a l  c l a s s  from which a p u p i l  nay p a ss  w ith o u t d i f f i c u l t y  i n t o  
any one o f  s e v e r a l  a l l i e d  i n d u s t r i e s  i s  perhaps th e  b e s t  kind o f  
a c l a s s  to  c o n s i d e r .
I f  you a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  in  t h i s  p r o j e c t  f o r  any o f  th e  towns o f  
your  p a r i s h ,  a p o ly  th e  q u e s t io n n a ir e  method and communicate w ith  
th e  w r i t e r  f o r  f u r t h e r  p a r t i c u l a r s  as t o  th e  k in d s  o f  c l a s s e s  t b i t  
may be formed and t h e  c o n d i t io n s  under which F e d e r a l  a id  may be 
s e c u r e d . 101
The f i r s t  t r a d e  s c h o o l s  i n  L o u is ia n a . The f i r s t  tra d e  s c h o o l  fo r  
male s t u d e n t s  in  L o u is ia n a  was th e  I sa a c  Delgado C e n tr a l  Trades S c h o o l
i n  New O rleans which opened on August. 2 1 ,  1921 , The b u i ld in g  and eq u ip ­
ment were f in a n c e d  l a r g e l y  w ith  funds r e c e iv e d  from th e  w i l l  o f  I sa a c
D e lg a d o , who l e f t  t o  th e  C ity  o f  Nov O rleans a s u b s t a n t i a l  sum f o r  use
10?in  th e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a tr a d e  s c h o o l .
The f o l l o w i n g  s ta te m e n ts  r e v e a l  th e  s t a t u s  o f  tr a d e  s c h o o l s  i n  1923'•
The g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  t r a d e  e d u c a t io n  a s id e  from, th e  co n m e r c ia l  
c o u r s e s ,  i s  o f f e r e d  In two s c h o o ls  l o c a t e d  in  New O r le a n s ,  nam ely ,  
th e  D elgado C e n tr a l  Trade S ch o o l fo r  boys and men and th e  N i c h o l l s  
Trade S c h o o l  for  g i r l s .  3oth  o f  t h e s e  i n s t i t u t i o n s  a re  r e a c h i r 3 
la r g o  numbers and th ey  a re  g iv i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n  in p r a c t i c a l  c o u r se s  
d a s ig n e d  to  f i t  t h o s e  p u rsu in g  them to  ;nake an hon orab le  l i v i n g  in
a u s e f u l  t r a d e .  I t s  adm irab le  c o u r se s  have r e c e n t l y  been c a l l e d  t o
t h e  a t t e n t i o n  o f  s c h o o l  o f f i c i a l s  th rou ghout th e  S t a t e ,  w i t h  th e  
r e s u l t  th a t  young men from a number o f  co u n try  p a r i s h e s  have en­
r o l l e d  a s  s tu d en t  s .  1™
The S u l l i v a n  Memorial Trade S ch oo l began o p e r a t io n s  in  Bogalusa  in  1931 ,
n (Vi
and th e  S h rev ep o rt  Trade S ch o o l opened in  1 9 36 .
l ^ l s i r c u l a r  L e t t e r  Number 705 d ated  October 1 5 ,  1918 o f  th e  S t a t e  
Departm ent o f  E ducation  o f  L o u is ia n a ,
^ ^ H a r r i s ,  op . c i t . .  pp. 9 7 -8 .
103 Annual Report o f  t h e  S t a t e  Department o f  E ducation  o f  L o u is ian a  
f o r  th e  S e s s io n  1 9 2 3 -1 9 2 4  T3at on Rouge: Rom ires-Jore s ,  1 9 2 0 ,  p .  53*
^■^Andrew T r ic h e , S ta te -C p e ra te d  Trade S c h o o ls . B u l le t in  Number 559
o f  S ta te  D epartm ent o f E ducation  o f  L o u is ian a  (Baton Rouge: S ta te  De­
p a rtm en t of E ducation  of L o u is ia n a , 1945), P. 5*
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H igh-school c r e d i t  g iven  f o r  t r a d e  sch o o l w ork. In  the  s t a t e  super­
in te n d e n t ' s r e p o r t  fo r  th e  1937-193* se s s io n  i t  was re v e a le d  th a t  fo u r  
a d d it io n a l  t ra d e  sch o o ls  to  be be lo c a te d  a t  W innfie Id , O pelousas, Crow­
le y , and Lake C h a rle s , and one under c o n s tru c tio n  a t  N atch itoches would, 
when com pleted , p rov ide  a t o t a l  o f n ine tra d e  schoo ls g e o g ra p h ica lly  
lo c a te d  to  ta k e  ca re  o f th e  needs of boys and g i r l s  in  i n d u s t r i a l  educa­
t i o n .^ '*  I t  was a ls o  p o in te d  out in  th e  r e p o r t  t i n t ,  w ith  the  excep tion  
o f th e  sch o o ls  lo c a te d  in  New O rleans and S h rev ep o rt, th e  t ra d e  schoo ls 
would a ttem p t to  work ou t a program w ith th e  lo c a l  p u b lic  schoo l a u th o r­
i t i e s  whereby a boy going to  h igh schoo l m ig h t, a t  th e  same tim e , e n ro l l  
in  a t r a d e  schoo l and ea rn  h ig h -sch o o l c r e d i t s .  As much a s  seven and 
o n e -h a lf  h ig h -sc h o o l c r e d i t s  toward g rad u a tio n  were allow ed th ro u g i tra d e  
school w o rk .^ ^  I t  was s t ip u la te d  in  th e  fe d e ra l  law which su b s id iz ed  
tra d e  e d u ca tio n  th a t  no person  would be p e rm itte d  t o  e n r o l l  In  t ra d e  
schoo l u n le s s  he could  so a rra n g e  h is  time th a t  he could  spend no t le s s  
th an  a f u l l  con tinuous th re e -h o u r  p e rio d  in  th e  tra d e  sch o o l a t  work on 
th e  t r a d e  which he s e le c te d  as a v o c a tio n . Trade schoo l work was lim ite d  
to  th e  s tu d e n t 's  l a s t  two y e a rs  in  h igh sch o o l. This meant th a t  th e  
h ig h -sc h o o l p r in c ip a l  and th e  tra d e  schoo l d i r e c to r  had to  a rran g e  fo r  
th e  h ig h -sch o o l s tu d e n t to  spend p a r t  o f h is  day a t  th e  t r a d e  sch o o l 
and p a r t  o f h is  day a t  th e  h igh  sc h o o l.
The co u rses o ffe re d  in  t ra d e  schoo ls in  1937 in c lu d sd  a g r i c u l tu r e ,  
autom obile r e p a i r ,  b r ic k la y in g , c a rp e n try , comm ercial s u b je c ts ,  c a b in e t 
m aking, d r a f t in g ,  e l e c t r i c i t y ,  machine shop P r a c t ic e ,  plum bing, woodwork-
10^E iah tv —N inth Annual R ep o rt. School S ession  1937-1938. B u U e tin  
Number /*02 o f S ta te  Department o f  E ducation o f L o u is ian a , (New O rleans: 
Thomas J .  M oran's Sons, 1938)* po . 35-7 .
1Q6I b i d . .  p . 37.
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in g , and w e ld in g . The c h o ic e  o f th e  c o u rse s  o f f  w e d  was based  on th e  
t r a d e  t r a i n in g  demanded by th e  com m unities in  th e  a re a  o f th e  t r a d e
V. 1 107sc h o o l,
Humber o f  t r a d e  sc h o o l co u rses  In c re a s e d . By 1940, th e  program  o f 
s tu d ie s  in  th e  t r a d e  sc h o o ls  had been expanded c o n s id e ra b ly . New co u rses  
added were a i r  c o n d it io n in g , a r c h i t e c t u r a l  d raw ing , a e ro p lan e  m echanics, 
com m ercial cook ing , cosm etic  th e ra p y , com m ercial a r t ,  costume d e s ig n , 
d ressm ak ing , d i e s e l  e n g in e e r in g , f ire m a n sh ip , i n t e r i o r  d e c o ra t in g , mani­
c u r in g , m i l l in e r y ,  p r in t i n g ,  power sew ing, p ap er hang ing , r e f r i g e r a t i o n ,  
r a d io  r e p a i r in g ,  s ig n  p a in t in g ,  s te w a rd sh ip , s h e e t  m eta l w ork, tearoom  
management, and t e x t i l e s .  A g ric u ltu re  was dropped from th e  t r a d e  sc h o o l
«  4 108o f fe r  in g s ,
An a d v iso ry  com m ittee r e p r e s e n t in g  la b o r ,  management, and e d u ca tio n  
fu n c tio n e d  to  improve th e  co u rse  o f s tu d y  and to  prom ote u n d e rs tan d in g  
among th e  v a r io u s  g ro u p s .
In  1945, a b u l l e t i n  o f th e  S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  was d i s t r i ­
bu ted  g iv in g  g u id in g  p r in c ip le s  reg a rd in g  t r a d e  sc h o o l c o u rse s  tak en  by 
h ig h -sc h o o l s tu d e n ts .  I t  was p re s c r ib e d  in  th e  b u l l e t in  t h a t  t r a d e  
sch o o l co u rses  be counted  a s  e l e c t iv e s  and th a t  u n i ts  earned  th e r e in  
be c o n s id e re d  as m ajors o r  m ino rs , A maximum o f s ix  h ig h -sc h o o l u n i ts  
m ight be e a rn ed , in c lu d in g  th o se  earned  in  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  c o u rs e s ;  
how ever, fo u r  o f th e se  u n i ts  had to  be in  shop work and two in  s tu d ie s  
r e l a t e d  to  th e  shop work.
1Q7I b l d . .  p . 36 .
jn e ty -S eco n d  Annual R eport f o r  th e  o e ss io n  1940-41. B u l le t in
Humber 458 of th e  S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  o f  L o u is ia n a  (Baton Rouge:
S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  o f L o u is ia n a , 1941), p .  115.
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In  th e  co u rse  o f s tudy  o f 1947 th e  above r e g u la t io n s  were co n tin u ed  
in  e f f e c t  and th e  c o u rse s  were l i s t e d  from  which a s tu d e n t  m ight s e l e c t  
two u n i ts  r e l a t e d  t o  th e  t r a d e  in  which he would e a rn  fo u r  u n i ts  th r o ugh 
shop work. These c o u rse s  were r e l a t e d  t r a d e  m athem atics , r e l a te d  t r a d e  
s c ie n c e , r e l a t e d  t r a d e  d raw ing , bookkeeping, sh o rth a n d , ty p e w r i t in g , 
com m erical law , o f f i c e  p r a c t i c e ,  i n d u s t r i a l  h i s to r y  and i n d u s t r i a l  econom­
i c s .
In  th e  c o ir s e  o f study  of 1952 b u s in ess  E n g lish , sa le sm a n sh ip , and 
b u s in e ss  s t r u c tu r e s  were added to  th e  l i s t  o f  r e l a te d  s u b je c ts  t h a t  m ight 
be s tu d ie d  by h ig h -sc h o o l s tu d e n ts .  A d d itio n a l c o u rse s  o f fe re d  in  t r a d e  
sc h o o l program s in  1953 were b a rb e r in g , cab inetm ak ing , house b u i ld in g , 
o i l  w e ll d r i l l i n g ,  p r a c t i c a l  n u rs in g , t r a c t o r  r e p a i r  and m ain tenance , 
u p h o ls te r in g , w atchm aking, and shoe r e p a i r in g .
C ooperative  p a r t - t im e  t r a in in g  in  t r a d e  and i n d u s t r i a l  e d u c a tio n .
The c o o p e ra tiv e  p a r t - t im e  t r a i n in g  program in  tra d e  and i n d u s t r i a l  oc­
c u p a tio n s  was in tro d u c e d  in  th e  h ig h  sch o o ls  of L o u is ian a  on F ebruary  1 , 
1 9 3 7 * ^ ^  The f i r s t  m ention in  an annual r e p o r t  of th e  s t a t e  su p e rin te n d en t 
o f e d u c a tio n  o f  c o o p e ra tiv e  p a r t - t im e  t r a in in g  in  t r a d e  and i n d u s t r i a l  
o ccu p a tio n s  in  th e  h ig h -sc h o o ls  o f L o u is ian a  was in  th e  r e p o r t  f o r  th e  
1938-1939 sch o o l s e s s io n . The fo llo w in g  rem arks were in  t h i s  r e p o r t :
Another a c t i v i t y ,  c a r r ie d  on by f iv e  c o o rd in a to rs  g eo g rap h i­
c a l ly  lo c a te d  th roughou t th e  S ta te  to  g iv e  us b e s t  co v erag e , and 
w orking ou t o f our o f f i c e ,  has to  do w ith  th e  p lacem ent o f  s tu ­
d e n ts  in  s c h o o l, in  in d u s try  on a p a r t - t im e  b a s i s .  T his work i s  
l im ite d  to  th e  l a r g e r  com m unities, a s  i t  i s  only h ere  t h a t  you 
w i l l  f in d  f irm s la rg e  enough to  j u s t i f y  th e  employment o f  s tu ­
d e n ts  f o r  p a r t- t im e  work.
lQ9L a y ls la n a  S ta te -O p e ra te d  Trade S c h o o ls . B u lle t in  Number 738 o f 
th e  S ta te  Departm ent o f  ed u ca tio n  o f L ou isiana  (Baton Rouge: S ta te  De­
p a rtm en t o f E ducation  of L o u is ia n a , 1953)* OP. 1 -2 .
H O sta tem en t 0f  D r. Gordon Hang>ton, p e rs o n a l in te rv ie w , Baton Rouge, 
L o u is ia n a , June 14* 1957.
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T h is  program  supplem ents th e  work o f ou r t r a d e  s c h o o ls . Our 
re c o rd s  show th a t  one hundred and f iT ty  s tu d e n ts  a re  p lac ed  in  
d i f f e r e n t  t r a d e s  th ro u g h o u t th e  S ta te ,  w orking on a p a r t - t im e  
b a s is  fo r  which th e y  re c e iv e  com pensation , and a t  th e  same tim e 
a re  keep ing  up w ith  t h e i r  academ ic h ig h -sc h o o l s u b je c t s ,  a l l  o f 
which a re  e s p e c ia l ly  s e le c te d  to  r e l a t e  to  t h e i r  p a r t - t im e  em­
ploym ent and broaden t h e i r  knowledge about th e  v o c a tio n  a t  which 
th e y  a re  w orking as a p p r e n t i c e s .H l
The co u rse  o f  s tu d y  o f 1947 was th e  f i r s t  s t a t e  c o u rse  o f study  in  
which p ro v is io n  was made fo r  c o o p e ra tiv e  p a r t - t im e  t r a in in g  in  th e  tra d e  
and i n d u s t r i a l  o c c u p a tio n s . I t  was s t ip u la te d  t h e r e in  t h a t  a s tu d e n t 
s ix te e n  y e a rs  o r  o ld e r  and in  h is  ju n io r  o r s e n io r  y ear o f high school 
cou ld  earn  a maximum o f fo u r u n i ts  tow ard g ra d u a tio n  by being  employed 
fo r  a minimum of tw enty hours per schoo l week in  an e s ta b lish m e n t co­
o p e ra tin g  in  p ro v id in g  th e  t r a i n i n g ,  and by spending one and o n e -h a lf  
hours d a i ly  fo r  t h i r t y - s i x  weeks in  c la ss -w o rk  in  r e la te d  s tu d ie s .  A 
s p e c ia l  te a c h e r  q u a l i f ie d  under th e  s t a t e  p la n  fo r  tra d e  and i n d u s t r i a l  
e d u ca tio n  would te a c h , c o o rd in a te ,  and su p e rv ise  th e  work of th e  coop­
e r a t iv e  p a r t - t im e  s tu d e n ts .  T h is arrangem ent was su p p o rted  by f e d e r a l  
funds fo r  \o c a t io n a l  e d 'c a t i o n ,  T his ty r e  Qf c u r r ic u la r  o f f e r in g  i s  
a v a i la b le  a t  the  p re s e n t  tim e .
E x ten t to  Which T rade and I n d u s t r i a l  S u b je c ts  O ffered  a t  I n te r v a ls  From 
1910 to  1 9 56 .112
D uring th e  1910 -1 9 1 1  s c h o o l  s e s s io n ,  th ro e  h igh  sch o o ls  o f^ rre d  
manual a r t s .  In 1 9 1 4 -1 9 1 5 ,  47C p u p ils  of th e  1 0 ,6 3 ?  h ig h -sc h o o l e n r o l l ­
ment s tu d ie d  woodwork a n d /o r  m echanical draw ing. T his was 4 . 4  p e rc e n t
•^ n in e t i e th  Annual R eport o f  th e  S ta te  S u p e rin te n d en t o f E ducation  
f o r  S ess io n  1938-1939. B u l le t in  dumber 432 of S ta te  D epartm ent o f  E ducation  
of L o u is ian a  (Baton Rouge: S ta te  Departm ent of E ducation  o f L o u is ia n a ,
1 9 4 0 ), p .  21.
1 1 2.Annual R eports o f S ta te  S u p erin ten d en t y f E ducation o f L o u is ia n a .
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o f  th e  t o t a l  e n ro llm e n t. D uring th e  1935-1936 s e s s io n ,  te n  o f  th e  
360 h igh  sch o o ls  o f fe re d  one o r  raore o f  th e  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  su b je c ts*
In  1946, ap p ro x im ate ly  s ix te e n  p a r is h e s  o ffe re d  c o u rse s  in  i n d u s t r i a l  
a r t s .  By 1949, ap p ro x im ate ly  o n e -h a lf  o f th e  t o t a l  number o f  lo c a l  
sch o o l system s o f fe re d  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s .  By th e  end o f th e  1952-1Q53 
schoo l y e a r ,  f i f t y  p a r is h e s  a n d /o r  c i t y  sc h o o l system s had one o r more 
i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  departm en ts and th e re  Mere 11 ,130  h ig h -sc h o o l s tu d e n ts ,  
o r  15*5 p e rc e n t o f  th e  t o t a l  e n ro llm e n t, s tu d y in g  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  c o u rs e s . 
D uring th e  1955-1956 sch o o l s e s s io n  e ig h ty -se v e n  h igh  s c h o o ls , o r  2 4 .4  
p e rc e n t ,  o f th e  356 s ta te -a p p ro v e d  p u b lic  h igh sc h o o ls  fo r  w hite y o u th s , 
o f fe re d  from  one to  e ig h te e n  u n i ts  in  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s  w ith  a m a jo r ity
IV o
o f f e r in g  fo u r  o r more u n i t s . J
S p e c ia l t ra d e  sc h o o ls  numbered th re e  in  1936. By 1940* th e re  
were e i g h t ,  te n  i n  1945, t h i r t e e n  in  1950 and tw e n ty -fo u r in  1953.^^* 
F i f t y ,  o r fo u r te e n  p e rc e n t ,  o f  th e  356 h igh  sch o o ls  d u r in g  th e  1955- 
1956 sch o o l s e s s io n  made p ro v is io n s  fo r  i t s  s tu d e n ts  to  e a rn  c r e d i t s  
tow ard g ra d u a tio n  by ta k in g  co u rses in  t r a d e  sch o o ls  in  th e  a r e a .
^^Co«n>iled from annual r e p o r t s  of h ig h -sc h o o l p r in c ip a l s  on f i l e  
i n  h ig h -sc h o o l s e c t io n  o f S ta te  Department o f E ducation o f  L o u is ia n a ,
^ ^ L o u ls ian a  S ta te -O p e ra ted  Trade S choo ls, OEL* d t  *« p * 5 .
l lS c o n p ile d  from  annual r e p o r t s  o f h ig h -sc h o o l p r in c ip a l s  on f i l e
in  h ig h -sc h o o l s e c t io n  o f S ta te  Department o f  E ducation  o f L o u is ia n a .
CHArTER V
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CURRICULUM IN THE FINS ARTS FOR THE ST AT E-AP P ROVED 
WHITE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF LOUISIANA, 1906-1955
Music and a r t  coiqprise th e  f i n e - a r t s  g roup . S ince m usic and a r t  
were c o n sid e re d  to g e th e r  i n  th e  co u rses  of *»tudy o r io r  t o  1929 th e  de­
velopm ent o f th e  c u rr ic u lu m  p r io r  t o  1929 f a r  th e s e  s u b je c t  groups w i l l  
be p re s e n te d  c o l l e c t i v e ly .  The developm ent o f the cu rricu lu m  a f t e r  1929 
w i l l  be t r e a te d  s e p a ra te ly  fo r  music and a r t .  The music and a r t  o f f e r ­
in g s  in  e a c h  co v rse  o f s tu d y  w i l l  be c o n tra s te d  w ith  the  one im n e d ia te ly  
p rec ed in g  i t  t o  a s c e r t a in  when new s u b je c ts  were added to  or e x is t in g  
s u b je c ts  were dropped from the cu rric u lu m . The f in d in g s  a r r iv e d  a t  as 
a  r e s u l t  o f a study  o f th e  in s t r u c t io n s  acconpanying each c u rric u lu m , 
th e  c i r c u l a r  l e t t e r s  o f the  S ta te  D epartm ent o f E duca tion , th e  annual r e ­
p o r t s  o f th e  s t a t e  su p e r in te n d e n t o f  p u b lic  e d u c a tio n , th e  p roceed ings 
o f  the  S ta te  Board o f E d u ca tio n , and p e r io d ic a l  l i t e r a t u r e  o f th e  p e rio d  
w i l l  be s tm n arised  to  show in f lu e n c e s  upon t h i s  a sp ec t o f  th e  developm ent 
o f  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l c u rr ic u lu m . The e x te n t to  w hich h ig h  sc h o o ls  o ffe re d  
music and a r t  s u b je c ts  a t  i n te r v a l s  from 1910 to  1956 w i l l  be in d ic a te d  
by means o f  s t a t i s t i c s  o b ta in ed  from th e  re c o rd s  o f  th e  S ta te  Departm ent 
of E d u ca tio n .
Music has developed in  th e  s ta te -a p p ro v e d  p u b lic  h igh  sc h o o ls  fo r  
w hite  y o u th s from a sim ple course in  1906 in c lu d in g  v o ice  t r a in in g ,  in d e ­
pendent s ig h t  s in g in g , and p a r t  songs to  an e n ric h ed  c u rric u lu m  in  1956 
conqprislng mixed chorus (a c a p e lin  c h o i r ) ,  boys1 ch o ru s , g i r ls *  c h o ru s , 
g e n e ra l m usic, vo ice  c l a s s ,  v o ca l ensem ble , music h i s to r y  and a o o re c ia -
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t i o n ,  fundam entals o f  m usic , band , o r c h e s t r a ,  a p p lie d  m usic, p ian o  c l a s s ,  
in s tru m e n ta l  tec h n iq u e  c la s s  and in s tru m e n ta l  ensemble c l a s s .  In  1906 
a l l  s tu d e n ts  were re q u ire d  to  tak e  th e  music co u rse  a lo n g  w ith  a r t  and phy­
s i c a l  c u l tu r e  two tim e s  w eekly th ro u g h o u t th e  h ig h -sc h o o l program . In 
1956 a l l  music c o u rse s  were e le c t iv e  and a s tu d e n t  c o u ld  ea rn  a maximum 
of fo u r  u n i ts  in  music tow ard  m eeting  g ra d u a tio n  re q u ire m e n ts ,.  The a r t  
c u rr ic u lu m  f o r  h igh  sc h o o ls  has been developed  from  an in c id e n ta l  t r e a t ­
ment o f draw ing c o r r e la te d  w ith  o th e r  s u b je c ts  in  1906 to  an e le c t iv e  
fo u r-y e a r  a r t  program in  1956,
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Music and a r t  i n  th e  c ourse o f stu d y  o f 1905. Included  in  th e  cou rse  
o f  study of 1905 was a c o u rse  e n t i t l e d  "The A r ts ."  A ll s tu d e n ts  were 
re q u ire d  to  ta k ^  t h i s  co u rse  two p e rio d s  weekly d u rin g  each y e a r i n  high 
sc h o o l. O ral rea d in g  and d ram atic  a r t ,  m usic, draw ing, and P h y s ic a l 
c u l tu re  were in c lu d ed  in  th e  c o u rse . Music in c lu d ed  v o ice  t r a i n in g ,  In ­
dependent s ig h t  s in g in g , and p a r t  so n g s . Art c o n s is te d  o f draw ing which 
was c o r r e la te d  w ith  o th e r  sc h o o l w ork. The music and a r t  o f fe r in g s  in  th e  
co u rse  o f  s tu d y  o f 1905 were in  l in e  w ith  th e  Consnittee o f  Tenf s recom­
m endation th a t  th e  om ission  o f m usic, d raw ing , and e lo c u tio n  from the 
program s o f fe re d  by th e  Committee was not in ten d ed  to  inqply th a t  th e se  
s u b je c ts  ought not re c e iv e  sy s te m a tic  a t t e n t i o n .  I t  was nm rely  th o u g h t 
b e s t  to  le a v e  i t  t o  lo c a l  sc h o o l o f f i c i a l s  to  d e te rm in e , w ith o u t sugges­
t io n s  from th e  Com mittee, hew th ese  s u b je c ts  shou ld  be in tro d u c ed  in to  
th e  program  o f s tu d ie s ,^ -
^ N a tio n a l E ducation  A s so c ia tio n , R eport of the Committee o f Ten on 
Secondary School S tu d ies  w ith  th e  R epo rts  o f the  C onferences Arranged by th e  
Conmlttee (New York: American Book Company, 1 3 9 /J , p . U8.
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Music and a r t  in  th e  c o u rse  o f  s tu d y  o f  1909. I t  was re q u ire d  in  
th e  c o u rse  o f  s tu d ’’- o f  1909 th a t  one hour weekly be devo ted  to  music and 
one hour weekly to  d raw ing  by a l l  s tu d e n ts  in  each  o f th e  th r e e  c u r r ic u la  
o f f e r e d .  No c r e d i t  was g iv en  f o r  th e  music and draw ing c o u rs e s . Emphasis 
was p la c e d  in  music on ch o ru s s in g in g ;  a l l  s tu d e n ts  were encouraged to  
ta k e  p a r t  in  chorus w ork. Schools were encouraged to  a ro u se  added i n t e r ­
e s t  in  m usic by th e  fo rm a tio n  o f g le e  c lu b s ,  boys* c h o ru se s , and g i r l s 1 
c h o ru se s .
Dr. Weber ex p re ssed  h is  view s on th e  draw ing course  a s  fo llo w s:
I t  i s  f e l t  t h a t  a cou rse  in  a r t  s tu d y  f o r  th e  h ig h  sch o o l 
should  be g e n e ra l  enough in  i t s  c h a ra c te r  to  e q u ip , as f a r  as 
p o s s ib le ,  th e  s tu d e n t who may have bu t one y ear o f  h ig h -sc h o o l 
t r a i n i n g  w ith  an u n d e rs tan d in g  o f  such a r t  p r in c io le s  as w i l l  
have a d i r e c t  b e a rin g  on h is  l i f e .  Every p e rso n  o f e d u ca tio n  
shou ld  u n d ers tan d  som ething o f th e  growth o f  p la n ts  and flo w ers ; 
o f  landscape shapes and e f f e c t s ;  o f th e  r e p re s e n ta t io n  o f th e  
fo rm s, p ro p o r t io n s ,  and c o lo rs  o f o b je c ts ;  o f the language o f  
c o n s tru c t iv e  d raw ing , and of th e  conmoner geom etric  p roblem s; 
and f i n a l ly  o f th e  p r in c ip le s  o f d e s ig n , which a re  u n iv e r s a l  in  
t h e i r  a p p l i c a t io n . -  T his rea so n in g  i s  from  th e  s ta n d p o in t  of 
g e n e ra l e d u c a tio n .
The S ta te  Departm ent of E ducation  re q u ire d  th a t  an e x o e rt te a c h e r  
be enployed to  su p e rv ise  and te a c h  music and drawing.-^ I t  was n o t s p e c i f ­
i c  a l l y  s ta te d  th a t  music and a r t  shou ld  be ta u g h t by th e  same te a c h e r ,  
bu t s in c e  th e  requ irem en t came to g e th e r ,  lo c a l  sc h o o l o f f i c i a l s  assumed 
th a t  te a c h e rs  should  be found who could teach  b o th  s u b je c t s .  The r e s u l t  
o f a tte m p tin g  to  g e t  th e  n ecessa ry  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  in  one te a c h e r  ended in  
th e  employment o f a r t  te a c h e rs  who knew l i t t l e  about m usic and o f  music
^ S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  o f  L o u is ia n a , S ta te  Course o f  Study 
f o r  High Schools o f  L o u is ia n a . 1909-1913 (Baton Royge: The New A dvocate,
1 9 0 9 7 7 ? . 124.
^ S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  o f L o u is ia n a , B ie n n ia l R eport o f th e  
S ta te  S u p e rip te n d en t of E ducation  to  tfre Governor and to  th e  G eneral Assembly 
1908-1909 (Baton Rouge: The New A dvocate, 1910), p .  187.
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t e a c h e r s  who knew l i t t l e  abou t a r t .  In  a d d i t io n  many o f th e  te a c h e r s  
were b ro u g h t in  from th e  n o r th e rn  s t a t e s  and d id  n o t a d ju s t  v e i l  t o  the  
so u th e rn  env ironm en t. As a  consequence o p p o s itio n  to  th e  music and a r t  
program  developed  and many sch o o l sy stem s, in  s o i t e  of th e  req u ire m e n t, 
d id  n o t employ m usic and a r t  t e a c h e r s .^
S ta te  H igh-School In s p e c to r  F av ro t showed h is  concern  over t h i s  s i t u ­
a t io n  by a sk in g  a l l  h ig h -sc h o o l p r in c ip a l s  i f  th e y  were fo llo w in g  th e  s t a t e
cou rse  of s tu d y  in  music and draw ing; and i f  n o t ,  t o  e x p la in  why th ey
5
were no t fo llo w in g  i t .  The h ig h -sc h o o l in s p e c to r  r e p o r te d  two months 
l a t e r  th a t  th e re  were n in e ty  music te a c h e rs  In  th e  n in e ty -e ig h t  s t a t e -  
approved p u b lic  h igh  sc h o o ls  for w h ite  y o u th s .^
L i t t l e  developm ent in  music and a r t  cu rric u lu m  p r io r  to  1927. A ll 
s tu d e n ts  were r e q u ire d  by the cou rse  o f s tu d y  of 1912 to  ta k e  music and 
draw ing fo r  two p e r io d s  weekly d u r in g  each year o f  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l p ro ­
gram* These re q u ire d  c o u rse s  in  music and draw ing were no t of an 
advanced n a tu re  and w ere co n sid ered  la r g e ly  r e c r e a t io n a l .  For t h i s  r e a -
7
so n , no c r e d i t  was g iven  f o r  the  c o u rse s .
The change from music and a r t  a s  r e q u ire d  s u b je c ts  t o  e l e c t i v e  sub­
j e c t s  came about as a r e s u l t  o f a canvass by S u p e rin ten d en t H a rr is  o f 
th e  o p in io n s o f  h ig h -sc h o o l p r in c ip a ls  re g a rd in g  th e  fo llo w in g  m a tte r :
S f . VT. S to p h e r, "H is to ry  of School Music in  L o u is ia n a ,"  L ou is iana  
S c h o o ls . X II (F eb ru a ry , 1935), 32.
^ C irc u la r  L e t te r  d a ted  January  6 , 1911 o f  the  S ta te  Departm ent o f 
E ducation  o f  L o u is ia n a .
^ C irc u la r  L e t te r  d a ted  March 2 , 1911 o f th e  S ta te  Departm ent o f  
E ducation  of L o u is ia n a .
^Leo F a v ro t , Supplement to  and R ev is io n  o f the  S ta te  Course o f  Study 
f o r  High Schools o f  L o u is ian a  (Baton Rouge: R am ires-Jones P r in t in g  Company,
1 9 1 2 T /P . 7 .
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Music and draw ing a re  r e q u ire d  s u b je c ts  in  a l l  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l 
c o u rs e s , t o  be ta u g h t e i t h e r  by s p e c i a l i s t s  o r r e g u la r  members o f 
th e  f a c u l ty .  Do you fa v o r  making th e s e  s u b je c ts  e l e c t i v e ,  and a l ­
low ing one c r e d i t  fo r  th e  two when th e  four y e a r s 1 cou rse  i s  com­
p le te d  under th e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  a  s p e c ia lis t? ®
A pparen tly  h ig h -sc h o o l p r in c ip a l s  fav o re d  the  s t a t e  s u p e r in te n d e n t s  p ro ­
p o s a l ,  f o r  the  n e x t y e a r  S u p e rin te n d en t K a rr is  inform ed th e  h ig h -sc h o o l 
a d m in is t r a to r s  t h a t  music and a r t  were e le c t iv e  c o u rs e s ; and th a t  i f  a 
s p e c ia l  te a c h e r  was employed to  te a ch  music o r a r t ,  c r e d i t s  would be 
given on th e  same p r in c ip le  as in  any o th e r  s u b je c t .^
T hat music in  th e  p u b lic  h igh  sc h o o ls  in  1918 was no t f a r in g  w e ll i s  
re v e a le d  in  the  fo llo w in g  rem arks o f  S u p e rin te n d en t K a rr is :
At t h i s  tim e co m p ara tiv e ly  few o f  our h igh  sc h o o ls  employ s p e c ia l  
te a c h e rs  fo r  s in g in g , or make any s p e c i f i c  o ro v is io n  to  c a r r y  on t h i s  
v e ry  im p o rtan t f e a tu re  o f e d u c a tio n . The e x p la n a tio n  u s u a l ly  o f fe re d  
fo r  n e g le c t  of music in  our schoo ls i s  th a t  funds a re  no t a v a i la b le  
to  employ th e  needed t e a c h e r s .  . . .
P r in c ip a ls  t h a t  have had an o p p o rtu n ity  to  t e s t  th e  f a c t  s t a t e  
t h a t  th e re  i s  a marked d if f e r e n c e  in  the  sc h o o l atm osphere as b e ­
tween sch o o ls  w ith departm en ts o f  music and th o se  w ith o u t; th a t  in  
th e  former c a se  the  sch o o l ru n s  more sm oothly , t h a t  th e re  i s  a 
s p i r i t  o f ch eer and c o o p e ra tio n  to  a la r g e r  deg ree  th an  in  the  
l a t t e r .
I f  fo r  any re a so n  a s p e c ia l  te a c h e r  o f music has n o t been em­
p lo y ed , some member o f  th e  h i^ i - s c h o o l  f a c u l ty  can no doubt d i r e c t  
th e  group s in g in g  w ith  f a i r  r e s u l t s ,  . . . We hope to  f in d  ev ery ­
where th a t  our schoo ls  d u r in g  the  coming s e s s io n  "411 be g iv in g  
a t t e n t io n  t o  s in g in g  as a r e g u la r  sc h o o l e x e r c i s e .  1®
^ C irc u la r  L e t te r  Number 36 d a ted  Xovember 21 , 1913 o f th e  S ta te  De­
p artm en t o f  E ducation o f L o u is ia n a .
^G tate  Departm ent of E ducation  of L o u is ia n a , B ie n n ia l R eoort o f 
th e  S ta te  S u p e rln te n d en t of P u b llc  Educ a t io n . 1^14-1915. P a r t  111 (Baton 
Rouge: TSam ires-Jones P r in t in g  Company, 1916), pp . 6 -9 .
^® 3tate Department of E ducation  of L o u is ian a , Annual R eport L o u is ian a
Schools S ess io n  1916-1919 (3aton  R^uge: R am ires-Jones P r in t in g
C ompany, 1919 > * PP• 3-9 *
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For s e v e r a l  yearn  p r io r  to  1?20  p a tr o n s  o f  the h ig h -sc h o o l'-  and 
h : # - a  c h o o l  p r i n c i p a l s  had sou gh t c r e d i t  f o r  p ia n o  mu-ic under p r iv a t e  
t e a c h e r s .  The S t a t e  Fspn rtm ent o f  E d x a t i o n  would not a c t  fa v o r a b ly  
on t  lie m t t o r  b ecau se  o f  th e  u n c e r ta in t y  as  t o  the c o n t e n t  of th e  c o u r s e s  
b e in g  ta u g j i t .  In 1920 th e  S t a t e  Department o f  E ducation  d e c id e d  t o  a l lo w  
one h ig h - s c h o o l  u n i t  toward grad u ation  f o r  work in  P iano m usic under P r i ­
v a te  t e a c h e r s  p ro v id ed  t h a t  th e  P r o g r e s s iv e  S e r i e s  o f  P ia n o  L esson s  or  
i t s  e q u iv a le n t  was uv»d , and th a t  i t  was shown t h a t  the te a c h e r  had 
s l i t  a b le  t r a i n i n g .  ^  In  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  s tu d y  o f  1922 two u n i t s  were r e r -  
m itta d  t o  be  o f f e r e d  toward h ig h - s c h o o l  g ra d u a tio n  f o r  work i n  p ian o  
music under p r iv a t e  t e a c h e r s . ^  The p r a c t i c e  o f  a l lo w in g  c r e d i t s  for  
p r i v a t e  p ia n o  i n s t r u c t i o n  was s to p p ed  i n  192 5 . H ig h -sc h o o l  I n s p e c to r  
Trudeau e x p la in e d  t h a t  i t  was p r a c t i c a l l y  im p o s s ib le  t o  con d u ct t h i s  
ty p e  o f  work p r o p e r ly  w ith o u t  the  a id  o f  a s t a t e  s u p e r v is o r  o f  m u sic ,  
whose employment a t  t h a t  t im e  was n o t  p r a c t i c a b l e .  He p o in te d  out th a t  
t h e r e  was no conmon b a s i s  on which t o  determ ine  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  th e  prop­
e r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  o f  te a c h e r s  and t h a t  th e r e  e x i s t e d  no u n ifo r m ity  in  
su ch  m a tter s  as l e n g t h  o f  t im e  o f  music l e s s o n s ,  l e n g t h  o f  tim e o f  p r a c ­
t i c e ,  and number o f  l e s s o n s  per  w e ek . -^3
No c r e d i t  was a l lo w e d  f o r  music i n  th e  c o u r s e  o f  s tu d y  o f  1 9 2 5 .  The 
o n ly  m ention  made o f  music was th a t  f i f t e e n  t o  tw en ty  m in utes  sh ou ld  be 
s e t  a s i d e  two or t h r e e  t im es  w eek ly  f o r  group s i n g i n g .  No m ention  was
^ C i r c u l a r  L e t t e r  Number 11A8 dated  November 2 3 ,  1920 o f  S t a t e  De­
partm en t o f  E ducation  o f  L o u is ia n a .
^ S t a t e  Department o f  E ducation  o f  L o u is ia n a ,  C o irse  o f  Study fo r  
High S c h o o ls  o f  L o u is ia n a . 1922 (Eaton lo u g e :  ^ a m ires-J o n es  P r i n t i n g
Company, 1 9 2 2 J 7 p . 3#
^ C i r c u l a r  L e t t e r  Number 1790 d a ted  January 2 5 , 1925 o f  S t a t e  De­
partm ent o f  E d u cation  o f  L o u is ia n a .
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made o f a r t  in  th e  c o u rse  o f  study  o f  1925•
Music and a r t  in  th e  co u rse  o f  s tu d y  o f 1929* The meager m usic p ro ­
gram su g g ested  in  th e  co u rse  o f study  o f 1925 and th e  la c k  of an a r t  p ro ­
gram a p p a re n tly  met w ith  d i s f a v o r .  In  192? a c t io n  was begun to  g ive music 
and a r t  a more s i g n i f i c a n t  p la c e  in  th e  c u rr ic u lu m  by H igh-School In sp e c to r  
T rudeau. The fo llo w in g  c i r c u l a r  l e t t e r  was sent, to  p a r is h  su p e r in te n d e n ts  
and h ig h -sc h o o l p r in c ip a l s :
I  w ish to  g e t th e  b e n e f i t  o f  your judgment on th e  a d v is a b i l i ty  
o f in c lu d in g  m usic and a r t  in  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l work o f  th e  s t a t e .
Should i t  seem w ise t o  add th e se  s u b je c ts  to  our p re s e n t schedu le  
o f s tu d i e s ,  none b u t p ro f e s s io n a l ly  t r a in e d  te a c h e r s ,  ho ld ing  
L o u is ian a  s t a t e  c e r t i f i c a t e s  s h a l l  be employed fo r  t h i s  work, and 
no c o u rse s  in  th e s e  s u b je c ts  w i l l  be p e rm itte d  a t  a l l  u n le s s  th e y  
have f i r s t  been approved by the  S ta te  Board o f  E duca tion .
Do you th in k  such co u rses should be o ffe re d ?  I f  so , should  
we a llo w  one u n it  fo r  m usic and one u n it  f o r  a r t ?  (The tim e e l e ­
ment f o r  each b e in g  t h i r t y  m inutes p e r  week fo r  t h i r t y - s i x  w eeks.)
Or, sh o u ld  we a llo w  a h a l f  u n i t  each fo r  h a l f  the tim e? Should 
in s tru m e n ta l  music be in c lu d ed ?  I f  30 , what in s tru m e n ts?  I f  
th e s e  s u b je c ts  a re  ta u g h t ,  what s u b je c ts  in  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l co u rses  
shou ld  be dropped? Give b r i e f l y  any o th e r  views you ho ld  on t h i s  
su b j e c t , ^
In  o rd e r to  g e t f u r th e r  a s s is ta n c e  fron. sch o o l p e rso n n e l in  c u r r ic u ­
lum m aking, Mr. Trudeau s e n t  to  p a r is h  su p e r in te n d e n ts  and h ig h -sc h o o l 
p r in c ip a l s  a copy o f  a proposed tw o-year cou rse  in  music and a r t .  He r e ­
q u e s ted  th a t  th e y  g ive  him t h e i r  views w ith  r e s p e c t  to  th e  p roposed  music 
and a r t  c o u rse s  b e fo re  he p re se n te d  th e  proposed chan res to  th e  S ta te  
Board of E ducation  fo r  a p p ro v a l ,^5 in  J u ly ,  1927, Mr. Trudeau inform ed 
h ig h -sc h o o l a d m in is t r a to r s  of th e  fo llo w in g  p ro v is io n s  approved by th e  
S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  w ith  re g a rd  to  music and a r t  o f f e r in g s :
^ C i r c u l a r  L e t te r  Number 2320 d a te d  A p ril 22, 1927 o f th e  S ta te  De­
p a rtm en t o f E ducation  o f  L o u is ia n a .
^ C i r c u l a r  L e t te r  Number 2330 d a ted  May U, 1927 of S ta te  Departm ent
o f  E duca tion  o f L o u is ia n a ,
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The S t a t e  Department o f  E d u ca tio n  w i l l  a c c e p t  c r e d i t  in  m usic  
o f  a r t  o f f e r e d  by l i ig h —s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s ,  p rov id ed  t h a t  t h e  amount 
o f  such  c r e d i t  o f f e r e d  i s  n ot l e s s  th an  one h ig h - s c h o o l  u n i t ,  nor  
more th an  tw o, and p ro v id ed  f u r t h e r  t h a t  th e  work done s h a l l  be o f  
approved q u a l i t y .  (Not mere than two u n i t s  i n  m u sic ;  n o t  more than  
two u n i t s  i n  a r t ;  n o t  mors th a n  two u n i t s  a l lo w e d  i n  music and a r t  
co m b in ed .)
In m u s ic ,  th e  c o u r se  s h a l l  in c lu d e  p r a c t i c a l  m u sic— v o c a l  or  
in s t r u m e n t a l ,  e a r  t r a i n i n g ,  harmony, h i s t o r y  o f  m u sic ,  and music  
a p p r e c i a t i o n .  In a r t ,  th e  c o u r s e  s h a l l  in c lu d e  any a c c e p t a b le  
co m b in ation  o f  draw ing and d e s i g n ,  h i s t o r y  o f  a r t ,  a r t  a p p r e c ia ­
t i o n ,  and a p p l i e d  a r t .  °
S c h o o ls  o f f e r i n g  music or a r t  f o r  h ig h - s c h o o l  or.it c r e d i t  were req u ir ed
t o  subm it to  th e  S t a t e  Department o f  E ducation  a d e t a i l e d  o u t l i n e  o f  th e
c o u r s e s  o f f e r e d ,  showing a l l  p h ases  o f  th e  s u b j e c t  t a u g h t ,  t im e  d evoted
T 7t o  e a ch  p h a se ,  and t h e  name and q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  th e  t e a c h e r .
In a d d i t io n  to  o b t a in in g  th e  v iew s of s c h o o l  p e r so n n e l  in  c o n s t r u c t ­
in g  th e  music cu rr ic u lu m , th e  s t a t e  h ig h - s c h o o l  in s p e c t o r  adop ted  su g ­
g e s t i o n s  o f  th e  Commission on R e o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  Secondary E d u cation . Each
o f  th e  m usic c o u r s e s  in  th e  music cu rr icu lu m  o f  1927 was recommended fo r
1Aa h ig h  s c h o o l  program o f  s t u d i e s  in  th e  above r e p o r t .  The music c o u r se s  
approved in  1927 by th e  E ta te  hoard o f  E ducation  were in c lu d e d  in  the  
s t a t e  c o u r se  o f  s t u d y  o f  1 9 2 9 .
I I .  DEVELOPMENT OF THE CURRICULUM FOR MUSIC FROM 1929 TO 1956
E v o lu t io n  o f  t h e  Course o f  Study i n  Music
I n f lu e n c e  o f  F ed era ted  Music Clubs o f  L o u is ia n a  on m usic c u r r ic u lu m . 
The F ed era ted  Music Clubs o f  L o u is ia n a  were o rg a n ized  in  1 9 23 . They a -  
dop ted  as t h e i r  s lo g a n  "Music in  Every S c h o o l ."  They began t o  implement
^ C i r c u l a r  L e t t e r  Number 2356 d ated  J u ly  2 7 ,  1927 o f  S ta te  Department 
o f  E d u cation  o f  L o u is ia n a
l ? I b i d .
^ N a t i o n a l  E d u cation  A s s o c ia t io n ,  Commission on th e  R e o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  
Secondary  E d u c a t io n ,  Music in  Secondary S c h o o l s .  B u l l e t i n  1 9 17 , Number 49 o f  
Bureau o f  E d u c a t io n ,  Department o f  I n t e r i o r  (W ashington: Government P r i n t ­
i n g  O f f i c e ,  191* ) t PP* 3 3 -4*
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t h e i r  slogan  by ta lk in g  w ith  S u p erin ten d en t H a rris  to  see what he could  
do. He sa id  th a t  th e  m a tte r  was one fo r  th e  in d iv id u a l  p a r is h  su p e rin ­
te n d e n ts  to  s e t t l e .  The p a r is h  su p e rin te n d e n ts  in te rv iew ed  gave lac k  
of funds fo r  s p e c ia l  music te a c h e rs  as th e  reason  fo r  not hav ing  music 
in  every  s c h o o l .^
On November 25, 1929, th e  S ta te  Board o f E ducation appo in ted  a 
s p e c ia l  committee composed of D r. M, S . S au c ie r as chairm an, Dr. A. B. 
D inw iddle, and Mrs. E leanors II. Meade to  study  th e  q u es tio n  of what should 
be done in  th e  p u b lic  schoo ls  o f L ou isiana  in  the  m atte r o f te a c h in g  m usic. 
D r. G aucier recommended to  the  G ta te  Board a t  a m eeting on January 20, 1930^ 
th a t  t e a c h e r - t r a in in g  i n s t i t u t i o n s  under * he c o n tro l  of th e  S ta te  Board 
of E ducation be re q u ire d  to  te a c h  the rudim ents of music and s in g in g  of 
a p p ro p r ia te  songs to  a l l  p ro sp e c tiv e  te a c h e rs  in  th e  elem entary  f i e l d ;  
th a t  th e  p a r is h  su p e rin te n d en ts  and p r in c ip a ls  be urged and in s t ru c te d  
to  r e q u ir e  e lem entary  te a c h e rs  to  i n s t r u c t  t h e i r  c la s s e s  in  the  rudim ents 
o f music and to  g ive  them d a i ly  p ra c t ic e  in  s in g in g  a p p ro p ria te  songs, 
p rov ided  th e  te a c h e rs  were com petent to  do so ; and th a t  th e  schoo l o f f i ­
c i a l s  having  la rg e  c i t i e s  in  t h e i r  p a r is h e s  be encouraged to  employ 
s p e c i a l i s t s  in  music and re q u ire  them to  g ive  th e  music in s t r u c t io n  in  
th e  h ig h -sch o o l c la s s e s ,  and to  su p erv ise  the  tea c h in g  of music in  th e  
g rad e s . The S ta te  Board adopted th e se  recommendations.^®
In  1930 the  Federa ted  Music Clubs o f L ou isiana  appo in ted  a committee 
to  p rep a re  a course o f  s tu d y  fo r  m usic. T his committee ’was composed of th e
^ R u th  M arsa lis  Sm ith, "Flan fo r  School Music in  L ou isiana" (unpub­
l is h e d  M a s te r 's  t h e s i s ,  L ouisiana G tate  U n iv e rs ity , Baton Rouge, 1933), 
p . 19 , c i t i n g  in te rv ie w  w ith Mrs. */. C arru th  Jones, 3aton Rouge, L ousiana, 
June 5, 1933.
^ C i r c u l a r  L e t te r  Number 2736 da ted  January  23, 1930 of the  S ta te  
Departm ent o f E ducation of L o u is ian a .
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deans o f th e  sc h o o ls  o f  music o f th e  c o lle g e s  o f L o u is ia n a . Leon Ryder 
Maxwell of Newcomb, F ra n c is  VJheeler o f C en tenary , and H. Stopher of 
L ou is iana  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  p rep a red  th e  co u rse  o f s tu d y . They reconm end- 
ed t h a t  sch o o l music be ta u g h t  in  the f i r s t  th re e  g ra d e s  a s  was done in  
o th e r  s t a t e s  c o n s id e re d  to  have a good music program . The upper g rades 
and h igh  sc h o o ls  shou ld  s t a r t  w ith  music a p p re c ia t io n  and o p e r e t ta s .  In  
subsequen t y e a rs  s ig h t  s in g in g , music fundam entals and oth«* c o u rse s  could 
be added . T his approach was c o n s id e re d  by th e s e  music e d u c a to rs  to  be 
g ra d u a l and p r a c t i c a l .  The b ta te  Board o f  E ducation , however, co n sid ered  
th e  p la n  to o  e la b o ra te  and f a r - r e a c h in g  and d id  not adopt th e  suggested  
p la n .  The F ed e ra ted  Music C lubs o f L ou isiana  d id  no t abandon t h e i r  e f ­
f o r t s  to  g e t  music in  every  sc h o o l. They p re sen te d  to  p a r is h  sch o o l 
boards and su p e r in te n d e n ts  p e t i t io n s  signed  by p a re n ts  and ta x p a y e rs
21who wished music to  become a more i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f th e  sc h o o l system .
Music o f f e r in g s  expanded in  1933. The music co u rses  which s t a t e ­
s '1 proved high  sc h o o ls  m ight o f f e r  were in c re a sed  in  number in  th e  cou rse  
o f s tu d y  o f 1933 in  which the  fo llo w in g  c o u rses  were a u th o r iz e d : funda­
m en ta ls o f mucic  (ea r t r a i n in g ,  d i c t a t io n  and s ig h t  s in g in g ) ,  music 
a p p re c ia t io n ,  c h o ru s , glee c lu b , c h o ra l group , o r c h e s t r a ,  band, th e o ry  
and harm ony, and o u ts id e  music s tu d y , A t o t a l  o f seven and o n e -h a lf  
u n i ts  cou ld  be o ffe re d  by a sc h o o l; however, a maximum of two u n i ts  in
music could  be counted tow ard g ra d u a tio n .
A pparen tly  th e  e f f o r t s  o f the  F edera ted  Music Clubs o f L ou isiana  
were y ie ld in g  r e s u l t s  is  High-Ochool S u p erv iso r T ru ieau  s ta te d  to  the  
C ta te  Board o f E ducation  on August 24, 1932, th a t  a rea so n  fo r  re q u e s tin g
th e  broadened co u rse  o f study  in  music was th e  w idespread  demand fo r  a
^ S m i t h ,  op. c l t . .  p .  80.
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p2r i c h e r  co u rse  in  m usic.
The o f f e r in g s  p rov ided  in  th e  co u rse  of s tu d y  of 1933 ’./ere the  same 
i s  th o se  s e t  f o r th  i n  the  recom m endations o f th e  r e p o r t  of the  Commission 
on fr.he R e o rg a n isa tio n  of Secondary E ducation  of 1?1?. An acknowledgment 
o f these  recom m endations was made in  th e  cou rse  of stu d y  o f 1233 .
More s t r e s s  on m usic ed u ca tio n  advocated  by S e n a to r Huey z_ .  Long.
\ g re a t  im petus to  th e  music program  in  th e  sc h o o ls  was g iven  by S enato r 
Huey f . Long a t  a m eeting  of the  S ta te  Board o f E ducation  on Ju ly  23,
1931. S en a to r Long s ta te d  t h a t  he was under th e  im oress ion  t h a t  the  sub­
j e c t  o f music was being  n e g le c te d  in  L o u is ia n a . He su g g ested  th a t  the  
S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  would be wise to  e s t a b l i s h  in  th e  S ta te  D epart­
ment of E ducation  a departm ent o f music w ith  a tho rough ly  com petent 
p e rso n  a t  i t s  head to  work under th e  d i r e c t io n  o f th e  s t a t e  s u p e r in te n ­
d en t in  d e v is in g  p ro p er c o u rses  in  m usic, and in  s t im u la t in g  i n t e r e s t  
th roughou t th e  s t a t e  in  m usic. S u p e rin ten d en t H a rr is  ex p ressed  th e  
op in io n  t h a t  th e re  was g re a t  m erit in  S ena to r L ong 's v iew p o in t. He 
s t a te d  th a t  L o u is ian a  was p robab ly  e x c e lle d  by no o th e r  s t a t e  in  the 
music a b i l i t y  of i t s  peop le  bu t th a t  th e  s u b je c t  had been n e g le c te d  on 
accoun t of in ad eq u ate  funds. He s t a te d  th a t  the  S ta te  Board had pursued 
th e  p o lic y  o f  expending funds upon th e  "b read  and b u t te r "  s u b je c ts  to  th e  
n e g le c t  o f c u l t u r a l  c o u rse s  such as music and a r t .  He recommended th a t  
th e  departm ent of m usic be a u th o riz e d  and s a id  th a t  i t  cou ld  be fin an ced
^ O f f i c i a l  P ro ceed in g s  o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f E ducation  o f  August 21.
1932. B u l le t in  Humber 235 o f S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation o f L ou is iana  
(Baton Rouge; R am ires-Jones F r in t in g  Company, 1932), p .  10 ,
^ Course o f  Study fo r  L ou isiana  High S ch o o ls . 1933. B u l le t in  Number 
259 o f th e  S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  o f  L ou isiana  (New O rleans: 
ThomAs J .  M oran's Cons, 1933), p . 223.
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fo r  a y e a r  o r two a t  l e a s t  out o f a b a lan ce  in  th e  m alt fu n d .?^
On m otion o f D r. Glenn J .  Sm ith, seconded by George T. M adison, th e
d iv is io n  of m usic in  th e  S ta te  Department o f  E ducation  was c re a te d  and
th e  S ta te  S u p e rin te n d en t o f  E ducation  was in s t r u c te d  to  ta k e  th e  n e c e ssa ry
a c t io n  to  p u t i t  in to  o p e ra tio n  by th e  employment o f  a d i r e c to r  and th e
2*5p re p a ra t io n  o f a cou rse  o f  s tu d y . J
The a c tu a l  e s ta b lish m e n t o f a d iv is io n  o f music in  th e  S ta te  D epart­
ment o f  S d u ca 'io n  was e f f e c te d  b;, S u p e rin ten d en t H a rr is  in  Septem ber of 
1934. He in d ic a te d  t h i s  f a c t  in  h is  an n u a l r e p o r t  fo r  th e  se s s io n  1933- 
1934:
In th e  e a r ly  p a r t  o f Septem ber a d iv is io n  of music was added in  
th e  S ta te  D epartm ent of E d u ca tio n . Samuel Bums o f  Ohio was employ­
ed f o r  t h i s  new f i e l d ,  w ith in s t r u c t io n s  t o  tak e  th e  le a d  in  the  
in tro d u c tio n  o f  p u b lic -s c h o o l music i n  the  schoo ls of th e  S ta te .
The a d d it io n  was announced to  schoo l o f f i c i a l s  o f th e  S ta te  in  a 
c i r c u l a r  in  which I  gave the e s s e n t i a l  f a c t s  a s  fo llo w s :
A month o r so ago th e  S ta te  Board of E ducation  c re a te d  a 
departm ent o f  music in  th e  S ta te  Departm ent o f  E d u ca tio n , and in ­
s t r u c te d  me to  employ a d i r e c to r  to  head th e  departm en t. I  have 
employed Mr. Samuel B urns, who has today  e n te re d  upon h is  d u t i e s .
His t r a in in g  and ex p erien ce  a re  as fo llo w s: B. A. d e g re e , O berlin
C o lle g e , Ohio; M. 3 . d e g re e , N orthw estern  U n iv e rs i ty ,  Chicago; 
work p r a c t i c a l l y  com pleted fo r  d o c to r 's  d e g re e , T eachers C o lle g e , 
Columbia U n iv e rs i ty ,  New York, E x p erien ce—te n  or f i f t e e n  y e a rs  
o f  te a c h in g  in  c o lle g e  sunnier s c h o o ls , p u b lic  sc h o o ls , and fo r  
th e  l a s t  s e v e ra l  y e a rs  d i r e c to r  o f music in  p u b lic  sch o o ls  o f  
Medina County, Ohio.
Mr. Burns w i l l  spend a few weeks g e t t in g  h is  b e a rin g s  and 
m eeting  sch o o l o f f i c i a l s  and te a c h e rs  th roughou t th e  S t a te ,  A f te r ­
w ards, he w i l l  map out a d e f i n i t e  program . As he comes a round ,
I  hope you w i l l  ex tend  to  him th e  hand o f c o r d ia l  welcome and any 
c o o p e ra tio n  p o s s ib le .
Hy f e e l in g  i s  t h a t  the  departm en t o f music w i l l  p rove a  very
^ O f f i c i a l  P ro ceed in g s o f th e  S ta te  Beard of E ducation  o f Ju ly  23.
193^ . B u l le t in  Number 271 of the S ta te  Departm ent o f  E ducation  o f  L o u is ian a  
(New O rlean s : Thomas J .  M oran's Sons, 1934)* P« 11•
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im portan t one. I  know th a t  th e re  i s  an abundance o f  tmisic
a b i l i t y  among the  peop le  o f th e  3 ta t e .  . . . °
Work of S ta te  S u p erv iso r o f Music B urns. In  A pril o f  1935 Burns
s e t  f o r th  o rg a n iz a tio n a l  p la n s  fo r music in s t r u c t io n  in  th e  schoo ls o f
L o u is ia n a . He inform ed lo c a l  schoo l o f f i c i a l s  in  broad o u t l in e  th e  bases
fo r  s e t t i n g  up an e f f e c t iv e  schoo l music propram com prising vocal work
27and in s tru m e n ta l work in c lu d in g  ensem bles, o r c h e s t r a ,  and band, ' The 
f i r s t  s t a te  su p e rv iso r  o f music ed u ca tio n  in  L ou isiana  regarded  the 
tea c h in g  of in s tu m e n ta l music "as much a p n rt o f the pu b lic  sc h o o l’s
28fu n c tio n  as i s  the  teach in g  o f  E n g lish , h i s to r y ,  o r any o th e r  s u b je c t .  . .
In  August o f 1935 Burns prom ulgated p re lim in a ry  announcements o f  a  
music cou rse  of s tu d y  fo r  th e  high schoo ls of L o u is ian a . In i t  p ro v i­
s io n  was made in  most in s ta n c e s  fo r  the  same music o f fe r in g s  ’‘h ic h  were 
in  th e  cou rse  of study  of 1933* A dditions in  th e  vocal music group in ­
cluded "a cH pella  c h o irs "  and vocal ensem bles. In the in s tru m e n ta l music 
group, schoo ls could o f f e r  fo r  c r e d i t  s e le c t iv e  in s tru m e n ta l c la s s e s  in  
s t r i n g s ,  woodwinds, and q u a r t e t t e s .  A lso, p ro v is io n  was made fo r a course
in  g e n e ra l m usic, which was in tended  fo r th e  mass o f stu-’e n ts .  The l a t t e r
course  in c lu d ed  music a p p re c ia tio n  and s i n g i n g . Two u n its  rem ained th e
E ig h ty -F if th  Annual Heport fo r  th e  S ession  1933-193^. B u lle t in  
Number 288 of th e  S ta te  Department o f E ducation o f L ou isiana  (New O rleans:
Thomas J .  Moran’ s Sons, 1935), PP. 28 -9 .
2?S . T* Burns, O rg a n iz a tio n a l Flans f o r  Music I n s t ru c t io n  in  Schools 
o f  L o u is ia n a . B u lle t in  Number 293 of th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education of 
L ou isiana  (New O rleans: Thomas J .  Moran’ s Sons, 1935), p p . 1 -23 .
28I b i d . ,  p . 17.
29 s . T . Burns, P re llm ln a ry  Announcement High School Music Courses fo r  
L ou is iana  High S choo ls. 1935-1936. B u lle tin N u m b er 300 o f  S ta te  Department of 
E ducation  of L ou isiana  (New O rleans: Thomas J .  Moran’ s Sons, 1935), p . 12 .
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maximum number of c r e d i t s  in  music which cou ld  count toward m eeting  r e ­
qu irem en ts fo r  g ra d u a tio n .
Music in  th e  cou rse  o f s tu d y  o f  1937.  In  th e  co u rse  o f stu d y  o f 1937 
the  number o f u n i ts  in  music which a h igh  schoo l m ight o f f e r  was r a is e d  
from seven and o n e -h a lf  u n i ts  to  2 7 .2  u n i t s ,  and the maximum u n i ts  a 
s tu d e n t m ight coun t tow ard g ra d u a tio n  was in c re a se d  from two to  fo u r  
u n i t s .  Burns in d ic a te d  th e s e  f a c t s  as fo llo w s :
Changes in  th e  r e g u la t io n s  re g a rd in g  music s tu d y  in  the  h igh  
schoo l made d u r in g  the  sch o o l y e a r 1936-1937 and announced in  
B u l le t in  Number 337 (L ou is iana  H igh-School S ta n d a rd s ) , w i l l  doub t­
l e s s l y  l-*ad to  a g re a t  expansion  in  music o f f e r i n g  in  L ou is iana  
high s c h o o ls .  H e re to fo re , on ly  two u n i ts  o f  c r e d i t  ou t o f th e  
s ix te e n  re q u ir e d  fo r  g ra d u a tio n  could be o f fe re d  in  m usic. TJnder 
th e  new r e g u la t io n s ,  fo u r u n i ts  may be o f fe re d  in  m usic. This 
new r u l in g  w i l l  make i t  p o s s ib le  fo r  h igh sch o o ls  to  o f f e r  a 
m ajor in  m usic, p e rm itt in g  a s tu d e n t to  g raduate  w ith  tw elve ac­
ademic u n i ts  and fou r in  m u s i c . 3 0
The fo llo w in g  music s u b je c ts  l i s t e d  in  fo u r c a te g o r ie s  were a u th o r­
iz e d  to  be o f fe re d  by s ta te -a p p ro v e d  h igh  sc h o o ls : (1) v o ca l m u s ic -
g e n e ra l m usic, g lee  c lu b  (boys or g i r l s ) ,  mixed c h o ru s , v o ca l ensem ble, 
and a p p lie d  music in  c la s s  le s so n s  o r p r iv a te  le s s o n s ;  (2) music a p p re ­
c ia t io n  and h i s to r y ;  (3) in s tru m e n ta l m usic—band, o r c h e s t r a ,  and a p p lie d  
music in  c l a s s  le s so n s  o r  p r iv a te  le s s o n s ;  and (4) music th e o ry —elemen­
ta r y  th e o ry  and music re a d in g , and advance th eo ry  and harmony.
C urricu lum  stu d y  groups and th e  music c u rr ic u lu m . D uring th e  sp r in g  
o f  1941, Lloyd 7 .  F unchess, who had r e l ie v e d  Mr. Burns a s  s t a t e  su p e r­
v i s o r  o f music d u rin g  th e  1937-1938 schoo l s e s s io n ,  d i s t r ib u te d  to  te a c h e rs  
o f  music a co u rse  o f s tu d y  in  music and asked th e  te a c h e rs  to  make sug­
g e s tio n s  and c r i t i c i s m s  which m ight se rv e  as a b a s is  fo r  f u r th e r  study
335 o >w O rleans: Thomas
J .  Moran’ s Sons, 1937), P . 6 l .
E ig h ty -S ev en th  Annual fteport fo r  S ess io n  1935-1936 B u lle t in  Number
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and c o n s i d e r a t i o n .^  Acknowledgment was made t o  members o f  a c u r r ic u ­
lum s tu d y  c la s s  a t  L o u is ian a  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty , sunnier schoo l s e s s io n  of 
1940, and to  th o se  o th e r  te a c h e rs  in  th e  f i e l d  who gave a s s i s t a n c e .
Members o f th e  c l a s s  were F ra n c is  B u lb e r, chairm an , Mary C arey, C o rn e lia  
Cooke, John D. G reene, L e i la  Opdenweyer, R. D. R usca, E liz a b e th  5 ,
R u s s e l l ,  Marvin W igginton, and Johnny Z inna , They drew upon th e  cou rses 
of stu d y  in  music o f M isso u ri, M ontana, C a l i f o r n ia ,  T exas, North C aro- 
l i n a ,  and re n n s y lv a n ia  in  th e  p re p a ra t io n  o f the  music cu rricu lu m  of 1941*' 
The music c o u rses  su g g ested  fo r  g rad es  e ig h t  th rough  e lev en  were 
d iv id e d  in to  f iv e  g roups: ( l )  v o ca l and in s tru m e n ta l  c l a s s e s —vo ice
c la s s e s ,  b e g in n in g  in s tru m e n ta l c la s s e s  (b an d ), and advanced in s tru m en ­
t a l  c la s s e s ;  (2) p r iv a te  in s t r u c t io n ;  (3 ) g en e ra l c l a s s e s — g e n e ra l m usic, 
music a p p re c ia t io n  and h i s to r y ,  and t h e o r e t i c a l  s tu d ie s  in  m usic; (4 ) 
v o c a l o rg a n iz a t io n s —b o y s ' and g i r l s '  g lee  c lu b s , mixed c h o ru s , a c a p e lla  
c h o ir ,  and v o ca l ensem bles; and (5) in s tru m e n ta l o rg a n iz a t io n s — f i r s t  and 
second band, f i r s t  and second o r c h e s t r a ,  and in s tru m e n ta l e n se m b le s ,'"
The c r i t i c i s m s  and su g g e s tio n s  o f te a c h e r s ,  a s  w ell as the  e f f o r t s  
o f  th e  c u rr ic u lu m  study  c la s s  a t  L o u is ian a  S ta te  U n iv e rs i ty , summer s e s ­
s io n  o f 1941, were u t i l i z e d  in  th e  p re p a ra tio n  of s t i l l  a n o th e r  t e n ta t iv e  
co u rse  o f  s tu d y  in  m usic. In  p rom ulga ting  th is  co u rse  o f stu d y  in  .Septem­
b e r ,  1941* Funcheas s ta te d :
. . .  I t  i s  th e  r e s u l t  o f a c o o p e ra tiv e  e f f o r t  in c lu d in g  the  
sch o o l te a c h e rs  of th e  S ta te  and s p e c i a l i s t s  in  th e  f i e l d  o f m usic.
I t  i s  in  answer to  th e  u rg en t need fo r new c u r r i c u la r  m a te r ia ls  
and i s  d esig n ed  to  g ive  d i r e c t io n  and meaning to  the  te a c h in g  of 
music in  th e  sc h o o ls  o f  L o u is ia n a , During th e  s o r in g  of 1?41, th e
^ L lo y d  7 ,  Funchess and ’. 'a l te r  2 . P u rdy , Course o f  Study in  M usic, 
B u l le t in  Number 447 of th e  S ta te  Department of E ducation  of .-.ouisiana 
$3aton Rouge: St-*te D epart.aent o f E ducation  of L o u is ia n a , l ? 4 l ) ,  p , 5*
32I b id . .  p .  12 .
33l b l d . . pp. "E -3.
S ta te  "-''partmont of E ducation  p u b lish ed  a p re lim in a ry  b u l l e t in  
p e r ta in in g  to  the  music program o f e lem entary  and secondary  
sc h o o ls . Teachers and a d m in is tra to rs  were req u e s te d  to  g ive  
se r io u s  c o n s id e ra tio n  to  i t s  c o n te n ts  and were asked to  o f f e r  
c o n s tru c t iv e  c r i t ic i s m s  and a d d it io n a l  su g g e s tio n s . The r e ­
sponse to  t h i s  re q u e s t was fo rthcom ing and the  c o n te n ts  o f t h i s  
new b u l l e t in  have been p rep a red  w ith th ese  su g g estio n s  in  mind*
I t  i s  not in tended  th a t  th e  m a te r ia l  o f t h i s  b u l le t in  s h a l l  
c o n s t i tu te  a course of s tu d y  in  any p a r t i c u l a r  school o r p a r is h ,  
but r a th e r  to  a id  te a c h e rs  in  develop ing  t h e i r  own course  o f s tu d y . 
N e ith e r i s  t h i s  b u l l e t in  in ten d ed  to  p re s c r ib e  th e  o rd e r  o f  te a c h ­
ing  any phase o f  th e  s u b je c t .  I t  i s  b e lie v e d  th a t  any o rg an iz a ­
t io n  or sequence which p ro v id es  e f f e c t iv e  le a rn in g  s i tu a t io n s  i s  
d e s i r a b le .
T his b u l l e t i n  i s  no t in ten d ed  to  be a f i n a l  course  of study  
. . . .  T eachers and o th e rs  a re  encouraged to  make c o n s tru c tiv e  
c ritic ism s.-* * '
This t e n ta t iv e  course o f study  p rov ided  f o r  s u b s ta n t ia l ly  the  same 
o ffe r in g s  as d id  the  co u rse  of s tu d y  of 1937. S tuden ts  were allow ed a 
maximum o f fo u r u n i ts  to  count tow ard g rad u a tio n  but no t over th re e  u n its  
could  be in  any one f i e l d  of m usic.
Music in  th e  course  o f s tu d y  o f 1947. In  the co u rse  o f s tu d y  of 
1947 were l i s t e d  th e  same music co u rses  as were in  th e  co u rse  o f study 
o f  1937. There were a few changes in  regard  to  th e  maximum number o f 
u n i ts  which could  be o ffe re d  in  c e r ta in  music c o u rse s . In  th e  cou rse  o f  
study  of 1937 th re e  u n its  in  p r iv a te  music le s so n s  in  p iano  or o r c h e s t r a l  
in s tru m e n ts  and th re e  u n i ts  in  p r iv a te  s in g in g  le s so n s  were a u th o r iz e d ; 
in  the  course  o f study  o f  1947 on ly  two u n i ts  were a u th o rize d  in  th e se  
s u b je c ts .  In th e  course  of study  o f 1937 two u n i ts  each in  band and 
o rc h e s tra  were a llow ed ; in  the co u rse  o f s tu d y  of 1947 th e  maximum u n its  
a u th o riz e d  were in c re ased  to  fo u r fo r  band and th re e  fo r  o r c h e s t r a ,  3 tu -
34c o u rse  o f  Study in  M usic. B u l le t in  Number 468 o f  th e  S ta te  D ep a rt­
ment o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ian a  (B aton Rouge: S ta te  D epartm ent o f  E ducation
o f  L o u is ia n a , 1941)# PP* 5 -6 .
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d e n ts  who planned to  o f f e r  th e  maximum o f  fo u r u n i te  in  m usic tow ard 
g rad u a tio n  were encouraged but no t r e q u ire d  to  earn  th e s e  c r e d i t s  in  
more th an  one f i e l d  o f m usic.
Music in  th e  co u rse  o f study  o f  1951, D uring  O ctober o f 1947 a 
s e r ie s  o f t e n  m eetings was h e ld  fo r  th e  purpose  o f d e te rm in in g  th e  needs 
o f th e  music c u rr ic u lu m  f o r  th e  new tw e lv e -g rad e  p r o g r a m , T h e  r e ­
s u l t s  o f t h i s  s e r ie s  o f  m eetings were used by th e  s t a t e  s u p e rv is o r  of 
music in  p re p a r in g  a t e n t a t i v e  o u t l in e  o f  a co u rse  o f stu d y  in  music 
which was p re se n te d  in  mimeographed form to  te a c h e rs  fo r  a d d i t io n a l  s tu d y  
and comment. The r e s u l t s  o f  th e  study  and corcments by te a c h e rs  were \» ed  
as a b a s is  fo r  o rg a n iz in g  a form al cu rricu lu m  s tu d y  program , 'Tie f i r s t  
s te p  in  t h i s  d i r e c t io n  was th e  work of th e  cu rric u lu m  s tu d y  c l a s s  h e ld  
on th e  campus o f L o u is ian a  S ta te  U n iv e rs ity  d u rin g  the  su im er s e s s io n  o f 
1943. Funchess encouraged  music te a c h e rs  t o  e n r o l l  in  t h i s  cou"se 
s in c e  th e  groundwork fo r  a t e n t a t i v e  cou rse  o f  study  in  music fo r  the  
tw e lv e -g rad e  program would be p rep a red  in  t h i s  c o u rs e , and he was in ­
t e r e s te d  in  hav ing  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  th e  th in k in g  o f a l l  music te a c h e r s .
In 1951 a program  of music e d u ca tio n  fo r  th e  sc h o o ls  o f L o u is ian a  
was is su e d  by th e  S ta te  Departm ent o f E d u ca tio n , Acknowledgment was made
of the e f f o r t s  of the  s t a t e  music cu rricu lu m  study  com m ittee composed o f
37s u p e r in te n d e n ts , p r in c ip a l s  and mu3ic te a c h e r s .  ' The music cu rricu lu m  
in c lu d ed  th e  fo llo w in g  o f f e r in g s :  assem bly s in g in g  (an o p p o rtu n ity  fo r
3 ^N in e ty -N in th  Annual R eport fo r  the  S ess io n  1947-1943. B u l le t in  
Number ^53 o f th e  S ta te  D epartm ent of E ducation  of L ou isiana  (Baton Rouge: 
S ta te  Departm ent o f E duca tion  o f  L o u is ia n a , 1949)# PP. 49 -50 .
36I b id .
3^0ne-Hundred and Second Annual R eport f o r  S ess io n  1950-1951. B u l le t in
Number 736 o f  S ta te  departm ent o f E ducation  o f L o u is ian a  (Baton Rouge:
S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  o f  L o u is ia n a , 1952), p .  50.
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s tu d e n ts  t o  s in g  in  la rg e  g ro u p s ) , mixed chorus (a c a p e l la  c h o i r ) ,  boys* 
c h o ru s , g i r l s '  c h o ru s , g e n e ra l  m usic , v o ic e  c la s s ,  v o c a l ensem ble, music 
h i s to r y  and a p p re c ia t io n ,  fundam entals of m usic, band, o r c h e s t r a ,  a p p lie d  
m usic , p ian o  c l a s s ,  In s tru m e n ta l te c h n iq u e  c l a s s ,  and in s tru m e n ta l  ensem ble 
c l a s s .
The o f f e r in g s  a u th o r is e d  in  th e  course  o f s tu d y  o f 1951 were e ssen ­
t i a l l y  th e  same a s  th o se  in  th e  c o u rse s  o f  stu d y  o f  1937 and 1947 a lth o u g h  
th e  t i t l e s  o f  a  few co u rses  were changed. Glee c lu b  was r e f e r r e d  to  as 
chorus and th e  cou rse  in  e lem en tary  m usic th e o ry  and m usic re a d in g  was r e ­
fe r r e d  to  as fundam entals o f  m usic. The co u rse  o f s tu d y  o f 1941 d id  no t 
in c lu d e  th e  cou rse  in  advanced th e o ry  and harmony which had been o ffe re d  
in  p rev io u s  c o u rse s  o f s tu d y . I t  was in d ic a te d  in  th e  m usic cu rricu lu m  
o f 1951 t t e t  drum m ajo rin g , ba ton  tw i r l in g  and r e la te d  a c t i v i t i e s  d id  n o t 
e n t i t l e  a  s tu d e n t  t o  music c r e d i t .  The s u b je c ts  s e t  f o r th  in  t h i s  c u r r ic ­
ulum were prom ulgated  in  th e  g e n e ra l  cou rse  o f study  o f  1952.
The E x te n t t o  Which High Schools Have O ffered  Music Coxy s e e .
D uring th e  1910-1911 sch o o l s e s s io n , th e re  were n in e ty  nmsic te a c h e rs  
in  th e  n in e ty - e ig h t  s ta te -a p p ro v e d  p u b lic  h igh  s c h o o ls . ^  During th e  1914- 
1915 sc h o o l s e s s io n ,  f i f t y - e i g h t  ou t o f 137 s ta te -a p p ro v e d  p u b lic  h igh  
sc h o o ls  fo r  w h ite  y o u th s , o r fo r ty - tw o  p e rc e n t o f  th e  t o t a l ,  o f fe re d  s in g ­
ing***® S ta te  H igh-School In sp e c to r  Iv es  re p o r te d  th a t  tw en ty  h ig h  sc h o o ls ,
3®Lloyd V. Funchess and W inston H ilto n , k Procram  o f Music E ducation  
fo r  L o u is ian a  S ch o o ls . 1951. B u l le t in  Number 706 o f  S ta te  D epartm ent o f Edu- 
c a t io n  o f L o u is ia n a  (Baton Rouge: S ta te  Departm ent o f  E ducation  o f L o u is ia n a ,
1 9 5 1 ), P . 35 .
^ C i r c u l a r  L e t te r  d a ted  March 2 , 1911 of S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  
o f  L o u is ia n a .
**®b ie n n ia l  R eport o f th e  S ta te  S u p e rin ten d en t o f P u b llc  E ducation  f o r  
I I I  (Baton Rouge: R am ires-Jones P r in t in g  Comoany, 1915 ),
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o r  ap p ro x im ate ly  te n  p e rc e n t  of th e  194 s ta te -a p p ro v e d  h igh  s c h o o ls ,  
o f fe re d  m usic d u r in g  th e  1918-1919 sch o o l s e s s i o n . ^  In  th e  1934-1935 
sc h o o l s e s s io n ,  when th e  d iv is io n  o f m usic in  th e  S ta te  Departm ent o f  
E duca tion  was e s t a b l i s h e d ,  th e r e  were l e s s  th a n  tw e n ty -f iv e  te a c h e rs  o f 
m usic in  te n  p a r is h e s  which had o rg an ized  m usic p ro g ra m s ,^  D uring th e  
1935-1936 sch o o l y e a r ,  tw e n ty - fo u r , o r  seven p e rc e n t o f th e  s ta te -a p p ro v e d  
h ig h  sc h o o ls  fo r  w h ite  y o u th s , o f fe re d  from o n e -fo u r th  to  two u n i ts  in  
m u s i c .^  The p e r io d  from 1935 to  1941 was marked by a ra n id  growth in  
music o f f e r in g s  by h ig h -sc h o o ls  th ro u g h o u t th e  s t a t e .  In  1936-1937, 
th e r e  were ap p ro x im ate ly  one-hundred h igh—schoo l b a n d s . T h i s  number 
had in c re a se d  to  abou t th re e  hundred by th e  c lo se  o f  th e  1940-1941 schoo l 
s e s s i o n . ^  L ikew ise , g lee  c lu b s  in c re a se d  from  abou t two hundred in  
1937-1938 to  about f iv e  hindred by th e  end of th e  1940-1941 s e s s io n . V ith  
th e  ex ce p tio n  o f  tw o, a l l  o f  th e  s ix ty - f o u r  p a r is h e s  and th re e  c i t y  
sch o o l system s o f L o u is ian a  had made a b eg in n in g  w ith  the  music program 
by th e  end of tb s 1940-1941 schoo l s e s s i o n . ^  During the  1955-1956 
sc h o o l s e s s io n ,  247  o f  th e  356 s ta te -a p p ro v e d  p u b lic  h igh  sch o o ls  fo r  
w h ite  y o u th s , o r s ix ty - n in e  p e rc e n t , o f fe re d  from o n e -h a lf  to  e ig h teen
^ S t a t e  Departm ent of E ducation  o f L o u is ia n a , B ie n n ia l R eport of the 
St a t e  S u p e rin te n d en t o f  P u b lic  E ducation  fo r  1918-1919 P a r t  TV (Baton Rouge: 
R am ires-Jones F r in t in g  Company, 1920), p .  34 .
^ E lg h tv -N ln th  Annual R eport fo r  S ession  1937-1938. B u l le t in  Ntjnber 
402 o f  S ta te  D epartm ent o f E ducation  o f L ou isiana  (New O rleans: Thomas J .
Moran’ s Sons, 1939), p .  47.
^C om piled  from annual r e p o r ts  o f h ig h -sc h o o l p r in c ip a l s  on f i l e  in  
h ig h -sc h o o l s e c t io n  of S ta te  Department of E ducation .
^ E ic h tv -E jjd ith  Annual R eport f o r  S ess io n  1936-1937. B u l le t in  Number 
367 o f S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  o f L o u is ian a  (New O rlean s: Thomas J .
M oran 's Sons, 1938), p .  32 .
^^N inety-Second Annual R eport fo r  S ess io n  1940-1941. B u l le t in  Number 
458 o f S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  o f  L o u is ian a  (Eaton Rouge: S ta te
D epartm ent o f  E ducation  o f L o u is ia n a , 1 9 4 l) j p .  104.
46I b id .
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u n lt3  in  -nu3ic c o u rs e s . About s jx ty  p e rc e n t o f  th e  sc h o o ls  o f f e r in g  
music p rov ided  you ths w ith  th e  o p p o rtu n ity  to  o b ta in  fo u r o r more u n i ts ,  
in  m usic.
i n .  THE LS’rSL.OFMElU Or THE CURRICULUM FOR ART EDUCATION, 1929-1955
E v o lu tio n  o f A Program  o f S tu d ie s  i n  Art
Two-year a r t  program . In  th e  cou rse  o f study o f 1929 were in c lu d ed  
th e  recom m endations of H igh-School S u p e rv iso r Tnxleau which had been 
adopted by th e  S ta te  Board of E ducation  in  1927. Two u n i ts  in  a r t  com­
p r i s in g  draw ing and d e s ig n , h i s to r y  o f a r t ,  a r t  a p p re c ia t io n  and a p o lied  
a r t  c o n s t i tu te d  th e  p ro v is io n s  fo r  a r t  in  th e  cou rse  of s tu d y  o f  1929.
In  August o f 1932 Trudeau gave to  th e  S t Ate Board of E ducation  th e  
fo llo w in g  rea so n s  f o r  d e s i r in g  an expanded a r t  p rorram : ( l )  The o ld
cou rse  was to o  r e s t r i c t i v e ;  (2) The demand was g e n e ra l ly  w idespread  fo r  
a r i c h e r  c o u rse ; and (3) The co u rses  were e le c t iv e  and n o t p r e s c r i b e d .^  
Among th o se  demanding an e n ric h ed  course  in  a r t  were th e  home economics 
te a c h e rs  and th e  F a ren t-T ea ch e r3  A s s o c ia t io n .^  The S ta te  Board approved 
th e  su g g e s tio n s  o f  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l su p e rv iso r  re g a rd in g  a r t  i n  th e  h ig h -  
sch o o l c u rr ic u lu m . These su g g e s tio n s  appeared  in  th e  co u rse  o f  s tu d y  of 
1933 a s  A rt I  ( c r e a t iv e  a r t  and h is to r y  of a r t )  and Art I I  ( a r t  a p p re c ia ­
t i o n ) .  S tu d en ts  were p e rm itte d  to  ea rn  a maximum o f two u n i ts  in  a r t
^C o n jp iled  from th e  annual r e p o r ts  o f  h ig h -sc h o o l p r in c ip a l s  on f i l e  
in  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l s e c t io n  o f th e  S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  o f  L o u is i­
a n s .
^ O f f i c i a l  P ro ceed in g s  o f the S ta te  Board o f E ducation  o f August 24 . 
1932. cj3. c J^j .^, p. 10.
^ S ta te m e n t  o f John E. Coxe, p e rso n a l in te rv ie w , Baton Rouge, L o u is ia n a , 
June 1 , 1957.
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s u b je c ts  tow ard g ra d u a tio n . The h ig h -sc h o o l d i v i s io n  acknow ledged i t s  
in d eb ted n e ss  to  M iss Helen C a r te r  and to  M rs. John E. Caxe fo r  t h e i r  
c o o p e ra tio n  in  p re p a r in g  th e  cou rse  o f stu d y  in  a r t .
F o u r-y e a r a r t  p rogram . The tw o -y ea r a r t  program  rem ained in  e f f e c t  
u n t i l  th e  1950-1951 s e s s io n  when th e  S ta te  Board o f  E ducation  approved two 
a d d i t io n a l  u n i ts  in  a r t  which cou ld  be o f fe re d  by s ta te -a p p ro v e d  h igh  
s c h o o ls . Two s tu d e n ts  o f M rs. John A. C o l l i e r ,  te a c h e r  o f  a r t  in  1950 a t  
th e  Baton Rouge S e n io r  High S choo l, were s tu d y in g  a r t  in  excess o f th e  
tw o-year program . Mrs. C o l l ie r  though t t h a t  th e s e  s tu d e n ts  shou ld  o b ta in  
c r e d i t  fo r  t h i s  e x t r a  s tu d y . She w ro te  a l e t t e r  to  M rs. Irma Sompayrac 
W illa rd , a r t  c o n su lta n t  w ith  th e  S ta te  Departm ent of E d u ca tio n , r e q u e s t ­
in g  a d d i t io n a l  c r e d i t  beyond th e  two u n i ts  p e rm itte d  by e x is t in g  r e g u la ­
t i o n s , ^  Mrs. W illa rd  r e f e r r e d  th e  re q u e s t  to  S ta te  H igh-School S u p e rv iso r  
R aph ie l T e a g le .^  The m a tte r  was p re se n te d  to  th e  S ta te  Board o f E ducation  
which passed  th e  fo llo w in g  r e s o lu t io n  on December IB , 1950!
WHEREAS, The S ta te  Board o f E ducation  reco g n ized  th e  im portance 
o f  a r t  in s t r u c t io n  in  th e  developm ent o f th e  d e s i r e d  a e s th e t i c  and 
c u l t u r a l  q u a l i t i e s  o f th e  in d iv id u a l ;  and WHEREAS, a r t  In  i n s t r u c ­
t io n  may p ro v id e  o p p o r tu n it ie s  f o r  many h ig h  sc h o o l s tu d e n ts  to  
develop  t h e i r  s p e c ia l  t a l e n t s ;  and WHEREAS, th e  f i e l d  o f a r t  o f f e r s  
many v o c a t io n a l  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  in  a d u l t  l i f e ,  th e r e fo re  be i t  RE­
SOLVED th a t  th e  S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  be a u th o r iz e d  to  
in c lu d e  fou r y e a rs  o f a r t  i n s t r u c t io n  in  th e  h ig h -sc h o o l c u r r ic u ­
lum o f  L o u is ian a  under th e  fo llo w in g  c o n d it io n s :
1 .  That th e  c o x rse s  s h a l l  be d e s ig n a te d  a s  Art I ,  A rt I I ,  Art
I I I ,  and Art IV; and
2 . That each c o u rse  s h a l l  be d e s ig n a te d  as an e le c t iv e  s u b je c t
o f f e r in g  one u n i t  maximum c r e d i t  toward m eeting  req u ire m e n ts  fo r
h ig h -sc h o o l g ra d u a tio n ; and
^ S ta te m e n t  o f Mrs. John A. C o l l i e r ,  p e rso n a l in te rv ie w , Baton Rouge, 
L o u is ia n a , May 23, 1957.
^ S ta te m e n t  o f  M rs. Irma Sompayrac W illa rd , p e rs o n a l in te rv ie w , Baton 
Rouge, L o u is ia n a , May 24 , 1957*
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3 . That each co u rse  s h a l l  be o f fe re d  on th e  b a s is  o f  a la b ­
o ra to ry  s u b je c t ,  a minimum o f 300 m inu tes p e r  week th ro u g h o u t th e  
y e a r  c o n s t i t u t in g  a u n i t  i n  t im e . T h is req u irem en t may be met by 
f iv e  s ix ty -m in u te  p e r io d s  p e r  week.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, T hat a l l  p rev io u s  r e s o lu t io n s  in  con­
f l i c t  w ith  th e  p ro v is io n s  o f t h i s  r e s o lu t io n  a re  hereby  r e s c in d e d ,*2
The co u rse  o f  s tu d y  o f  1952 made su g g e s tio n s  fo r  fo u r  u n i ts  in  a r t .
Art I  was designed  to  be an e x p lo ra to ry  or su rv e y  course  a s  w e ll a s  to  
g iv e  s tu d e n ts  an  u n d e rs tan d in g  o f th e  a r t  h e r i ta g e  and O D p o rtm itie s  fo r  
c r e a t iv e  w ork. Suggested  u n i ts  were a r t  a s  a v o c a tio n , th e  e v o lu tio n  o f 
a costum e, how c i v i l i z a t i o n  has a f f e c te d  the  d e s ig n  o f m e f u l  o b je c ts ,  
works o f well-known a r t i s t s  p a s t  and p r e s e n t ,  e v o lu tio n  o f  a d v e r t is in g  
aud o f  c a r to o n in g . A rt I I  had fo r  i t s  purpose  th e  developm ent o f an i n ­
c re a se d  u n d e rs tan d in g  of how th e  a r t s  f a c i l i t a t e d  contem porary  l iv i n g .
U nits su g g ested  fo r  the  accom plishm ent of t h i s  purpose were s c u lp tu re  and 
a r c h i t e c tu r e ,  costum e, c r e a t iv e  d e s ig n  f o r  hand and machine a r t e ,  i n t e r i o r  
d e c o ra t in g , com m ercial a r t ,  r e a l i s t i c  and n o n -o b je c tiv e  p a in t in g .  Art T II 
co n sid e red  a r t  a s  a l i f e  c a r e e r ,  a s  a means o f  im proving everyday l iv in g  
th ro u g h  knowledge o f  th e  a r t  needs o f th e  home and community, Recommended 
u n i ts  were a r t  o f th e  a g e s , costume d esig n  and i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  c r e a t iv e  de­
s ig n  fo r  i n d u s t r i a l  a r t s ,  and p a in t in g .  U n its  suggested  in  Art TV, which 
had th e  same pu rposes as Art I I I ,  were American a r t ,  a d v e r t is in g  a r t . ,  
s t a g e c r a f t ,  i n t e r i o r  d e c o ra t in g , and s c u l p t u r e , ^
^ O f f i c i a l  P ro ceed lnga  o f th e  S ta te  Board o f  Sduc a t  ion  o f  December IS . 
1950. B u l le t in  Number 720 o f the  State~~5epartm ent of E ducation  of L o u is ian a  
(Baton Rouge: S ta te  Departm ent o f  E ducation  o f L o u is ia n a , 1951), PP. 2 ? -4 .
^ Handbook fo r  School A d m in is tra to rs , b u l le t in  h'umber 741 o f  S ta te
D epartm ent o f  E ducation  o f  L o u is ia n a ( B a to n  Rouge: S ta te  Departm ent o f
E ducation  o f L o u is ia n a , u n d a te d ), p p . 1B7-8.
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The a r t  program  s e t  f o r th  in  th e  co u rse  o f s tu d y  o f  1952 was p r e ­
pared  by M rs. W illa rd . A f u l l - t im e  c o n s u lta n t  on a r t  in  th e  S ta te  
D epartm ent o f ed u ca tio n  was employed fo r  th e  f i r s t  tim e  in  Septem ber o f  
194S . In  Septem ber o f 1949* Mrs. W illa rd  assumed t h i s  p o s i t io n  and i s  
p r e s e n t ly  engaged in  th e  su p e rv is io n  and prom otion o f a r t  in  th e  p u b lic  
sch o o ls  o f L o u is ia n a . The above program  r e f l e c t s  th e  wide t r a i n in g  and 
e x p erien ce  which th e  s t a te  a r t  c o n s u lta n t  a cq u ired  in  sc h o o ls  in  th e  
E ast as  w e ll as in  L o u is ia n a . The cou rse  o f  s tu d y  in  a r t  a t  Tulane Uni­
v e r s i ty  was one s o ire e  fo r  th e  a r t  program  m entioned a b o v e ,^
E xten t to  VJhich High S c h o o ls  Have O ffered  Art C ourses
The s t a t e  h ig h -sc h o o l in s p e c to r  re p o r te d  th a t f i f t y  out of 137 s t a t e -
apiToved p u b lic  h igh  sch o o ls  o f fe re d  draw ing d u rin g  the 1914-1915 schoo l
5  5y e a r .  T h is was app rox im ate ly  t h i r t y - s i x  p e rc e n t o f th e  h igh  sc h o o ls . 
D uring th e  1 9 1 3 -1 9 1 9  schoo l y e a r ,  tw enty o f the  194 s ta te -a o p ro v e d  o u b lic  
h ig h  sc h o o ls  had co u rses  in  d r a w in g .^  This was s l i g h t l y  over ten  p e r ­
c e n t o f  th e  t o t a l  number o f  h igh  sc h o o ls . D uring th e  1 9 3 5-1936  schoo l 
s e s s io n ,  on ly  fo u r h igh  sc h o o ls , o r one p e rc e n t o f  th e  t o t a l  number o f 
s ta te -a p p ro v e d  p u b lic  h igh  sch o o ls  f o r  w h ite  you ths o ffe re d  a t  l e a s t  one 
a r t  c o u rs e . ^  D uring th e  19 5 5-1956  se s s io n  tw e n ty -s ix  h igh  sc h o o ls , o r 
7 ,3  p e rc e n t o f th e  356 3tn te -a p p ro v e d  high sch o o ls  fo r  w h ite  youths o f­
fe re d  from o n e -h a lf  to  f iv e  u n i ts  in  a r t .  Twelve o f th e s e  sch o o ls  o ffe re d  
fo u r  u n i ts  and one o f fe re d  f iv e  u n i t s .
54sta tem en t o f Mrs. Irma Sompayrac W illa rd , p e rso n a l in te rv ie w , Baton 
Rouge, L o u is ia n a , May 24 , 1957.
^ B i e n n i a l  R eport o f  th e S t a te  S u p er in ten d en t o f  ? u b l ic  E d u ca tio n . 
P a r t  I I I .  S e s s io n  1 9 1 4 -1 9 1 5 . l o c . c i t .
^ B ie n n ia l R eport o f the  S ta te  S u p e rin ten d en t o f P u b lic  E ducation , 
f o r  S ess io n  1913-1919. P a r t  IV. l o c . c i t .
57Compiled from an n u a l r e p o r ts  o f  h ig h -3 ch o o l p r in c ip a l s  on f i l e  in  
h ig h -sc h o o l s e c t io n  o f th e  S ta te  Departm ent o f E ducation  of L o u is ia n a .
^ I b i d .
CHAPTER 71
THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CURRICULUM IN HEALTH, PHTSICAL AND SAFETT EDUCATION 
FOR 3TATE-APPROVED WHITE PUBLIC HIGH SCHOOLS OF LOUISIANA, 1906-1955
The eurrleuluBi fo r  h e a lth , p h y sic a l and s a fe ty  education  fa r  s t a t e -  
approved p u b lic  high sc h o o ls  far  w h its  youths has developed from p h y s ic a l  
cu ltu re  a s  a r e c r e a tio n a l p u rsu it which was t o  be corre la ted  w ith other  
sch o o l work in  1906 t o  a broadened curriculum  Including p h y sic a l ed u cation , 
h ea lth  ed u cation , s a fe ty  education , f i r s t  a id , and d r iv er  education and 
t r a f f i c  s a fe ty  in  1956.
C urricu lar developments in  h ea lth  and p h y s ic a l education w i l l  be 
considered  to g eth er ; developments in  s a fe ty  education w i l l  be presented  
in  a separate s e c t io n .
I .  THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CURRICULUM FOR HEALTH AND PHTSICAL EDUCATION
P h v slo a l g a in in g  p r io r  to  1918.  In th e  co ir  se  o f study o f  1905 i t  
was prescrib ed  th a t p h y sica l c u l t  ir e  be taught throughout the th ree  years 
o f  h igh  sch o o l as a part o f  a course e n t i t le d  "The A rts."  P h y s ic a l c u l­
tu re  was o ffe r e d  tw ice  weekly with music and art
Although no mention was made o f p h y sica l education  In th e  c o ir s e  o f 
study issu e d  fay th e  f i r s t  s ta te  h igh -sch oo l in sp ec to r  in  1909 th ere  were 
some educators who d esired  th at th is  su b je c t be a part o f th e  secondary  
curricu lum . J .  E. Lombard in d ica ted  t h i s  d e s ir e  as fo llo w s:
^State Department o f  Education o f  L ou isiana, S ta te  Course o f  Study fo r  
th e  Common Schools o f  L ou isiana. 1905 (Baton Rouge: The Times, 1905 
pp. ^5-7 .
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P h y s ic a l tr a in in g , organised  p lay  and a t h le t ic s  fo r  sc h o o l  
ch ild ren  have rece iv ed  s u f f ic i e n t  endorsenent r e c e n t ly  a t the  
hands o f prominent educators to  r e l ie v e  any d isc u ss io n  o f  th ese  
su b je c ts  o f  th e  need fo r  a s p e c ia l  p le a  on th e ir  b e h a lf . . . .
He poin ted  out th a t sch oo l a t h le t ic  work had been in  progress in  New 
O rleans s in ce  March 8 , 1908.
The h ig h -sch o o l p r in c ip a ls  o f  L ouisiana a t th e ir  annual conference  
in  December o f 1908 agreed th a t an a id  t o  the so lu tio n  o f  the problem o f  
keeping boys in  sch oo l longer was th e  in tro d u ctio n  o f  a t h le t i c s .  The 
la rg e r  boys might be induced to  remain in  school in  order t o  be a b le  to  
p a r t ic ip a te  in  a t h le t i c  games and c o n te s t s .  The consensus was th a t  
p r in c ip a ls  should encourage a t h le t ic s  and make the sch o o l a p la ce  o f  in ­
t e r e s t .  In t h i s  m y  th e y  could put some r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  upon the la rg er  
boys and make them f e e l  th ey  were an important fa c to r  in  th e  sch oo l p ro-  
gram.-*
3one h ig h -sch o o l p r in c ip a ls  and h igh -sch oo l teach ers en ro lled  in  the 
L ouisiana S ta te  U n iversity  Summer School o f  1911 aoproved a r e so lu t io n  
advocating th e  in trod u ction  o f p h y sic a l education  in  the h ig h -sch o o l 
curriculum . The fo llo w in g  names appeared below the r e so lu tio n : C. S . 
Carnes, J . B. S n e l l ,  Ward Anderson, E. D. Shaw, and W. J .  Dunn. High- 
School Insp ector Leo Favrot endorsed t h is  r e so lu t io n , which appears 
below:
We, th e  p r in c ip a ls  and h ig h -sch o o l teach ers in  s e s s io n  a t  the  
L ouisiana S ta te  U n iv ersity  Suomter S ch oo l, beg to  make th e  fo llo w -
2John Lombard, "School A th le t ic s ,"  Louisiana S ta te  P u b lic  School 
Teachers * A sso c ia tio n  Journal o f Proceedings and Addresses o£ th e  Seven­
tee n th  Annual Meeting held  a£, New Orlean s . A pril 9 -1 1 . 1908 (Louisiana  
S ta te  P u b lic  School T eachers1 A sso c ia tio n , 1908), p . 146.
%roceed ings q f th e  Conference Hjgh-School P r in c jp a ls  o f P u b lic  
E ducation. December 16-18 . 1908 Baton Rouge (Baton Rouge: The New
Advocate, 1909 ), p .  14 .
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in g  recommendations fo r  p h y s ic a l education  in  the high sch oo ls:
1 .  Every high sch oo l should o f fe r  some form o f  P h y sica l  
tr a in in g  and s e t  a s id e  d a i ly  th e  morning or afternoon r e c e ss  
p e r io d s , or sons other period  a t l e a s t  th ir ty  minutes in  le n g th , 
fo r  such games and e x e r c is e s  as b a se b a ll, f o o tb a l l ,  b a sk e tb a ll, 
tr a c k , or f i e l d  s p o r ts , se tt in g -u p  e x e r c is e s ,  wand d r i l l s ,  hoop 
d r i l l s ,  dum b-bell d r i l l s ,  han d-b all and s im ila r  gams s .
2 . We recouaend th a t every student in  th e  sch o o l s h a l l  be 
required t o  p a r t ic ip a te  d a i ly  in  scow form o f  out-door e x e r c is e .*
In ad d itio n  th e  h ig h -sch o o l p r in c ip a ls  and tea ch ers  recoran ended in t e r -
s c h o la s t ic  sp orts and a t h le t ic s .^
This r e s o lu t io n  apparently  in flu en ced  Mr. Favrot to  in c lu d e  p h y sic a l
tr a in in g  in  the course o f  study o f  1912. I t  was req uired  th a t P h y sica l
tr a in in g  be engaged in  by stu d en ts in  a l l  high s c h o o ls . No c r e d it  was
allow ed s in ce  p h y s ic a l tr a in in g  was deemed to  be la r g e ly  r ec r e a tio n a l
in  i t s  n a tvre .^
The requirement in  the course o f stu dy  o f  1912 th a t a l l  high sch oo ls  
should o f f e r  p h y sic a l education  was not fo llo w ed  in  every c a se . In order 
t o  encourage more sc h o o ls  to  provide p h y sic a l tr a in in g  and in  the in te r ­
e s t  o f more gen era l p h y s ic a l tr a in in g  among ch ild ren  in  high sc h o o ls , th e  
h ig h -sch o o l in sp ecto r  w ith  the a s s is ta n c e  o f John Lombard in s t i tu te d  in  
1915 t e s t s  o f  a t h le t ic  a b i l i t i e s  and s k i l l s  fo r  h ig h -sch o o l stu d e n ts . A 
p la n  was worked out whereby th e  T im es^ icayune o f  New Orleans would award 
badges t o  th o se  stu d en ts com pleting s u c c e s s fu lly  the t e s t s .  Mr. Ives  
brought t h i s  m atter t o  the a tte n t io n  of h igh -sch oo l p erson n el in  the f o l -
^C ircular L etter  dated October 18 , 1911 o f  S ta te  Department o f  
Education o f  L ou isiana.
’ibu.
^Leo M. F a v r o t ,  S upp l— n t  t o  and R a v is io n  o f  th e  S t a t .  C o u ra . o f
S tu d y  f o r  H igh S ch o o ls  o f  L o u is ia n a  (B aton  Rouge: f ta m ire s -Jo n e s  P r i n t -
in g  Coopany, 1 9 1 2 ) , p .  7*
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low ing l e t t e r :
Through th e  cooperation  o f  th e  T ine■ J*icayune o f New O rleans, 
we are prepared to  p resen t a plan for  the encouragement o f  a t h le t ­
i c s  among th e  sch oo l boys o f  average stren g th  and s k i l l .
B e lie v in g  th a t  t h i s  p lan  o f fe r s  an opportunity  t o  encourage 
wholesome a t h le t ic  tr a in in g  among th e  sc h o o l boys o f  th e  s t a t e ,  
th e  T ines-? icayune very generously  agrees t o  fu rn ish  th e  badges 
to  be awarded. This paper w i l l  conduct a column in  the Sunday 
is su e  g iv in g  m atter connected w ith  the t e s t s ,  and in  t h i s  column 
w i l l  be pu blished  th e  names o f  the sch o o ls  and th e  winners o f  
b a d g e s .'
Approximately one month la t e r  Hr. Ives encouraged high sc h o o ls  to  par­
t i c ip a t e  in  the a t h le t ic  program and p ra ised  th e  p lan  as p resen tin g  an 
opportunity for  g e tt in g  s ta r te d  a movement fo r  p h y sic a l development in  
sch o o ls  where boys had been more or l e s s  in d if fe r e n t  to  such th in g s , and
to  develop much a d d it io n a l in t e r e s t  in  la rg er  sch oo ls where ordinary
£
a t h le t ic  c o n te s ts  had received  a t te n t io n .
Reporting on th e  1914*1915 sch o o l s e s s io n , High-School In soector  
Ives s ta te d  th a t 755 boys had won badges fo r  com pleting su c c e s s fu lly  th e  
a t h le t ic  t e s t s  and th a t the Times-f icayune had agreed to  extend th e  p r i­
v i le g e s  to  th e  g i r l s  fo r  whom s p e c ia l  e x e r c is e s  would be p ro v id e d .^  
During th e  1916-1917 sch oo l y ea r , approxim ately one thousand g i r l s  earn­
ed badges fo r  com pleting th e  f i f t y  m iles o f walking r e q u i r e d . ^  The
^C ircular L etter  Number 191 dated March 16 , 1915 o f  S ta te  Department 
o f  Education o f  L ou isian a .
^C ircular L e tter  Number 197 dated A p ril 7 , 1915 o f  S ta te  Department 
o f  Education o f L ou isian a .
^ B iennial Report o f th e  S ta te  Superintendent o f  P u b lic  Education.
P art I I I  (Baton Rouge: Ramlrea-Jones P r in tin g  Company, 1915)* p p . 55 -6 ,
^ A n n u a l  R e p o rt L o u is ia n a  High S ch o o ls  S e s s io n  1916-1917 fJaton  Rouge:
R a n d re s -Jo n e s  P r i n t i n g  Company, 1 9 1 7 ) , P .  16 .
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above program was s t i l l  in  operation  in  1920. No referen ce  t o  i t  could  
be found in  any rep ort o f the S ta te  Department o f  Education a f t e r  1920.
In  th e  cou rse  o f stu dy o f  1916 no mention o f p h y s ic a l education  was 
made. High School In spector Iv es  in d ica ted  th e  s ta tu s  o f  P h y sic a l edu­
c a tio n  in  1917 as fo llo w s:
Our sch o o ls  have pursued a p o lic y  o f  " la is s e s  fa ir s"  in  th e  
matter o f  p h y s ic a l education  because both th e  p u b lic  and th e  teach ­
e rs  (and, we may add, th e  sch o o l o f f i c i a l s )  have not f e l t  any 
se r io u s  r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  to  do more than to  se e  th a t  th e  sch o o l 
grounds and sch oo l p la n t were sa n ita r y  and th at su ita b le  l i g h t ,  
h ea t, v e n t i la t io n  and water were provided . P h ysio logy  and hy­
g ien e  have been included  among sch oo l s t u d ie s ,  but m ainly th ey  
have been taught as o ther t e x t s  are taught: to  have the s tu ­
dents acquire th e  f a c t s  and o r in e ip le s  g iven  as su ch , rather  
than to  make the main use o f  th ese  su b je c ts  th a t o f  having c h i l ­
dren acquire sound h ea lth  h ab its
The h igh~sehool in sp ec to r  f e l t  th a t the sch o o ls  needed "a more l i v e l y
12sen se  o f  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  and opportunity in  regard to  p h y s ic a l e d u c a tio n ."
He l i s t e d  the fo llo w in g  s p e c i f ic  s te p s  which sch o o ls  could take to  im­
prove p h y sica l and h ea lth  education:
1 . Give formal in s tr u c t io n  in  p h ysio logy  and hygiene w ith  
enqphasls upon h ea lth  h a b its .
2 .  Secure m edical in sp e c tio n  and provide a system  o f  check 
to  in su re  th a t d e fe c ts  are given proper treatm en t.
3 .  In stru c tio n  in  home and eomnunity s a n ita t io n .
4 .  A eomnunity cang>aign to  secure screened houses to  keep out 
f l i e s  and m osquitos a s  p reven tives o f  typhoid  fev er  and m alaria .
5 . A program o f  p h y s ic a l tra in in g  by means o f c a lis th e n ic  
d r i l l s ,  outdoor se tt in g -u p  e x e r c is e s ,  and out-door gymnasium ap­
paratus •
6 . Supervised p la y , games and sp o r ts , sch o o l r a l l i e s ,  e t c . 1^
n ib id . .  p . 15 .
^ Ib ld .
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Work o f  John Lombard in  P h y sica l tr a in in g  1918-1926. John Lombard 
became tha f i r s t  s ta te  d ir e c to r  o f p h y s ic a l tr a in in g  in  Febrm ry o f  1918. 
He urged h igh  sc h o o ls  to  provide fo r  p h y s ic a l tr a in in g  in  variou s forms 
su ite d  to  sch o o l use and, i f  p o s s ib le ,  t o  secure some one who could de­
v o te  f u l l  tim e to  p h y s ic a l ed u ca tio n . I f  i t  were not fe a s ib le  t o  have 
a fu l l- t im e  teacher o f p h y s ic a l ed u cation , sc h o o ls  were encouraged to  
use any member o f th e ir  fa c u lty  t o  provide for whatever forms o f  p h ysi­
c a l  ed u cation  they were ab le  to  d ir e c t .  He suggested  th a t sch oo ls  
u t i l i s e  th e  se r v ic e s  o f thorn veteran s of World War I who were return ing  
t o  the teach in g  p r o fe ss io n  in  organ isin g  the o ld er  boys o f  th e  sch oo ls
fo r  such a t h le t ic  sp o rts  a s were used in  the p h y sic a l tr a in in g  o f  the  
14army.
That th e  e f f o r t s  o f  th e  s ta te  d ir e c to r  o f p h y sic a l education  were 
f r u i t f u l  i s  in d ica ted  in  the fo llo w in g  l e t t e r  to  Lombard from Superin­
tendent P . H. G r if f ith  o f  East Baton Rouge P arish :
I  am ta k in g  t h is  method o f  exp ressin g  ay ap p rec ia tion  o f  the  
w il l in g  and e f f e c t iv e  a s s is ta n c e  th a t vou have given the tea ch ers  
o f  Baton Rouge in  th e ir  e f f o r t s  to  teach  the c h ild ren  su ita b le  
P h y sica l tr a in in g  e x e r c is e s .  By th e  r e s u l t s  obtained thus fa r ,  
you have convinced a l l  o f  th e  te a c h e r s , and me along w ith  them, 
to  a b e l ie f  in  the id ea  th a t  any in t e l l ig e n t  tea ch er , whether she 
has had tr a in in g  fo r  th e  work or n o t, can g ive  p h y sica l tr a in in g  
le s so n s  s u c c e s s fu lly . The r e s u lt s  produced during the f i r s t  term  
o f  th e  p resen t se ss io n  are convincing evidence th a t sp e c ia l  tr a in ­
in g  fo r  t h is  work i s  not e s s e n t ia l  to  s a t is fa c to r y  tea ch in g  and 
th a t any in te r e s te d  teach er can do th is  work in  a reasonably ac­
cep tab le  manner.
In a d d itio n  to  the in creased  v i t a l i t y  produced by twenty min­
u te s  o f  wholesome e x e r c ise  in  the open a i r ,  the ord erly  marching 
in  and out o f the b u ild in g  during sch oo l hours, th e  oronpt execu­
t io n  o f  comnands given on the d r i l l  grounds and the system atic  
p lay in g  o f  games under th e  d ir e c t io n  o f the teacher have produced 
an improvement in  classroom  d is c ip l in e  and study h a b its .
^ C i r c u l a r  L e t t e r  Number 773 o f  F eb ru a ry  2 5 , 1919 o f  th e  S t a t e  De­
p a r tm e n t o f  E d u ca tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a .
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We f e e l  th a t  the work here has gone beyond th e  experim ental 
s ta g e , and th a t  h erea fter  th ere  w i l l  be l i t t l e  or no d i f f i c u l t y  
met in  m aintain ing p h y s ic a l tr a in in g  as one o f  the required and 
e f f e c t iv e ly  taught su b je c ts  in  our course o f s tu d y .*5
The S ta te  Department o f  Education authorised  c r e d it  fo r  p h y sic a l
education  beginn ing w ith th e  1919-1920 sch oo l s e s s io n . I t  i s  l ik e ly  th a t
th e  n a tio n a l trend in flu en ced  s ta te  sch oo l o f f i c i a l s  in  t h i s  in n ovation .
Superintendent H arris had returned the previous year from th e  annual
m eeting o f  th e  Department o f  S\g>erintendence o f the N ational Education
A sso c ia tio n , where th e  importance o f  p h y sica l education in  the sch oo ls
was s tr e s se d  and the consensus was th a t p h y s ic a l tr a in in g  should be
made to  rank w ith the usual school s u b j e c t s S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  Harris
informed sch oo l personnel o f t h i s  change in  th e  h igh -sch oo l curriculum
as fo llo w s:
. . .  In our s t a t e  very l i t t l e  a tte n tio n  o f  a sy stem atic  nature 
has h ith e r to  been g iven  to  p h y sic a l tr a in in g  in  our high sc h o o ls .
We have promoted games and c o n te s t s ,  which was a good th in g  to  do 
in  i t s e l f ,  but on ly  th ose  in  th e  h ig h est rank o f p h y s ic a l f i t n e s s  
took  p a rt in  such e x e r c is e s .  We need a more cotgprehensive p rogram - 
one th a t  tak es in to  account a l l  s tu d e n ts , both boys and g i r l s .  I t  
i s  such a scheme th a t Hr. J . E. Lombard, S ta ts  P h y s ic a l T raining  
D irec to r , i s  att«m >ting to  e s t a b l i s h .  Some o f our high sch oo ls  
have made p lan s to  carry  out h is  d ir e c t io n s  by secu rin g  in s tr u c ­
t o r s .  We are urging w o n  our high sch oo ls th e  grave importance 
of g iv in g  th a t a tte n tio n  to  p h y s ic a l tr a in in g  i t s  value d e se r v e s .
We hope in  a reasonable tim e to  be ab le  to  rep ort th a t a l l  our 
high sc h o o ls  have on th e ir  f a c u l t ie s  persons competent to  d ir e c t  
p h y s ic a l t r a in in g .
Beginning w ith se s s io n  1919-1920 we s h a l l  a llow  one u n it o f  
h igh -sch oo l c r e d it  fo r  system atic  p h y sic a l tr a in in g  pursued through  
th e  four years a t high sch o o ls  w ith  a minimum o f twenty minutes a 
d a y .1"
^ C ir c u la r  L etter  Number 9U& dated December 29 , 1919 o f th e  S ta te  
Department o f  Education o f  L ouisiana.
^ C ir c u la r  L etter  Number 760 dated March 5 , 1919 o f  th e  S ta te  De­
partment o f  Education o f  L ou isian a.
B ien n ia l Report of  the S ta te  Sxperintendent o f  P u b lic  Education. 
L f f l g - m ? T g 5 a  g  (Baton Rouge: Ramires-Janes P r in t in g  Company
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In May, 1920, th e  s ta te  d ir e c to r  o f p h y s ic a l tr a in in g  Informed h ig h -  
sch o o l p r in c ip a ls  th a t  one u n it would be o ffered  to  stu d en ts viho devoted  
tw enty silnu tes d a i ly  t o  s u ita b ly  d ir ec ted  p lay  and p h y sic a l tr a in in g  pro­
v id ed  th a t a f u l l  record o f the fa c t s  be forwarded with the s tu d e n t's  
a p p lic a t io n  fo r  gra d u a tio n * ^  The p h y s ic a l tr a in in g  record sh ee t on 
which th e  data were to  be recorded included  tr a d it io n a l  g a se s , fo lk  
dances, organised team games and a t h le t ic  sp o r ts , freehand gym nastics, 
se tt in g -u p  e x e r c is e s  and dumb b e l l  e x e r c ise s  among the typ es o f  p h ysi­
c a l  tr a in in g  which could be engaged in  fa r  c r e d i t .^
I t  was provided in  th e  course of study o f 1922 th at p h y sica l t r a in ­
ing  should be conducted sep a ra te ly  for  boys and g i r l s  a t  the h igh -sch oo l 
l e v e l ,  and th a t the boys should be d irected  by a male teach er and the  
g ir l s  by a fem ale tea ch er . Schools th a t employed s p e c ia l ly  oreoared  
p h y s ic a l tr a in in g  teach ers were perm itted  reasonable freedom in  the prep­
a r a t io n  o f  p lans for  the p h y s ic a l tr a in in g  course and sch oo ls not having 
s p e c ia l ly  tra in ed  p h y sic a l tr a in in g  teach ers were advised to  aoo ly  for  
th e  advice and guidance o f the S ta te  Department o f  Education. P h y sic a l  
tr a in in g  p lan s aimed a t  u n it  c r e d it  had t o  be subm itted in  w r itin g  fo r  
the approval o f  th e  h ig h -sch o o l in sp e c to r . The fo llo w in g  suggested  o ro -  
gram was issu ed  by Mr. Lombard:
For Boys—M ilita ry  Settin g-u p  D r i l l ,  Mass Games and A th le t ic s ,  
B a se b a ll, V o lley  B a ll ,  Indoor B aseb a ll (played o u t-o f-d o o r s ) , 
B a sk e t-b a ll, Swimming and L ife  Saving, Scoutin g , T ennis.
For G ir ls—S ettin g -u p  D r i l l ,  Folk Dancing, Scouting or Camp 
F ire  G ir ls , Swimming and L ife  Saving. B a sk e t-b a ll, V o lley  B a ll ,  
Indoor B aseb a ll (played o u t-o f-d o o r s ) , Mass Games, Group Ath-
^ C i r c u l a r  L e t t e r  Number 1022 d a te d  May 4* 1920 o f  t h e  S ta t e  D ep a rt
m ent o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  L o ife ian a .
19I b i d .
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l e t l c s ,  T ennis. 20
In the course o f  study o f 1925 c r e d it  was allow ed only for  the  
academic courses and th e  w e ll-e s ta b lish e d  v o ca tio n a l co u rses . P h y sica l 
education was encouraged in  a l l  high sch o o ls  but a h igh -sch oo l u n it for  
P hysica l tr a in in g  was not a llow ed . The recommended nrogram for boys in ­
cluded: (1 ) Setting-up  d r i l l s ,  f iv e  to  ten  minutes d a ily .  As a guide
i t  suggested  "Extracts from th e  Manual o f  U. S . Army P h y sica l T ra in in g ," 
w ith s t r e s s  on the d r i l l s  fo r  r e c r u its ;  (2) R ecreational a c t i v i t i e s  and 
games, ten  to  f i f t e e n  minutes d a ily . Among those l i s t e d  were b a seb a ll,
b a sk e tb a ll, te n n is , v o lle y  b a l l ,  high p o le  v a u lt , and running. The
21
program for  g ir l s  was the same a s  the program suggested in  1922. In 
ad d ition  p rov ision  was made in  the course of study o f 1925 for hea lth  
tr a in in g . There was a l i s t  o f su ggestion s which were worthy o f a tten tio n  
and which could  be acconplished  on bad days when the d a ily  p h ysica l tr a in ­
ing program could not be undertaken. These su ggestion s included measure­
ment o f  weight and height and comparing w ith previous measurements to  
check proper development, p r in c ip le s  o f  n u tr it io n , care o f eyes and
te e th , value of r e s t ,  value o f fresh  a i r ,  hygiene o f a t h le t ic s ,  and a
22p e r io d ic a l check-up on h ea lth  h a b its .
In t h i s  course o f  study referen ce was made to  two n a tio n a l sou rces. 
These were Suggestions for  A P h y sica l Education Program for Small Secondary 
Schools o f  th e  United S ta te s  Bureau o f Education o f  1923, and P h r s lca l
20S ta te  Department o f Education o f L ouisiana, S ta te  Course o f  Study 
fo r  High Schools o f L ouisiana. 1922 (Baton Rouge: Ram±res-Jones~t>r in t -
in g  6oepany, 1922T, pp. 7-9#
2^State Department o f  Education o f L ouisiana, Louisiana S tate  Course 
o£ Study and Manual fi£ |S £  Approved High Schools. 1925
(Baton Rouge: Ramires-Jones P r in tin g  Comoany, 1925), pp. 7 6 -8 .
22I b i d . .  p .  7 7 .
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Education in  Secondary S ch o o ls , which was a report in  1917 o f  the Com­
m ission  on the R eorganisation  o f  Secondary Education o f the N ational 
Education A sso c ia tio n . 23
L i t t le  development in  h ea lth  and education  c u rricu lu n  from 1926 
to  1935. The p h y s ic a l ed ucation  program o u tlin ed  in  the course o f  study  
o f  1925 served as a guide for sc h o o l personn el f o r  a decade. From June 
of 1926, when Lombard became the d ir e c to r  o f  c e r t i f i c a t io n  in  the S ta te  
Department o f  Education, u n t i l  January o f  1935 th ere  was no s t a t e  d ir e c ­
to r  o f p h y s ic a l tr a in in g . C onsequently, th ere  was l i t t l e  development 
in  organised p h y sic a l education  in  th e  p u b lic  high sch o o ls  o f  Louisiana  
during the period  from 1926 to  1935. Another c a is e  o f  th e  fa i lu r e  in  
th e  development o f organized p h y s ic a l education  during t h is  period in  
a d d itio n  to  th e  lack  o f s ta te -w id e  su p erv ision  o f  the prorram was the  
shortage o f adequ ately  tra in ed  tea c h e rs . P h y s ic a l tr a in in g  learned in  
th e  anqr supplemented by com p etitive  a t h le t ic s  learned in  coi*> etition  
a t  c o lle g e  was th e  l im it  o f a great many p h y s ic a l education  programs in  
high sc h o o ls . The program of v a r s ity  a t h le t ic s  for th e  few was th e  prin ­
c ip a l  p h y s ic a l education program in  most o f  the h igh  sch o o ls  during t h is  
p e r io d ,2^
Work a t  J ess  Hair l a  regard £ 0  fraU ft i&g Physical education  
curriculum . Beginning in  January, 1935* a d iv is io n  of p h y s ic a l education  
was e s ta b lish e d  in  th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education and a d ir e c to r  was 
esp loyed  fo r  t h i s  new work. 23 Superintendent H arris exp la in ed  th a t th e
23Ib id . .  p . 78 .
^ J e s s  W. H air, A Manual o f H ealth and P h y s ic a l Education. August. 
1935 (New Orleans: Thomas J .“Horan's Sons, 1935) ,  P . 3 .
23E lsh ty -F ifth  Annual Report for  the S ession  193?-193A. op. c i t . ,
p . 2 9 .
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new d iv is io n  would be concerned w ith  a t  l e a s t  two a so e c ts  o f  p h y sic a l  
e d u c a tio n ~ th a t  o f  h ea lth  education and th a t o f  p h y sic a l e x e r c is e s .  He 
s ta te d  th a t the former would r e c e iv e  major s tr e s s  but th a t  the la t t e r  
asp ect would not be n e g le c te d . J . W. Hair was employed to  head the phy­
s i c a l  education  d iv is io n .  Hair bad pursued courses toward h is  d o c to r 's  
degree a t  L ouisiana S ta te  U n iversity  s p e c ia l is in g  in  p h y sica l education  
and had had su c c e s s fu l tea ch in g  and coaching e x p e r i e n c e , ^
Superintendent H arris n o t i f ie d  sch o o l personnel o f the estab lish m ent  
o f the requirement th a t a l l  stu d en ts take p h y sica l education  by the f o l ­
low ing c ir c u la r  l e t t e r :
In beginning th e  1935-1936 sch oo l year , we are s t r e s s in g  the  
importance o f  h ea lth  and p h y sic a l program fo r  a l l  the c h ild r e n .
A number o f p o in ts  t o  be observed in  the carry in g  out o f  t h is  
program in  every  sch o o l in  the S ta te  fo llo w : ( l )  A Manual for
H ealth and P h y s ic a l Education fo r  teach ers should be o f f  th e  
p ress  by September 1 0 . Order one copy for  each teach er now.
This manual o u t lin e s  th e  program o f  h ea lth  and p h y s ic a l edu­
c a tio n  th a t w i l l  be required o f  every h ig h -sch o o l student for  
graduation. (2 ) 120 minutes as a minimum w i l l  be req u ired , for  
which one-fourth  c r e d it  w i l l  be given y e a r ly , making one f u l l  
c r e d it  fo r  th e  fo u r -y ea rs ' work. This time l im it  may be arrang­
ed by two hour periods weekly or by one tw en ty -fiv e  minute period  
d a i ly .  . . . ^
A few months a f te r  h is  appointment as s ta te  supervisor o f  h ea lth  and 
p h y sic a l education Hair reported th a t th e  su b ject o f  h ea lth  and p h y s ic a l  
education  was not p laced  and taught as an organised la iit  in  th e  curriculum . 
He s ta te d  th a t a curriculum  study was underway which should r e s u lt  in  a 
course o f  study f o r  h ea lth  and p h y s ic a l ed u ca tio n .2®
26I b ld . .  pp. 29 -30 .
^ C ir c u la r  L etter  Number 498 dated August 1 , 1935 o f  the S ta te  
Department o f  Education o f  L ou isiana,
2® £ lg h ty -3 ev o n th  A nnual R ep o rt f o r  th e  S e s s io n  1935-1936 . B u l l e t i n
Number 296 o f  th e  S t a t e  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a  (New O r le a n s :
Thomas J .  M o ran 's  S o n s, 1 9 3 5 ), p .  5*
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During the f a l l  o f  1935* the course o f stu d y  in  h ea lth  and p h y s ic a l  
education  was promulgated t o  sch oo l p erson n el. Superintendent Harris 
thought th a t t h is  course o f  study would do much in  the promotion o f  h ea lth  
and p h y s ic a l ed ucation . The fo llo w in g  persons a s s is t e d  Hair in  the de­
v e lo p in g  o f  t h i s  curriculum : J . £ .  Lombard, J . W. B r o u il le t te ,  A. M.
Hopper, S . T. Burns, and Clyde Mobley o f the S ta te  Department of Edu­
c a tio n ;  Mrs. Thelma Kyaer and Melba Bouanchaud o f Louisiana S ta te  Normal; 
Hugh D. McLaurin, Mrs. T esta R. Bourgeois and Mrs. Joyce H. D alferes o f  
Southwestern Louisiana I n s t i tu te ;  C h ristin e  Moon o f  Louisiana P o ly tech n ic  
I n s t i tu te ;  Mrs. Janice Lyons and Dr. P aul C. Young of L ouisiana S ta te  
U n iv ersity ; and Marie F inney, ed u cation a l rep resen ta tiv e  o f th e  RCA-Victor 
D iv is io n , Camden, New J e r s e y .^  In preoaring the course o f  study, the  
s ta te  supervisor o f h ea lth  and o h y s ic a l education drew from procedures 
used in  the p u b lic  sch oo l system s o f  other s t a t e s .  Acknowledgments were 
given  to  th e  Departments o f  P ub lic  In stru ctio n  o f W isconsin, P en nsylvan ia , 
Alabama, F lo r id a , and Ohio. He a lso  s ta te d  th a t in  the preparation o f  the  
course o f  stu d y , every e f f o r t  had been made to  bring  p h y sica l education  
in to  accord w ith  th e  then e x is t in g  philosophy o f general ed u ca tio n .30
In t h is  course o f study an attem pt was made to  provide a urogram o f  
h ea lth  and p h y sic a l education  for  a l l  stu d en ts and not ju s t  fo r  the ath­
l e t e s .  Intramural a t h le t ic s  fo r  a l l  and sp e c ia l  p la y s  and games for the  
handicapped were provided fo r  in  the course o f  stu d y . The h ea lth  program 
was c o rre la ted  with th e  p h y sic a l education  so  th at i l l n e s s  and in ju ry  
might be prevented a s much as p o s s ib le .  P ro v is io n  was made for  in str u c ­
t io n  in  s a fe ty  ed ucation . P eriods o f  tim e to  be devoted to  p h y sica l
2^Jess W. H air, ©f>. c l t . .  o .  5 .
3Q lbid.
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ed ucation  were e s ta b lis h e d , A period  o f tw e n ty -fiv e  m inutes d a ily  or 
two one-hour p eriod s weekly or th ree  f o r ty - f iv e  minute period s weekly  
was p rescr ib ed . Many sp orts and games from which sch o o ls  could s e le c t  
were l i s t e d  in  the program o f  s tu d ie s  and a four-year program fo r  boys 
and a four-year program fo r  g ir ls  were recomnended. Many to p ic s  and 
pamphlets were l i s t e d  which could be used for  h ea lth  education , which 
was t o  be c o rre la ted  w ith th e  p h y sic a l ed u cation ,
In the general course o f  study o f 1937 i t  was required th a t a l l  
candidates fo r  graduation froTi high sch oo l must o f fe r  a un it in  h ea lth  
and p h y sica l education  beginning w ith th e  se ss io n  o f 1938-1939. I t  was 
more s p e c i f ic  than the course o f  study o f  1935 as to  the proportion o f  
tim e t o  be devoted to  h ea lth  and to  p h y sic a l t r a i n in g .  Three p lan s were 
s p e c i f ie d ,  any one o f which would permit high sch o o ls  fo llow in g  i t  to  
meet th e  120 minutes per week minimum time requirement for  in s tr u c tio n  
in  h ea lth  and p h y s ic a l ed u cation . These are l i s t e d  below:
(1) Two six ty -m in u te  periods per week, w ith o n e -h a lf  o f one 
o f th ese  period s devoted to  H ealth Education.
(2 ) Three forty-m inute period s per week, two p eriod s being  
devoted to  P h y sic a l A c t iv i t i e s ,  and one period to  Health Education.
( 3 ) F ive tw en ty -fiv e  minute period s per week, four periods  
being  devoted to  P h y sic a l A c t iv i t i e s ,  and one period  to  Health
E d u c a tio n ,^
Hair reported in  1937 th a t a l l  high sch o o ls  were m eeting the m ini­
mum 120 m inutes weekly in  an organised and supervised  program in  h ea lth  
and p h y sic a l ed u cation . Two sc h o o ls , F a ir  Park H i£i School and Byrd High 
S chool, o ffered  Junior R. 0 .  T. C. for  which boys could rec e iv e  o n e -h a lf
31I b id . .  pp. 67-111.
^ L o u i s i a n a  High S choo l S ta n d a rd s  O rg a n is a t io n  and A d m in is t r a t io n ,
B u l l e t i n  Number 337 o f  t h e  S ta t e  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a
(New O r le a n s :  Thomas J .  M oran 's  S o n s, 1937 ) ,  p .  4 7 .
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u n it  o f th e  one u n it  required in  h ea lth  and p h y s ic a l e d u c a t io n .^
Curriculum changes in  h ea lth  and p h y s ic a l education  s in c e  1946. In 
the course o f  stu d y  o f 1947 the required course in  h ea lth  and p h y sic a l  
education  was changed to  h e a lth , p h y sica l, and s a fe ty  ed u cation . E lec tiv e  
courses in  h ea lth  and s a fe ty  education were auth orised  in  the n in th  or 
ten th  grades fo r  o n e -h a lf  u n it c r e d it  and in  th e  e leven th  or tw e lf th  
grades fo r  o n e -h a lf  u n it c r e d it .  A prelim inary d ra ft o f a course o f  
study for  t h i s  course was prepared a t a h ea lth  education workshop spon­
sored by the S ta te  Department o f H ealth , th e  S ta te  Department o f Education  
and Louisiana S ta te  U h iversity  during th e  susuer o f  1946. P a r tic ip a n ts  
in  t h i s  workshop were sch o o l a d m in istra to rs, te a c h e r s , n u rses, d o c to rs , 
n u t r i t io n i s t s ,  and r ep re sen ta tiv e s  o f  o ther a g e n c ie s . The co n stru ctiv e  
c r it ic is m s  and su g g estio n s  a f te r  two years o f use o f t h is  course o f study  
fo r  h ea lth  and s a fe ty  education  for  secondary sch oo ls were considered  
and u t i l i s e d  in  the course o f  study for  hea lth  and sa fe ty  education for  
secondary sch o o ls  issu ed  in  1 9 5 1 .^  In the la t t e r  c o ir se  o f stu dy  were 
four p lans for  d is tr ib u t in g  time between p h y sic a l education on th e  one 
hand and h ea lth  and s a fe ty  education on the o th er . Suggested u n its  
were l i s t e d  for  th e  n in th  and ten th  grades, and oth ers fo r  the e leven th  
and tw e lf th  grades; and su g g estio n s were given regarding which u n its  were 
to  be taught in  each o f the four p la n s . Enphasis was p laced  on the needs
and in t e r e s t s  o f  in d iv id u a l stu dents as the b a s is  for  in s tr u c t io n .33
33E lghty-N lnth  Annual Report fo r  S ess io n  1937-1936. B u lle t in  Number 
402 o f  th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education o f Louisiana (New Orleans: Thomas
J . Moran's Sons, 1939 ), PP. 4 5 -6 .
3**Quide for  Teaching Health Education Secondary S ch o o ls . 1951. Bu l l e t in  
Number 722 o f  the S ta te  Department o f Education o f  Louisiana (Baton Rouge: 
S ta te  Department o f  Education o f  L ou isian a , 1951), pp. 5 -6 .
33I b i d . .  p p .  1 9 -1 4 4 .
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The on* u n it required course in  h e a lth , p h y s ic a l, and sa fe ty  educa­
t io n  and th* e le c t iv e  course in  hea lth  and sa fe ty  education continued as 
the authorised  h ea lth  and p h y sic a l education o ffe r in g s  u n t i l  th e  1953- 
1954 sch oo l s e s s io n . In November o f 1952 the S ta te  Board o f  Education 
changed the required course o f  h e a lth , p h y sica l and sa fe ty  education to  
merely p h y sica l ed ucation , and provided fo r  e le c t iv e  courses in  health  
education . On* h ea lth  education course could be taken in  the n inth  or 
ten th  grade for  on e-h a lf u n it c r e d it  and the other in  the e leven th  or 
tw e lfth  grade for on e-h a lf u n it c r e d it .  Both courses could be offered  
toward m eeting graduation requirem ents in  ad d ition  to  the required course 
in  p h y s ic a l e d u c a t i o n . A  reason fo r  th ese  changes in  the hea lth  and 
p h y sica l education o ffer in g s  was to  provide for  more adequate care o f  
the p h y sica l development of stu dents by a llow in g  more time for p h ysica l 
development a c t i v i t i e s .  The teach in g  o f  various phases o f health  was 
encouraged in  other co u rses , such as general sc ie n c e , b io lo g y , c iv ic s ,  
and home econom ics. The e le c t iv e  courses in  h ea lth  education were 
intended fo r  th ose  who desired  a more thorough study o f h e a lth . More­
over, the t i t l e  o f  the course in  h ea lth , p h y s ic a l, and sa fe ty  education  
was a misnomer in  th a t many sch oo ls in  a c tu a l p ra c tic e  devoted a l l  or 
n early  a l l  o f  the time to  p h y sica l a c t i v i t i e s  and l i t t l e  or none o f  the 
time to  h ea lth  and sa fe ty  education .37
A course o f  study fo r  p h ysica l education in  secondary schools was 
prepared a t a p h y sica l education workshop sponsored coop era tive ly  by
3^ O ffic ia l Proceedings o f the S ta te  Board o f  Education o f  November
2 4 , 1952, B u lle tin  Number 765 o f th e  S ta te  Department o f Education o f  
Louisiana (Baton Rouge: S ta te  Department o f Education o f  L ouisiana,
1952), PP. 3 2 -3 .
3?Stat*ment o f  Mr. Raphiel T eagle, personal in terv iew , Baton Rouge, 
L ou isian a , June 3 , 1957.
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L ouisiana S ta te  U n iv e r s ity , th e  S ta te  Department o f  H ealth , and th e  S ta te  
Department o f  Education.3® The workshop was held  in  May o f 1952 a t  L o u is i­
ana S ta te  U n iv e r s ity . A suggested  tim e a llo tm en t o f a c t i v i t i e s  fo r  a 
w eekly and a y ea r ly  program fo r  boys and g ir l s  fo r  each grade in  high  
sch oo l was g iv en . The a c t i v i t i e s  c o n s is te d  o f  r e c r e a tio n a l and in d iv id ­
u a l a c t i v i t i e s ,  such as bowling and horseshoes) team sp o r ts , gym nastics, 
track  and f i e l d ,  rhythms; and p re v en tiv e , c o rr ec tiv e  and co n d itio n in g  
a c t i v i t i e s . ^
I I .  THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE CURRICULUM IN SAFETY EDUCATION
S a fe ty  education Includes d r iv er  education  and t r a f f i c  s a fe ty  and 
f i r s t  a id . Two fa c to r s  instrum ental in  th e  in trod u ction  o f  s a fe ty  educa­
t io n  in  the h ig h -sch o o l curriculum  were the need to  do something about 
reducing in ju r ie s  and deaths caused by a c c id e n ts , prim arily  t r a f f i c  ac­
c id e n ts ;  and th e  n a tio n a l trend toward teach in g  d r iv er  education  in  high  
s c h o o ls . Superintendent Harris in  1935 in d ica ted  the need for  t r a f f i c  
s a fe ty  education  as fo llo w s:
I an in c lin e d  to  b e l ie v e  th at one o f  th s  most important d u tie s  
o f  education a t t h i s  tim e i s  to  teach  ch ild ren  and a d u lts  how to  
m inimise th e  death t o l l  from t r a f f i c  a c c id e n ts . The f ig u r e s  for  
th e  n ation  read l ik e  war b u l le t in s .  Almost every  day some one 
p erso n a lly  known to  us i s  a t r a f f ic -a c c id e n t  v ic t im . Children and 
a d u lts  are stru ck  and k i l le d  or d e sp er a te ly  hurt a s th ey  walk a -  
cro ss  th e  s t r e e t s ;  cars c o l l id e  on th e  highways, run in to  parked 
cars or tru ck s , f a i l  t o  c le a r  r a ilro a d  track s in  fro n t o f oncom­
in g  t r a in s ,  run in to  c a t t le  on the roads, and in  every  other con­
c e iv a b le  way wound and k i l l  p eo p le . The f a c t s  are  a p p a llin g  and th e  
th e  con d ition s ctow worse from day to  day. And we s h a l l  have to  
do something about i t .  The teach in g  o f  s a fe ty  r u le s  to  th e  ch ild ren
3*4  T e n ta t iv e  £ u ld ft I n  p h rg lC » l E d u c a tio n  XfiE S eco n d ary  S c h o o ls .  1953
B u l l e t i n  Number 774 o f  th e  S ta t e  D epartm en t o f  E d u c a tio n  (B aton  Rouge:
S ta t e  D epartm en t o f  E d u ca tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a ,  1 9 5 3 ) , p .  i l l .
39I b l d . .  p p . 1 3 -1 7 3 .
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in  sc h o o l should prove e f f e c t iv e .  . .
C olonel E. P . Roy, head o f  th e  d iv is io n  o f  s a fe ty  o f th e  S ta te  Department 
o f  Education from 1936 to  1940, s ta te d  the n a tio n a l trend toward d river  
education  in  high sch o o ls  a s fo llo w s:
Some few years ago d r iv er  education  was inaugurated in  c er ta in  
high  sc h o o ls , p a r t ic u la r ly  in  c i t y  sch o o l system s o f  s ta te s  over 
th e  n a tio n , more or lo s s  a s  an experim ent fo r  the purpose o f  tea ch ­
in g  h igh -ech oo l stu d en ts a s  th ey  became o f  le g a l  d r iv in g  age th e  
fundamentals o f  good d riv in g  and was adapted on th e  b a s is  o f  sp o r ts ­
manship. H igh-echool stu d en ts were given  sc h o la s t ic  c r e d it  fo r  
t h i s  cou rse . The d r iver  education  was o r ig in a ted  by P ro fesso r  Amos 
E. Neyhart o f  Pennsylvania S ta te  U n iversity  w ith  th e  idea  in  mind 
th a t young people could  be taught good h a b its  in  th e  operation  o f  
a motor v e h ic le  before they  could acquire bad h a b its  i f  th ey  could  
be taught d r iv er  tr a in in g  as th ey  became o f  le g a l  d r iv in g  age and 
before they  could learn  bad h a b its  in  the operation  o f  a motor 
v e h ic le .  . .
J ess  H air, su pervisor of h e a lth , and p h y sica l education in  the S tate  
Department o f Education in  1936, pointed out th a t a course o f  study in  
s a fe ty  was inaugurated in  the sch o o ls  because o f  th e  great t r a f f i c  prob­
lem and in creased  hasards brought about by the rapid economic and 
s o c io lo g ic a l  developments o f th a t t im e .^  He n o t if ie d  sch oo l oerson nel 
th a t the S ta te  Department o f Education would require a fte r  the opening  
o f  sch o o ls  for  the 1936-1937 se ss io n  th a t a t l e a s t  one tw e n ty -fiv e  min­
ute period  per week o f  th e  tim e a l lo t t e d  to  h ea lth  and p h y s ic a l education  
be devoted t o  s a fe ty  education  in  th e  high s c h o o l s .^
4<*Bi«htv-31xth Annual Report fo r  S ess io n  1934-1935. B u lle t in  Number 
309 o f  the S ta te  Department o f  Education o f  Louisiana (New O rleans: 
Thomas J . Moran's Sons P r in tin g  Co«*)any, 1 9 36 ), p .  2 4 .
^ E la h tv -N in th  Annual Raggft f£ £  S e s s jg i  1?37 ^ 9 3 8 1 B u lle t in  Number 
402 o f  th e  S ta te  Department of Education o f  L ouisiana (New O rleans: 
Thomas J . Moran's Sons P r in tin g  Conpany, 1939), p .  55*
^ J e s s  W. H a ir ,  A C ourse o f  S tudy  j n  S a f e ty  E d u c a tio n  f o r  th e  L o u is i ­
a n a  S c h o o ls . B u l l e t i n  Number 325 o f  th e  s t a t e  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a tio n  o f
L o u is ia n a  (New O r le a n s :  Thomas J .  M o ran 's  S o n s, 1 9 3 7 ), p .  4«
^ I b i d . . p p . 5 -6 .
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For a s s is ta n c e  in  preparing th e  f i r s t  course o f study in  sa fe ty  
ed u cation , Hair acknowledged the work o f  the s a fe ty  education  c la s s e s  in  
Louisiana S ta te  U n iv e r s ity , which included  th e  fo llo w in g  persons: P . A.
Koonce, e ^ jer v iso r  o f  sch o o ls  in  N atch itoch es P arish } Caraen Bordelon 
o f  M ark sv ille} Vera Heard o f  Vernon P arish } Helene Lussan o f S t . Charles 
P arish ; Ivy  David o f  P o in ts  Coupee P arish } Maude Ren fr e e  o f  East F e l i c i ­
ana P arish ; A. G. R o g il l io  o f  West F e lic ia n a  P arish } Ina Merle Thomas o f  
Ouachita P arish ; and C. F . Woodcock, undergraduate student a t  Louisiana  
S ta te  U n iv e r s ity . . . . ^
In th e  course o f  study in  s a fe ty  education  were u n its  on s a fe ty  edu­
ca tio n  in  regard to  f i r e s ,  f i r s t  a id , b u ses, highways, homes, and occu­
p a t io n s .^  Hair devoted a s e c t io n  o f  the course o f  study in  sa fe ty  
education  to  t r a f f i c  s a f e ty  and d r iv in g  fo r  Louisiana high sc h o o ls . At 
th a t time d r iv er  education  had not been introduced in to  the curriculum . 
The s ta te  su p erv isor  o f  h ea lth  and p h y sic a l education  s ta te d  th at the  
se c t io n  d ea lin g  w ith  d r iv er  education was p u rely  su g g es tiv e  and was in ­
tended to  s tim u la te  the thought o f in te r e s te d  p erson s. In h is  comments 
on d river  education  were th e  fo llo w in g  remarks:
The q u estion  o f  when and how our boys and g i r l s  are being  
taught to  d r ive  a motor v e h ic le  i s  o f  v i t a l  iag>ortance to  every­
body. . . • Would i t  not be w ise and exped ien t to  teach  a course  
in  our high sch o o ls  in  d r iv in g  motor v eh ic les?*^
Work o f  C olonel E. P_. Roy in  s a fe ty  ed u ca tion . By a r e so lu tio n  o f
th e  S ta te  Board o f  Education o f  August 1 , 1937, the d iv is io n  o f  s a fe ty
was created  p rim arily  for  th e  purpose o f  improving th e  con d ition s o f the
U I b ld . . p o . 3 -4 .  
^ I b id . .  op. 33 -6 0 . 
^ I h i d . .  pp. 61 -67 .
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tr a n sp o r ta tio n  o f L o u is ia n a 's  sch oo l ch ild ren .* 1^  C onsequently, th e  f i r s t  
p r o je c t  o f  th e  d iv is io n  o f  s a fe ty  was th a t o f  tra n sp o r ta tio n . At i t s  
head, S\g>erintendent H arris p laced  C olonel E. P . Roy who had been connect­
ed fo r  a long tim e with the Highway Conmission and w ith  the S ta te  P o lic e  
Department. He was s e le c te d  t o  head th e  s a fe ty  d iv is io n  because o f  the  
in t e r e s t  and e f f ic ie n c y  he had demonstrated in  th e  m atter o f s a fe ty  o f  
sch oo l ch ild ren  w h ile  connected w ith th e  Highway Commission and the S tate  
P o lic e  Department.^®
In October o f  1937 C olonel Roy advanced the idea  o f in trodu cing  
d r iv in g  education  in  high sc h o o ls  o f  L ou isiana. He f e l t  th at such a 
course would lead to  s a fe r  d r iv ers and a red u ction  in  motor v e h ic le  ac­
c id e n ts .  I t  was n ecessa ry , however, to  tr a in  tea ch ers fo r  t h i s  work and 
to  obtain  d u a l-co n tro l autom obiles so  th a t the in s tr u c to r  would be ab le  
to  take c o n tro l o f the car in  an emergency regard less o f  th e  a c tio n  o f  
th e  d r iver  .^9 C olonel Roy arranged w ith d e a ler s  fo r  d u a l-co n tr o l cars  
which were used in  teach in g  h igh -sch oo l stu d en ts how to  d r i v e .^  A few  
months la t e r  Superintendent H arris reported  th a t a system  o f automobile 
d r iv in g  had been organised  and was being extended throughout th e  s t a t e . ^
In  Nay o f 1938 some f iv e  thousand h ig h -sch o o l ch ild ren  in  Louisiana were
52being in s tr u c te d  in  d r iv er  tr a in in g  in  the high sc h o o ls . C olonel Roy
^ E ig h ty -N in th  Annual Bsport £o£ tf e . S ess io n  1937-1938. eg . £ & . ,  n . 55.
^ E ish tv -E la h th  Annual Report l2 £  S ession  1936-1937. B u lle t in  
Number 367 o f  th e  S ta te  Department o f Education o f  Louisiana (New Orleans: 
Thomas J . Moran's P r in tin g  Company, 1938), p . 34.
^ S ish ty -N in th  Annual Report for  th e  S ession  1937-1938. 22.- c i t . .  d . 56.
5Qstatement o f  C olonel E. P . Roy, person al in terv iew , Baton Rouge, 
L ou isian a , June 2 , 1957.
5 lE ightv-E lahth  A gyjai Report f^r ££e Sesgjffl 1936-1937. e g . c i £ . ,  p . 34 .
^ C i r o u l a r  L e t t e r  Number 1059 d a te d  May 2 4 , 1938 o f  t h e  S t a t e  D e p a r t­
m ent o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u is ia n a .
269
l e f t  the d iv is io n  o f  s a fe ty  in  the S ta te  Department o f  Education in  
1940. At th a t  tim e in  th e  S ta te  Department o f  Education there was a de­
crease in  in te r e s t  in  the driver education program.
Work o f F orrest Gaines in  s a fe ty  education . From 1940 u n t i l  1948, 
th e  driver  education program developed l i t t l e . Safety  education was 
encouraged in  connection w ith  the required course in  hea lth  and p h y sica l  
ed ucation . In th e  course o f  study o f  1947 p rov ision s were made for  e le c ­
t iv e  courses in  drivmr education and in  h ea lth  and sa fe ty  education . The 
driver education  course was valued a t  on e-h a lf un it c r e d it .  The health  
and s a fe ty  education course could be e le c te d  in  the n inth  or ten th  grade 
fo r  on e-h a lf u n it c r e d it  and in  the eleventh  or tw e lfth  grade fo r  one- 
h a lf  un it c r e d it .  Perm ission was given for  a student to  earn one f u l l  
un it in  th ese  courses in  ad d ition  to  the required u n it in  h ea lth , Phy­
s i c a l ,  and s a fe ty  education .
On February 15, 1948, the S ta te  Department of Education emoloyed 
F orrest Gaines as a fu ll- t im e  supervisor o f sa fe ty  education . Since the  
second sem ester was w e ll underway, Gaines devoted h is  time t o  e s ta b lis h ­
in g  plans and p o l ic ie s  rather than attem pting to  develop a s a fe ty  orogram 
in  th e  s c h o o ls . Since much in te r e s t  had been aroused in  d r iver  education  
and tr a in in g  at the h igh -sch ool le v e l  as a r e s u lt  of the Governor's High­
way S afety  Conference o f 1947, p lans were nade for  tr a in in g  h igh-echool 
teach ers in  d r iver  education during the sumner months. During the sum­
mer o f  1948, Gaines taught driver education and t r a f f ic  courses for  
h igh -sch oo l teachers a t Northwestern S ta te  C o llege , N atchitoches and 
a t  Louisiana S tate  U n iv ersity . The course at Northwestern S ta te  C ollege
^Statem ent o f  Colonel E. P . Hoy, personal in terv iew , Baton Houge, 
L ouisiana, June 2 , 1957*
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was made p o ss ib le  through th e  cooperation  o f  New York U n iv ersity  Center 
fo r  S a fe ty  Education, the Louisiana Parent-Teachers A sso c ia tio n , and th e  
S ta te  Department o f  E ducation. The course at Louisiana S ta te  U n iv ersity  
was sponsored by L ouisiana S ta te  U n iv e r s ity , th e  American Automobile 
A sso c ia tio n , and the S ta te  Department o f  Education. The Louisiana De­
partment o f  P u b lic  S a fe ty  cooperated by making a v a ila b le  sch o larsh ip s  
and a d u a l-co n tr o l autom obile fo r  tr a in in g  p u rp o ses .5^
The growth in  d r iv er  education  i s  r ev ea led  by the fo llo w in g  f ig u r e s :  
During the 1949-1950 sch oo l year , fo r ty -fo u r  high sc h o o ls , or tw elve per­
cen t o f the t o t a l  number o f  state-approved  p u b lic  high s c h o o ls , o ffered  
d r iv er  ed u cation . Twelve o ffered  classroom  in s tr u c tio n  on ly; th ir ty -tw o  
o ffer ed  p r a c tic e  d r iv in g  in  a d d itio n  t o  th e  classroom  in s tr u c t io n .55 
During the 1953-1954 sch oo l year , s ix ty -se v e n  high sc h o o ls , or n in eteen  
percent o f the state-approved  p u b lic  high sc h o o ls , p a r tic ip a ted  in  the  
d r iv er  education  and t r a f f i c  s a fe ty  p rogram s.^  During the 1955-1956  
sch oo l y ea r , the number o f  high sch ools o ffe r in g  d r iv er  education  in ­
creased to  155, approxim ately fo r ty -th r e e  percent o f the t o t a l  number 
o f  state-approved  p u b lic  h igh  sc h o o ls . Of t h i s  number, 110 provided  
both classroom  in s tr u c tio n  and p r a c tic e  d r iv in g  and f o r t y - f iv e  o ffered  
classroom  in s tr u c t io n  o n ly .57
^ N in ety -N in th  Annual Report fo r  th e  S ession  1^47-1948. B u lle t in  
Number 65® o f  th e  S ta te  Department o f Education o f  Louisiana (Baton Rouge: 
S ta te  Department o f  Education o f L ou isiana, 1949 ), P . 34 .
55obtained from the records on f i l e  in  the o f f ic e  o f  the S ta te  Super­
v is o r  o f  S a fe ty  Education o f the S ta te  Department of Education o f  L ouisiana.
56pne Hundred F if th  Annual Report for  the S ession  1953-1954. B u lle t in  
Number 804 o f  the S ta te  Department o f Education o f  Louisiana (Baton Rouge: 
S ta te  Department o f  Education o f  L ou isian a , 1954 ), P . 74 .
5 ? 0 b ta in e d  fro m  th e  r e c o rd s  on f i l e  in  th e  o f f i c e  o f  th e  S ta t e  S u p e r­
v i s o r  o f  S a f e ty  E d u ca tio n  o f  th e  S ta te  D epartm ent o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  L o u i s i a n a . ’
271
At th e  beginn ing of the 1953-1954 s e s s io n , the course in  d r iv er  
education  was changed in  t i t l e  t o  "Driver Education and T r a ffic  S a fe ty ."  
In November, 1952, the S ta te  Board o f Education auth orised  th e  fo llo w in g  
e le c t iv e  courses in  th e  f i e l d  o f s a fe ty  education: s a fe ty  education  and
f i r s t  aid  (o n e -h a lf  c r e d i t ) ,  sa fe ty  education  (one-fourth  c r e d i t ) ,  f i r s t  
a id  (on e-fourth  c r e d it )  and d r iv er  education  and t r a f f i c  s a fe ty  (o n e -h a lf  
c r e d i t . )  A maximum o f one u n it could be o ffered  as a requirem ent for  
graduation . These a u th o r isa tio n s were made in  order to  provide every  
youth w ith a maximum opportunity to  ga in  an enriched propram o f h ig h -  
sch o o l ed ucation , and to  provide stu d en ts w ith more op p ortu n ities fo r  
the achievement o f  d esired  ed u cation a l growth and development.^^
^ O f f i c i a l  P ro c e e d in g s  o f  th e  S ta te  Board o f  E d u c a tio n  o f  November
24 . 1952 . o p . c i t .« p .  3 2 .
APPSHDIX
APFENDU A
HIGH-SCHOOL OOURSB RSOCMKXHDED BT PROFESSOR ALCEB FORTIER IK 1696
F i r s t  T sa r -  F i r s t  T am
S v b ja e t Hours p a r
Week
E n g lish  O ram ar 5
E n g lish  D ic ta t io n  mad Com position 2
A lgab ra  and A rith m e tic  (rev ie w ) 5
U nitad  S ta ta a  H is to ry  o r  3
P h y s ic a l Qsogr e phy  5
L a tin  $
Drawing and S in g in g  $
Saeond Torn -  Snaa a s  above
Saeond T aar -  F i r s t  T arn
E n g lish  O ra m a r 3
E n g lish  D ic ta t io n  and C om position 2
E n g lish  IA ta r a ta r e  2
A lgabra  U
A rlth m a tic  (re v ie w ) 1
U n itad  S ta ta s  H is to ry  3
P h y s ic s  and 3
Fronch o r  3
l a  t i n  $
Drawing and S ing ing  $
Saeond T arn a s  above a x e s p t  Q snsra l 
H is to ry  f o r  U n itsd  S ta te s  H is to ry
T h ird  T aar -  F i r s t  Tarn
E n g lish  L i te r a tu r e  $
E n g lish  D ic ta t io n  and Com position 2
Qsomstry k
A lgab ra  (rev iew ) 1
O anaral H is to ry  3
C iv i l  Qoraram ant 2
P hysio logy  and 3
French o r  3
L a t in  5
Saeond T ara  san s a s  abo ra
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Fourth Year - F irst Tern
S u b jec t Hours p s r
to o k
E n g lish  l i t e r a t u r e  5
E n g lish  R h e to ric  sad  Com position 5
Geometry U
A lgebra ( rev iew ) 1
O sa s rs l H is to ry  (rev iew ) 2
C hem istry and 3
French o r  3
L a tin  $
F ourth  T sar -  Second T ara
E n g lish  a s  i n  f i r s t  term  10
Algdfara and O eenetry  review ed 5
M athem atics o r  O oM erclax A rith m e tic  and Bookkeeping 5
Q snsral H is to ry  (rev iew ) 2
C h sa ls try  and 3
Franch o r  3
L a tin  5
Hotsa on tha Courss (by Alcss Fortisr)
1. Tbs number of rscltations psr soak should undsr no circum­
stances, axossd 25, of U5 alnutas each.
2 . Tha running of Algabra and Arithmetic together, each five 
tines a seek, glass too aueh tins relatlaely  to Mathaawtica. Ex­
cept by nay of real an, Arithmetic ought to be finished in  tha 
Qrsaaar School grades*
3* Latin should be taught four Tears. In two years i t  la  im­
possible for students to be prepared fbr college. Except in  case 
of unusually bright pupils, those that atudy Latin should be ex­
cused Ikon the natural sciences. Students who nean to enter oollege 
should not study the natural sciences in  school, unless the school 
is  aery abundantly supplied with apparatus. Mere "book* study of 
the natural eoleaees is  oondsamed by the best authorities. In ay 
opinion i t  is  better than none and those who cannot attend college 
should here i t .  ,
ii. French is  taught in nearly eaery high school in  the United 
States and should, by a ll means, be taught in  Louisiana.
5 .  Trigonometry, Geology, Zoology, and Botany are out o f  place 
in  a High School Curriculum. The crying complaint over the whole 
country is  that the schools, by attempting more than they can do 
well, do nothing thoroughly.
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6* In tha la s t tar* of tha fourth ysar> I t  is  *uch b sttsr to 
spsnd tha tins in making Algabra and Osonatry raaisws than in  pass­
ing into Trigonoastryj and far stndants who w ill not attsnd oollage 
i t  is  b stta r to giva ths tin s to Conasroial Arithsatic and Bookkssp- 
ing.
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